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JOURNAL 



SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 




OF AMERICA, 



B£I«6 THE 



SECOND SESSION OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 



BEOUir AND HELD 



AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, 



DECEMBER 2, 1844^ 



AND IN THE SIXTYNINTQ YEAR OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



WASHINGTON i 

rUlVTBD BT OALBS AKp SBATCW* 
1J844, 



CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 



The Sxcokd Session of the TwBWTy-BiOHTH CoNOUBSt commenced 
this day at the city of Washington, conformably to the Constitution ; and 
the Senate assembled — 

MONDAY, DscsMBEE 2, 1844. 

Pbesent : 

From the State of New Hampshire. 

nsu u ui^ ? Charles G. Atherton, 
The honorable J Le^j^^^^t^^^y^ 

Prom the State of Massachusetts. 

The honorable Isaac C. Bates. 

From the Slate of Connecticut. 

The honorable Jabez W. Huntington. 

From the State cf Vermont. 

rru u VI ^ Samuel S. Phelps, 

The honorable J ^jUj^^Upham. 

From the State of New Jersey. 

The honorable WiUiam L. Dayton. 

From the State of Pennsylvania. 

mi. u ui (James Buchanan, 
The honorable J 1,^.^1 g^^^g^^„/ 

Prom the Stale qf Delaware. 
The honorable Thomas Clayton. 

From the Slate of Virginia. 
The honorable William C. Ri^es. 
From the Stale of North Carolina. 
The honorable Willie P. Mangum. 

Prom the State of South Carolina. 
The honorable George McDuffie. 

/ i * ; I 
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From the Slate of Georgia. 
The honorable John Macpherson Berrien. 

From the State of Kentucky. 
The honorable John J. Crittenden. 
From the St Ate of Ohio. 

^t. t. ui ^ William Allen, 
The honorable J Benjamin Tappan. 

From the State of Louisiana. 

The honorable fienry Johnson. 

From the State of Indiana. 

mu u ui (Edward A. Hannegan, 
The ho»o^^l>l« J Alberts. White. 

From the State of Illinois. 

The honorable James Semple. 

From the State ofMabama. 
The honorable Arthur P. Bagby. 
From the State of Maine, 

From the State of Missouri. 

^u^ K^..^,«Ki^ C David R. Atchison, 
The honorable J Thomas H. Benti>n. 

The honorable Willie P. Mangum, President pro tempore, resumed Ihe 
chair. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered^ That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives 
that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, and that the Senate is ready 
to proceed to business. 

A message from the House of Representative^^ by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : I am -directed to inform the Sena^te that a quorum of 
the House of Representatives has assembled, and that the House is ready 
to proceed to busing. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolution, which was consid« 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointeid, jointly with such committee 
as may be appointed by the House of Representatives, to wait on the Presi- 
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dent af the United States, and inform him that quorums of the two ] 
have assembled, and that Congress are ready te receiv^e any oommunioat'' 
tions he may be pleased to make. 
On motion, 

Ordered^ That the committee on the part of the Senate be appointed by 
the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Johnson were appointed. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives theieo£ 

A message from the House of Representatives^ by^r. McNuliy, their 
Clerk; 

Mt, President : The House of Representatives have passed a resolu^ 
tion for the appointment of a joint committee, to wait on the Pr^ident of 
the United States, and inform him that a quorum of each House has as- 
sembled, and that Congress is ready to receive any communication he may> 
be pleased to make ; and Mr. Cave Johnson and Mr. Joseph R. IngersoU 
are the committee appointed on their part. 

Mr. Evans submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, during the present session, 
with three such newspapers, printed in any of the States as he may choose; 
• provided the same be furnished at the usual rate for the annual charge for 
su^h newspapers ; and provided, that if any Senator shall choose to take 
any newspaper other than daily papers, he shall be supplied with as many 
such papers as shall not exceed the price of three daily papers. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting be twelve o^clock, meridian, 
until otherwise ordered. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, December 3, 1844. 

The honorable Richard H. Bayard, from the State of Delaware ; the^ 
honorable John B. Francis, from the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations ; the honorable Ephraim H. Foster, from the State of Tennes- 
see ; the honorable James A. Pearce, from the State of Maryland ; and 
the honorable Augustus S.Porter and the honorable William Woodbridgfe, 
from the State of Michigan, attended. 

Mr. Woodbury, from the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, 
jointly with the committee appointed on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to wait on the President of the United States, and inform him 
that a quorum of each House has assembled, and that Congress is ready 
to receive any communications he may be pleased to make, reported that' 
they had performed the duty assigned them, and that the President stated^ 
that he would make a communication to the two Houses at twelve o'clock* 
this day. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Tyler, his secretary : 

To the Senate and House qf Representatives cfthe United States : 

We have continued cause for expressing our gratitude to the Supreme* 
Ruler of the Universe, for the benefits and blessings vi\\v:Xv q\x\ <^\«vXx^ ^ 
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under his kind Providence, hes enjoyed during the past year. Notwith- 
standing the exciting scenes threugh which we have passed, nothing, has. 
occurred to disturb the general peace, or to derange the harmony of our. 
political system. The great moral spectacle has been exhibited, of a nation, 
approximating in number to 20,000,000 of people, having performed the 
high and important function of electing their Chief Magistrate- for the term 
of four years, without the commission of any acts of violence, or the mani- 
festation of a spirit of insubordination to the laws. The great and inestima- 
ble right of suffrage has been exercised by all who were invested with it, un- 
der the laws of the different States, in a spirit dictated alone by a desire, in 
the selection of the agent, to advance the interests of the country, and to place 
beyond jeopardy the institutions under which it is our happiness to live. 
That the deepest interest has been manifested by all our countrymen in the 
result of the election, is not less true than highly creditable to them. Vast 
multitudes have assembled, from time to time, at various places, for the 
purpose of canvassing the merits and pretensions of those who were pre- 
sented for their suffrages; but fio armed soldiery has been necessary to re- 
strain ' within proper limits the popular zeal, or to prevent violent outbreaks. 
A principle much more controlling was found in the love of order and obe- 
dience to the laws, which, with mere individual exceptions, every wherO' 
possesses the American mind, and controls with an influence far more 
powerful than hosts of armed men. We cannot dwell upon this picture 
without recognising in it that deep and devoted attachment, on the part of 
the people, to the institutions under which we live, which proclaims their 
perpetuity. The great objection which has al ways prevailed against the elec- 
tion, by the people, of their Chief Executive officer, has been the apprehen- 
sion of tumults and disorders, which might involve in ruin the entire Gov- 
ernment. A security against this is found, not only in the fact before allud- 
ed to, but in the additional fact that we live under a Confederacy embracing 
already twenty-six States, no one of which has power to control the elec- 
tion. The popular vote in each State is taken at the time appointed by the 
laws, and such vote is announced by its electoral college, without refer- 
ence to the decision of other States. The right of suffrage, and the 
mode of conducting the election, are regulated by the laws of each State; 
and the election is distinctly federative in ail its prominent features. Thus 
it is, that, unlike what niigh t be the results under a consolidated system, riot- 
ous proceedings, should they prevail, could only affect the elections in sin- 
gle States, without disturbing, to any dangerous extent, the tranquillity of 
others. 

The great experiment of a •political confederacy — each member of which 
is supreme as to all matters appertaining to its local interests and its in- 
ternal peace and happiness, while by a voluntary compact with others it 
confides to the united power of all the protection of its citizens in matters 
not domestic — ^has been so far crowned with complete success. The world 
hai witnessed its rapid growth in wealth and population ; and, under the 
guide and direction of a superintending Providence, the developments of 
the past may be regarded but as the shadowing forth of the mighty future. 
In the bright prospects of that future, we shall find, as patriots and philan- 
thropists, the highest inducements to cultivate and cherish a love of union, 
a^ to frown down every measure or effort which may be made to alienate 
^States, or the people of the States, in sentiment and feeling, from each 
other. A rigid and close adherence to the terpns of our political compact. 
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and, above all, a sacred observance of the guaranties of the Constitutions 
will preserve union on a foundation which cannot be shaken, while per- 
s<mal liberty is placed beyond hazard or jeopardy. The guaranty of reli- 
gious freedom, of the freedom of the press, of the liberty of speech, of the< 
trial by jury, of the habeas corpus, and of the domestic institutions of each 
of the States — Cleaving the private citizen in the full exercise of the high 
and ennobling attributes of his nature, and to each State the privilege, 
which can only be judiciously exerted by itself, of consulting the means 
best calculated to advance its own happiness ; these are the great and im- 
portant guaranties of the Constitution, which the lovers of libe;rty must 
cherish, and the advocates of union must ever cultivate. Preserving these, 
and avoiding all interpolations, by forced construction, under the guise of 
an imagined expediency, upon the Constitution, the influence of our polit- 
ical system is destined to be as actively and as beneficially felt on the dis- 
tant shores of the Pacific, as it is now on thoi^ of the Atlantic ocean. The 
only formidable impediments in the way of its successful expansion (time 
and space ) are so far in the progress of modification, by the improvements 
of the age, as to render no longer speculative the ability of Representatives 
from that remote region to come up to the Capitol, so th^t their constitu- 
ents shall participate in all the benefits of Federal legislation. Thus it is 
that, iu the progress of time, the inestimable principles of civil liberty will 
be enjoyed by millions yet unborn, and the great benefits of our system of 
Government be extended to now distant and uninhabited regions. In view 
of the vast wilderness yet to be reclaimed, we may well invite the lover of 
freedom, of every land, to take up his abode among us, and assist us in the 
great work of advancing the standard of civilization, and giving a wider 
spread to the arts and refinements of cultivated life. Our prayers should 
evermore be offered up to the Father of the Universe, for hie wisdoqi to 
direct us in the path of our duty, so as to enable us to consummate these 
high purposes. 

One of the strongest objections which has been urged against con- 
federacies, by writers on Government, is,* the liability of the members 
to be tampered with by foreign Governments, or the people of for^ 
eign States, either in their local affairs, or in such as affected the 
peace 6f others, or endangered the safety of the whole confederaT 
cy. We cannot hope to be entirely exempt from such attempts on our 
peace and safety. The United States are becoming too important in 
population and resources not to attract the observatioti of other nations. 
It therefore may, in the progress of time, occur that opinions entirely ab- 
stract in the States in which they may prevail, and in no d^ree affect- 
ing their domestic institutions, may be artfully, but secretly, encouraged^ 
with a view to undermine the Union. Such opinions may become the 
foundation of political parties, until, at last, the conflict of opinion, pro'^ 
ducing an alienation of friendly feeling among the people of the dif- 
ferent States, may involve in one general destruction the happy institu- 
tions under which we live. It should ever be borne in mind, that what is 
trile in regard to individuals is equally so in regard to States. An inter- 
ference of one in the affairs of another is the fruitful source of family dis- 
sensions and neighborhood disputes; and the same caus^ afieets the peace^ 
happiness^and prosperity, of States. It may be most devoutly hop^ thai 
the good sense of the American people will ever be ready to r^pel^ suah 
attempts, should they ever be made. 
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Theve has been no material ^ange in our foreign relaliona since my last 
anaaaL message to Congress!. With all the Powers of Europe we continue 
on the most friendly termfi. Indeed, it affgrds me much se^itfaetioQ to 
state, that at BO former period has the peace of that enlightened and im- 
portant quarter of the globe ever been, apparently, more firmly estab- 
lished. The conviction that peace is the true policy of nations' would 
Stiem to be growing and becoming deeper amongst the enlightened every 
where ; and there is no people who have a stronger interest in cherishing 
the sentiments and adopting the means of preserving and giving it per- 
manence, than those of the United States. Amongst these, the first and 
most effective are, no. doubt, the strict observance of justice, and the honest 
ar^d punctual fulfilment of all engagements. But it is not to be forgotten 
that, in the present state of the world, it is no less necessary to be ready to 
enforce their observance and fulfilment in reference to ourselves^ than to 
observe and fulfil them on our. part in regard to others. 

Since the close of your last session,^a negotiation has been formally entered 
upon between the Secretary of State and Her JBritarmic Majesty's minister 
plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary residing at Washington, relative 
to the rights of their respective nations in and over the Oregon Territory. 
That negotiation is still pending. Should it, during your session, be brought 
to a definitive conclusion, the result will be promptly communicated to Con- 
gress. I would, however, again call your attention to the recommendations 
contained in previous messages, designed to protect and fsu^ilitate emigra- 
tion to that Territory. The establishment of military posts at suitable pomts 
upon the extended line of land travel would enable our citizens to migrate 
in comparative safety to the fertile regions below th^e falls of the Columbia,' 
and m^ke the provision of the existing convention, for the joint occupation 
of the Territory by subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the United 
States, more available than heretofore to the ktter. These posts would 
constitute places of rest for the weary emigrant, where he would be 5hel- 
twed securely against the danger of attack from the Indians, and be en- 
abled to recover from the exhaustion of a long line of travel. Legislative 
enactments should also be made, which should spread over him the aegis of 
our laws, so as to afford protection to his person and property when he 
shall have reached his distant home. In this latter respect, the British 
Government has been much more careful of the interests of such of her 
people as are to be found in that country, than the United States. She has 
made ^cessary provision for their security and protection against the acts 
of the viciously disposed and lawless, and her emigrant reposes in safety 
under the panc^ly of her laws. W^hatever may be the result of the pend- 
ing negotiation, such measures are necessary. It will afford me the greatest 
pleasure to witness a happy and favorable termination to the existing ne- 
gotiation, upon terms compatible with the public honor; and the best ef- 
forts of the Government will continue to be directed to this end. 

It would have afforded me the highest gratification, in this my last annual 
communication to Congress, to have been able to announce to you the com- 
plete and entire settlement and adjustment of other matters in difference 
between the United States and the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, 
which were adverted to in a previous message. It is so obviously the in^ 
terest of both countries, in respect to the large and valuable commerce 
which exists between them, that all causes of complaint, however incon^ 
siderable, should be with the greatest promptitude removed, that it must 
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be legafded n& cause of regtei that any umieeessary delays should be p^* 
mitted to interveDe. It is true that, in a pecuniary point of tIqw, the mat* 
ters alluded to are altogether insignificant in amount, when compared with 
the ample resources of that great nation ; but they^ nevertheless, more 
particularly that limited class which arise under seizivresand detentions of 
American ships on the coast of Africa^ upon the mistaken supposition, in- 
dulged in at the time the wrong was committed, of their being engaged in 
the slave trade, deeply affect the sensibilities of this Government and 
people. Great Britain, having recognised her responsibility to repair all 
such wrongs by her action in other cases^.leaves nothing to be regretted 
upon the subject, as to all cases arising prior to the treaty of Washington^ 
than the delay in making suitable reparation in such of them as fall plainly 
within the prindple of others which she has bng since adjusted. The in- 
jury inflicted by delays in the settlement of these claims falls with severity 
upon the individual claimants, and makes a strong appeal to her magna- 
nimity and sense of justice for a speedy settlement. Other matters, arising 
out of the construction of existing treaties,^ also remain unadjusted, and 
will continue to be urged upon her attention. 

The labors of the joint commission appointed by the two Governments 
to run the dividing line established by the treaty of Washington, were, 
unfortunately, much delayed in the commencement of the season by the 
failure of Congress, at its last session, to make a timely appropriation of 
fimds to meet the expenses of the American party, and by other causes. 
The United States comnussioner, however, expresses *his expectotion that^ 
by increased diligence and energy, the party will be able to make up for 
lost time. 

We continue to receive assurances of the most friendly feeUngs on the 
part of all the other European Powers, with each and all of whour it is so 
obviously our interest to cultivate the most amicable relations. Nor can I 
anticipate the occurrence of any event which would be likely, in any de- 
gree, to disturb those relations. Russia, the great northern Power, under 
the judicious sway of her Emperor, is constantly advancing in the road of 
science and improvement; while France, guided by , the counsels of her 
wise sovereign, pursues a course calculated to consolidate the general 
peace. Spain has obtained a breathing spell of some duration from the 
internal convulsions which have through so many years marred her pros- 
perity ; while Austria, the Netherlands, Prussia, Belgium, and the other 
Powers of Europe, reap a rich harvest of blessings from the prevailing 
peace. 

I informed the two Houses of Congress, in my message of December 
last, that instructions had been given to Mr. Wheaton,our minister at Ber- 
lin, to negotiate a treaty with the Germanic States composing the Zoll Ve- 
rein, if it could be done— rstipulating, as far as it was practicable to accom"- 
plish it, for a reduction of the heavy and onerous duties levied on our to- 
bacco and other leading articles of agricultural production, and yielding in 
return, on our part, a reduction of duties on such articles, the product of 
their industry, as should not come into competition, or but a limited one, 
with articles the product of our manufacturing industry. The Executive, 
in giving such instructions, considered itself asr acting in strict conformity 
with the wishes of Congress, as made known through several measures 
which it had adopted, all directed to the accomplishment of this important 
result. The treaty was therefore negotiated, by which ^^s«€kXSaX \^^\x^- 



10 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. [Dec. 3. 

lions were secured in the duties levied by the ZoU: Verein, on tobacooy rice, 
and lardy accompanied by a stipulation for the admission of raW cottDn free 
of duty ; in exchange for which highly important concessions, a reduction 
of duties imposed by the laws of the United States on a variety of articles, 
most of which were luimitted free of all duty under the act of Congress 
commonly known as the compromise law, and but few of which were pro- 
duced in the United States, was stipulated for on our part. This treaty 
was communicated to the Senate at an early day of its last session, but not 
acted upon until near its close ; when, for the want, as I am bound to pre* 
sume, of full time to consider it, it was laid upon the table. This procedure 
had the effect of virtually rejecting it, in consequence of a stipulation con- 
tained in the treaty, that its ratifications should be exchanged on or before a 
day which has already passed. The Executive, acting upon the fair infer- 
ence that ttie Senate did not intend its absohite rejection, gave instructions 
to our minister at Berlin to reopen the negotiation, so far as to obtain an 
extension of time for the exchange of ratifications. I regret, however, to 
say, that his eflforts in this respect have been unsuccessful. I am, never- 
theless, not without hope that the great advantages which were intended 
fo be secured by the treaty may yet be realized. 

I am happy to inform you that Belgium has, by an " arrUiroyalt^^ is- 
sued in July last, assimilated the flag of the United States to her own, so 
far as the direct trade between the two countries is concerned. This meas- 
ure will prove of great service to our shipping interest, the trad& having 
heretofore been carried on chiefly in foreign bottoms. I flatter myself that 
she will speedily resort to a modification of her system relating to the to*- 
bacco trade, which would decidedly benefit the agriculture of the United 
States, and operate to the mutual advantage of both countries. 

No dcrtinitive intelligence has yet been received, from our minister, of the 
conclusion of a treaty with the Chinese Empire ; but enough is known to 
induce the strongest hopes that the mission will be crowned with success. 

With Brazil, our relations continue on the most friendly footing. The 
commercial intercourse between that growing empire and the United 
States is becoming daily of greater importance to both; and it is to the inte- 
rest of both that the firmest relations of amity and good will should con- 
tinue to be cultivated between them. 

The Republic of New Granada still withholds, notwithstanding the most 
persevering efibrts have been employed by our charge d^aflfaires, Mr. Black- 
ford, to produce d\, different result, indemnity in the case of the brig " Mor- 
ris ;" and the Congress of Venezuela, although an arrangement has been 
effected between our minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of that 
Government, for the payment of jS 18,000, in discharge of its liabilities in 
the same case, has altogether neglected to make provision for its pay- 
ment. It is to be hoped that a sense of justice will soon induce a settle- 
ment of these claims. 

Our late minister to Chili, Mr. Pendleton, has returned to the United 
States without having effected an adjustment in the second claim of the 
Macedonian, which is delayed on grounds altogether frivolous and untena- 
ble. Mr. Pendleton's successor ha9 been directed to urge the claim in the 
strongest terms ; and, in the event of a failure to obtain a prompt ad- . 
justment, to report the fact to the Executive at as early a day as possible, 
so that the whole matter may be communicated to Congress. 

At your last session, I submitted to the attention of Coqgress the con- 
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vetition with the Republic of P«ru of the 17th March, 1841, providing for 
the adjustment of the claims of citizens of the United States against that 
Republic; but no definitive action was taken upon the subject. I ag:ain 
invite to it your attention and prompt action. 

In my last annual message, I felt it to be my duty to make known to 
Congress, in terms both plain and emphatic, my opinion in regard to the 
war which has so long existed between Mexico and Texas, which, since 
the battle of San Jacinto, has consisted altogether of predatory incursions, 
attended by circumstances revtilting to humanity. I repeat now, what I 
then ssAdf that, after eight years of feeble and ineffectual qfforts to re« 
conquer Texas, it was time that the war should have ceased. The United 
States have a direct interest in the question. The contiguity of the two na- 
tions to our territory was but too well calculated to involve our peace. Un- 
just suspicions were engendered in the mind of one or the other of the 
belligerents against us ; and, as a necessary consequence, American interr 
ests were made to suffer, and our peace became daily endangered. In ad^ 
diiion to which, it must have been obvious to all, that the exhaustion 'pro«- 
duced by the war subjected both Mexico aud Texas to the interference of 
other Powers, which, without the interposition of this Governmentj might 
eventuate in the most serious injury to the United States. This Govern- 
ment, from time to time, exerted its friendly offices to bring about a termi- 
nation of hostilities upon terms honorable alike to both the belligerents. 
Its efforts in this behalf proved unavailing. Mexico seemed, almost with- 
out an object, to persevere in the war, and no other alternative was left the 
Executive, but to take advantage of the well-known dispositions of Texas, > 
and to invite her to enter into a treaty for annexing her territory to that of 
the United States, 

Since your last session, Mexico has threatened to renew the war, and 
has either made, or proposes to make, formidable preparations for invading 
Texas. She has issued decrees and proclamations, preparatory to the 
commencement of hostilities, full of threats revolting to humanity, and 
which, if carried into effect, would arouse the attention of all ChristendonL 
This new demonstration of feeling, there is too much reason to believe, 
has been produced in consequence of the negotiation of the late treaty of 
annexation with Texas. The Executive, therefore, could not be indiffer- 
ent to such proceedings; and it felt it to be due, as well to itself as to the 
honor of the eountry, that a strong representation should be made to the 
Mexican Government u^on the subject. This was accordingly done, as 
will be seen by the copy of the accompanying despatch from the Secretary 
of State to the United States envoy, at Mexico. Mexico has no right to 
jeopard the peace of the world by urging any longer a useless and fruitlesa 
contests Such a condition of things would not be tolerated on the Euro- 
pean continent. Why should it be on this ? A war of desolation, such as 
is now tlireateaed by Mexico, cannot be waged without involving our 
peace and tranquillity. It is idle to believe that such a war could be 
looked upon with indiffsrence by our own citizens, inhabiting adjoin- 
ing States ; and our neutrality would be violated, in despite of all eSoris 
on the part of the Government to prevent it. The country is settled by 
emigrants from the United States, under invitations held out to them by 
Spain and Mexico. Those emigrants have left behind them friends and 
relatiyes, who would not fail to sympathize with them in their difficulties, 
and who would be led by those sympathies to particiipaX^ vci >JwKvt %\\>5%- 
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gles, howev^ energetic the action of the Government to prevent it. Nor 
would the numerous and formidable bands of Indians, the most warlike to 
be found in any land, which occupy the extensive regions contiguous to the 
States of Arkansas and Missouri, and who are in possession of large tracts 
of country within the limits of Texas, be likely to remain passive. The 
inclinations of those numerous tribes lead them invariably to war, when- 
erer pretexts exist. 

Mexico had no just ground of displeasure against this Government or 
people for negotiating the treaty. What interest of hers was affected by 
the treaty ? She was despoiled of nothing, since Texas was foreVer lost 
to her. The independence of Texas was recognised by several of the lead^ 
ing Powejs of the earth. She was free to treat — ^free to adopt her own 
line of policy — free to take the course which she believed was best calcu- 
lated to secure her happiness. Her Government and people decided on 
annexation to the United States ; and the Executive saw, in the acquisi- 
tion of such a territory, the means of advancing their permanent happiness 
and gloiry. What principle of good faith, then, was violated ? What rule 
of political morals trampled under foot? So far as Mexico herself was 
concerned, the measure should have been regarded by her as highly beneficial. 
Her inability to reconquer Texas had been exhibited, I repeat, by eight 
(now nine) years of fruitless and ruinous contest. In the mean time, Texas 
has been growing in population and resources. Emigration has flowed 
into her territory, from all parts of the world, in a current which continues 
to increase in strength. Mexico requires a permanent boundary between 
that young Republic and herself. Texas, at no distant day, if she continues 
separate and detached from the United States, will inevitably seek to con- 
solidate her strength by adding to her domain the contiguous provinces of 
Mexico. The spirit of revblt from the control of the Central Government 
has heretofore manifested itself in some of those provinces ; and it is fair 
to infer that they would be inclined to take the first favorable opportunity 
to proclaim their independence, and to form close alliances with Texas. 
The war would thus be endless ; or, if cessations of hostilities should occurs 
they would only endure, for a season. The interests of Mexico, therefore, 
could in nothing be better consulted thaii in a peace with her neighbors, 
which would result in the establishment of a permanent boundary. Upon 
the ratification of the treaty, the Executive was prepared to treat with her 
on the most liberal basis. Hence the boundaries of Texas were left unde- 
fined by the treaty. The Executive proposed to settle these upon terms 
that all the world should have pronounced just and reasonable. No nego- 
tiation upon that point could have been undertaken between the United 
States and Mexico, in advance of the ratification of the treaty. We should 
have had no right, no power, no authority, to have conducted such a nego- 
tiation ; and to have undertaken it ivould have been an assumption equally 
revolting to the pride of Mexico and Texas, and subjecting us to the charge 
of arrogance ; while to hav« proposed, in advance of annexation, to satisfy 
Mexico for any contingent interest she might haVe in Texas, would have 
been to have treated Texas not as an independent Power, but as a mere 
dependency of Mexico. This assumption could not have been acted on 
by the Executive, without setting at defiance your own solemn declaration 
that that Republic was an independent State. Mexico had, it is true, 
threatened war against the United States, in the event the treaty of annex- 
ation was ratified. 
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The Executiire could not permit itself to be influeQc^d by this threat. 
It represented, in this, the spirit of our people, who are ready to sacrifice 
much for peace, but nothing to intimidation. A war, under any cir- 
cumstances, is greatly to be deplored, and the United States is the last 
nation to desire it ; but if, as the condition of peace, it be required of us to 
forego the unquestionable right of treating with an independent Power of 
our own continent upon matters highly advantageous to both, and that upon 
a naked and unsustained pretension of claim, by a third Power, to control 
the free will of the Power with whom we treat — devoted as we may be 
to peace, and anxious to cultivate friendly relations with the whole world — 
the Executive does not hesitate to say that the pepple of the United States 
would be ready to brave all consequences, sooner than submft to such 
condition. But no apprehension of war was entertained by the Executive ; 
and I must express frankly the opinion, that, had the treaty been ratified 
by the Senate, it would have been followed by a prompt settlement, to 
the entire satisfaction of Mexico, of every matter in difference between the 
two countries. Seeing, then, that neMr preparations for hostile invasion of 
Texas were about to be adopted by Mexico, and that these were brought 
«bout because Texas had adopted the suggestions of the Executive upon 
the subject of annexation, it could not passively have folded its arms and 
permitted a war, threatened to be accompanied by^ every act that could 
m^rk a barbarous age, to be waged.against her, because she had done so. 

Other considerations of a controlling. character influenced the course of 
the Executive. The treaty which bad thus been negotiated had failed to 
receive the ratification of the Senate. One of the chief objections which 
was urged against it, was found to consist in the fact, that the question of 
annexation had not been submitted to the ordeal of public opinion in the 
United States. However untenable such an objection was esteemed to 
be, in vieW of the unquestionable power of the Executive to negotiate the 
treaty, and the great and lasting interests involved in the question, I felt 
it to be my duty to submit the whole subject to Congress, as the best ex- 
pounders of popular sentiment. No definitive action having been taken 
on the subject by Congress, the question referred itself directly to the de- 
cision of the States and the people. The great popular election which 
has just terminated afforded the best ^opportunity of ascertaining the vfjXl 
of the States and the people upon it. Pending that issue, it became the 
imperative duty of the Executive to inform Mexk» that the question of 
annexation was still before the American people; and that, until their deci- 
sion was pronounced, any serious invasion of Texas would be regarded as an 
attempt to forestall their judgment, and could not be looked upon with indif- 
ference. I am most happy to inform you, that no such invasion has taken 
place; and I trusty that, whatever youriUrtion may be upon it, Mexico will 
see the importance of deciding the matter by a resort to peaceful expedients^ 
in preference to thoge of arms. The decision of the people and the States, on 
thki great and interesting subject, has been decisively manifested. The qqes- 
tion of annexation has been presented nakedly to their consideration. By 
the treaty itself) all collateral and incidental issues, which were calculated to 
divide and distract the public councils, were carefully avoided. These were 
left te the wisdom of the futm*e to determine. It presented, I repeat, the iso- 
lated question of annexation; and in that form it has been submitted to 
the ordeal of public sentiment- Axontrolling majority of the people, and 
a large minority of the States, have declared in favor of vq»sE2^^>ii>w^ ^xx- 



14 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. [Dec. 3. 

nexation. Instructions have thus come up to both branches of Congress, 
from their respective constituents, in terms the most emphatic. It is the 
will of both the people and the States, that Texas shall betinnexed to the 
Union, promptly and immediately. It may be hoped that, in carrying into 
execution the public will, thus declared, all collateral issues may be avoid- 
ed. Future Legislatures can best decide as to the number of States which 
should be formed out of the territory, when the time has arrived for de- 
ciding that question. So with all others. By the treaty, the United States 
assumed the payment of the debts of Texas, to an amount not exceeding 
j^l 0,000,000; to be paid, with the exception of a sum falling short. of 
0400,000, exclusively out of the proceeds of the sales of her public lands. 
We could not, with honor, take the lands, without assuming the full pay- 
ment of all encumbrances upon them. 

Nothing has occurred, since your last session, to induce a doubt that the 
dispositions of Texas remain unaltered. No intimation of an altered de- 
termination, on the part of her Government and people, has been furnish- 
ed to the Executive. She still desirA to throw herself under the protec- 
tion of our laws, and to partake of the blessings of our federative system, , 
while every American interest would seem to require it. The extension ' 
of our coastwise and foreign trade, to an amount almost incalculable ; 
the enlargement of the market for our manufactures ; a constantly grow- 
ing market for our agricultural productions ; safety to our frontiers, and 
additional strength and stability to the Union-T-these are the i'esults which 
would rapidly develop themselves, upon the consummation of the meas- 
ure of annexation. In such event, I will not doubt but that Mexico 
would find her true intereist to consist in meeting the advances of this 
Government in a spirit of amity. 

Nor do I apprehend any serious complaint from any other quarter^ no 
sufficient ground exists for such complaint. We should interfere in no 
respect with the rights of any other nation. There cannot be gathered 
from the act any design on our part to do so with their possessions on this 
continent. We have interposed no impediments in the way of such acqui- 
sitions of territory, large and extensive as many of them are, as the leading 
Powers of Europe have made, from time to time, in every part of the 
world. We seek no conquest made* by war. No intrigue will have bpen 
resorted to, or acts of diplomacy essayed, to accomplish the annexation of 
Texas. Free and independent herself, she asks to be received into our 
Union. It is a question for our own decision, whether she shall be re- 
ceived or not. 

The two Governments having already agreed, through their respective 
organs, on the terms of annexation; I would recommend their adoption by 
Congress in the form of a joint resolution, or act, to be perfected and made 
binding on the two countries when adopted in like manner by the Govern- 
ment of Texas. « 

In order that the subject may be fully presented in all its bearings, the 
.correspondence which has taken place in reference to it, since the adjourn- 
ment of Congress^ between the United States, Texas, and Mexico, is here- 
with transmitted. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the convention concluded 
between the United States and Mexico on the 20th of November, 1843, - 
have been transmitted through our minister, for the concurrence of the 
Mexican Government; but^ although urged thereto, noactioin has yet been 
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had on the subject, nor has any answer been giren which would authorize 
a favorable conclusion in the future. 

The decree of September, 1843, in relation to the retail trade, the order 
for the expulsion of foreigners, and that of a more recent date in regard to 
passports — all of which are considered as in violation of the treaty of amity 
and commerce between the two countries — have led to a correspondence of 
considerable length between the Minister for Foreign Relations and our rep- 
resentatives at Mexico, but withiout any satisfactory result.^ They remain 
still unadjusted, and many and serious inconveniences have already result- 
ed to our citizens in cdnsequonce of them. 

Questions growing out of the act of disarming a body of Texan troops 
under the command of Major Snively, by an officer in the service of the 
United States, acting under the orders of our (rovernment ; and the forcible 
entry into the custom-house at Bryarly's Landing, on Red river, by certain 
citizens of the United States, and taking away therefrom the goods sieized 
by the collector of the customs as forfeited under the laws of Texas, have 
been adjusted, so far as the powers of the Executive extend. The corres- 
pondence between the two Governments, in reference to both subjects, will 
be found amongst the accompanying documents. It contains a full state- 
ment of all the facts and circumstances, with the views taken on both sides, 
and the principles on which the questions have been adjusted. It remains 
for Congress to make the necessary appropriation to carry the arrangement 
into effect, which I respectfully recommend. 

The greatly improved condition of the Treasury affords a subject for 
general congratulation. The paralysis which had fallen on triGide and com- 
merce, and which subjected the Government to the necessity of resorting 
to loans, and the issue of Treasury notes to a large amount, has passed 
away; and, after the payment of upwards of jB7,000,000 on account of thie 
interest and in redemption of more than ^^5,000,000 of the public debt, 
which falls due on the 1st of January next, and setting apart upwards of 
{02,000,000 for the payn^ient of outstanding' Treasury notes, and meeting an 
instalment of the debts of the corporate cities of the District of Columbia, 
an estimated surplus of upwards of jS7,000,000, over and above the exist- 
ing appropriations, will remain in iht Treasury at the close of the fiscal 
year. Should the Treasury notes continue outstanding, as heretofore, that 
surplus will be considerably augmented. Although all interest has ceased 
upon them, and the Government has invited their return to the Treasury, 
yet they remain outstanding, affording great facilities to commerce, and es- 
tablishing the fact that, under a well-regulated system of finance, the Gov- 
ernment has resources within itself which render it independent, in time of 
need, not only of private loans, but also of bank facilities. 

The only reniaining subject of regret is, that the remaining stocks of the 
Government do not fall due at an earlier day, since their redemption would 
be entirely within its control. As it is, it may be well worthy the con- 
sideration of Congress, whether the law establishing the sinking fund — 
under the operation of which the debts of the Revolution and last war 
with Great Britain were, to a great extent, extinguished— should not, with 
proper modifications, (so as to prevent an accuuiulation of surpluses, and 
limited in amount to a specific sum,) be re-enacted. Such provision, which 
would authorize the Government to go into the market for a purchase of 
its own stock, on fair terms, would serve to maintain its credit at the high- 
est point, and prevent, to a great extent, those fluctuations lu \.\\^ y^cj^ ^S. 
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its securities, which might under other circumstances affect its credit. 
No apprehension of this sort is, at this moment, entertained ; since the 
stocks of the Government which but two years ago were offered for sale 
to capitalists, at hom^ and abroad, at a depreciation, and could find no 
purchasers, are now greatly above par in the hands of the holders ; but a 
wise and prudent forecast admonishes us to place beyond the reach of con- 
tingency the public credit. 

It must also be a matter of unmingled gratification, that, under the ex- 
isting financial system — resting upon the act of 1789 and the resolution of 
1816 — the currency of the country h^s attained a state of perfect sound- 
ness ; and the rates of exchange between different parts of the Union — 
which in 1841 denoted, by (heir enormous amount, the great deprecia- 
tion, and in fact worthlessness, of the currency in most of the States — are 
now reduced to little more than the mere expense of transporting specie 
from, place to place, and the risk incident to the.operation. In a new coun- 
try like, that of the United States, where so many inducements are held 
out for speculation, the depositories of the surplus revenue, consisting of 
banks of any description, when it reaches any considerable amount, re- 
quire the closest vigilance on the part of the Government. All banking 
institutions, under whatever denomination they may pass, are governed 
by an almost exclusive regard to the interest of the stockholders. That 
interest consists in the augmentation of profits, in the form of dividends; 
and a large surplus revenue intrusted to their custody is but too apt to 
lead to excessive loans and to extravagantly large issues of paper. As a 
necessary consequence, prices are nominally increased, and the speculative 
mania every where seizes upon the public mind. A fictitious state of pros- 
perity for a season exists; and, in the language of the day, money becomes 
plenty. Contracts are entered into by individuals, resting on this unsub- 
stantial state of things ; but the delusion speedily passes away, and the 
country is overrun with an indebtedness so weighty as to overwhelm many, 
and to visit every department of industry \Vith great and ruinous embar- 
rassment. The greatest vigilance- becomes necessary, on the part of Gov- 
ernment, to guard against this state of things. The depositories must be 
given distinctly to understand, that' the favors of the Government will be 
altogether withdrawn, or substantially diminished, if its revenues shall be 
regarded as additions to their banking capital, or as the foundation of an 
enlarged circulation. The Government, through its revenue, has at all 
times an important part to perform in connexion with the currency; and 
it greatly depends upon its vigilance and care, whether the country be in- 
volved in embarrassments similar to those which it has had recently to 
encounter, or, aided by the action of the Treasury, shall be preserved in 
a sound and healthy condition. 

The dangers to be guarded against are greatly augmented by too large 
a surplus of revenue. When that surplus greatly exceeds in amount what 
shall be required by a wise and prudent forecast to meet unforeseen con- 
tingencies, the Legislature itself may come to be seized with a disposition 
to indulge in extravagant appropriations to objects, many of which may, 
and most probably would, be found to conflict with the Constitution. A 
fancied expediency is elevated above constitutional authority, and a reck- 
less and wasteful extravagance but too certainly follows. The important 
power of taxation, which, when exercised in its most restricted form, is a 
burdeh on labor and production, is resorted to, under various pretexts, for 
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extravagance of Government stimulates individual extravagance, until tbi 
spirit of a wild and ill-regulated speculation involves one and all in its mi^ 
fortunate results. In view of such fatal consequences, it may be laid down 
as an axiom, founded in moral and political truth, that no greater taxes 
should be imposed than are necessary for an economical administration of 
the GoverRment ; and that whatever exists beyond should be reduced or 
modified. This doctrine does in no way conflict with the exercise of a 
sound discrimination in the selection of the articles to be taxed, which a 
due r^ard to the public weal would at all times suggest to the legislative 
mind. It leaves the range of selection undefined ; and such selection shouM 
always be made with an eye to the great interests of the country. Com* 
posed, as is the Union, of separate and independent States, a patriotic L^ 
gislature will not fail, in consulting the interests of the parts, to adopt such 
course as will be best calculated to advance the harmony of the whole, 
and thus insure that perman^icy in the policy of the Government without 
which all efforts to advance the public prosperity are vain and fruitless; 
This great and vitally important task rests with Congress ; and the Execu- 
tive can do no more than recommend the general principles which should 
govern in its execution. 

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of War, for an exhibition of the 
condition of the army ; and recommend to you, as well worthy your best con- 
sideration, many of the stiggestions it contains. The Secretary in no degree 
exaggerates the great importance of pressing forward, without delay, in the 
work of erecting and finishing the fortifications to which he particu" 
larly alludes. Much has been done towards placing our cities and road* 
steads in a stale of security against the hazards of hostile attack, within 
the last four years ; but considering the new elements which have been, 
of late years, employed in the propelling of ships, and the formidable im- 
plements of destruction which have been brought into service, we cannot 
be too active or vigilant in preparing and perfecting the means of defence. 
I refer you, also, to his report, for a full statement of the condition of the 
Indian tribes within our jurisdiction. The Executive has abated no eflFon 
in carrying into efiect the well-established policy of the Government, which 
contemplates a removal of all the tribes residing within the limits of the 
several States beyond those limits; and it is now enabled to congratulate 
the country at the prospect of an early consummation of this object. Many 
of the tribes have already made great progress in the arts of civihzed life ; 
and through the operation of the schools established among them, aided 
by the efibrts of the pious men, of various religious denominations, who 
devote themselves to the task of their improvement, we may fondly hope 
that the remains of the formidable tribes which were once masters of this 
country, will, in their transition from the savage state to a condition of re* 
filiement and cultivation, add another bright trophy to adorn the labors of 
a iW^U-directed philauithropy. 

.The accompanying report of the Secretary of the Navy vvill explain to 
you the situation of that branch of the service* The present organizatiotr 
of the department imparts to its operations great efficiency ; but I con-^ 
ci^r fully in the propriety of a division of the bureau of Construction^ 
Squipment, and Repairs, into two bureaus. The subjects, as now ar-^ 
muged, are incongruous, a)»d reijuire, to a certain extent, information and 
qiW^iliQ^tictp altog!3tb«r dis^iilar. 
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The operatiohs of the squadron on the coast of Africa have been con- 
ducted with all due attention to the object which led to its origination ; 
and I am happy to say, that the officers and crews have enjoyed the best 
possible health, under the system adopted by the officer in command. It 
is believed that the United States is the only nation which has, by its laws, 
subjected to the punishment of death, as pirates, those who may be en- 
gaged in the slave trade. A similar enactment on the part of other na- 
tions would not fail to be attended by beneficial results. 

In consequence of the difficulties which have existed in the way of se- 
curing titles for the necessary grounds, operations have not yet been com- 
menced towards the establishment of the navy yard at Memphis. So 
soon as the title is perfected, no further delay will be permitted to inter- 
vene. It is well worthy of your consideration, whether Congress should 
not direct the establishment of a rope walk, in connexion with the contem- 
plated navy yard, as a measure not only of economy, but as highly usefUl 
and necessary. The only establishment of the sort now connected with 
the service is located at Boston ; and the advantages of a similar estabhsh- 
ment, convenient to the hemp-growing region, must be apparent to all. 

The report of the Secretary presents other matters to your consideration, 
of an important character, in connexion with the service. 

In referring you to the accompanying report of the Postmaster General, 
it affords me continued cause of gratification to be able to advert to the fact, 
that the affairs of the department, for the last four years, have been so 
conducted as, from its unaided resources, to meet its large expenditures. 
On my coming into office,adebt of nearly {8500,000 existed against the depart- 
ment, which Congress discharged by an appropriation from the Treasury. 
The department, on the 4th of March next, will be found, under the man- 
agement of its present efficient head, free of debt or embarrassment, which 
could only have been done by the observance and practice of the greatest 
vigilance and economy. The laws have contemplated, throughout, that 
the department should be self-sustained ; but it may become necessary, 
with the wisest regard to the public interests, to introduce amendments 
and alterations in the system. There is a strong desire manifested, in many 
quarters, so to alter the tariff of letter postage as to reduce the amount of 
tax at present imposed. Should such a measure be carried into effect, to 
the full extent desired, it cannot well be doubted but that, for the first years 
of its operation, a diminished revenue would be collected, the supply of 
which would necessarily constitute a charge upon the Treasury. Whether 
such a result would be desirable, it will be for Congress, in its wisdom, to de- 
termine. It may in general be asserted as true, that radical alterations in any 
system should rather be brought about gradually, than by sudden changes; 
and by pursuing this prudent policy in the reduction of letter postage, the 
department might still sustain itself through the revenue which would ac- 
crue by the increase of letters. The state and condition of the public 
Treasury has heretofore been such as to have precluded the recommenda- 
tion of any material change. The difficulties upon this head have, how- 
ever, ceased, and a larger discretion is now left to the Government. 

I cannot too strongly urge the policy of authorizing the establishment of 
a line of «team ships regularly to ply between this country and foreign ports, 
and upon our own waters, for the transportation of the mail. The exam^ 
pie of the British 6overi\ment is well worthy of imitation in this respect. 
The belief is strongly entertained, that the emoluments arising ftom the 
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iraki^M^iation ai m^il matter to far^gn connlms w(m\d operate of itaelf 
asan induceinent to cause individual enterprise to undertake that branehi 
of the task ; and the remuueration of the Government would consist in the 
addition readily made to our steam navy, in case of emergency, by the ships 
so employed. Should this suggestion meet your approval, the propriety of 
placing such ships under the command of experienced officers of the navy 
will not escape your observation. ^.The application of steam to the pur- 
poses of naval warfare cogently recommends an extensive steam marine, 
as important in estimating the defences of the country. Fortunately, this 
may be attained by us to a great extent without incurring any large amount 
of expenditure. Steam vessels, to be engaged in the transportation of the; 
mails on our principal watercourses, lakes, and parts of our coast, could 
also be so constructed as to be efficient as war vessels when needed, and* 
would of themselves constitute a formidable force in order to repel attacks 
from abroad. We cannot be blind to the fact, that other nations have 
already added large numbers of steam ships to their naval armaments, 
and that this new and powerful agent is destined to revolutionize the con- 
dition of the world. It becomes the United States, therefore, looking to 
their security, to adopt a similar policy j and the plan suggested will ena- 
ble them to do so at a small comparative cost. 

I take the greatest pleasure in bearing testimony to the zeal and untiring 
industry which has characterized the conduct of the members of the Execu- 
tive Cabinet. Each, in his appropriate sphere, has rendered me the most effi-^ 
cient aid in carryingon the Government; and it will not, I trust, appear out 
of place for mo to hear this public testimony in their behalf. The cardinal 
objects which should ever be held in view by those intrusted with the ad- 
ministration of public affairs, are rigidly, and without favor or affection, so 
to interpret the national will, expressed in the laws, as that injustice should 
be done to none—justice to all. This has been the rule upon which they 
have acted ; and thus it is believed that few cases^if any, exist, whereui 
our fellow-citizens who, from time to time, have been drawn to the seat of 
Government for the settlement of their transactions with the GovermBent, 
have gone away dissatisfied. Where the testimony has been perfected^ 
and was esteemed satisfactory, their claims have been promptly audited; 
and this in the absence of all favoritism or partiality. The Government 
which is not just to its own people can neither claim their affection nor 
the respect of the world. At the same time, the closest attention has been 
paid to those matters which relate more immediately to the great concerns 
of the country. Order and efficiency in each branch of the public service 
have prevailed, accompanied by a system of the most rigid responsibility 
on the part of the receiving and disbursing agents. The fact, in illustra- 
tion of the truth of this remark, deserves to be noticed, that the revenues 
of the Government, amounting, in the last four years, to up wards, of 
0120,000,000, have been collected and disbursed, through the numerous 
Governmental agents, without the loss, by default, of any, amount worthy, 
of serious commentary. 

The appropriations made by Congress for the improvement of the rivers 
of the West and of the harbors on the lakes are in a course of judicious 
expenditure, under suitable agents, and are destined, it is to be hoped, to 
realize all the benefits designed to be accomplished by Congress. I can- 
not, however, sufficiently impress upon Congress the great importance, of 
withholding appropriations from improvements which are uat9.a^\\alvcv&^> 
by previous examination and survey, to be aeeioi^^f^?) \ftt xW. ^c^xa^ ^^^ 
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pMtectiion of tcftde fimm tba dangers of storms and teinfi^sts. Witiitottl; Uus 
preeautian, tbe expenditures are but too apt to inure to the benefit ol in^ 
dividualsi without reference to the only consideratian wbieh can.reoder 
them constitutional— the public interests and the general good. 

I cannot too earnestly urge upon you the interests of this District, over 
which, by tbe Constitution, Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. It would 
be deeply to be regretted should there ^, at any time, ground to complaia 
of neglect on the part of a community which, detached ajs it is from tbe 
parental care of the States of Virginia and Maryland, can only expect aid 
from Congress, as its local Legisdature. Amongst the subjects which claim 
your attention is the prompt organization of an asylum for the insane, wha 
may be found, from time to time, sojourning within the District. Such 
course is also demanded by considerations which apply to branches of the 
public service. For the necessities in this behalf, I invite your particu- 
lar attention to the report of the Secretary of the Navy. 

I have thus, gentlemen of the two Houses of Congress, presented 
you a true and faithful picture of the condition of public affairs, both 
foreign and domestic. The wants of the public service are made known 
to you, and matters of no ordinary importance are urged upon your con- 
sideration. Shall I not be permitted to congratulate you on the happy aus^ 
^ces under which you have assembled, and at the important change in the 
condition of things which has occurred in the last three years? Durii^ 
that period, questions with foreign Powers, of vital importance to the peace 
of our country, have been settled and adjusted ; a desolating and wasting 
war with savage tribes has been brought to a close ; the internal tran- 
quillity of the country, threatened by agitating questions^ has been preserved; 
the credit of the Government, which had experienced a temporary embar*^ 
rassment, has been thoroughly restored; its coffers, which for a seas<^ 
were empty, have been replenished; a currency, nearly uniform in its 
value, has taken the place of one depreciated and almost worthless ; com- 
merce and manufactures, which had suffered in common with every oaher 
interest, have once more revived, and the whole country exhibits an as- 
pect of prosperity and happiness ; trade and barter, no longer governed 
by a wild and speculative mania, rest upon a solid and substantial footing; 
and the rapid growth of our cities, in every direction, bespeaks most strongly 
the favorable circumstances by which we are surrounded. 

My happiness in the retirement which shortly awaits me is the ardent 
hope, which I experience, that this state of prosperity is neither deceptive 
nor destined to be short lived ; and that measures which have not yet re- 
ceived its sanction, but which I cannot but regard as closely connected with 
tbe honor, the glory, and still more enlarged prosperity of the country, are^ 
destined, at an early day, to receive the approval of Congress. Under these 
circumstances, and with these anticipations, I shall most gladly leave ta 
others, .more able than myself, the noble and pleasing task of sustaining the 
public prosperity. I shall carry with me into retirem^it the gratifying re- 
flection, that, as my sole object throughout has been to advance the publio 
good, I may not entirely have failepl in accomplishing it ; and this gratifi- 
cation is heightened in no small degree by the fact, that when, under a deep 
and abiding sense of duty, I have found myself constrained to resort to the 
qualified veto, it has neither been followed by disapproval on the part of 
the people, nor weakened in any degree their attadiment to that great 
conservative feature of our Government* JOHN TYLER. 

Washiwoton. ifietfeifiier^ i844. 
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The message was read. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 
Ordered, That it be printed, and that three thousand five hundred copies 
of the message, and three thousand copies of the message and acoosmpa^ 
nying documents, in addition to the usual number, be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

On moiion, 
The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, December 4, 1844. 

The honorable John Henderson, from the State of Mississippi, and the 
honorable Jacob W. Miller, from the State of New Jersey, attended. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the credentials of the honorable Chester Ashley, 
chosen a Senator by the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of the honorable William S. Fulton ; 
which were read ; and the oath prescribed by law having Tbeen adminis- 
tered to Mr. Ashley, he took his seat in the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNuIty, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed a resolution 
for the election of two Chaplains, of different denominations, one by each 
House, to serve during the session, who shall interchange weekly ; in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, for the election of Chaplains ; and, 

Resolvedj That they concur therein. 

The Senate proceeded to the election of a Chaplain on their part; and, 
on counting the ballots, it appeared that the Rev. Septimus Tuston was 
duly elected. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the 34th rule be so far suspended that the presiding of- 
ficer of the Senate shall appoint, for the present session, the standing com- 
mittees. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate a copy of all the proceedings in the ca^e of the in- 
quiry into the official conduct of Silas Reed, Esq., principal surveyor of 
Missouri and Illinois, so as to show a full view of all the complaints against 
him, and of all the evidence taken in relation thereto, and the decision of 
the President thereupon. 

On motion by Mr, Johnson, 

Ordered, That Jacob Brandegee have leave to withdraw his me*norial. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication firom 
the Treasurer of the United States, accompanied by copies of his accounts 
with the United States for the 3d and 4th quarters of 1843, and 1st and 2(1 
quarters of IS44, as adjusted by the accounting officers of the department; 
which was read. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. ' 
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THURSDAY, December 5, 1844. 

The honorable William S. Archer, from the State of Virginiaj and the 
honorable Robert J. Walker, from the State of Mississippi, attended. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Thomas D. Morrison and 
others, of Danbury, in the State of New Hampshire, praying an amend- 
ment to the law granting pensions to invalid pensioners. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Benton, in relation to the official conduct of Silas Reed, principal sur- 
veyor of Missouri and Illinois ; and the resolution was agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. Henderson, 

Ordered, That the heirs of Henry de la Francia have leave to with- 
draw their memorial 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk : . 

Mr. President : I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of 
Representatives have elected the Rev. William M. Daily, of the Methodist 
denomination. Chaplain to Congress. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Crittenden asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 1 ) to change the time of holding the Federal courts in Ken- 
tucky ; which was read. 

Ordered, That it pass to a second reading. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. White asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 2) for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois ; which was read. 

Orderedy T\\B.i it pass to the second reading. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. White ask^d and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 3) to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the better to enable 
the said State to extend and complete the Wabash and Erie canal from 
Terre Haute to the Ohio river ; which was read. 

Orrfcrcrf, That it pass to the second reading. 

Mr. Evans, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to brii^g in a 
joint resolutian (S. R. 1) in favor of David Shaw and Solomon T. Corser ; 
which was read. 

Ordered, That it pass to the second reading. 
On motion. 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, December 9, 1844. 

The honorable Sidney Breese, from the State of Illinois ; the honorable 
William D. Merrick, from the State of Maryland; and the honorable James 
T. Morehead, from the State of Kentucky, attended. 

Mr. Breese presented the credentials of the honorable Henry A. Foster, 
appointed a Senator by the Governor of the State of New York, to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the honorable Silas Wright, 
which were read ; and the oath prescribed by law having been adminis- 
tered to Mr. Foster, he took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Breese presented the credentials of the honorable Daniel S. Dickin- 
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sMiv appdmfed a Senator by the Governor of the State of New York, to 
supply the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the honorable Na* 
thaniel P. Tallmadge, which were read ; and the oath prescribed by law 
having been administered to Mr. Dickinson, he took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Hannegan presented the credentials of the honorable David R. At- 
chison, chosen a Senator by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, 
to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of the honorable Lewis F. 
Linn, which were read ; and the oath prescribed by law was administered 
to htm. 

The President pro tempore announced the appointment of the following 
committees : 

A Committee on Foreign Relations, consisting of Mr. Archer, chairman, 
Mr. Berrien, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Morehead, and Mr. Choate. 

A Committee on Finance, consisting of Mr. Evans, chairman, Mr. Crit- 
tenden, Mr. McDuffie, Mr. Huntington, and Mr. Woodbury. 

A Committee on Commerce, consisting of Mr. Huntington, chairmau, 
Mr. Barrow, Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. Haywood, and Mr. Foster of New 
York. 

A Committee on Manufactures, consisting of Mr. Simmons, chairman, 
Mr. Archer, Mr. Miller, Mr. Buchanan, and Mr. Upham. 

A Committee on Agriculture, consisting of Mr. Upham^ chairman, Mr. 
Bates, Mr. Sturgeon, Mr. Semple, and Mr. Atchison.. 

A Committee on Military AflFairs, consisting of Mr. Crittenden, chair- 
man, Mr. Benton, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Foster of Tennessee, and Mr. Ashley. 

A Committee on the Militia, consisting of Mr. Barrow, chairman, Mr. 
Ashley, Mr. Semple, Mr. Fairfield, and Mr. Atchison. 

A Committee on Naval Affairs, consisting of Mr. Bayard, chairman, 
Mr. Pearce, Mr. Huger, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Dickinson. 
. A Committee on Public Lands, consiisting of Mr. Woodbridge, chair- 
man, Mr. Phelps, Mr. Walker, Mr. Jarnagin, and Mr. Morehead. 

A Committee on Private Land Claims, consisting of Mr. Henderson, 
chairman, Mr. Breese, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Tappan, and Mr. Colquitt. 

A Committee on Indian Affairs, consisting of Mr. White, chairman, 
Mr. Johnson, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Phelps, and Mr. Benton. 

A Committee of Claims, consisting of Mr. Foster of Tennessee, chair- 
man, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Woodbury, Mr. Phelps, and Mr. Haywood. 

A Committee on Revolutionary Claims, consisting of Mr. Jarnagin, 
chairman, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Francis, Mr. Colquitt, and Mr. Hannegan. 

A Committee on the Judiciary, consisting of Mr. Berrien, chairman, 
Mr. Clayton, Mr. Dayton, Mr. Huger, and Mr. Walker. 

A Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, consisting of Mr. Mer- 
rick, chairman, Mr. Simmons, Mr. Jarnagin, Mr. Niles, and Mr. Atchi- 
son. 

A Committee on Roads and Canals, consisting of Mr. Porter, chairman^ 
Mr. White, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Breese, and Mr. Sturgeon. 

A Committee on Pensions, consisting of Mr. Bates, chairman, Mr. Se- 
vier, Mr. Atherton, Mr. Foster of New York, and Mr. Evans. 

A Committee on the District of Columbia, consisting of Mr. Miller, 
chairman, Mr. Bayard, Mr. Woodbury, Mr. Merrick, and Mr. Semple, 

A Committee on Patents and the Patent Oflice, consisting of Mr. Phelps, 
chairman, Mr. Porter, Mr. Bates, Mr. Sturgeon, and Mr. Atherton. 
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A Coibmittee on Retrenchment, consisting of Mr. Morebetaui., ehairman, 
Mr. I^wki, Mr. Miller, Mr. Huntington, and Mr. Fairfield. 

A Committee on Territories, consisting of Mr. Bagby, clmirman, Mr. 
Evans, Mr. McDuffie, Mr. Clayton, and Mr. Francis. 

A Committee on Public Buildings, consisting of Mr. Dayton, chairman, 
Mr. Breese, and Mr. Bagby. 

A Committee to audit and control the contiogentexpensesof the Senate, 
consisting of Mr. Tappan, chairman, Mr. White, and Mr. Porten 

A Committee on Printing, consisting of Mr. Simmons, chairman, Mn 
Fairfield, and Mr. Upham. 

A Committee on Engrossed Bills, consisting of Mr. Francis, Mr. Bagby, 
and Mr. Atherton. 

A Committee on the Library on the part of the Senate, consisting of Mr. 
Chofllte, Mr. Tappan, and Mr. Pearce. 

A Committee on Enrolled Bills on the part of the Senate, consistii^ of 
Mr. Hannegan and Mr. Dickinson. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a repcwrt of the Secre- 
tary of War, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, relating 
to the claim of Thomas M. Latham and others, in consequence of the loss 
of the ship Charles Wharton; which was read. 

Ordered) That it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre-' 
tary of State, made agreeably to law, exhibiting the contingent expendi- 
tures for the Department of State for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1844, and the balance of appropriation, for contingent expenses, remain- 
ing unexpended in the Treasury at that time ; which was read. 

Mr. Tappan presented the form of a Constitution for a State Govern- 
ment adopted by a convention of the representatives of the citizens of the 
Territory of Iowa ; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of the Philadelphia Board of 
Trade, praying an appropriation for rebuilding the piers at Port Penn and 
constructing a light-house on the Brandywine shoals, in the Delaware 
river ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and of the State of Delaware, praying an 
appropriation for rebuilding the piers at Port Penn and constructing a 
light-house on the Brandywine shoals, in the Delaware river ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. ^ 

Mr. Evans presented the petition of Smith Cram, a revolutionary sol- 
dier, praying a pension ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensicwis. 

Mr. Bagby presented the petition of Albert A. Muller, son and hdir 
of Albert A. Muller, deceased, late an officer in the revolutionary war, 
playing to be allowed the commutation pay and bounty land to which his 
father was entitled ; which was n^ferred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Jane Clark, Widovir of a de- 
ceased revolutionary soldier, praying a pension ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate telating to the 
claim of James Duffy be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
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(hi motion by Mt« Flkirfield^ 

Ordered y That the petition of Noah Miller, on Uie files of the Senate^ 
be reierred to the Committee on Gommefee. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Ordered^ That the petition of Stephen Stede and James Daniel, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Ordered^ That the petition of Jamieson & Williamson, on the ^les of the 
Senate^ be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. Rives, 

Ordered, That the petition of Lucy Ann Roberts, widow of John Rob^ 
€rts,oa the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions.^ 
On motion by Mr. Buchaiian, 

Ordered, That Joshua Shaw have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

Mr. Rives submitted the following resolution fof considearation : 

Resolved, That Uie President be requested to communicate to the Sen- 
ate, if not inconsistent with the public interest to do so, any further cor-^ 
respondence which may have taken place between the mimster of the 
United States to Mexico and the Government of that Republic, as well as 
any communications which may have been received from that minister of 
later date than those transmitted with the message of the dd instant. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire 
itito.the expediency of establishing a more extensive system of warehous* 
ing, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 
On motion by Mr. Henderson, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of William Fisher, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas D. Morrison and others, presented 
the 5th instant, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Henderson asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 4) to confirm the survey and location of claims for lands in 
the State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river, and south of thirty-first 
degree of north latitude ; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. White asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 5) for the relief of the legal representatives of Joshua Kennedy, of 
Alabama ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, together with the 
accompanying document. 

Mr. Bayard, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 6) for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which was read the 
first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

^ Mr. Bayard, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 7) for the relief of Mark Simpson ; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. Atherton, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to hxva%\sv 
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a bill (S« 8) for the settlemeut af the claims of New Hampshire. against the 
United States ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill (S. 1) to change the time of holding the Federal courts in Ken- 
tucky was read the second time. 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill (S. 2) for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the States 
of Ohio^ Indiana, and Illinois, was read the second time. 

Ordered^ Thiat it be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The bill (S« 3) to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the better 
to enable the said State to extend and complete the Wabash and Erie ca- 
nal from Terre Haute to the Ohio river, was read the second time, 

Orderedy That it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, to- 
gether with the memorial on the subject on the files of the Senate. 

The joint resolution (S. R. 1) in favor of David Shaw and Solomon T. 
Corser was read the second time. 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Conunittee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, together with the accompanying papers. 
On motion. 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, December 10, 1844, 

The honorable Alexander Barrow, from the State of Louisiana, and the 
honorable Walter T. Colquitt, from the State of Georgia, attended. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaraan : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I communicate to you an extract of a despatch from Mr. Hall to the 
Secretary of State, which has been received by me since my message of 
the 3d instant, containing the pleasing intelligence that the indemnity as- 
sumed to be paid by the Republic of Venezuela, in the case of the brig 
Morris, has been satisfactorily arranged. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, December 10, 1844. 

The message was read. 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of State, exhibiting the con- 
tingent expenditures for the Department of State for the year ending 30th 
June, 1S44, be printed. 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That so much of the message of the President pf the United 
States as relates to foreign affairs be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That so much of the message of the Presideiit of the United, 
States as relates to the finances of the United States be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Crittenden presented a petition of citizens of Louisville, Kentucky,; 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage and a limitation of the frank- 
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ing privilege ; which was referred to the CdWittiitfee 6n tfeft Po^t Office and 
Post Roads, 

Mr. Miller presented the memorial of the trustees of the Batik of the 
Metropolis, in the city of Washington/praying an act of incorporation; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Atherton presented the petition of Hezekiah Hamlet, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, praymg a pension ; which was rrferred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. Htmtitagton presented the memorial of the American Statistical As* 
sociation, praying the correction of certain errors in the printed returns of 
the sixth census ; which was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

On motion, by Mr. Huntington, that the memorial be printed, 

Ordered f That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Catharine Leavitt, widow of a 
deceased levolutionary soldier, praying a pension ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Benton presented the memorial of Thomas M. Bryan, praying that 
the Government may purchase the fossil remains of certain animals dis-< 
covered in the State of Missouri; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Library. 

Mr. Ashley presented the petition of Asahel Brainard, a soldier in the 
last war with Great Britain, praying arrears of pension ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered^ That the petition of the Mexican Gulf Railway Company iand 
their sureties, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Orderedy That the memorial of A. Ledoux & Company, and the peti^ 
tion of Nathaniel Hoggatt, on the files of the Senate, be severally referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Henderson, 

Ordered^ That the memorial of the West Feliciana Railroad Company, 
on the files of thfc Senate, be referred to the Committee oh Finance. 
On motion by Mr. Phelps, 

Orderedj That the memorial of William Rich, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Orfifercrf, That Rice Garland and Thomas Curry have leave to with- 
draw their petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. Rives, 

Ordered^ That Saunders & Porter have to withdraw their petition and 
papers. 

On motion by Mr. Woddbridge, 

Ordered, That John Martin have leave to withdraw his petition andf 
papers. 

On motion by 9|r. Bagby, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of James Bell, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Ordered, That the legal represeiitatives of William Walker have leave 
to withdraw their petition and papers. 
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On mdlLon by Mr. Hunti&gtM, 

Ordered^ That Lewis H. Bates and William Lacon have leave to witH- 
djfaw their petition andjpapers- 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

jResolvedy That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to eonmiuni- 
cate to the Senate a copy of his written opinion, addressed to the Commis* 
sioner of the General Land Office, directing patents to be issued in favor of 
the claimants under the Houma claim, in the State of Loni^iana, with a 
copy of the surveys of the said claims, together with copies of the opinions 
given by the other officers connected with the General Land Office, in rela^ 
tion to the said claims; also, transcripts of confirmation in the case. 

Mr. Allen submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolvedf That the President be requested to lay before the Senate, if 
in his judgment that may be done without prejudice t^ the public interests^ 
a copy of any instructions which may have been given by the Ex6catiV<d 
to the American minister in England on the subject of the title to and oc- 
cupation of the Territory of Oregon since the 4th day of March, 1841 ; 
also, a copy of any correspondence which may have passed between this 
Government and that of Great Britain, or between either of the two Gov- 
ernments and the minister of the other, in relation to that subject, since that 
time. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNtilty, their 
Clerk: 

Mr.Presideni : The House of Representatives have passed a resoltttion 
for the appointment of a joint Library Committee ; in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. ' 

The Senate proceeded to consider the r'esolutibn from the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the appointment of a joint Library Committee ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

Orderedy That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Rives, in relation to the correspondence between the minister of the 
United States to Mexico and the Government of that Republic; and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom the petition 
of James Duffy was referred, reported a bill (S. 9) for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Pearce, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 6) for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Bayard, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leav^ to bring in a 
bill (S. 10) to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the river Delaware j 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
hired to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Huntington, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 11) relating to the appointment of th<| assistants to the Post- 
master General of the United States ; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, aad referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McDuffie, agreeably to notk», asked and obtained leave to bring in 
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was read the first and second times by unammousccmseiit, and Jatkred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations^ ' 

On motion, 
nnie Senate adjoamed. 

WEDNESDAY, QscsMBSR 11, 1844. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, made in compliancy with the resolution of the Senate^ 
accompanied by a statement of the services of commissioned officers and 
passed midshipmen in the navy, showing the sea service of each prior to 
and since January 1, 1824, from their entrance into the service, and on 
other duty since the 1st January, 1824 ; which was read. 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Atchison presented the credentials of the honorable Thomas H. 
Benton, chosen a Senator by the General Assembly of the State of Mis-, 
souri for six years from and after the 3d da,y of March, 1845 \ which were 
read. 

On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered, That John H. Mcintosh have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

Mr, Hajinegan presented a memorial of citizens of the State of Indiana, 
praying a grant of land for completing the Wabash and Erie canal to tho 
Qhio river; which was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals* 

Mr. Miller presented the memorial of the tru^ees of the stockholders of 
the Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown, praying a renewal of 
their charter ; which was referred to the Committee on the District of Co-, 
lumbia. 

Mr. Ashley presented a menaorial, signed by members of the General 
Assembly of the State of Arkansas, praying the establishment of a mail 
route from Little Rock to Dallas — ajso, a mail route from Perry ville to 
Park's post office, in that State ; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of Mary Reeside, executrix of 
James Reeside, deceased, praying the payment of the amount ascertained 
to be due to the deceased, by a legal tribunal, in a suit instituted against 
him by the United Slates; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Ashley submitted additional documents in relation to the petition of 
Asahel Brainard ; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered, That Elisha Winter and William Winter have leave to with- 
draw their petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 

Ordered, That Samuel Walker and Francis Beatty have leave to with* 
draw their petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. Miller, 

Ordered, That Alexander M. Gumming have leave to withdraw, his 
petitidn and papers. 

Mr. Huntington submitted the following resolution for consideration ; 

Resolved^ That the I^ire^pideint of the United States be requested tp com- 
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nitttiieate to the Senate, if oot inoaifi^Mi^ble with the puMie intetest, eopif s. 
o( all the cotrespondenoe, not heretofore transmitted to the . Sexmte, which 
may have taken place between the Departmmit of State and thepresefii, 
minister of the United States to France, and between that minister and the 
Government of France, relating to the proposed amiexatiun of Texas to 
the United States. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution for consideration : 
Beifolvedy That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of modifyhig the naturalization laws of the United 
States so as to extend the term allowed to enable foreigners to become 
citizens, to require greater guards against fraud in the steps to be taken in 
procuring naturalization papers, and to prevent, as far as practicable, fraud 
and violence at elections. 

Mr. Niles submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Besolvedy That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to the 
Senate the amount of moneys in the Treasury on the 1st day of each 
month since January, 1844, inclusive; the public officers, individuals, or 
corporations, with whom the same were deposited at each of the aforesaid 
periods; the security, if any, which has been required for their safe keep** 
ing, disbursement, or repayment; whether the public revenues have been 
loaned or used by the depositories, and, if so, whether this has been done 
in pursuance of any order or authority of the Government ; and whether- 
any per centage or allowance, directly or indirectly, has been received by 
the Treasury for the possession and use of the public revenue ondeposite; 
and that he also state whether the public revenues have been transferred' 
during the period aforesaid from one depository to another, otherwise than 
for regular disbursements, and, if so, the reasons for such transfers, whether 
for the greater security of the funds or their more equal distribution in 
diflTerent sections of the Union, or the greater per centage or allowance for 
the use of them, or any other reasons which may have induced their trans- 
fer otherwise than for regular disbursement; and that he also state whether 
there has been any failure on the part erf any of the depositories of the public 
revenues to pay over the same on demand, in the lawful currency of the 
United States ; and whether any losses have been sustained by any of 
such depositories, or whether there are any reasons to apprehend a loss 
from any of those now having the public funds on deposite. 

Mr. Fairfield, from the Committee on Printing, reported in favor of 
printing the memorial of the American Statistical Association •, and the 
report was agreed to. 

Mr. Bayard, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 12) to afford relief to certain contractors of the Government; whkh 
was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 13) for the relief of Pierre Menard, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob Feaman, 
and Edmond Roberts, of the State of Illinois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, 
late Indian agent, deceased; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred tO' the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Benton, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 14) to provide for the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. BdjrdTdy agreeabty to noftteie, asked anil obtained leave to; bfing Im a 
bill (S. 15) concerning fnrioughs in the naval service ; which was read the 
first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the bill ( S. 5) for the relief of the legal representatives of Joshua Ken- 
nedy^ reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday, 
by Mr. Allen, relative to instructions to the American minister in London, 
and correspondence with the British Government, on the subject of the 
title and occupation of the Territory of Oregon ; and 

On the question to agree thereto, 

C Yeas 24 

It was determined in the affirmative, j j^ ^J * .q* 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Hannegan, 
Henderson, McDuffie, Niles, Pearce, Rives, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
White, Wdodbridge, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster of 
Tennessee, Francis, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps^ Porter, Upham. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

After the consideration of Executive business, ■. 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Decbmber 12, 1844. 

The honorable William H. Haywood, from the State of North Carolina, 
attended. 

Mr. Merrick preseiited the memorial of Camilla Coddington, in behalf 
of herself and other heirs of Joseph Watson, deceased, praying compensa- 
tion for his services as secretary and storekeeper to the Indian department, 
in the Territory of Michigan, from the year 1806 to 1812 ; which, with 
the petition of Joseph Watson, on the files of the Senate, was referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Thomas McLellan, executor of 
Arthur McLellan, and other citizens of Portland, Maine, praying indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to the year 1800; which was referred iq 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Ashley presented a resolution passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Arkansas, instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
sentiUives of >hat State in Congress to use their exertions to cause provis- 
ion to be made for the adjustment of the claims of American citizens for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Johnson presented the petition of the mayor and council of the 
city of Lafayette, in the State of Louisiana, praying that so much of the 
aclof 12th June, 1844, establishing a port of delivery at the city of Lafay- 
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ette^ as refqoim vesseb bound to that port firsi ta txake report mtd tmty 
at the port of New Orleans^ may be repealed ; wbidi was r eferrai to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Hardy Ropes, praying iodem^ 
nity for French spoliations prior to ISOO; which was referred to the C(Hn- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of the city and couniy 
of Philadelphia, praying an appropriation for repairing the piers at Port 
Penn and Reedy island, and the erection of a light-house on the Brandy-^ 
wine shoals, in the Delaware river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, 

Ordered^ That the petition of Thomas Allen, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Finance. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Ordered, That the {^-esentment of the grand jury of the middle district 
of Alabama, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Bagby submitted the following resolution, which was consider^ 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making an appropriation for the erection of a suit- 
able building, in the city of Mobile, for the accommodation of the district 
court of the United States for the southern district of Alabama, or to re- 
pair the building heretofore occupied for that purpose ; and, also, for tb^ 
erection of a district court-house, for the middle district of Alabama, at 
Tuscaloosa. 

Mr. Phelps submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the Senate whether 
the Executive department is possessed of any definite and satisfactory in- 
formation by which the present public debt of the Republic of Texas can 
be ascertained ; and if so, that he be requested to communicate it to 4he 
Senate, with the aggregate amount of that debt; and, also, that he be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether any, and, if any, what additions 
have been made to that debt since the signing of the treaty with that Re* 
public, submitted to the Senate at its last session. 

And that he be further requested to inform the Senate what amount of 
the public lands of Texas have been granted by the Spanish, Mexican, 
and Texan Governments, previous to the signing of said treaty ; what 
amount remained ungranted at that date ; and whether any and what 
grants of said domain have been made by the Texan Government since 
that period. 

Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring iu a 
bill (S. 16) to grant to the State of Illinois a right of way through the pub- 
lic lands of the United States, and for other purposes ; which was read this 
first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring iu a 
bill (S. 17) for the relief of William Elliott, junior, of Fullon county, State 
of Illinois; which was read the first and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. * 

Mr. Tappan, agreeably to notice, a^feed and obtained leaveto bring in a 
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bill (S. 18) to establish the Smithsofiian Institution for ^e Inctedise atid 
DiffQsion ctf Know^ledge among Men ; which was read the first and second 
times by tinatiimous consent, and referred to the Committee on the Library. 
. Mr. Barrow, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 19) for the relief of James Ritchie 5 which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 20) for the relief of the legal representatives of Pierre Menard, An- 
toine Peltier, and Joseph Placy ; which was read the first and second times 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

* Agreeably to notice, Mr. Bayard asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 21) increasing th^ pay of certain officers of revenue cutters whife 
serving in the navy of the United States; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Hie Senate proceeded to consider the resolntion, submitted by Mr. Hunt- 
ington the 11th instant, in relation to the correspondence between the De* 
partment of State and the present minister of the United States to France, 
and between the minister and the Government of France, on the subject of 
the annexation of Texas to the United States ; and the resolution was 
iigreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mh 
Niles, in relation to the public money in the Treasury, and the security, 
use, and employment of the same; and. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered^ That the further consideration thereof be postponed to Mon** 
day next. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Commit^e on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 12) to afford relief to certain contractors for the Govern - 
m^it; reported it without amemi'ment. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer* 
red the bill (S. 15) concerning furloughs in the naval service, reported it 
without amendment. 

The bill (S. 9) granting a pension to James Duffy was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

After the oonsideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, Decumbbh 16, 1844. 

The honorable Rufus Choate, from the State of Massachusetts, and the 
^norable Daniel E. Huger, from the State of South Carolina, attended. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a ijeport of the Secre^ 
tary of State, made agreeably to law, accompanied by abstracts of Ameri* 
can seamen registered in each port of entry of the United States f^rom 
October 1, 1843, to September 30, 1844 ; which was read. 
3 
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c On motiou, by Mr. Huntington, that it be printed, 
. Ordered, That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
t«^ry of State, made agreeably to law, showing the number and designa-. 
tipn of the passengers who have arrived in each collection district of the 
United States during the three first quarters of the year 1843, and the 
year commencing October 1, 1843, and ending September 30, 1844; which 
was read. 

On motion, by Mr. Huntington, that it be printed, 
. Ordered, That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, and by unanimous consent, 

Ordered, That there be printed, for the use of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, one tfhousand extra copies of the report of the Postmaster General, 
^ith the papers and documents connected therewith, communicated to the 
Senate by the President of the United States at the commencement of th© 
present session. 

Mr. Foster, of Tennessee, presented the petition of Thomas, Cowper- 
thwaite, & Co., booksellers of the city of Philadelphia, praying the aid of 
Government in the publication of the Reports of the Decisions of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Thomas Dyer, Joseph El well, 
and Lewis Ridlen, seamen on board the United States ship "Adams,'* 
praying compensation for the loss of property occasioned by the destruc- 
tion of that ship in the year 1814 ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Nathaniel Phillips, a seaman on 
board the United States ship Adams, praying a pension for injuries re- 
ceived in the discharge of his duty, and compensation for the loss of prop- 
erty in consequence of the destruction of that vessel in the year 1814 ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Fairfield submitted additional documents in relation to the claim of 
Joseph Ves^zie to a pension ; which, with his petition on the files of the 
Senate, were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Miller presented the memorial of the trustees of the stockholders of 
the Bank of Potomac, in Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, pray- 
ing an act of incorporation ; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Bayard presented a memorial of citizenis of the State of Delaware, 
praying an appropriation for the repair of the piers at Port Penn and 
Reedy island, and the erection of a light-house on the Brandy wine shoals, 
in the Delaware river; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. Rives presented the memorial of the trustees of the stockholders of 
the Farmers' Bank of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, praying a 
renewal of the charter of that bank ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Rives presented the petition of George Taylor, praying indemnity 
for French spoliations prior to 1800 ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Atchison presented a memorial of the city council of the city of St. 
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Louis, Missouri, praying an appropriation for improving the harbor at. 
that place ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the memorial of Henry H. Williams, praying 
that his claim against the late James Reeside maybe secured in any act 
which may be passed for the payment of the judgment obtained by the 
said Reeside against the United States ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented two memorials of citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, praying an appropriation for the repair of 
the piers at Port Penn and Reedy island, and the erection of a light-house 
on the Brandywine shoals, in the Delaware river ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of Joshua Shaw, praying com- 
pensation for the use, by the Government, of his improvement in fire arms; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Phelps presented the petition of Amos Holton, praying the equita^ 
ble settlement of his accounts as a quartermaster in the army during the 
last war with Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Phelps presented the petition of Clara H. Pike, widow of General 
Zebulon M. Pike, an officer in the army, praying a pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Atchison presented a petition of inhabitants of the Oregon Territory, 
pra;ying the establishment of mail routes from Fort Vancouver to a point 
on the Wallamette river; from Linnton to the New Methodist Mission, 
and from Linnton to Clatsop, on the Columbia river ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Benton presented the petition of the city council of the city of St. 
Louis, Missouri, praying an appropriation for improving the harbor at 
that place ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Merrick presented, resolutions passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Maryland, in favor of making the bridges over the Eastern 
branch of the Potomac river free of toll ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered^ That the petition of Mary A. E. Zantzinger, on the files of 
the Senate, hie referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. Foster, of Tennessee, 

Ordered, That the petition of William Henson, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ordered, That the petition of J. S. McFarlane, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
Oh motion by Mr. Phelps, 

Ordered, Th&t the petition of Uri Emmons, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Smith, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. Porter, 

Ordered, That the memorials of the Board of Internal Improvements of 
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the State af Michigan, an thefts of the Senate, in relation to ttue remis«> 
sion of duties on railroad iron, be referred to the Committee on Finance^ 
On motion by Mr. Porter, 

Ordered, That the memorial of citizens of Michigan, on the files of tbQ 
Sena,te, praying that admiralty jurisdiction may be conferred on the Fed^. 
eral courts in that State, be referred to tlie Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered. That the memorial of Miles King and others, assignees of the 
Pennsylvania Bank of the United States, on the files of the Senate, be re- 
ferred to the Conipjittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Dickinson submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be instructed to inquire 
ii;ito the expediency of causing to be prepared, by or under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, for the use of the Senate, a statement exhibiting 
a true history of the relations between the United States and the several 
Indian nations, from the revolutionary war down to the extinction of the 
Indian title e^tward of the Mississippi. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution for consideratioii : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed to inquire into 
ttie expediency of providing for the allowance of drawback upon foreign 
merchandise exported in the original packages to Chihiiahua and Santa 
Fe, in Mexico, either by the route of the Arkansas river, through Van 
Buren, or by the route of the Red river, through Fulton, or by ^e over- 
land route through Jackson county, in the State of Missouri, and to the 
British North American provinces adjoining the United States. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer* 
red the memorial of Mary Reeside, executrix of the last will and testa-, 
raent of James Reeside, deceased, reported a bill (S. 22) for her relief; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Cc^mmittee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red tbe bill (S. 10) to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the river 
Delaware, reported it without amendment. 

Mr, Tappan, from the Committee on the Library, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 18) to establish the Smithsonian Institution for the Increase 
and Diffusion of Knowledge among Men, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Bales, frpni the Committee on Pensions, reported a joint resoluiipn 
(S. R. 3) explanatory of an act making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1945 ; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Bagby asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 23) for thie relief of Walker, Kinkle, & Caruthers; which was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Agreeably tp notice, Mr. Pearce asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 24) coj;ifirining and assenting to an act of the Legislature of Vir«f 
ginia entitled " An act further to amend the act incorporating the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal Company;" which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committeei on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. Wood^^iry, ^^e^a^>^y to notice, asked and obtained" leave to bripg 
in a bill (S. 25) for the relief of William Russell and others; which was 
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rcttd th#ifii»t anil secoiidtiin^ by unanimous siiid t^€rt6di0 th^ 

Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Benton, agreeably to notice, a^kdd and obtained leave to bting in a 
joint reeokition (S. R. 4) for the relief of Bent, St. Vraan, & Company; 
which was< read th^ first and second times by unanimous cor^sent, and rid^ 
ferred to the Cofnffiiiltee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 2&) to eatatbtish the coUection district of Chicago; which was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Cotti^ 
mitlee OQ Commerce^ 

Mr. BferrieUy from the Committee on* the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill ( S. 1 ) to change the time of holding the Federal courts in Een^- 
tacky, reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to coiSsider the resolution submitted by Mr. John^ 
son the Uth instant, in rela^on to the naturalizafion laws of the United 
States ; and having been amended, on the motion of Mr. Johnson, it was 
agreed to, as follows : 

Resolvedy That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of modifying the naluraliaation laws of the United , 
Slates, so as to extend the term allowed to enable foreigtiers lo become 
eiltzeus, to require greater guards against fraiid in the steps to be taken \\i 
procariog natumlizatidn papers, and to prievent, as far as practicable, fraud 
and violence at elections, and to prohibit the introduction of foreign con- 
victs into the United States. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution submitted by Mr. 
Phelps the I2th instant, in relation to the public debt and public lands of 
Texas; and having been amended^ on the motiorvof Mr. Phelps^ it was 
agreed to, as follows : 

Resolved J That the President be requested to inform the Senate whether 
the Executive departitient is possessed of any Sefinite and satisfactory in- 
formation by which the present public debt of the Republic of Texas can 
be ascertained, and, if so, that he be requested to communicate it to the 
Senate, with the aggregate amount of that debt; and, also, that he be re- 
quested to inform the Senate whether any, and, if any, what additions 
have been made to that debt since the signing of the treaty with that Re- 
public, submitted to the Senate at its last session. 

And that he be further requested to inform the Senate what amount of 
the public lands of Texas had been granted by the Spanish, Mexican,^ 
and Texan Governments, and to what extent the faith of either of said 
Governments had been pledged, by the issuing of scrip or other secuiity, 
tp make grants thereof, or in any form to part with its title to or interest 
in the same, previous to the signing of said treaty; what amount remained^ 
at that date ungranted, and subject to no such pledge; and whether any 
and what grants of said domain have been made, or other evidence of title 
thereto, legal or equitable, issued by the Texan Government, since that 
period. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 1) to change the time of holding the Federal courts in Kentucky;. 
atid no amendment being made, it was reported to tbe Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
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bill (S. 6) for tbe relief oi the heirs of RobeHFultan; mid noiamendiiietil 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. * 

' Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate pro$^eded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, tb0 
bill (S. 5) for the relief of the legal representatives of Joshua Kennedy, of 
Alabama ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate* 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 9) granting a pension to James Duffy having been, reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 

Reaolvedj That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid.. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in this bill. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate the report of the Seo-f 
retary of the Treasury on the state of the finances, prepared in obedience 
to die acts of May 10, 1800, and August 22, 1842 ; which was read. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered^ That.it be printed, and that five thousand copies, in additioa 
to the usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of thJ Treasury, accompanied by a report of the Commissioner o£ 
the General Land Office, showing the operations of that brancli of the. 
public service since the date of the last annual report ; which was read. 
On ipotion by Mr. Woodbridge, 

Ordered^ That it printed, with the maps, and that fifteen hundred copies 
thereof be printed, for the use of the Senate, in addition to the usual 
number. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, December 17, 1844. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, made agreeably to law, exhibiting the contingent ex- 
penditures for the navy for the year ending September 30, 1844 ; which 
was read, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Secretary of War, accompanied by additional information relating to 
the claim of Thomas M.Latham; which was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Foster, of Tennessee, presented the memorial of Thomas A. Rus- 
sell, praying compensatipn for a horse taken by a recruiting officer into 
the service of the United States ; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Cboate presented the petition of Mary Bradstreet, Amos Tappan, 
and others, owners of the fishing schooner Mary, of Newburyport, Mas- 
sachusetts, praying an allowance of the fishing bounty ; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Choate presented the memorial of Henry Hatch, administrator of 
Crowell Hatch, deceased, praying indemnity for French spoliations prior 
to 1800 ; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, praying the repair of the piers at Port Penn and Reedy 
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island, mid the erecliati of a tBgbc4ioii8e on the Brandy wih^ ^oals^ intiie 
river Delaware ; which was referred to the Cormnittee dn Cdmmiepee. 

Mr. Buchanan submitted additional docnments in relalion to the peti- 
tion of Joshua Shaw; which were referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ^ 

Mr. Buchanan presented two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, pray-^ 
ing an amendment to the naturaKzatiou' laws of the United States ; which 
w«re referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Archer presented two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvunia, praying 
an amendment of. the naturalization laws of the United States; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bates submitted documents in relation to the claim of Joseph Sim- 
mons, a seedier in the last war M^ith Great Britain^ to a pension ; whibh 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Bates presented the petition of Mary Blakeslee^ widow of a deceased^ 
revolutionary soldier, praying a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. Morehead presented the petition of Jacob Fowler, praying a pen- 
sion for his military services ; which was referred to the Committee bn> 
Pensions. ^ 

Mr. Morehead presented the petition of Ellison Williams, a soldier un- 
der General Wayne in the Indian wars, pr^tying a pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Archer presented a memorial of merchants and ship owners, resid-' 
ing in the city of New York, praying that the duties collected on coffis^ 
imported into the United States may be refunded, and that the discriminaHi 
tions on that article in favor of Dutch vessels may be repealed ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Archer presented the petition of the president and professors of^ 
WilUam and Mary College, in the State of ViiTfinia, praying compensation 
for the use of the property of that institution by the American troops in the 
revolutionary war, and the destruction of the same by the troops of Greiit* 
Britain ; which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Upham, ■ ' 

Ordered^ That the petition of James Smalley, agent for a regiment of ' 
Vermont militia, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 
Ordered^ That the petition of Harriet H. Saunders, "widow of James 
Saunders, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. • • 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 
Orderedy That the petition of J. F. Caldwell, on the files of the Senate, 
be referrred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 
Ordered, That the petition of William De Buys, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. Choate, 
Ordered J That Henry Gardner and others, directors of the New England 
Mississippi Land Company, have leave to withdraw thdir petition and 
papers. * ^ « 
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Mr. B^aisi^ submitted; ttle Isttowisg Misotolbji, whkdi w 
unaniiaoiKrooii^nt^ and agreed to: < 

B^olvedr Ttot tbe Comniktee on the Judiciaf^ybe ifistvaotal to inquire 
into the expediency of making compeiKsation to the own^?s of the schooner^ 
Select, for damages sustained by them in consequence of a colhsion bettv^on 
thie saidschoQoef and the United Staples steam fri^te Mississippi, in August, 
1849, wi^Oiut fault on the part of the crefw of said schooner; 

Mr. Evans submitted docnmiefits in rdation to the claim of the omm^nr 
of the schooner Select^ which were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Barrow submitted the following resolutiona for coosidieraiion : 

Rtsolvedi That the Judiciary Commiittee be instructed to iaiquife whether 
naturalization papers have been granted to foreigners by any Federal or 
State court in violation of the provisions of the laws> of Gongress, and that 
said committee, be authorized to send for persons and papers. 

Rtsolmd^ That said committee be instructed to inquire into the expe* 
diency of a law empowering the district court of the United States to cancel . 
and declare null all naturalization papers which may be found, upon judi- 
cial investigation, to have been granted in violation or fraud of the laws of 
Congress. 

Mr« Bentcm submitted the following resolmion for consid^atton : 

Sesolmdj That the Coousiittee on Foreign Relaticms be instructed to in^ 
quire whether any provisions are necessary, in providing fbr the< annexa-* 
tion of Texas, to protect the United States from speculating operations in 
Texas land or scrip, and whether any persons employed by the Grovem* 
ment are connected with such speculations. 

Also, that said committee be instructed to inquire whether the Texas 
treaty was commenced or agreed upon before the. receipt of Lord Aber- 
deen's despatch of December 26, 1^3, tO: Mr.. Pat^nham, communicated to 
our Government in February, 1844. 

Also, that it he instructed to obtain, if possible, the " private lettser^' from^ 
LondiEUi, quoted in Mr. Upshur's first despatch in the Texais negotiation, 
and supposed by the President to have been carried away among the pri^ 
vate papers, and to ascertain the name of the writer of said letter; and 
that said committee be authorized to send for persons and papersr^ to an- 
swer the foregoing inquiries, and any otlters that may be necessary to pro- 
mote the safe, speedy, peaceable, and honorable annexation of Texas to 
the United States. 

Mr. Fairfieldv from the Committee on Printing, reported in favor of prim- 
ing the report of the Secretary of Slate, showing the number and designa^ 
tion of passengers who have arrived in the United States — also, the report- 
on the number of the registered American seamen, communieated the 16th 
instaixt ; aaid the report was %reed to. 

Mr. Berrien^ from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of Miles King, reported a bill (S. 27) for his relief; which 
was read^ and passed to the second; reading. 

AgreeaMy>to notice^ Mr. Bayard asked and obtained leave to bring in a^ 
bill (S.28) to consolidate and amend the acts in relation to the pensions 6i 
the w^w^ atid orphans of naval: offioers> seamen, and marines ; which 
was read the* first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Afiairs. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Bayard asked and obtained leave to bring iii a 
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re^ulMt (& R. 5) sMJiorijiii^ m aitoiM^aBeBle Pusser D. M. F. Thorni»(^n, 
in the settlement of his accounts; which was read the first and seoontjb 
ttmes bf tmsoiiaious constot, and xefet red to the Committee on Natal 
Affairs. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr^ Baits aaiced and obtained leave to bring in a 
biU(S. 29) to refund an ascertained balance due Massacbiisetts ; which 
wair read the fisMt and second tioies by unanhnons consent, and, with the 
accompanying report of the Secretary of War, refeiT^ to the Committee: 
on Military Affairs. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Jolmson asked a<nd ob^ined leaire to bring in a 
bill (S. 30) to recognise the sale of public lands in Louisiana in certain 
cases, and for other purposes ; which, was read the first and second times 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Breeso asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 31) declaring the assent of Congress to the State of Illinois to im- 
pose a tax uponaU- lands hereafter sold by the United States in that Sts^e, 
from and after the time of such sale ; which was read the first and second 
tknes' by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr, Ba^by asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 32) supplemental to an act for the relief of Jehu Hollinsworth, of 
Blount county, Alabama, approved tSth June, 1838 ; whidi wasr read the 
first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit^^ 
tee on Private Land Claimis. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr; Miller asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 33) for the filling and grading of square numbered 249, belonging to 
the United States, in the city of Washington ; which was read the fii»t . 
and second times by una/nimous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Woodbury asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 34) for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others ; which was 
read the first and second times by unatniuKins consent, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Foster, of New York, asked and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill (S. 35) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
make an arrangement or compromise with any of the sureties on bonds given 
to the United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the customs 
fcir the port of New York ; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred, with the papers on file, to the Committee* 
on the Judiciary. ♦ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Ashley, in relation to the allowance of drawback on foreign merchan- 
dise exported to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico ; and the resolution 
was agreed to* 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Dickinson, respecting the compilation of a history of the relations be- ' 
tween the United Slates and the several Indian nations ; and the resolution 
was agreed to. 

The' following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, were severally read a third time : 

S. 1. A bill to change the titne of holding tlie Federal courts in Ken- 
tucky. * 
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S. 5. A bill for ^e relief of the legal representativos of Joshitai Kennistlyy 
of Alabama. 

Resolved, That the said bills pass, and that their respectiire titles be 9l& 
aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary requ^t the concurrence of the Honse of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 6) for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton, having beeir 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 
On motion by Mr. Pearce, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. 
R. 432) to establish a uniform time for holding elections for electors of 
President and Vice President in all the States of the Union ; in which they* 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
following bills : ' 

S. 12. A bill to afibrd relief to certain contractors with the Govetti- 
ment ; 

S. 15. A bill concerning furloughs in the naval service ; and no amend- 
ment being made, they were severally reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill ( H. R. 432 ) to establish a uniform time for holding elections for 
electors of President and Vice President in all the States of the Union was 
.read the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, December 18, 1844. 

Mr, Upham presented the credentials of the honorable Samuel S. Phelps, 
chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the State of Vermont for the term 
of six years from and after the 3d day of March, 1845 ; which were read. 

Mr. Woodbury presented a resolution,* passed by the Legislature of the 
State of New Hampshire, in favor of reducing the rates of postage and 
abolishing the franking privilege ; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be nrinted. 

Mr. Archer presented two petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
an amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States ; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Pearce presented the petition of Lewin Wethered, praying that the 
increased duties levied under the tarifi* of 1828, on certain goods, for the 
importation of which orders had been given prior to the pass$ige of that 
act, may be refunded ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Merrick presented the petition of G. R. B. Horner and other sur- 
geons and assistant surgeons in the navy, praying that a rank correspond- 
ing with that enjoyed by the surgeons and assistant surgeons of the army 
may be assigned to the medical department of the navy; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
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Mr. AtcbisGKQ prd^anleclr a petilu^B of cilizeiis of Batos couaty^JMisi^oari, 
pmyiDg tha^ant of a quarter section of land for the permanent location 
of the seat of Goyernment in that county; which was referred to the. 
Committee on PnbUc Lands. 

. Mr. Benton submitted a document purporting to be^ ^^ an abstract of the 
Constitution, lawSj and other documents having, reference, to and inchiding 
the impresario grants and contracts made by the. State of Coabuiia and 
Texas, to and with John Charles Beales— -also^ deeds of the same from him 
to John Woodward ;" which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. Phelps submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Reitolvedy That the President be requested to inform the Senate whether 
the Executive department is informed of the various treaty stipulations 
warn fiubsistin^ between the R^nblic of Texas and other independent 
Powers, and that he be requested to communicate such stipulations, if in 
the possession of the department, to the Senate. 

Mr. Choate submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolvedj That the Committee on the Library be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of authorizing the publisher of EUiott^s Debates tO; 
add to his work Mr. Madison's Report of the Debates of the Convention of 
1787. 

Mr. Berrieii, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the memojrial of Henry H. Williams, submitted an adverse report ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 21) increasing the pay of certain officers of revenue cut- 
ters while serving in the navy of the United States, reported it with 
amendments; which were read. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 25) for the relief of William Russell and others, reported 
it with an amendment. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Johnson asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 36) extending the jurisdiction of the district courts to certain 
cases upon the lakes and navigable waters leading into or connecting the 
same ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Choate, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
Joint resolution (S. R. 6) to authorize the Attorney General to contract for 
copies of a proposed edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States ; 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Choate asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill ( S. 37 ) for the relief of Asa Andrews ; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leavn to bring in a 
bill ( S. 38 ) to direct the President of the United States to cause the re- 
served lead mines in the State of Illinois and Territories of Wisconsin and 
Iowa to be exposed to public sale ; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. » 

Mr. Ashley, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
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bttt (^^d) ta<Mrgamsera aenr lamd dktmt in ftte wntbetn pars of the 
Skate of Arkansas ; which wes read the first and second titles by unaiyi-f 
mous consent, aad^ with the acoompanying docameAi, referred te the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Barrow, in relation to catiimlization papers granted to foreigners by 
2^y Federal or State court; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proieeeded to coasider the resolution submitted yestef day by 
Mr. Benton, in relation to any speculating operations in Texas land or 
scrip, the time when the negotiation was commenced for the annexation of 
Texas, aiid to a letter written from London, referred to in a despatch of 
Mr. Upshur, late Secretary of State ; aad the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the reaolutioii submitted by 
Mr. Niles the llth instant, in relation to the depositories of the public 
money, and the security given for its safe keeping; and, having been modi- 
fied, on the motion of Mr. Niles, it was agreed to as follows : « 

Resohed^ That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to 
the Senate the names of the depositories of the public revenues, whether 
individuals or corporations, and the amount on deposits in the hands 
of each at the close of each moiitli> or,' if monthly returns have not 
been received, at the close of each quarter during the current year ; the 
amount and description of the securities given by such depositories, if any; 
whether such depositories have used or loaned the public moneys, and if^ 
so, whether this has been authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and the allowance or per centage, if any, received for the possession and 
wde of such deposites ; the sums which may have been transferred, during^ 
each of said periods, from one depository to another, and the reasons for 
such transfers ; also, to state whether any banking institution selected as a 
depository has suspended payment, or refused to redeem its notes on de- 
mand, and whether such suspension, if any, occurred before or since such 
bank was used as a depository of the public funds ; whether the sam6 
have been withdrawn, or what measures have been taken to secure the 
United States against loss ; and, also, to state whether any of the public 
depositories haire failed to repay any portion of the public deposites on 
demand, and whether there are any reasons to apprehend a loss from any 
of the present depositories, and to state, Ukewise, the medium or currency 
in which the public disbursements have been made during the period afore- 
said. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee oi the Whole, the 
bill (S. 10) to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the river Dela- 
ware ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ord^ed, That it be engressed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 6) for the relief of 
the heirs of Robert Fulton ; and 

On the question, '* Shall this bill pass ?" 

It was determined in the affirmative, 5 p^^^^' ...... , 

On motion by Mr. Breese, 
The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate,! 
Bvans, Foster of Tennessee, Huger, Huntington, Jphnson, Ms^ngum, Mer- 
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wkj M^ier, Moriahy^ndj, Pearce, Phelps^ Pester, Rives, 9targ«<m, Upbam^ 
Walker, White, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Clayton, Colquitt, Dickinson, 
Fairfield, Foster of New York, Hannegan, Haywood, Kiles, Semple, 
Tappan. 

So it was 

Resolved J That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein* 

The following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, were read a third time : 
. S. 12. A bill to afford relief to certain contractors with the Government. 

S. 15. A bill concerning furloughs iii the naval service. 

Hesohedf That the said bills pass, and that their respective titles be as 
aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Dkcbmber 19, 1844. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, accompanied by a statement from the Fourth Auditor 
of the Treasury, showing the receipts and expenditures of the navy pen- 
sion fund for the year ending 30th September, 1844, and its condition at 
that date ; which was read. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I transmit, herewith, copies of despatches received from our minister at 
Mexico, since the commencement of your present session, which datm, 
from their importance, and I doubt not will receive, your oalm and delib> 
^ate consideration. The extraordinary and highly offensive language 
which the Mexican Government has thought proper to empley in reply to 
the remonstrance of the Executive, through Mr. Shannon, against the re- 
newal of the war with Texas while the question of annexation was pend- 
ing before Congress and the people, and also the proposed manner of con- 
ducting tb^t war, will not fail to arrest your attention. Such remonstrance, 
urged in no unfriendly spirit to Mexico, was called for by considera- 
tions of an imperative character, havmg relation as well to the peace of 
this country and honor of this Government as to the cause oi humanity 
and civilization. Texas had entered into the treaty of annexation upon 
the invitation of the Executive ; and when, for that act, she was threatened 
with a renewal of the war on the part of Mexico, she naturally looked to 
this Government to interpdfe its efforts to ward off the threatened blow. 
But one course was left the Executive, acting within the linuts of its con- 
stitutional competency; and that.was to protest, in respectful but at the 
same time strong and decided terms, agaiast it. The war thus threatened 
to be renewed was promulgated by edicts aiid decreai^, which i^rdered^ oa 



46 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. [Dec. 19. 

the part of the Mexican military, the desolation of whole tracts of country, 
and the destruction, without discrimination, pf all ages, sexes, and condir* 
tions of existence. Over the manner of conducting war, Mexico possesses 
no exclusiv.e control. She has no right to violate, at pleasure, the princi- 
ples which an enlightened civilization has laid down for the conduct of na- 
tions at war, and thereby retrograde to a period of barbarism, which, hap- 
pily for the world, has long since passed away. All nations are interested 
in enforcing an observance of those principles ; and the United States, the 
oldest of the American Republics, and the nearest of the civilized Powers 
to the theatre on which these enormities were proposed to be enacted, could 
not quietly content themselves to witness such a state of things. They had, 
through the Executive, on another occasion, and, as was believed, with 
the approbation of the whole country, remonstrated against outrages sicrK 
ilar, but even less inhuman, than those which, by her new edicts and de- 
crees, she has threatened to perpetrate, and of which the late inhuman 
massacre at Tabasco was but the precursor. 

The bloody and inhuman murder of Fannin ahd his companions, 
equalled only in savage barbarity by the usages of the untutored Indian 
tribes, proved how little confidence could be placed on the most solemn 
stipulations of her generals^ ; while the fate of others who became her 
captives in war, many of whom, no longer able to sustain the fatigues 
and privations of long journeys, were shot down by the way side, while 
their companions who survived were subjected to sufferings even more 
painful than death, had left an indelible stain on the page of civilization. 
The Executive, with the evidence of an intention on the part of Mexico 
to renew scenes so revolting to humanity, could do no less than renew 
remonstrances formerly urged. For fulfilling duties so imperative, Mexico 
has thought proper, through her accredited organs, because she has had 
represented to her the inhumanity of such proceedings, to indulge in lan- 
guage unknown to the courtesy of diplomatic intercourse, and ofiensive 
in the highest degree to this Government and people. Nor has she offend- 
ed in this only. She has not only violated existing conventions between 
the two countries, by arbitrary and unjust decrees against our trade and 
intercourse, but withholds instalments of debt due to our citizens, which 
she solemnly pledged herself to pay, under circumstances which are fully 
escplained by the accompanying letter from Mr. Green, our secretary of 
legation. And when our minister has invited the attention of her Gov- 
ernment to wrongs committed by her local authorities, not only on the 
property but on the persons of our fellow-citizens engaged in prosecuting 
fair and honest pursuits, she has added insult to injury, by not even deign- 
ing, for months together, to return an answer to his representations. Stil4^ 
further to manifest her unfriendly feelings towards the United States, she ^ 
has issued decrees expelling from some of her provinces American citizens 
engaged in the peaceful pursuits of life, and now denies to those of our ' 
citizens prosecuting the whale fishery on the northwest coast of the Pacific 
the privilege which has, throitgh all time heretofore, been accorded to them, 
of exchanging goods of a small amount in valijf at her ports in California, 
for supplies indispensable to their health and c'otiifort. 

Nor will it escape the observation of Congress, that, in conducting a cor-^ 
respondence with a minister of the United States who cannot and does ttot^ 
know ariy distinction between the geographical sections of the Union,; 
(Aargcs, wholly unfounded, are made against particular States, and an < 
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appeal to others for aid and protection against supposed wrongs. In this 
same connexion, sectional prejudices are attempted to be excited, and the 
hazardous and unpardonable effort is made to foment divisions amongst 
the States of the Unien, and thereby imbitter their peace. Mexico has 
still to learn, that, however freely we may indulge in discussion among 
ourselves, the American people will tolerate no interference in their domes- 
tic affairs by any foreign Government ;. and in all that concerns, the consti- 
tutional guaranties and the national honor, the people of the United States 
have but one mind and one heart. 

The subject of annexation addresses itself, most fortunately, to every 
portion of the Union. The Executive would have been unmindful of its 
highest obligations, if it could have adopted a course of policy dictated by 
sectional interests and local feelings. On the contrary, it was because the 
question was neither local nor sectional, but made its appeal to the interests 
of the whole Union, and of every State in the Union, that the negotiation, 
and finally the treaty of annexation, was entered into ; and it has afforded 
me no ordinary pleasure to perceive that, so far as demonstrations have 
been made upon it by the people, they have proceeded from all portions 
of the Union. Mexico may seek to excite divisions amongst us, by utter- 
ing unjust denunciations against particular States; but when she comes to 
know that the invitations addressed to our fellow-citizens by Spain, and 
afterwards by herself, to settle Texas, were accepted by emigrants from 
all the States, and when in addition to this she refreshes her recollection with 
the fact that the first effort which was made to acquire Texas was during 
the administration of a distinguished citizen from an Eastern State, which 
was afterwards renewed under the auspices of a President from the South- 
west, she will awake to a knowledge of the futility of her present purpose 
of sowing dissensions among us, or producing distraction in our councils, 
by attacks either on particular States, or on persons who are now in the 
retirement of private life. 

Considering the appeal which she now makes to eminent citizens by 
name, can she hope to escape censure for having ascribed to them, as well 
as to others, a design, as she pretends, now for the first time revealed, of 
having originated negotiations to despoil her, by duplicity and falsehood, 
of a portion of her territory? The opinion then, as now, prevailed with 
the Executive, that the annexation of Texas to the Union was a matter of 
vast importance. In order to acquire that territory before it l^d assumed 
a position among the independent Powers of the earth, propositions were 
made to Mexico for a cession of it to the United States. Mexico saw in 
these proceedings at the time no cause of complaint. vShe is now, when 
simply reminded of them, awakened to the knowledge of the fact, which 
she, through her Secretary of State, promulgates to the whole world as 
true, that those negotiations were founded in deception and falsehood, and 
superinduced by unjust and iniquitous motives. 

While Texas was a dependency of Mexico, the United States opened 
negotiations with the latter Power for the cession of her then acknowledg- 
ed territory ; and now, that Texas is independent of Mexico, and has main- 
tained a separate existence for nine years, during which time she has been 
reoeived into the family of nations, and is represented by accredited am- 
bassadors at many of the principal Courts of Europe, and when it has be- 
come obvious to the whole world that she is forever lost to Mexico, the 
United States is charged with deception and falsehood in all relating to \.Vn5^ 



l^ast, and c^ndemim^ry aceu^tlioiis Jiam mode agaiast Sidles which hare 
Jiad no special agency in the matter, because the Executive of the whob 
Union hais negotiated with free and independent Texas, upon a matter vi- 
tally important to the interests of both countries. And, after nine years of 
unavailing war, Mexico now announces her intention, through her Secre* 
tary of Foreign Affairs, never to consent to the independence of Texas, oc 
to abandon the effort to reconquer that Republic. She thus announces a 
perpetual claim, which, at the end of a century, will furnish her as plausi- 
ble a ground for discontent against any nation which, at the end of that 
time, may enter into a treaty with Texas, as she possesses at this moment 
against the United States. The lapse of time can add nothing to her title 
to^independence. 

A course of conduct such as has been described on the part of Mexieo, ia 
violation of all friendly feeling and of the courtesy which should characterize 
the intercourse between the nations of the earth, might well justify the 
United States in a resort to aqy measures to vindicate their national honor; 
but, actuated by a sincere desire to preserve the general peace, and in view 
of the present condition of Mexico, the Executive, resting upon its integ^ 
rity, and not fearing but that the judgment of the world will duly appre- 
ciate its motives, abstains from -recommendiug to Congress a resort to 
measures of redress, and contents itself with reurging upon that body 
prompt and immediate action on the subject of annexation. By adapting 
that measure, the United States will be in the exercise of an undoubted 
right; and if Mexico, not regarding their forbearance, shall aggravate the 
injustice of her conduct by a declaration of war against them, upon her 
head will rest all the responsibility. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, December 18, 1844. 

The message was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and printed. 

Mr. Johnson presented the petition of the Mexican Gulf Railway Com^ 
pany and its sureties, praying to be released from the payment of the costs 
of a suit improperly instituted against them by the United States ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ashl^^ presented a communication, signed by Thomas H. Clarke and 
others, meiibers of the Legislature of the State of Arkansas, representing 
the necessity of a mail route from Clarksville to CarroUion, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad Company, praying a remission of the duties on certain railroad 
iron imported for the use of their railroad; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of Frances Edwards, widow and 
executrix of Enoch Edwards, deceased, a surgeon in the. revolutionary 
army, praying to be allowed the commutation pay to which he was enti:^ 
tied ; which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and State of Delaware, praying an appro- 
priation for rebuilding the piers at Port Penn and Reedy island, and the 
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erection of a light-house on the Brandy wine shoals, in the Delaware river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered, That John H. Pennington have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedy That five thousand copies of the map of Texas, which was 
engraved for the use of th^ Senate at the last session, be furnished, pro- 
vided the cost of the same does not exceed twelve cents per copy, including 
paper, printing, pasting, and coloring. 

Mr. Fairfield submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be hereby directed to collect 
from the hands of engravers and others, in this city, all the metallic plates 
that from time to time have been engraved and paid for by order of the 
Senate, and to deposite the same in the Library of Congress, for the future 
use of the Senate and House of Representatives. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to communi- 
cate to the Senate, as early as may be practicable, copies of all orders or 
instructions which may at any time have been given by his department to 
the land officers and persons acting *as surveyor general in Louisiana, in ref- 
lation to the " Houma claim,^' of any plats or surveys in his department 
of said claim, and of any arguments or statements heretofore* mside to the 
department in relation to that claim, and of the decisions of the depart- 
ment thereon ; also, a list of all the private claims derived from either of 
the former Governments of Louisiana or based upon any of the laws of 
the United States, which are included in whole or in part by the claimed 
lines of the Houma tract, specifying in each case the name of the claimant, 
the character, nature, and date of the original title papers, and the amount 
claimed, and if confirmed, the date of the confirmatory law ; and, al»o, a 
list of all such tracts included therein as may by the official plats or the 
returns of the proper officers be shown to have been sold at any time by the 
United States, and their areas, and the amounts paid therefor, specifying the 
dates of entry and the laws under which they were made ; and, also, to 
report whether sueh portions of the said Houma claim as have been pat- 
ented were ever regularly surveyed by the proper authority, irf conformity 
to the instructions of the department and the requirements of the law, and 
the lines thereof properly returned and exhibited upon the towiighip maps 
sent to the department prior to the granting of such patents. 

Mr. Evans submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform the 
Senate whether any application has been made to the department, since 
the close of the last session of Congress, for the remission of penalties or 
forfeitures heretofore incurred and paid for violations of tlie revenue laws 
of the United States, in the importations of foreign goods or merchandise ; 
and if so, by whom, and the grounds upon which such application is made, 
the time when incurred and paid, together with the decision or action of 
the department thereon. 
4 
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Mr. Evans submitted the following resolution for consideration : 
Re solved , That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform the 
nuoiJDt of duties which had been previously paid upon the 
ofereign goods and merchandise into th6 United States has 
/^lyt^r Kly^ict^^ute ihe close of the last session of Congress, together with 
Mstjjdesct^ion '&■ Hk merchandise, and the times of importation, respect- 
(^ ii|^'yi^9^3 wtlteh said duties were collected, and the names of the persons 
\^ %A^yMmO^(u^ed\, and, also, to communicate copies of all circular letters 
Y* or^iiisrtructiop&Jissued from the Treasury Department since the close of the 
\^t sjj^i^*(^lainig to the refunding of the same, or to the rates of duty 
^^^^'^D^^^ii^^*^^'^^^®^ ; and that he be also directed to inform the Sen- 
ate Irf-^We^flumber of applications now pending for the refunding Of duties 
heretofore paid, the times when presented, and by whom, the description 
of merchandise imported, and the amount of duties paid. 

Mr. Huntington submitted the following resolution for consideration: 
Resohtdy That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to inform the 
Senate what number of iron steamers for the revenue service have been 
built or have been ordered to be built, the respective periods of time 
when the contracts for building the same were made, the cost of each, the 
places where the same have been or are to be built, the names of the con- 
tractor or contractors, the actual or estimated expense attending their em- 
ployment, the difference between the expense of Construction and employ- 
ment between the same and the wooden revenue cutters, and whether any 
trial of the same has been made to test'their utility, and whether they will 
probably be as useful for the revenue service, having reference to their 
speed and to all other considerations connected with their cost and use, as 
the revenue cutters heretofore built and used in the service. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution for consideration : 
Sesoivedy That the Secretary of State be directed to communicate to the 
Senate such information as may be in the possession of the Department of 
State, as to the practice of foreign Governments in transporting their crim- 
inals and paupers into the United States ; and that he also communicate 
copies of such instructions, if any, as may have been given by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to its consuls and other agents in foreign 
Governments upon this subject, and copies of such reports, if any, as may 
have been received from such consuls and agents in relation thereto. 
On motion by Mr. Pearce, 
Ordered, That the memorial of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com- 
pany, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. / 

Mr. Choate submitted an additional document in relation to the claim of 
David Baker ; which, with his petition on the files of the Senate, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
On motion by Mr. Foster of Tennessee, 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 
Mr, Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the biil (S. 3) to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the 
better to enable the said State to e:!l[tend and complete the Wabash and 
Erie canal from Terre Haute to the Ohio river, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Woodbridge also submitted a report on the subject, which was or- 
dered to be printed. 
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Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 2%) to consolidate and amend the acts in relation to the 
pensions of the widows and orphans of naval officers, seamenr> Jind ma- 
rines, reported it without amendment. ' 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Harriet H. Sanders, widow of James Sanders, reported 
a bill (S. 40) renewing certain naval pensions for the term of five years ; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Woodbury, from the Committee of Claims, to whom^was referred 
the memorial of William Rich, reported a bill (S. 41) for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Woodbury, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred 
the memorial of Thomas A. Russell, Submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the joint resolution (S. R. 5) authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. 
F. Thornton in the settlement of his accounts, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said resolution as in Committee 
of the Whole; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Sen- 
ate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Woodbury, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 34) for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others, reported it 
without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 19) for the relief of James Ritchie, reported it without 
amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole ; and no ameudmedt being made it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was 
referred the memorial of J. S. McFarland, reported a bill (S. 42) for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The said bill was read the second tinae, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Sen- 
ate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third lime. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was 

, referred the bill (S. 13) for the relief of the legal representatives of Pierre 

Menard, .losiah T. Belts, Jacob Feaman, and Edmund Roberts, of the 

State of Illinois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, decreased, 

reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole, and, having been amended, it was reported to the Senate ; and the 
amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Huntington, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 43) to regulate the appointments and promotions of officers la 
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the United States revenue marine; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Huntington, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 44) providing for the appointment and regulating the pay of 
engineers and assistant engineers in the revenue service ; which was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Atchison asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
I)iU (S. 45) to organize a Government for the Oregon Territory, and for 
other purposes ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent. 

On motion, by Mr. Atchison, that it be referred to the Committee on 

Territories, 

C Yeas 21 

It was determined in the negative, ^ T^ ''*''*' 04' 

On motion by Mr. Atchison, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Hannegan, 
Haywood, Huger, Niles, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Evans, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter^ Rives, Upham, 
White, Woodbridge. 

On motion, by Mr. Archer, that the bill be referred to the Committee on 

Foreign Relations, 

C Yeas 20 

It was determined in the negative, <^ * 04' 

On motion by Mr. Walker, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Evans, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rives, Upham, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Henderson, Huger, Merrick, Niles, Porter, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, White, Woodbury. 

On motion by Mr. Atchison, 

Orderedy That the bill be referred to a select committee, consisting of 
five members, to be appointed by the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Atchison, Mr. Walker, Mr. Rives, Mr. Crittenden, and Mr. Allen, 
were accordingly appointed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Phelps, in relation to the treaties between the Republic of Texas 
and other foreign Powers ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Choate, in relation to the publication of Mr. Madison's Report of the 
Debates of the Convention of 1787 ; and the resolution was agreed to. 
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The joint resolution (S. 3) explanatory of an act making appropriations 
for the payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States 
for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1845, was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment being made, 
it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 10) to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the river 
Delaware, having been reported by the conimittee correctly engrossed, was 
read a third time. 

Resolved^ That this bill pass, and that its title ,be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the resolution (S. R. 1) in favor of David Shaw and 
Solomon T. Corser, reported it without amendment. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Merrick asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct 
the abuse of the*franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
Post Office Department ; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, December 23, 1844. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Mary Carlton, widow of a de- 
ceased revolutionary soldier, praying a pension; which was referred to thp 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Robert Ramsay, formerly a sea-/ 
man in the naval service, praying arrears of pension ; which was referreci 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Penasylvania, praying an 
amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ashley presented the petition oi L. D. Marchand, of Arkansas, 
praying indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800 ; which was refer- 
red to the Cfommittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Foster of New York p^'esented the petition of Philip Ward, a sol- 
dier in the last war with Great Britain, praying a pension ; which was re- 
ferred to J;he Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Haywood submitted documents relating to the claim of A. R. S. 
Hunter to compensation for supplies furnished the Cherokee Indians in 
1836 ; which were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Haywood presented two memorials of William H. Thomas, praying 
compensation for pFovisions and clothing furnished the Cherokee Indians, 
i\^ 1836; which were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Atphison presented the petition of James Mitchell, praying the right 
of pre-emption to a tract of land in Missouri ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Fairfield submitted additional documents in relation to the petition 
of Joseph Veazie; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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the United States revenue marine; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Huntington, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 44) providing for the appointment and regulating the pay of 
engineers and assistant engineers in the revenue service ; which was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Atchison asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
!)iU(S. 45)to organize a Government for the Oregon Territory, and for 
other purposes ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent. 

On motion, by Mr. Atchison, that it be referred to the Committee on 

Territories, 

C Yeas 21 

It was determined in the negative, ) t>j «g' * 04' 

On motion by Mr. Atchison, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Hannegan, 
Haywood, Huger, Niles, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Evans, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter^ Rives, Upham, 
White, Wood bridge. 

On motion, by Mr. Archer, that the bill be referred to the Committee on 

Foreign Relations, 

C Yeas 20 

It was determined in the negative, 5 ^ ' 04' 

On motion by Mr. Walker, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Evans, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Miller, 
Moreheadji Pearce, Phelps, Rives, Upham, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Henderson, Huger, Merrick, Niles, Porter, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, White, Woodbury. 

On motion by Mr. Atchison, 

Ordered^ That the bill be referred to a select committee, consisting of 
five members, to be appointed by the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Atchison, Mr. Walker, Mr. Rives, Mr. Crittenden, and Mr. Allen, 
were accordingly appointed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Phelps, in relation to the treaties between the Republic of Texas 
and other foreign Powers ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Choate, in relation to the publication of Mr. Madison's Report of the 
Debates of the Convention of 1787 ; and the resolution was agreed to. 
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The joint resolution (S, 3) explanatory of an act making appropriations 
for the payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States 
for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1845, was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment being made, 
it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 10) to settle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the river 
Delaware, having been reported by the conimittee correctly engrossed, was 
read a third time. 

Resolved^ That this bill pass, and that its title ,be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the resolution (S. R. 1 ) in favor of David Shaw and 
Solomon T. Corser, reported it without amendment. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Merrick asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct 
the abuse of the 'franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
Post Office Department ; which was read the first and secoad times by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, December 23, 1844. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Mary Carlton, widow o( a de- 
ceased revolutionary soldier, praying a pension; which was referred to th^ 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Robert Ramsay, formerly a sear' 
man in the naval service, praying arrears of pension ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an 
amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ashley presented the petition pf L. D. Marchand, of Arkansas, 
praying indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800 ; which was refer- 
red to the Cfommittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented the petition of Philip Ward, a sol- 
dier in the last war with Great Britain, praying a pension ; which was re- 
ferred to J;he Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Haywood submitted documents relating to the claim of A. R. S. 
Hunter to compensation for supplies furnished the Cherokee Indians in 
1836 ; which were referred to the Committee on Ipdian Affairs. 

Mr. Haywood presented two memorials of William H. Thomas, praying 
compensation for provisions and clothing furnished the Cherokee Indians, 
'\\^ 1836; which were referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Atchison presented the petition of James Mitchell, praying the right 
of pre-emption to a tract of land in Missouri ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Fairfield submitted additional documents in relation to the petition 
of Joseph Veazie; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
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Mr. Colquitt, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs of William Fisher, reported a bill 
(S. 49) for their relief; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr* Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill ( H. R. 432 ) to establish a uniform time for holding elections 
for electors of President and Vice President in all the States of the Union, 
reported it with an amendment; which was read. 

Mr. Porter, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 24) confirming and assenting to an act of the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia entitled " An act further to amend the act incorporating 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company," reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Berrien, ftom the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 35) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to make an 
arrangement or compromise with any of the sureties on bonds given to 
the United States by Samuel Swattwout, late collector of the customs for 
the port of New York, reported it with an amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill (S. 35) as in Qommittee 
of the Whole; and having been amended, it was reported to the Senate, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered^ That the bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Semple asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 50) to grant a portion of the public land to the State of Illinois, to 
aid in the completion of the Illinois and Michigan canal; which was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 
^ Agreeably to notice, Mr. Semple asked and obtained leave to bring in a ' 
bill (S. 51) to extend the National road to the city of Alton, on the Mis- 
sissippi river ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Crittenden, asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 52) for the relief of Joshua Shaw; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Johnson, in relation to the transportation of foreign criminals and paupers 
to the United States; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Evans, in relation to the amount of duties on foreign importations refund- 
ed since the close of the last session of Congress, and the applications still 
pending ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The- Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Evans, in relation to appUcations for the remission of penalties and for- 
feitures; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. Hunt- 
ington, relating to the number and cost of iron steamers constructed for 
the revenue service ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The following bills and joint resolutions, having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, wero read a third time : 

S. 13. A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Pierre Menard, 
Josiah T. Betts, Jacob Feaman, and Edmund Roberts, of the State of Ilti- 
noiS; sureties of Felix St, Vrain^ late Indian agent^ deceased. 
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S. 19. A bill for the relief of James Ritjchie. 

S. 34.- A bill for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others. 

S. 42. A bill for the relief of J. S. McFarland. 

S. 3. Joint resolution explanatory of an act making appropriations for 
the payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1845. 

S. 5. Joint resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. F. Thorn- 
ton, in the settlement of his accounts, 

Resolved^ That the said bills and resolutions pass, and that their respect- 
ive titles be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. * 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk: . ^ : 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. 
R. 216) to provide for the collection, safe keeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue ; in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. 

The House of Representatives have appointed a Committee on Enrolled 
Bills on their part, consisting of Mr. William J. Brown and Mr. Sykes. 

This bill, (H. R. 216,) this day received from the House of Representa- 
tives, was read the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, December 26, 1844. 

The honorable Ambrose H. Sevier, from the State of Arkansas, and the* 
honorable James F. Simmons, frum the State of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, attended. 

Mr. Crittenden presented the memorial of Maria S. Nourse, widow of 
Joseph Nourse, deceased, praying the payment of a judgment rendered in 
favor of her late husband in a suit instituted against him by the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Archer presented two memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing ah amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States ; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. ' 

Mr. Evans presented a menK>rial of merchants, ship owners, and mar- 
iners, of the State of Maine, praying the erection of a light-house at the 
entrance of the harbor of Gitkey, in that State ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee presented the petition of William Henson', 
praying compensation for enrolling and subsisting a number of emigrating 
Cherokee Indians; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Tappan presented a petition of citizens of the town of Perrysburg, 
in the State of Ohio, praying to be confirmed in their title to certain lands 
purchased from the State of Ohio ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands^ 

Mr. Sturgeon presented the petition of Caroline A. Sherburne, Mary V. 
Sherburne, and Georgiana H. Sherburne, grandchildren of Elijah Hall,. 
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late merchant in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, praying indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800 ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented the memorial of the select and common coun- 
cil of the city of Philadelphia, praying an appropriation for repairing the 
piers in the Delaware bay and river, and for constructing such other works 
as the interests of commerce may require ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a memorial of citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, praying an appropriation for repairing the piers at Port 
Penn and Reedy island, and for constructing a light-house on the Brandy- 
wine shoals, in the Delaware river ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented the petition of the widow and heirs of Christo- 
pher Taylor, deceased^ late a surgeon's mate in the revolutionary army, 
praying an allowance of commutation pay ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Somerset county, 
Pennsylvania, praying the organization of a Territorial Government in 
the Oregon Territory ; which was referred to the Select Committee to 
whom was referred the bill to organize a Government for the Oregon Tier- 
ritory, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Somerset county^ 
Pennsylvania, praying a reduction of the rates of postage ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Road^. 

Mr. Atchison presented the petition of Richard Phillips, praying the 
confirmation of his title to a tract of land in the State of Missouri; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims^ 

Mr. Atchison presented the petition of John McClenehan, a pensioner of 
•the United States, prayiiig arrears of pension ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented the memorial of Gregory Thomas 
and others, owners of the pilot boat Washington, of New York, praying 
compensation for damage done to their vessel by collision with a United 
States vessel at sea ; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Missouri and Arkansas, 
praying the establishtnent of a mail route from Cureton, in Missouri, to 
Carrollton, in Arkansas ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented a memorial of citizens of New York, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance of the 
franking privilege; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mt. Foster of New York presented the memorial of the Chamber of 
Commerce of New York, praying the establishment of the warehouse sys- 
tem; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. Niles, 

Ordered, That the petition of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred ta the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Ashley, 

Ordered, That Henry Funkhouser have leave to withdraw the docu* 
ments relating to his claim. 
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On motion by Mr. Fairfield, 

Resolved^ That Comfort Smith, wiow of Noah Smith, have leave to 
withdraw her petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. White, 

Ordered^ That when the Senate a6nrn, it be to Monday next. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the followiij resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to 

Resolved^ That the Committee on Sommerce be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making an apropriation to complete the marine 
hospital in the city of New Orleans, ad into the expediency of an appro- 
priation to improve the harbor at PorPontchartrain, in the State of Lou- 
isiana. ^ 

Mr. Breese submitted the followingesolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : ^ 

Resolved J That the Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roads be 
directed to inquire into the expedienr of estabUshing a post route from 
Carlyle, by Hanover, in Clinton count, t6 Belleville, by Mascoulah, in St. 
Clair county, in the State of Illinois. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the folloing resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agree to : 

Resolved, That the further sum of ity-five dollars be paid from the 
contingent fund of the Senate, being oe-half of the amount supposed to 
be necessary to complete the jiaymenlof the expenses attending the fu- 
neral of those persons who were killecon board the Princeton steamship; 
provided that the Secretary of the Ser.te, after a careful scrutiny, be sat- 
isfied that so much is due. 

Mr. Barrow submitted the followiri resolution, which was considered 
by unaninious consent, and agreec^ to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on t3 Judiciary, to whom was referred 
certain resolutions in relation to the eaediency of amending the naturali- 
z£Ction laws, with power to send for pesons and papers, be also authorized 
to take testimony, by commissioners, i relation to the several matters em- 
braced in those resolutions. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, That the report of the Sectary of the Treasury showing the 
progress made during the past year ime survey of the coast of the United 
States be printed, and that three hundd copies, in addition to the usual 
number, be printed for the use of the uperintendent of the coast survey. 

The Senate proceeded to consider tk report of the Committee on the 
Judiciary on the memorial of HenrjH. Williams ; and, in concurrence 
therewith. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the nrmorialist ought not to be granted. 

The bill (S. 35) to authorize the Se<etary of the Treasury to make an 
arrangement or compromise with any f the sureties on bonds given to the 
United States by Samuel Swartwout, Xe collector of the customs for the 
port of New York, having been repord by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read a third time. 

Resolved, That the said bill pasSj an that the title thereof be as afore- 
said. 

Ordered, That the Secretary requesthe concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, a in Committee of the Whole, the 
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bill (S. 25) for the relief of WiliamiRussell and others, together with the 
amendment reported thereto; and h^ing been amended, it was reported to 
the Senate, and the amendment wastoncurred in. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, an read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to considr, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 3) to grant certain lands to t^ State of Indiana, the better to ena-. 
ble the said State to extend and comlete the Wabash and Erie canal from 
Terre Haute to the Ohio river; ad no amendment being made, it was 
reported to the Senate. | 

Orderedy That it be engrossed, an read a third time. * 

The bill (S. 41) for the relief of \^lliam Rich was read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee (jflhe Whole; and no ?imendment being 
made, it was reported to the Senate, / 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, ai read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consicjr, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
resoliition (S. R. I ) in favor of DatJ Shaw and Solomon T. Corser; and 
no amendment being made, it was iported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, all read a third time. 

The bill (S. 27) for the relief of Ules King and, his assigns was read 
the second time, and considered as i Committee of /the Whole. 
On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That the further considation thereof be postponed to Monday 
next. 

The Senate proceeded to consicr, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 37) for the relief of Asa Anrews ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Haywoo( 

Ordered, That the further considration thereof be postponed to Monday 
next. 

The Senate proceeded to consior, as in Committee of \he Whole, the 
bill (S. 31 ) declaring the assent of Congress to the State of Illinois to im« 
pose a tax upon all lands hereafter pld by the United States in that State, 
from and after the time of such sal^ and, 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered, That the further considiation thereof be postponed to Monday 
next. ! 

On motion, by Mr. Fairfield, the i>te on agreeing to the resolution, pass- 
ed by the Senate the 19th instant. Dating to metallic plates engraved by 
order of the Senate, was. reconsidem. 
On motion by Mr. Fairfield j 

Ordered, That the said resolutio lie on the table. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Tappanisked and obtained leave to britig in a 
bill (S. 53) to quiet the titles to cerin lots of land in the towns of Perrys- 
burg and Croghansville, in the Statof Ohio; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consei, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The bill for the relief of Mary fleside, executrix of the last will and 
testament of James Reeside, deceaxl, was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the WJle. 
On motion by Mr. Sturgeoij 

Ordered, That the further consjeration thereof be postponed to Mon- 
day next. 

On motion. 

The Senate adjourned. 
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MONDAY, DECpMffiR 30, 1844. 

Mr. Tappan presented the petition <if Ava Day and others, members of 
a company of Ohio volunteers, praying conpensation for their services in 
the last war with Great Britain ; whijh vas referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. Archer presented the petition of Robert Mayo, representative of ^ 
George Mayo, deceased, praying conpersation for his services as a clerk 
in the Post Office Department; whicl was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition <lf citizens of the western portion of 
Pennsylvania, praying that provisiorl may be made by law for granting 
relief to the surviving soldiers in the hdian wars previous to the treaty of 
Greenville, in 1794, and to the indigeit and destitute soldiers in the last 
war with Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a memorialof citizens of Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Teias to the United States ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Breese presented the memoria of Thomas Bassnett, proposing to 
sell to the Government certain valuahe discoveries which fie has made in 
the science of meteorology ; which wU referred, with the documents on 
the files of the Senate relating thereto! to the Coinmittee on Agriculture. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memoria of citizens of Wayne county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying an amendment to tkc naturalization laws of the United 
States, the annexation of Texas to the United States, and that no altera- 
tion may be made in the present tariff during the period of three years. 

Ordered, That so much of the memorial as relates to an amendment of 
the naturalization laws be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary ; 
that so much as relates to the annexation of Texas to the United States be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign lelations ; and that so much as re- 
lates to the tariff be referred to the Conmittee on Manufactures. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of western Pennsyl- 
vania, praying the construction of a caiial around the falls of St. Mary ; 
which was referred to the Committee oa Roads and Canals. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition ♦f citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing the adoption of measures for a,meiiding the Constitution so ks to pre- 
vent the extension and perpetuation of slavery in the United States. 

A motion was made, that the petition be received ; and the same being 
objected to. 

Ordered, That the motion to receive the petition lie on the table. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of Julius Eldred, Francis E. Eldred, 
and Elisha Eldred, praying compensation for their services and expenses 
in transporting a mass of native copper, known as the "copper rock," 
from the Ontonagon river to the city of Washington, under an agreement 
with an agent of the War Department ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Atherton presented the petition of the heirs of Moses White, late 
an officer in the revolutionary army, praying to be allowed arrears of pen- 
sion ; which was referred to the Committee m Pensions. 

Mr. Breese presented a petition of citizens of the State of Illinois, pray- 
ing a grant of public land to that State, to enable her to complete certiain 
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works of internal improvement; 'which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. Berrien presented, a petiion of merchants and others, citizens of 
Darien, Georgia, praying that Jaren naay be made a separate collection 
district ; which was referred to tie Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Woodbridge presented ths nemorial of John Stockton, an officer of 
the army in the last war with Grea Britain, praying compensation for the 
loss of his baggage while on putlicduty ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Fairfield presented a petitiai of citizens of York county, Maine, 
praying that Texas may not be anrexed to the United States ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Walker presented the metnirial of the Chickasaw nation of In- 
dians, praying that the money derived from the sale of the lands ceded by 
them to the United States may be hvested for their benefit, agreeably to 
the terms of the treaty of cession; md that money unlawfully paid out of 
the Chickasaw fund may be replacd ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Niles presented a petition of citizens of Wisconsin Territory, pray- 
mg the improvement of certain mal routes in .that Territory ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Pest Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ordered^ That the petition of George De Passau, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee a Private Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ordered, That the petition of Benjamin Ballard, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee op Private Land Claims. 

Mr. Sevier announced the decease of the honorable William S. Fulton, 
which took place at his residence, tie 15th of August last. 
On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

Resolvedy unanimously , That tb3 Senate, from a sincere desire of show- 
ing every mark of respect due to the memory of the honorable William 
S. Fulton, late a member thereof, Mill go into mourning, by wearing crape 
on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, unanimously, Th^t, is an additional mark of respect for the 
memory of the honorable Willianj S. Fuhon, the Senate do no^r adjourn. 

Ordered, That the Secretary ni)tify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Whereupon, 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, December 31, 1844. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed the resolu- 
tion of the Senate (S. R. 3 ) explanatory of an act making appropriations for 
the payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1845. They have passed a joint 
resolution (H. R. 53) to secure ^ more perfect accountability for the public 
property ; in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Choate presented the proceedings of a meeting of the legal voters 
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of the town of Northborough, in thp State of Massachusetts, remonstrat- 
ing against the annexation of Texas to the United States ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relayons. 

Mr. Benton presented the petition of Pierre Chouteau, jr., Louis Menard, 
and others, praying the confirmation of their title to certain lands in the 
Territory of Iowa ; which was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Tappan presented the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, in favor of reducing the rales of postage and abolishing the 
franking privilege; which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Upham presented the petition of Abigail Wadhani, widow of He- 
man Allen, deceased, praying remuneration for advances made by her de- 
ceased husband for the support of troops of the United States in the revo- 
lutionary war ; which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
^ Claims. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of the association of Friends in the 
city of Philadelphia against the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Benton presented a memorial of citizens of Indiana, praying a grant 
of land for completing the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio river; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Haywood presented the petitioti of Sally Bass, daughter of Charles 
Pasteur, deceased, late a surgeon in the revolutionary army, praying com- 
pensation for her father's services, remtmeration for the loss of property 
during the revolutionary war, and payment of his commutation pay ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Orderedy That the petition of William C. Easton, on the files of the Serr- 
ate, be referred to the Con^mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed to report to 
the Senate the condition of the old custoYn-house in the city of New Or- 
leans, and the sum required for the construction of a new custom-house in 
the said city ; the sums required to complete the marine hospital in the 
city of New Orleans, and to improve the harbor at Port Pontchartrain, in 
the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. Crittenden submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Retsolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of subscribing for or purchasing a certain number of 
volumes of the writings, reports, correspondence, and papers, of the late 
General Alexander Hamilton, and to report thereon. 

Mr. Woodbridge submitted the following resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a post road from 
Mount Clemens, in the county of Macomb, and State of Michigan, to 
Romeo, in the said county, through the towns of Macomb and Ray, to 
report by bill or otherwise. 
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Mr. Berrien submitted the following resolution, whicb was considctred 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amendmg the judicial act of 1789 as to authorize 
the award of the writ of habeas corpus in cases in which it cannot issue 
under the existing provisions of the said act. 

Mr. Wobdbridge submitted the following resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedn That the Committee on the Post OiBce and Post Roads be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route from 
the Sault de Ste. Marie, in the State of Michigan, to Fort Wilkins, on Lake 
Superior, to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Woodbridge submitted a communication from John Stockton in re- 
lation to the subject, which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved^ That the President be requested to communicate to the Sen- 
ate a copy of the letter of Mr. Shannon to the Department of State com- 
municating the note of the Mexican Secretary of State in relation to the 
payment of the April and July .instalments of the Mexican indemnity to 
the agent appointed by the United States to receive the indemnities under 
the convention of 1843. 

Also, to communicata to the Senate the name of the agent appointed to 
receive said indemnities, and the security, if any, which may have been 
taken for the faithful performance of his duty, and the terms and conditions 
of his appointment. 

Also, whether said agent has communicated any information to the au- 
thorities of the United States in relation to the non-payment of the instal- 
ments of the said indemnities due in April and July last. 

Also, to communicate to the Senate a statement of the indemnities actu- 
ally paid to the United States agent, with the date of such payment to 
him, the date of the receipt of the money so paid at the Treasury of the 
United States, and a statement of the costs and charges made and allowed 
against such instalments before 4)aid to the claimants. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate to the Senate 
a*copy of the report made tp the Engineer department on the military de- 
fences of the country, by Lieutenant Halleck, of the corps of engineers. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate several resolutions 
passed by the common council of the city of New York, expressive of 
their regret and sympathy for the destruction of life occasioned by the ex- 
plosion on board the steam ship Princeton. 

Ordered^ That they lie on the table. 
On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Rhodes Thompson, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Ordered, That the petitions and documents, on the files of the Senate, 
in each of the following cases, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs : John Turner, John O'Bannon, Joseph Ray, Jesse Watkins, Ben- 
jamin Caton, James Turner, Francis Woods, Joshua Freeman, Lewis Bar- 
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ert A. and John 6. Heath, Reuben E. fJfentry land others, William Ifeloo- 
Toe^ David Magill, Abraham Grooms, Eiistia Todd, Joseph iBoggs, Francis 
Roy, Antoine Fory, Joseph Revere, John B. Dendjrer, John Hancock, 
©eorge Jackson, the heirs and representatives of Joshua Bistiop, Sarshall 
©ooper, William Head, and the petition of a number oif citizens of Calltf- 
way county, Missouri. ^ 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Pensions, to tvhom was referred the 
^ition of George Whitten, Ji6ported a bill (S. 54) granting a peni§iott to 
Greorge Whitten; which was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Confimerte,to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 45) to fegulate the appointrnetits and promotions of officers 
in the United States revertti^ service, r'eported it Without amendment. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to Whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 44) providing for the appointment and regulating the pay 
of engineers and assistant ei^ineers in the revenue service, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom the subject was 
referred, reported a bill (S. 55) making compensation to pension agents^ 
Ivhich was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 17) for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of Fultoi 
county. State of Illinois, re|>orf ed it without amendment. Mr. Woodbridge 
^Iso submitted a report en the subject, which was ordered to be printed. .* 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 39) to organize a new land district in the southem 
pBLtt of the State of Arkansas, reported it without amendment. He also 
made a report on the subject of said bill, which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Bagby, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in^a 
bill (S. 56) to amend an act entitled << An act to carry into effect in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi the existing compacts with those States 
with regard to the five per cent, fund and the school reservations ;'' whkh 
was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to 
|he Committee on Public Lands. 

The joint resolution (H. R. 53) to secure a more perfect acqountAbiiity 
for the public property was read the first and second times by unanimoiH 
Opnsent, and referred to the Committee on the Public Buildings. i 

',] The following joint resolution and bills, having been reported by Ae 
committee correctly engrossed, were read a third time : t 

S. 1. A joint resolution in favor of David Shaw and Solomon T. Corseffi 

S. 25^ A bill for the relief of William Russell and others. 

S. 4-L A bill for the relief of William Rich. 

Resolvedy That they pass, and that their respective titles be as afore- 
Ipid. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the Housed 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 3) to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the bettet 
to enable the said State to extend and complete the Wabash and Erie ca^ 
nal from Terre Haute to the Ohio river, having been reported by the^ooi^ 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read the third time ; and 

After debate, 

5 
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On motion by Mr. Haywood, 

Ordered, Thdit it be postponed to and made the order of ihe day fc^r 
Thursday next. 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 18) to establish the Smithsonian Institution for the Increase and 
Diffusion of Knowledge among Men*, and having been amended; 
On motion by Mr. Huntington, 
Ordered, Thaii the further consideration thereof be postponed tq ftod 
made the order of the day for Thursday next. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Thursday next. 
After the consideration of Executive business. 
The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Janitary 2, 1845. 

Mr. Sevier presented a communication from Thomas H. Clark and 
others, members of the Legislature of the State of Arkansas, representing 
the expediency of establishing a mail route from Clarksville to Carrollton, 
in that State; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. Sevier presented the petition of John Dillard, praying compensation 
for supplies furnished the Camanche and other Indians, in compliance with 
an order of the commissioners for treating with those Indians ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

. Mr. Dayton presented the petition of citizens of Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

A motion being made, that the petition be received; and the same being 
objected to. 

Ordered, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Bates presented a petition of legal voters of Mendon, Massachusetts, 
praying^that Texas may not be annexed to the United States ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of John Carlo w, a pensioner of the 
United States, praying an increase of pension ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Rives presented a memorial of surgeons and assistant surgeons in 
the navy, praying that the same rank enjoyed by the medical officers of 
the army may be conferred upon the medical officers of the navy ; whicli 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Rives presented the petition of Mary Ann O'Brien, widow of a de- 
ceased army officer, praying a pension ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Buchanan presented five petitions of female inhabitants of the State 
of Pennsylvania, praying such an alteration in the Constitution and laws 
of the United States as will exempt the citizens of that State from all par- 
ticipation in the support of slavery ; three petitions of female inhabitants 
of Pennsylvania, praying that fugitive slaves may not be compelled to re- 
turn to any State where there exists a legal prohibition against their read- 
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ing the Bible; atid a petition df the same, pmying the abolHion otihvety 
in the United States. 

A motion was made, that the petitions be received ; and being objected to, 

Ortfercrf, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Vicksburg, Mississippi, 
praying an amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States ; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Archer presented the petition of A. & G. Ralston & Company, pray- 
ing a remission of the import and storage duties on a cargo of railroad 
iron ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the tbllo wing resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedj That the Secretary of the* Treasury be dii^ected to report to 
the Senate whether the receipts during the months of November and De- 
cember, 1844, have been equal to the current expenditures within them, 
giving, as near as may be, the amount of receipts and expenditures in each 
month separately. 

Mr. Breese submittad the following resolution, which wsis considered by 
unanimous consent^ and agreed to : 

Resolved, That die Committee on the Post Office and Post Road^ be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Olney, in Richland county, to Louisville, in Clay county, and thence, hf 
Nicholsville and Ilnolds, to Vandalia, in Fayette county, in the State of 
Illinois. 

On motion by Mr. White, 

Ordered, That the petition of Seth M. Leavenworth, on the files of th^ 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ordered^ That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 
On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

Ordered^ That the memorial of Mary Ann Morrioe, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affisiirs. 
On motion by Mr. Simmons, 

Ordered, That Lucy Davis have leave to withdraw her petition and 
papers ' , ' ) ■ , 

Mr. Wliite, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2) for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, reported it without atnendmeint. 

Mr. Crittenden, from the Committee on Military Affarrs, to whom waa 
referred the bill (S. 29) to refund an ascertained balance due Massachn- 
setts, reported it without amendment. ' 

Mr« Crittenden^ from the Committee on Mililauiy Afiairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 53) for the relief of Joshua Shaw, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Afiairs, to whom wa^ re- 
ferred the bill (S. 4 ) ioi the relief of Bent, St. Vrain, & Company, reported 
it without amendment. « 

Mr. Crittenden, from the Committee on Military Afiietirs, to whom \^a8 
referred the petition of William C. Eastoq, reported a bill (S. 67) for his 
relief; which was read, and paiftsed to the second reading. ' 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom wasirtii 
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xii^rf ed> the p0lilioii of Thomas So^M), f^lported a bUi (5« 56) 6]lr His relief; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Barrow, irom tbe Committee on Military Aflfairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of Mary A. E. Zantzinger, widow of Major Richard 
, A. ZantriOger, reported a bill (S* 59) fprter relief; which was read, and 
, passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Benton, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 60) for the organisation of a cornpany of sappers, nainers, and pon- 
itoniers ; which was read thie first and second times by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Aflfairs. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee of Claims 
on the memorial of Thomas A. Russell ; and, in 'concurrence therewith, 
( Resolved^ That the prayer of the' petitioner be not granted. 

The Se«ate proceeded to consider tihe resolution, submitted the 31st De- 
cember by Mr. Benton, in relation to the payinent by Mexico of the iu- 
(demnities stip^ated to be paid ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
.)on tbe aist December, in relation to a report, by Lieutenant Halleck, on 
the military defences of the United States; and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Merrick, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
,l:^ill.(S. 61) to authorize the making of permanent contracts' for the trans- 
portation of the United States mail upon railroa<k; %hich i^ias read the 
^firsl and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration of 
4l|e bill (S.£2) for the relief of Mary Reeside, executrix of the la»t will and 
testapefit of James Reeside, deceased ; and having been amended, it was 
reported to the Senate, and the amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered, That this bill be engfossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 3) to grant certain 

Jands tothe $ftate of Indiana, dae better to enable the said State to extend 

and complete the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute to the Ohio 

river ; and 

j Pa the question, 'f Shall this bill pass?'' 

C Yeas '^1 

It was determined in the affirmative, \ Cr ' o' 

Q IN ays, • • • • b • o. 

a On motion by Mr. Niles, 

The lyeasand nays being desired by one-fifih of the Senators present, 

J.5 Tho^e who voted in the affirmative, are, 

, Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Fairfidd, 
^F^i^erof Tennessee, Francis, Uannegaa, Huntington, Johnson, Merrick, 
JMloreh^ad, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Uphara^ 
White, Woodbridge. 

. .Those who voted in the ne^tive, are, 
^ Messrs, Arqber, Atherton, Bagby, Poster of New York, Haywood, Huger, 
McDuffie, Niles. 
,^^^0 it was 
R69olv^dy That this bill pass, and that tbe title thereof be as aforesaid* 
Ordered^ That the Secretary request tlie concurrence of the House of 
B^pres^ntaiives therein. 
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: A messstgiB from the^Ifouse of Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk: i 

Mr.'Prtsultnt : The House of Representarives hare passed' iv resolu- 
tion (H. R* 47) to change the name of the brig "Daniel Webster" V& • 
" Adela," and the name of the schooner ** Mary Francis'* to that of <* Isd- ' 
bella;'* in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. i 

The said rejsolution,fcom the House of Representatives, was read the 
first and second times by unanimcais consent; 

Ordered J That it be referred to the Cotnmittee on Commerce. i 

After the consideration of Executive business, ^ 

The Senate adjourned. ' -■ 

\. ■ ■ . ■ ' - '-> 

MONDAY, J ANtTARY 6, 1845- ' 

The honorable Spencer Jarnagin, from the State of Tennessee, altendJsd. ; 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a ^report of the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, made in obedience to the SOth section of the aet of 
the 26th of August, 1842, exhibiting the disbiirsenients from the conttn4o 
gent fund of the Senate during tlie year ending the 90th November, I844r| > 
which was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secret $ 
tary of the Senate, accompanied by a statement, prepared in compliance 
with the Uth section of the act of 26ih August, 1842, showing the persons 
employed in the office of the Secretary of the Senalp during the yeftr end*! / 
ing Decem|)er 31, 1344, and the sums paid to each; which was read. - . > 

Orrfcre^/, That the reports be printed, 7/ 

The President.pro tempore laid before; the Senate the following repofts; 

X. Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, niade in complianee-' with i 
a resolution of the Senate, relatftig to the construction ofiron steatfrters, to!^ 
be employed in the revenue service^ 

2. Report of the Secretary of War,.^ccompanied by sla^tenient^showiilg 
the expenditures from the contingent funds of the department, it3 offices 
and bureaus, for a period terminating with the 30th June, 1844. 

3. Report of the Secretary of the Navy, made in obedience to the aottof i 
the 26th August, 1842, accompanied by a statement showing the namesvof 
clerks and other persons employed in the department during the year; 18i4, 
the time when employed, and the sum paid to each. [ 

4. Report of the Secretary of the Navy, accompanied by a skateu^iit : 
showing, the contingent expenditures of tlie office of the Secretary of the / 
Navy and of the offices of the department. 

The reports were read. 

Orderedj That they lieou the table. ^^ 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senat^^a repoit of tbeS^MJrer j 
tary of the Trea^sury, prepared conformabfy to a joint resolution of Cor^i* 
gress, relating to the collection of statistical information; which was read,j 
and^ by unanimous consent^ oi:dered to be printed. 

Mr. Athertoh presented regfolutions, pasjsed by the Legislature of tlie' I 
State of New Hampshire, instructing the Senators and requf^ting the, Rep-i J 
resentatives of that State in Congress to use their exertions^to procure the 
adoption of measures for the reannexation of Texas to the United States,^ 
and for asserting and maintaining our rights in theT^jrritory of Oregon;/ 
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which W6re rderred to the Committee oh Foreign Heliations, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Atchison presented the memorial of, the county court of Jasper 
county, in the Slate of Missouri, praying that the right of pre emption to 
certain lots of ground be granted to that county ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lauds. 

Mr. Breese presented the petition of the city couucii of Galena, in the 
State of Illinois, praying a grant of land to that city, for the erection of a 
marine and city hospital 5 which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Breese presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Illinois, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure an appropriation 
for completing the National road through the State q( Illinois ; which was 
read. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

i Mr. Breese presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Illinois, requesting the Senators and Representatives of that State in 
Congress to endeavor to procure a grant of certain alternate sections of 
land, to aid in the completion of the Alton and Mount Carmel and the Al- 
ton and Shawneetown railroads ; which was read. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dickinson presented the memorial of Gregory Thomas and others, 
praying compensation fordama^ sustained hy their pilot boat, in conse- 
quence of a collision with the United States steamer "Colonel Harney;'* 
which was referred to tht». Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Dickinson presented the memorial of the religious society of Friends 
in the States of New York'and Vermont, rejnonstrating against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States, and called for the reading thereof. 

The reading of the memorial having been objected to, 

The question was determined by the Senate in the affirmative ; and 

The memorial was read. 

A motion was made, that the memorial be received ; and the reception 
being objected to, 

Orrf<Jree/, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania, praying the establishment of a Territorial Government in 
the Oregon Territory; which was referred to the Select Committee to. 
whom was referred the bill to organize a Government for the Oregon Ter- 
ritory, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of the Board of Trade and of citi- 
zens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying an apj[)ropriation for deepening 
the channels and removing obstructions to the navigation of the Missis- 
sippi and Ohio rivers ; which was referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. ' 

Mr. Choate submitted documents in relation to the claim of Alborne Al- 
len to compensation for constructing a reveniie boat for the district of Nan- 
tucket; which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Arkansas, praying the es- 
tablish^ ment of a mail route from Batesville to Lebanon, in that State; 
which was Teferred to^ the Cbmmitte»e on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Tappan presented a petition of citizens of Huron county, Ohio, 
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praying the passage of the bill td establish the Smithsonian Insthiition for 
the Increase and Diffusion of Knowledge among Men ; which was ordered 
to lie on the tabliB. 

Mr. Huntington presented the petition of Edward R. Tyler, of New 
Ifaven, Connecticut, praying a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Henderson presented the memorialof the president and directors of 
x\vb West Feliciana Railroad Company, praying that the duties paid on the 
importation of certain railroad iron may be relimded ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Benton presented a petition of captains of steamboats navigating 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and others, praying the construction of a 
canal around the fiills of thef Ohio river ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Koads and Canals, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented a petition of citizens of Steuben 
county, New York, praying the passage of the bill to establish the Smitb- 
sonian Institution for the Increase and Diffusion of Knowledge amotig 
Men ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented the memorial of William W. Wood- ; 
worth, administrator of William Woodworth, deceased, praying that tbe 
term for which a patent had been granted to the deceased for an invention 
may be extended ; which was referred to the Committee oti Patents and 
the Patent Office. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented a petition of citizens of Washington 
county, New York, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United 
States. 

A motion was made, that the petition be received ; and the same being 
objected to, 

Ordered, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Woodbury presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of New Hampshire, in favor of the repeal or modification of the ex- 
isting tariff. V 

Orfl^erci/, That they lie on the table, and be printed; 

Mr. Woodbury presented a preamble and resolutions, passed. by tlie 
Legislature of the State of New Hampshire, condemning, as a violation of 
the Constitution of the United States, the trial, condemnation, and imprts- 
onment, by the authorities of the State of Rhode Island, of Thomas Wilsoh 
Dorr, a citizen of the United States, 

Ordered^ That they lie on the table, and be printed. 
On motion by Mr. Simmons, 

Ordered, That the petition of Robert Purkis, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. Bagby, , 

Ordered, That John Phillips, administrator of W. Walker andJ. Phillips, ^ 
have leave to withdraw the documents relating to his claim. 

Mr. Merrick submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to communicate to 
the Senate any information of an authentic character, which he may have 
received since the commencement of the present session of Congress, illus- 
trative of the operation of the British post office system, and the effect Upon^ 
its reventtes of the reduced rates of postage; * 



by UJ3animp^s cobsent, aod ^^feed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be ios^ruQted.to.i©-', 
qujm into tbp exp^diei^Q^ oC constrifcjtjing and establi^ing poro^a^if^iit \^' 
rapWs^t or, R^ar the Pa?s Christian, i|pou the giilf of Me^j^ico, aod^witj^ft i 
the State of Mississippi, sufficient to aGcom^nodate supb. portipus of tbft- 
aripy of the United States as. have been usually ordered or may ba here- 
after required to report there for summer qua^ter^^to prjesjerve theiJ^ h^ftlth, , 
orjfor the furtheran9e of other military objects. . 

Rfr. Huntington submitted the following resolution, ^hicb was^ c^n^d-. 
er^d t^y t^naniipous consent, and. agreed to : 

N^solved^ Th^i the Coinmittee on Naval Affairs be instructed to inquita , 
in tp tM. expediency of con tiquing the pension heretofore grai^M to tt^e^ , 
child of Frederick A. Bacon, late a^ passed midshipman in the navy of th^ 
Upite/J States, who was lost in the United States, lichooner Sea Gull, in a 
gaje 0^ Cap^ Horn, in the year lS3j9, 

Tb^ following message w:as received ffom the President of tho. United. . 
Statesj by Mr. Tyler, bis secretary : 

To the Senate of the United States : ,^ 

Th^xommunicatipns mad^ by me, to the Senate, in answe^r to their re^^, 
lulions of the X 6th a^d 19th December^ 1S44, were i^iproperly noted as., 
" Executive.^' The error was one of accident, and I now desire tp,cori«ctv , 
it. , The m^s^ges and document^ were intended, ij^r.tb^ Senate, in op^ 
se^^ion. 

JOHN TYLER, 

The message was read. 

M.T. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post, Office and Post Rogtds,, to 
whom wag referred the bill (S. 46) to reduce the ratiesof poatage, to limji-. 
the use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and for thff prev^- 
tion of frauds on the revjsqvies of the Po^t Office ])epftxta^nt,^ reported it 
with aipendments. 

Mr. Merripkj/rom the Committee on the Post. Office aftd I?oQt Roa^ls^to . 
whop[^ was rieferred the bill (S. 61) to authorize the making of pernaanent 
contracts for the transportation of the United, States mail upon railroa,ds, 
reported it without amendment. ^ 

Mr. Sevier, from the Committee on Pensions, to whon^ i^as ref(»rred 
a memorial of Asahel Bralnard, submitted a riepqrt,. accpmpfinied by a Lili 
(S. ft?) for bis relief; 

The bill was read, and passed to the secqn^ readiijgj , i 

Ordered^ That the report be printed. 

Mr. HLendor^ou, from, th^ Committee on Privgite Land Claims, to wbqRi 
was referred the petition of Pierre ChoutCjaiM and otljjers) suibpntted.axet , 
port, accompanied by a bill (S. 63) to confirm the titlciof a trapt pCUnd^in 
the Territory of Iowa to the legal beirs apd assiglfeesVof JnUett I)ttb^9^ey 
decesi§ed, • 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. r 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Johnson asked and obtained leaye to bringiu a -. 
bill (S. 64) to repeal an act for th^ better/orgftniwng of th^ distiic;t coi^rt ; 



of the Unil^d St^i^ wU^in the* SiiUe of lioui^^ftsa^ aod for other pur- , 
poses; which was read the first aud second times by unanimous consent,, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. 'Riveis asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 65) for the relief of Joseph Ramsey ; which was read the first and , 
sQCQn4 times by unanimovus consent, and referred to the Committee ou the 
Judiciary. ■ , ^ 

Agreeably tonotipe, Mn Huntington ask^ed and obtained leare to bring 
in a bill (S. 66) relating to revenue cutters and steamers^; which was re^a^^ 
the first and second ti^es l^y unanimous consent, and referred to the Co(fn-'^ 
mittee on Commerce. ^ > 

w^greeably to notice, Mr. Foster of Tennessee asked and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill (S. 67) for the relief of Hugh Wallace Wormley ; which 
was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred, 
with the accompanying papers, to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Hannegan reported, from the committee, that they b^ examined 
and found duly enrolled the "resolution (S. R. 3 ) explanatory of an ac^ 
making appropriations^ for the payment of revolutionary and other pe©- 
sions of the United States for the fiscal year ending the dOth of June^<) 
1845.*' 

The President pre tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secret-- 
tapy of the Treasury, made in obedience to an "act for the relief of in** ' 
solvent debtors of the United States ;" which was read, and, by unanimous- ^ 
coiHent, ordered to 4>e primed. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Breese asked and obtained leave to .bring in a 
bill (S« 6S) a]l<>wing drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in the > 
original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Pe, in Mexico ; which was readi 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com^ 
mittee on Commerce. 

Thebiil(S. 22') for the relief of Mary Reeside, executrixof the last will . 
and testament of James Reeside^ deceased, having been reported by tire 
committee correctly er^f ossed, was read a third time. 

Resolved^ That this bill pass, and that the title thereof bo' as afc^^aid* 

Oifdertdy That the Secretary request the* cpncurrence of? the House of 
Representatives themin. ! 

The.Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
foltowitig bills : 

S. 4i Bill to confirm tbei survey and iooation of claims for lands^ in tho^ > 
State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river and south of 3l8t degree of < i 
north latitude; i 

S. 38. Hill to consolidate and ame^d the acts in relation to the pensions 
of tbewidows and orphans of naval officers, seamen, and marines ; i 

S. 31. Bill declaring^ the assent of Congress to the State of Illinois to - 
impose a. tax upMi all lands hereafter sold by the United States in thats ^ 
State, from and after the time of such sale ; / 

S. \A. Bill providing ^or the appointment and regula^ng the pay of en- 
gineers and assistant etigineeri» in the reven<ie service; and no ameniknem i 
being made, they were sevarally reported to the Senate. _ 

Otdertdy That they be engrossed, and read a third fime^ 

The S«aate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the* Whole, the 
bill (S. 7) for the relief of M^rk Simpson, together with the anaend«ient»- 
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reported thereto ; and haring been amended, it was reported to the Sen- 
ate, and the amendment was concurred in. 
^ Ordered^ That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The following bills were read a second time, and considered as in Corhr 
mittee of the Whole : 

S. 48. Bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United Statet 
IB a certain Indian reservation in the State of Alabama ; 

S. 54. Bill granting a pension to George Whitten ; and no amendment 
being made, they were reported to the Senate. 

Ordered y That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned! 

TUESDAY, J ANUARV 7, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Seci-e- 
tary of War, made agreeably to law, exhibiting the names and compensa- 
tion of all persons employed in the servieeoft-he Indian department during 
the year 1844; which was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- i 
tary of War, made agreeably to law, exhibiting the names of clerks and 
other persons employed in that department during the year 1844, and the 
amount paid to each ; which was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Com^ 
missioner of the Public Buildings, made agreeably to law, showing the 
expenditures which have been made on account of the pubHc buildinga 
and public grounds during the year 1544; which was read, and, by 
unanimous oorisent, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Barrow presented a petition of Clifford & Garr and others, also a 
petition of the Western Marine and Fire Insurance Company and others, 
severally praying the erection of light-houses on Carysfort reef and Som* . 
brero reef, on the southwestern extremity of the coast of Florida; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Montgomery county, 
Pennsylvania, prayitig an amendment of the naturalization laws of the i 
United States; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Huger presented the petition of Francis Sumter, administrator of 
General Thomas Sumter, deceased, praying the reimbursement of advances 
itiade by the deceased during the revolutionary war; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Huger presented the petition of John Strohecker and others, praying 
the reimbursement of a sum paid for insurance on the schooner Enterprise, 
which vessel had been driven, in 1835, by stress of weather, into the port 
of Bermuda, and illegally detained by the authorities of that island; which 
was referred to the Committee ori Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Tappan presented a petition of citizens of Harrison county, Ohio, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Berrien presented a memorial of the Savannah Chamber of Com* 
merce, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and a uiodifiasition 6f 
the franking privilege ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Woodbury presented a memorial of R. E. Buchanan and others, citi- 
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zeDB of Alexandria, in the District of Coinmbia, praying an amendment of 
the char^ter of that town, to extend the right of suffrage ; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Woodbury presetitecj a petition of citizens of Wilmot, New Hamp- 
shire, praying rtiat the pensions of disabled soldiers in the last war with 
Great Britain may commence from the date of their disabilities ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Evans presented the memorial of Edward S. Osgood, praying tt) be 
released from a judgment obtained against him by the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Niles presented the petition of the Hartford and New Haven Rail- 
road Company, praying a remission of the duties on certain railroad iron ; ' 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Atchison presented a petition of citizenfe of Andrew county, Mis- 
souri, praying the establishment of a mail route ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ^ 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred the 
documents relating to the claim of Joseph Simmons, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. 69) for the relief of Joseph Simmons. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Ordered^ That the report be printed. 

Mr. Bagby, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 70) authorizing the' Solicitor of the Treasury to compromise and 
settle with the sureties of John H. Owen, late receiver of public moneys at 
St. Stephen's, Alabama ; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred td the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Bagby, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a ^ 
resolution (S. R. 7) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to 
be erected or to purchase a suitable building in the city of Mobile for a 
court house for the southern district of Alabama ; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The resolution was read the second time by unanimous consent. 

A message from the House of "Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk : ' 

Mr, President: The House of Representatives have passed a resolution 
(H. R. 61 ) in relation to the issuance of grants of certain lands in Lou- 
isiana ; in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed an enrolled 
resolution, I am directed to bring it to the Senate, for the signature of their 
President. 

The President pro tempore signed the enrolled resolution (S. R. 3) last 
reported to have been examined, and it was delivered to the committee, 
to be presented to the President of the United States. 

The resolution (H. R. 61 ) this day received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Niles, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
resolution (S. R. 8) for the admission of Texas into the Union as a State, 
on certain conditions, and for other purposes ; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and ordered to be printed, r 
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The following bais,liaving been reported by' the coriumHee correctly 
engrossed,. were read a third linae : 

S. 7. Bill for the relief of Mark SrrapsoH. 

S. 28. Bill to consolidate and amend the acts in relation to tbe pensions 
of the widows and orphans oi naval officers, seamen, and marines. 

S. SI. Bill dedaring the assent of Congress to the State of Illinois to > 
impose a tax upon all lands hereafter sold by the United States in that«/ 
State, from and after the time of i^uch sale. 

S. 44. Bill providing for the appointment and regulating the pay of en* : 
gineers and assistant engineers in the revenue service. 

S. 48. Bill! to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United Stsites 
in a certain Indian reservation in the State of Alabama. 

S. 54. Bill granting a pen^iein to George Whitten. 

S. 4. Bill to confirm the survey and location of claims for lands in the 
State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river and south of 31st degree of 
north latitude. 

Se$olvedy That the said bill$ pass, and that their respective titles be as 
aforesaid. - 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the Home of.: 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
r€jsolution (S. R. 4 ) for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain, & Company ; and no 
a^iiendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Orderedf That it be engfo^sed, and read; a third time* 

The following messages, received from the President of the United- 
States the 2d instant, were this day transferred; from the Executive to the- 
Legislative Journal, and ordered to be printed : 

To the Senate of the Untied. Slates : 

I transmit, herewith, a letter from the Secretary of State, accompanied , 
by a copy of a letter from Mr. Raymond, secretary of legation, and charge,, 
d'aflfaires ad interim of the Republip pf Texas, in answer to the Senate's 
resolution of the 1 6th December last, 

JOHN TYLER. , 

Washington, January 2, 1S45. v 

7 Q the Senate of the United States : 

In answer to your resolution of the 19th December last, I herewith ' 
transmit a letter from the Secretary of State and the accompanying docu- 
ments. 

JOHN TYLER. 

WashiwotoNj Jamtar^2f 1845. , 

After the consideration, of Eji;ecutiveibui^iness, ^ r 

The Senate.adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, Januai^y S, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report; of the Seci^e- r 
tary of War, made agreeably to law,. exhibiting the expenditures uwle ', 
from the appropriation for the conting<ent expenses of the, military estab- , 
lishment during the year 1844 ; which was read. ^ 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition of inhabitants of the parishes of As- 
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ioensio[ii and ibervllle, ia diiei S<Bte c^Loneritiana^it^ridllig u]^n atM^ 
lands emtoiced within the tract Isnown as the Haumas ckim, praying to 
be confinned in their titles to the^ame ; wrhich wad referred to the Com- 
mittee on the iudteiary. 

Mr. Atherton, presented the petition of Olive Niles^ widow of John Niles, 
a revolutionary soldier, praying a pension ; which was referred to the 
Coihmittee on Pensions. 

Mr. Athetton presented the petition of Susannah Knight, widow of Wii- 
liam (Knight, a deiffeasBd revolutionary soldier, praytog a pension ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of d^ttysburg, Pennsyl- 
^vania, praying a reduction of the rates of pc^tage and a restriction of the 
franking privilege; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. Miller presented a petition of citizens of the State of Maryland, 
praying that the bridges across the Eastern branch of the Potomac river 
may be made free of toll; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
the establishment of a Territorial Government in the Oregoii Territory ; 
which was referred to the Select Committee to whom was referred the bill 
to organize a Government for the Oregon Territory, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. Merrick presented the petition of Pranoes Pottenger, widow of a 
'deceased naval officer, praying a renewal of the pension heretofore allowed 
iher ; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Atchison presented the petition of Alexander King, executor of 
iieary King, deceased, praying to be allowed the arrears of pay due for 
the services of the deceased in the revolutionary war ; which ^ais referred 
10 the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Opderedj That tte memorial of A. P. Brittingham, on the files of the 
Senate, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
On motion by Mr. Jarnagin, 

t)rdtredj That John S. Russwurm have leave to withdraw his petifion 
and papers. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Reaohed, That the President of the United States be requested to cause 
to be communicated to the Senate copies of all the correspondence, evi- 
dence, and papers, on file in the State Department, in the case of the brig 
£reneral Armstrong against the Government of Portugal, and to communi- 
date to the Senate the causes which have retarded an adjustttient of fh6 
said claim, and of the proceedings still in progress to effect the object. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resohitidn for consideration : 
i Sesolmd, Tliat the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
and report whether or not the patents issued by order of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in favor of certain claimants under the Houma grant Were 
not issued without authonty of law, and in violation of the acts of Con- 
gress, and contrary to the decisions of the different Commissioners of the 
General Land Office, and of the written opinions cf other officers whose 
duties relate to the General Land Office, for the last thirty years; and into 
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tbe eifppe^ieney; of pa^Bg a law d^laringr th^ s&icl patents void, or of 
adopting suchx^ther course as may be necessary to protect the rights of thb 
different claimants, and to guard the intetests of the United States. 

Mr. Bayard presented the petition of Samuel S. Breese and other officers 
in the navy, praying that the spirit ration may be discontinued in the naval 
service; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented the memorial of Jeanette C. Hunt- 
ington, widow and sole executrix of William D. Cheever, deceased, pray- 
ing the payment of a liquidated balance on the books of the Treasury De- 
partment due her late husband for losses on Treasury notes ; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Choate, from the Committee on the Library, to whom was referred 
the resolution (S. R. 6) to authorize the Attorney General to contract for 
copies of a proposed edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States, 
reported it without amendment. > 

On motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of the documents relating to the claim of Mary Awi 
Morrice. 

. Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 66) relating to revenue cutters and steamers, reported it 
with amendments. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution (H. R. 47) to change the name of the brig " Daniel 
Webster" to " Adela," and the name of the schooner *^ Mary Francis'* to 
that of " IsabeUa,'V reported it without amendment, and that it ought not 
to pass. 

Mr. Foster of New York, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave 
to bring in a bill (S. 71) for the relief of the legal representatives of Wil- 
liam D. Cheever, deceased ; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Merrick, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 72) to provide for the transportation of the mail between the United 
States and foreign countries ; which was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent, referred to the Committee on the Post Office arid Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Merrick, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
joint resolution (S. R. 9) to regulate the making of contracts for the trans^ 
portation of the mails over railroads ; which was read the, first and 
second times by unanimous consent, referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Ashley, from the Committee on Military Affairs^ to whotn was re^ 
ferred the memorial of John Stockton, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The resolution (S. 4) for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain, & Company, hav- 
ing been reported by the cooimittee correctly engrossed, was ireadathird 
time. ' 

JResolvedy That it psiss, arid ^hat its title be as aforesaid. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representative^ therein^ 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideratiort 
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of the bill (S. IS) to establish the Smithsonian Institution fer tbe Inere^se 
and Difiusiou of Knowledge among Men ; and 
A motion having been made to amend the bill. 

On motion by Mr. Pearce, 
Ordered^ That the further consideration of the bill be postponed until 
to-morrow. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, January 9, 1845. 

Mr. Choate presented the petition of Charles G. Page, an examiner in 
the Patent Office, praying permission to take out a patent for his invention 
of a machine called the magneto -electric battery; which was referred to 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, 
praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States as a slaveholding territory ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Huntington presented a petition of citizens of the county of Litch- 
field, Connecticut, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United 
States, except upon the conditions therein set forth ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Huntmgton presented a petition of citizens of Litchfield county, Con- 
necticut, praying the abolition of the slave trade in the District of Colum- 
bia. 

A motion was made, that the petition be received ; and being objected 
.to. 

Ordered, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Miller presented the memorial of William A. Duer, in behalf of 
himself and the other heirs of William Alexander, Lord Stirling, praying 
compensation for the services, and remuneration for the sacrifices, of their 
ancestor in the revolutionary war ; which, with the papers on the files of 
the Senate, were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Archer presented two petitions of citizens of Madison county, New 
York, and ft petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an amendment 
of the naturalization laws of the United States ; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciar5% 

Mr. Woodbridge presented the memorial of Silas Meacham, praying 
that his improvement in the mode of lighting light-houses may be adopted 
by the Government ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Foster of New York presented the memorial of the Long Island 
Railroad Company, praying the remission of the duties on certain railroad 
iron ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 

Ordered, That the petition of citizens of New Hampshire, on the files of 
the Senate, in relation to the establishment of a mail route from Hillsbo- 
rough to Francestown, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. Buchanan, 
, Ordered^ That the memorial of the administrator of William A. Slacum, 
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On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Thotoats G. Pfeachy, on the^ 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary €he^ii8. 
On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 

Ordered, That Balie Peyton have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

Mr. Miller submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, find agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Public Buildings report to the 
Senate, at the opening of the next session of Congress, what particular 
streets, avenues, and public reservations, in the city of Washington, are, in 
his opinion, required by the public convenience to be improved, the extent 
of said improvement proper for each, and the cost of the same, respect- 
ively, by gravelling or pebble paving ; also, that he, at the same time, re- 
port to the Senate the amount received by the Government from the sale 
of lots in the city of Washington, the value of lots granted by Congress to 
literary or other institutions, and the amount expended by the Govern- 
ment in making streets and footways within said city. 
On motion by Mr. Pearce, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 
On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 6th 
instant, in relation to the construction of iron steamers for the revenue ser- 
vice, be printed. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Evans asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 73) to provide for the payment of the evidences of public debt in* 
certain cases ; which was read the first and second limes by unanimous 
consent, and, with the memorials on the subject on the files of the Senate, 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Johnson, relating to patents issued for a grant of land in Louisiana j 
and having been amended, on the motion of Mr. Dayton, it was agreed to, 
as follows : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
^nd report whether or not the patents issued by order of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in favor of certain claimants under the Houma grant were 
not issued without authority of law, and in violation of the acts of Con- 
gress, and contrary to the decisions of the different Commissioners of the 
General Land Ofl5ce, and of the written opinions of other officers whose 
duties relate to the General Land Office, for the last thirty years; and into 
the expediency of passing a law declaring the said patents void, or of 
adopting such other course as may be necessary to protect the rights of the 
different claimants, and to guard the interests of the United States ; pro- 
vided that said committee, upon the investigation thereof, shall think Con- 
gress has the legal right to interfere therewith in the manner specified, 
and shall deem it expedient to do so. 

Mr. Jarnagin, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in fit 
bill (S. 74) for the relief of John S. Russwurm, heir and legal representative 
of William Russwurm, deceased; which w?s read the first and second 
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tiktiett by unanimous consent, and, ^th the ^icdompanyingf papers, refetred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Merrick, 
Ordered, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads be dis- 
iiharged from the farther consideration of the petition of the legal repre- 
sentatives of George Mayo, deceased. 

The Senate resumed /as in Committee of the Whole, the consideratibh of 

tfie bill (S. 18) in relation to the establishment of the Smithsonian Institution 

for the Increase and Diffusion of Knowledge among M^n ; and having 

been amended, and further amendments being proposed, 

On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 

Ordetedy That the bill be recommitted to the Committee on ihh Library. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, January 13, 1845. t 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary Of the Treasury, communicating the information required by a resolu- 
tion of the Senate respecting the claim to land in the State of Louisiana 
called the " Houma claim ;*' which was read, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, made agreeably to law, showing the changes and modifica- 
tions in the commercial systems of other nations, by treaties, duties on im- 
ports and exports, and other regulations, which have come to the knowledge 
of the department since the date of the last annual report; which was 
read, and ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of War, made agreeably to law, showing what contracts have been 
made under the authority of that department during the year 1844; which 
was read. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Brandon, Vermont, and 
a petition of citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying an 
amendment of the naturalization laws of the United States ; which wer6 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee presented the petition of James Arnold, a sol- 
dier in the last war between the United States and Great Britain, praying 
a pension ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Dickinson presented the memorial of the heirs of Thomas Delano, 
deceased, praying indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800 ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Woodbridge presented a petition of citizens of Cass county, Michi- 
gan, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and an abridgment of the 
franking'privilege ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Sevier presented a petition of citizens of Arkansas and Louisiana, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from Eldorado, in Arkansas, to 
Parmersville, in Louisiana ; which was referred to the Committee on tht 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

' Mr. Bates presented a petition of citizens of Newton, Massachusetts, 
praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States as a slaveholding territory ; which Was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 
6 
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Mx. Bates presfented a petition of citizens of Ipswich, Massachusetts^ 
praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Cor 
lumbia and Territories of the United States, and of the slave trade between 
the several States of the Union. 

A motion was made, that the petition be received; and being objeot*- 
ed to, 

Ordered, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of citizens of the State of New York^ 
praying that Tegjcas may not be annexed to the United States; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Morehead presented the petition of Cadwallader Wallace, praying 
compensattion for certain lands of which he was deprived by the treaty of 
Greenville ; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Comfort Drew, widow of Noah 
Smith, a deceased revolutionary soldier, praying a pension ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Allen presented the petition of Frefferick Roach, administrator of 
William D. Clayton, deceased, late a private of dragoons, praying an ad- 
ditional allowance of his pay ; which was referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Allen presented a petition of James Whitbeck and others, members 
of the bar of Huron county, in the State of Ohio, praying the establish- 
ment of an additional judicial district in that Slate ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Allen presented the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Zanes- 
ville, Ohio, in favor of the occupation of the Oregon Territory and the im- 
mediate annexation of Texas to the United States ; which were referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Washita county, Arkansas, 
praying the establishment of a land office at Camden, in that State; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Washita county, Arkansas, 
praying an appropriation of money or grant of public lands for improving 
the navigation of the Washita river ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. Atchison submitted additional documents in relation to the petition 
of the Qxecutor of Henry King; which were referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. Atchison, 

Ordered^ That the petition of J. Throckmorton, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On ntiotion by Mr. Buchanan, 

Ordered^ That the petition of Eliza M. Cloud, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. Fairfield, 

Ordered J That Peter Frost have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 

Ordered, That Peter Von Schmidt have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ordered^ That the heirs of Robert Moore have leave to withdraw from 
iba files of the Senate the documents relating to their claim. 
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Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedy That the Committee on Pensions inquire into the expiediepcy 
of granting a pension to Nicholas Jacob. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted a document in relation to thfe claim of Nicho- 
las Jacob to a pension; which was referred- to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. Atchison submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

SesolvedfM^hat an act of the Britislj Parliament, passed in the forty-third 
year of the reign of George the Third, entitled " An act for extending the 
jurisdiction of the courts of justice in the provinces of Lower and Upper 
Canada to the trial and punishment of persons guilty of crimes and of- 
fences within certain parts of North America adjoining to the said prov- 
inces;'' also, an act of said Parliament entitled *^ An act for regulating the 
fur trade and establishing a criminal and civil jurisdiction within certain 
parts of North America,'* and all other acts or parte of acts of said Par- 
liament which relate to the extension of British jurisdiction over the coun- 
try west of the Rocky mountains, or acts of the local Government of Can- 
ada, relating to the same subject, be printed for the use|[)f the Senate. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of passing an act further to regulate the costs and fees 
accruing in suits and prosecutions in the district and circuit courts of the 
United States. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolvedy That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to lay before 
the Senate a schedule of the articles in table E,* annexed to his annual re- 
port at this session, with the rates ad valorem to which the duty on them 
amounted that was actually paid by the importers. 
On motion by Mr. Bates, 

Orderedy That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (S. 67) for the relief of Hugh Wallace Worm- 
ley; and that it be referred to the Committee on Naval Afifoirs. 
On motion by Mr. Bates, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Joseph Veazie. 
On motion by Mr. Atherton, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Olive Niles, widow of a deceased rev- 
olutionary soldier, and from the further consideration of the petition of 
Susannah Knight. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Catharine Leavitt, submitted an adverse report ; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the' 
petition of Mary Carletou, submitted an adverse report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the CbnMnittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jacob Fowler, submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Bates^from the Committee on Pensions, to whoni was referred vhft. 
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pfttition of a number of citiasens of Penhsylvania/praying that pensioftis 
maybe granted to certain persons, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Colunibia, to whom 
the subject was referred, reported a bill (S. 75) to provide a free bridge 
across the Eastern branch of the river Potomac, in the city of Washington; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Miller also submitted a report on the subject ; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 64) to repeal '< An act for the better organization of the dia- 
triol court of the United States within the State of Louisiana, and for 
other purposes,'^ reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the resolution (S. 9) to regulate the making of con- 
tracts for the transportation of the mails over railroads, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 68) allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise ex- 
ported in the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico, 
reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, by unanimous consent, asked and obtained 
kave to bring in a resolutioa ( S. 10) declaring the teriBs on which Con- 
gress will admit Texas into the Union as a State ; which was read the first 
and second times by unanimons consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. ' 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Bayard asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 76) providing for the establishment of a naval school ; which was 
read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McNulty, their 
Clerk r 

Mr. Presideni : The House of Representatives have passed the follow-* 
ing bill and joint resolutions, in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate : 

H. R. 505. An act to change the boundary of the Red river land district, 
in the State of Arkansas. 

H. R. 63. Resolution authorizing the Postmaster General of the United 
States to contract with railroad companies in certain cases without adver- 
timng for proposals therefor. 

H. R. 64. Resolution concerning the relative rank of certain officers in 
the navy of the United States. 

The resolutions this day received from the House of Representatives 
were read the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

Ordered y That the resolution numbered H. R. 63 be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and that the resolution 
numbered H. R. 64 be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill, from the House of Representatives, (H. R. 505,) to change the 
boundary of the Red river land district, was read the first and second times 
by unanimous consent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
On motion by Mr. Ashley, 

Ordered, That it He on the table. 
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t%6 Senate resuodiBd, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 27) for the relief of Miles King and his assigns. 

On motion, by Mr. Haywood, to amend the bill by striking out, section 
1, line 4, the words "settle the,'^ and, in lieu thereof, insertirjg " ex&tfiine 
and report to Congress, at the next session, what is justly due on" — 

C Yeas 17 

It was determined in the negative, \^ ^ ' ' ' ' ' * * ' 

On motion by Mr, Haywood, 

The yeas arid nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the aflBrmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Colquitt, 
Dickinson, Fairfield, Haywood, Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Stitrgeon, 
Tappan, Woodbtiry. • 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Hannegan, Huntington, Johnson, Man- 
gum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Rives, Simmons,. Upham, Woodbridge. 

No amendment being made, the bill was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be etigrossed, and read a third time. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, January 14, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made agreeably to law, exhibiting the articles of 
merchandise the duty on which, during the year 1844, exceeded thirty-five 
per centum on the average wholesale market value of said articles; which 
was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
accompanied by a statement of the receipts into the^Treasury and of the 
expenditures therefrom during the months of November and December, 
1844 ; which was read, and,b;^ unanimous consent, prdered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of War, made agreeably to law, showing the expenses of the national 
armories, and the arms manufactured therein, for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1844 ; which was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, made agreeably to law, showing the clerks, messengers, and 
other persons, employed in the Department of State during the year 1844, 
and the sum paid to each ; which was read. 

Mr. Phelps presented i petition of inhabitants of Cornwall, Vermont, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas or of any new State where 
slavery exists to the United States ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Bates presented the petition of Nathaniel Goddard and others, 
owners of the ship Ariadne and cargo, captured by a United States vessel 
during the last war with Great Britain, and condemned, praying the remis* 
sion of that portion of the forfeiture which appertained to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Hannegan presented the petition of the l\eirs and representatives 
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of Nathaniel Ashley, deceased, an officer in the revolntionary war, pray- 
ing to be allowed his commutation pay ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on He vol ntionary Claims. 

Mr. Tappan presented a preamble and resolution, passed by th6 Legis- 
lature of the State of Ohio, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure 
the passage of an act confirming the State of Ohio, and certain grantees 
under her, in their titles to certain town lots in the town of Perrysburg, in 
that Sjate ; which were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Niles presented the petition of John Russell, praying that the pro- 
visions of the act of Congress granting bounty land to the officers and sol- 
diers of the revolutionary war may be extended to the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of those who died before the expiration of their terms of service, 
in consequence of sickness or wounds contracted or received while in the 
performance of duty ; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Porter submitted the following resdution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved J That the Secretary of the Senate procure twelve hundred 
additional copies of the report of J. N. Nicollet, which was ordered to be 
printed on the 16th February, 1841 ; and, also, that he cause to be printed, 
from the copperplate belonging to the Senate, the same number of copies 
of the map of the hydrographical basin of the upper Mississippi river ac- 
companying the said report ; two hundred copies of which said repcXrt and 
map to be for the use of the Topograhphical bureau, under whose direc- 
tion they were prepared. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consenf, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency authorizing and requiring the judge of the district 
court of the United States for the district of Arkansas to hold two terms of 
the said court in eacfc year at Van Buren, in Crawford county, in said 
State; and also of extending the jurisdiction of said court over the adja- 
cent Indian lands, in all cases. 

Mr. Merrick submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedj That the Postmaster General be requested to communicate to 
the Senate any information in his possession relative to the establishment 
of a private express now running between New York and New Orleans, 
for the transportation of mailable matter; and whether, under the exist- 
ing laws, the Post Office Department have the power bf correcting this 
evil; and[ if no authority for the correction of said evil now exists, that he 
further communicate to the Senate his views as to the proper legislative 
proceedings to be made upon the subject. 
On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered, That the Conmiittee on the Judiciary be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill (S. 65) for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 
On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That the bill (S. 65) for the relief of Joseph Ramsey be refer- 
red to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill (S. 77) 
authorizing the appointment of assistant surgeons and a^isistant pursers in 
//fe navy; which ivas read, and passed to the second reading. 
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Mr. Crittenden, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to Wh6m was 
referred the biil (S. 60) for the organization of a company of sappers, 
miners, and pontoniers, reported it without amendment. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Johnson asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 78) supplementary to "An act to authorize the Secretary of State 
to liquidate certain claims therein mentioned,'^ passed 18th of April, 1814 ; 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Miller asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 79) for the relief of John Woolley ; which was read the first and 
second times by unanirQous consent^ and, with the accompanying docu-* 
ments, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Miller asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 80) to incorporate the Orphan Asylum and Female Free School of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia ; which was read the first and sec- 
ond times by unaniinous consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Tappan asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
resolution (S. 11) for distributing the work on the exploring expedition; 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Pickinson asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 81) to provide for appeals in cases of bankruptcy ; which was . 
read the first and second .times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Woodbury asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 82) for the relief of David Currier; which was read the first 
and second limes by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs on the memorial of John Stockton ; and. 
On motion by Mr. Woodbridge, 

Orderedy That it be recommitted to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Johnson, relating to the costs and fees accruing in equity and prose- 
cutions in the district and circuit courts of the United States ; and the reso- 
lution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Woodbury, relating to a schedule of articles referred to in the an- 
nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and the ad valorem duties 
paid by the importers thereon ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The bill (S.27) for the relief of Miles King and his assigns, having been 
reported by the committee, correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 

Resolvedj That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 40) renewing certain naval pensions for the term of five 
years was read the second time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and having been amended, it was reported to the Senate; and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

On the questioii, " Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time V^ 

C Yeas 31 

It was determined in the affirmative, \ jj™ * ' ' * * ' ^i* 
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Oa moticm by Mr. Haywood, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators presuit. 

Those who voted in the affirnaative, are, 

Messrs. Atchiison, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Budianan, 
Choate, Dickinson, Evans, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Foster of Ten- 
nessee, Francis, Hannegan, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Siinm<wis, 
Sturgeon, Upham, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Breese, Clayton, Haywood, Hender- 
son, Mangpm, Semple, Sevier, Tappan, Woodbury. 

So it was 

OrU^redy That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Haywood asked and obtained leave (o bring m 
a bill (S. 83} to provide for the annexation of Texas to the United States, 
and to restore the ancient limits of the Republic; wbid) was read ihe ftrat 
and second times by unanimous consent, referred to the Committee on For« 
eign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, January 1.5, 1846. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre^ 
tary of the Treasury, communicating, in compliance with a resolution oi 
the Senate, information of the condition of the custom-house at New Or- 
leans, and of the title of the United States to the ground whereon it stand^f 
which was read. ,4, 

Mr. Woodbury presented the memorial of Benjamin B. Swasey, praying 
the erection of a breakwater in the harbor of Marblehead, Massachusetts; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Fairfield presented a petition of ship owners, ship masters, mer- 
chants, and others, citizens of Saco and Biddeford, in the State of Maine, 
praying an appropriation for repairing the piers in the Saco river; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Barrow presented a memorial of surgeons and assistant surgeons in 
the navy, praying that the medical officers of the navy may be entitled to 
tfie same relative rank as the surgeons and assistant surg^pns of the army; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. • 

Mr. payton presented a. petition of citizens of Philadelphia, .Pei^iisyl- 
vinia, praying the rejection pf all propositions for the annexation of Texa* 
to the United States as a slaveholding country ; which vvas referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Arkansas and Misspi^ri, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from Pocahontas, in Arkansas, 
to Eleven Points, in Missouri ; which was referred to the Committee or 
the Post Oflice and Post Roads. 

Mr. Merrick^resented a petitioi^ of citizens of Bradford county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and a restriction of 
the franking privilege ; which was ordered to lie on the table. *^ 

.Mr. Merrick presented a petition of citizens of Adams county, Pennsyl- 
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TAQia, pmyiiig a reduotioQ of tbe rates of postage ; which was or^red to 
lie on the laHe. 

Mr. M^f rick submitted a communication from Richard White and others, 
assistant messengers in the Post Office Department, in relation to an in- 
crease of compensation ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Ht* Merrick presented the petition of David Little, principal messenger 
in the Patent Office, praying compensation for extra services ; which was 
referred to the Coiumittee of Claims. 

Mr. Bwchanait presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
an apsendmentto the imtiiralization laws of the United States ; which was 
referred to the Comoiittee on the Judiciary. ^ 

Mr. Buchanan present^ a petition of citizens of Adams county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying a redaction of the rates of postage; which: was ordered 
to lie on the tables 

Mr. Allen presented a petition of citizens of Ohio, praying the adoption 
of measures for the occupation and settlement of the Oregon Territory ; 
which was referred the Select Committee to whom was referred the bill to 
organisie a Government for the Oregon Territory, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Sevier presented the petition of Lorenzo N. Clarke, praying com- 
peasation for looses under a contract for supplying rations to the Creek In- 
dians on the route from Rockroe to Fort Gibson; whicR was referred to, 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mt. Wox)dbridge presented a memorial of masters of vessels trading be- 
tween Buffalo, New York, and Chicago, Illinois, praying appropriations 
for the construction of light-houses at Chicago and St. Joseph, a break- 
water at Michigan City, Indiana, and a beacon-light at Southport, Wiscon- 
sin Territory ; for improving the Manitoowoc and Grand rivers^ for es- 
tablishing permanent lights near the straits of Mackinac, for erecting a 
Hghtrhoiise at Wagooshance, for erecting a light-house on Point La Barque, , 
for removing obstructions at the mouth of the St. Clair river, and for erect- 
ing a light-house at the entrance of Monroe harbor ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

;Mr^ Rives presented the memorial of John B. Randolph, a passed mid- 
shipman in the navy, praying compensation for the performance of duties 
appertaining to officers of a higher grade ; which was referred to the Com- 
naiMsee on Jilaval Affairs. 

Mr. Bagby presented the memorial of Catlin, Peoples^ & Company, 
praying indemnity for depredations committed by a party of hostile In- 
diatis on their property Jqi the year 1836 ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr, Bagby presented the petition of James Walker, John Kinkle, and 
William T. Caruthers, praying compensation for losses sustained in the 
execution of their contract for carrying the mail ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
On motion by Mr- Sftiiier, 

Ordered9 That the documents on the files of the Senate relating to the 
clisim of George Duval be referred to the Committee on Indian Aflairs. 

Mr. i^vier submitted the following resolution^ which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Rksolved) That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire^ 

• 3 
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into the expediency of providing by law for the settlenient and adjustment 
of the accounts of Lorenzo N. Clarke against the United States. 

Mr. Sevier submitted documents^ relating to the claim of Lorenzo N. 
Clarke; which were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. Bayard, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from' the 
further consideration of the petitions of EUza M. Cloud and Frances Pot- 
tinger. 

On motion by Mr. Foster of New York, 
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Gregory Thomas and othei^, and 
that tl^ memorialists have leave to withdraw their memorial and papws. 
On motion by Mr. Crittenden, i 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be discharged from 
the further considetatioii of the petition of the administrator of William D. 
Clayton. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 72) to provide for the transportation of the 
mail between the United States and foreign countries, reported it with 
amendments; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Merrick, frpm the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the resolution (H. R. 63) authorizing the Postmaster 
General of the United States to contract with railroad companies in cer* 
tain cases without advertising for proposals therefor, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 73) to provide for the payment of the evidences of public debt In 
certain cases, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom the memorials of 
certain railroad companies were referred, reported a bill (S. 84) for the re- 
lief of the State of Michigan and of certain railroad companies; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
petition of Lewin Wethered, submitted an adverse report ; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. Atherton, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Nathaniel Phillips, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr, Breese, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 51) to extend the National road to the city of Alton, on 
the Mississippi river, reported it without amendment. Mr. Breese also 
submitted a report on the subject ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Niles, from the Committee on .the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the petition of J. F. Caldwell, reported a resolution--- 
" That the prayer of the petitioner ought not4o be granted.*' 
Mr. Breese, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 85) authorizing persons to whom reservations of land have been 
made under Indian treaties to alienate the same in fee; which was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. ' 
The bill (S. 40) renewing certain naval pensions for the term of five 
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years^ having been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was 
read a third time. 

Sesolvedf Thait tins bill pass^and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary recjuest the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill (S. 21) in- 
<>reasing the pay of certain officers of revenue cutters while serving in the 
navy of the United States, together with the amendments reported thereto; 
and having been amejided, it was reported to the Senate; and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

On the question, *^ Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third timp ?'* 

It was determined in the negative, ^]^®*g' * ' ' * ' ' * H' 

On motion by Mr. Buchanan, 

The yeas and nays beiug desii^ed by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Glioate, Evans, Foster of New York, 
Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, 
Rives, Woodbridge, Woodbury. 

Those who votfed in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, 
Foster of Tennessee, Hannegan, Henderson, Huger, Miller, Niles, Sevier, 
Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 37) for the relief of Asa Andrews ; and no amendment being 
made, it was reported to the Senate. 

On the question, " Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time ?" 

C Yeas 24 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ xt ' ' t r 

' ^JNays, ^ ..... 15. 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Huger, Huntington, John- 
son. Mangum, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Upham, 
Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Dick- 
inson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Merrick, Niles, Sevier, Tappan, 
Woodbury. 

So it was 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 17) for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of Fulton county, State of 
Illinois ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill ( S. 49) for the relief of the heirs of William Fisher was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and having 
been amended, it was reported to the Senate ; and the amendment was 
concurred in. 
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Ordered^ That thu^ bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 24) confirming and assenting to an act of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, entitled ^^ An act further to amend the act incorporating the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal Company ;'' and having been amended, it was re- 
ported to the Senate; and the anSendments were concurred in. 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, chief 
assistant clerk : 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed tlie follow- 
ing bills : 

H. R. 520. An act to authorize the sale of two Arabian horses received 
as a present by the consul of the United States at Zanzibar, from the Imaum 
of Muscat ; 

H. R. 521. An act to correct a clerical error in the act supplementary to 
the act to regulate arrests on mesne process in the District of Columbia, 
eind to amend the title thereof; in which bills they request the concur- 
jrence of the Senate* 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, January 16, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Post- 
master General, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, re- 
lating to the operation of the British post office system, and the effect of 
the reduced postage on the revenues of the post office; which was read, 
and, by unanimous consent, ordered to be printed. ' 
On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

Orderedy That fifteen hundred copies, in addition to the usual number, 
be printed for the use of the Senate, and one thousand copies for the use 
of the Post Office Dopartment. 

On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered^ That the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on th^ sub- 
ject of the custom-house at New Orleans, with the accompanying plat, be 
printed; and that the report bp referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Sevier presented the pefition of Samuel Norris and others, sureties 
of Laban C. Howell, late receiver of public money at Johnson Court 
House, in Arkansas, praying to be released from a judgment obtained 
against them on account of the defalcation of their principal ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Sevier su"bmitted a communication from G. W. Patrick, in relation 
to the establishment of a mail route from Clarksville to CarroUton, in the 
State of Arkansas ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. Fairfield submitted an additional document in relation to the claim 
of Byron M. Darling and others ; which, with their petition on the filesf 
of the Senate, was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Merrick presented the memorial of Eli Davis and James Dodds, 
watchmen in the Post Office Department, praying an increase of compen- 
sation ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 
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Mr, Tappan, from the Committee on the library, to whom was recom- 
mitted the bill (S. 18) to establish the Smitbsoijiian Institution for the In- 
crease and Diffusion of Knowledge among Men, reported it with an amend- 
ment ; which was ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. Choate, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Library be discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the publisher of Elliott's Debates to add to his work Mr. Mad- 
ison's Report of the Debates of the Convention of 1787. 

Mr. Atchison,from the Select Committee, to whom was referred th^ bill 
(S. 45) to organize a Government for the Oregon Territory, and for other 
porposeis, reported it with kmendmenls. 

Mr. Evans, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 86) granting a pension to Joseph Morrison ; which was read the 
fiiNst and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. Niles, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 11) relating to the appointment of the assistants 
to the Postmaster General of the United States, reported it With amend- 
ments^ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads on the petition of J. F. Caldvirell; 
and, ♦ 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- ^ 
tary of War, accompanied by the annual report of the Commissioner of* 
Pensions, showing the claims which have been rejected during the year 
1844 ; which was read. 

On motion, that the report be printed, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Sec- 
retary of State, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, show- 
ing the number of persons who have annually arrived in the United States 
from foreign countries for the last eight years, and containing information 
concerning foreign emigrants; which was road, and, by unanimous con* 
sent, ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of State, showing the passengers who arrived in the port of New Or- 
leans during the first quarter of the year 1844 ; which was read, and, by 
unanimous consent, ordered to be printed. 

The following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, were read a Xhird time : 

S. 17. Bill for the relief of William Elliot, jr., of Fulton county, State of 
Illinois. 

S. 24. Bill confirming and assenting to an act of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia entitled " An act further to amend the act incorporating the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal Company." 

S. 37. Bill for the relief of Asa Andrews. 

S. 49. Bill for the relief of the heirs of William Fisher. 

Resolved, That the said bills pass, and that their respective titles be as 
aforesaid. 



94 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. {_Jan. 201 

Order edy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (H. R. 520) to authorize the sale of two Arabian horses re-, 
ceived as a present by the consul of the United States at Zanzibar, from 
the Imaum of Muscat, was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent. 

Ordered J That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relation?* 

The bill (H. R. 521) to correct a clerical error in the act supplementary 
to an act to regulate arrests on mesne process in the District of Columbia^ 
and to amend the title thereof, was read the first and second times by 
unanimous consent. 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Committee on the District of Co* 
lumbia. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the, 
revenues of the Post Office Departnient; and an amendment being pro- 
posed by Mr. Niles, ^ 
On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

Ordered^ That thie further consideration of the bill be postponed to and 
be the order of the day for Monday next, and that the proposed amend- 
ment be printed. 

The Senate proceeded ID consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 

bill (H. R. 432) to establish a uniform time for holding elections for electors' 

of President and Vice President in all the States of the Union, together 

with the amendment reported thereto ; and having been amended, the 

^bill was reported to the Senate, and the amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the amendment be engrossed, and the bill read a third, 
time. 

The amendment to the said bill having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with an amendment. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendment. 

The bill (S. 62) for the reli^ of Asahel Brainard was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no amendmenft^ 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 
On motion "by Mr. Henderson, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, January 20, 1845. ' 

Mr. Evans submitted the credentials of the honorable John !Fairfield, 
elected a Senator by the Legislature of the State of Maine for the period 
of six years, commencing with the 4th day of March, in the year 1845; 
which were read. 

Mr. Benton presented resolutions, passed by the General Assembly o( 
the State of Missouri, in favor of the annexation of Texas to the United 
States at the earliest practicable period; expressing the opinion of the Gen- 
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era! Assembly tfa^t a ikiajarity of the people of Missouri prefer that Texas 
should be annexed without dividing her territory into slaveholding and 
non-siaveholding States, and instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives of that State in Congress to use their best exertions in ba-^ 
half of the annexation of Texas to the United States, in conformity with 
the wishes of the people of Missouri, as expressed in the resolutions. 

The resolutions were read. 

Ordered f That they be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and printed. 

Mr. Walker presented the petition of Thomas B. Winston, praying to 
be released from a judgment obtained against him by the United States ; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Berrien presented the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of 
the city of Savannah, praying that the custom-house, and the ground on 
which it stands,' in that city, may be disposed of by the Government, and 
that the proceeds be applied towards the construction of a new and more 
commodious building; which was referred to the Committee on Com* 
merce. 

Mr. Berrien presented the petition of Calvin Emnaons, praying an ex- 
tension of the term of his patent for an improvement in the threshing ma- 
chine; which was referred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 

Mr. Evans presented a petition of citizens of Windham, Maine, praying 
the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States as a slaveholding territory ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an 
amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States ; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Upham presented a petition of citizens of the county of Caledonia, 
Vermont, praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of 
Texas to-the United States as a slaveholding territory ; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Bayard presented a memorial of the pursers in the navy, praying 
that a relative rank may be assigned to them, according to the length of 
Ume they may have been in the service ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Choatti presented a petition of citizens of Middlesex county, Mas* 
sachusetts, praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States as a slaveholding territory ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the memorial of William Fuller and Orlando 
Saltmarsb, praying compensation for their services in carrying the mail; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Philadelphia county, 
Pennsylvania, praying an amendment to the naturahzation laws of the 
United States ; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of HoUidaysburg, in 
Pennsylvania, praying the erection of a national foundry at that place ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Pearcc presented the petition of J* Melville Gilliss, an officer in the 
navy, praying compensation for scientific duties performed by him in con- 
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mxibn with the ezf^loring expedition; whieh was referred to the C6mmit^ 
tee on Naval Afiairs. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
a reduction of the rates of postage 5 which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. Allen presented a petition of citizens of Ohio, praying the adoptioti 
of measures for the occupation and settlement of the Oregon Territory ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Allen, that it be printed, 

Ordered^ That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Porter presented two petitions of citizens of Bedford, Ohio, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas to the United States ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
On motiofa by Mr. Jarnagin, 

Orderedj That the petition of John Cocke, on the files of the' Senate, be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Foster of New York submitted documents in relation to the daim of 
Harvey & Slagg, merchants of New York, to an allowance of drawback 
on certain goods which have been re-exported. 

Ordered f That they be^ referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr< Crittenden submitted the ibllowing resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved J That the Committee on the Library fee instructed to inquire 
into ilie expediency and propriety of employing Luigi Persico to execute, 
for the United States, an equestrian statue in bronze of George Wash- 
ington. 

On motion by Mr. Foster of Tennessee, 

Ordered f That the Committee of Claims be discharged from the further 
consideration of documents relating to the claim of Albome Allen, 
On motion by Mr. Atherton, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the con- 
sideration of the petition of John Carlow, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. . 

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red a memorial of the Chickasaw nation, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill (S. 87) to enable the Chickasaw nation to try the validity of their 
claims in the courts of the United States. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Christopher Taylor, submitted ah 
adverse report ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heir of Albert A. MuUer, submitted an ad- 
verse report ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the heirs of James Bell, reported a bill (S. 88) 
for the relief of the legal representatives of James Bell, deceased ; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading, 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 74) for the relief of John S. RusswCkrm, heir and 
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legal represedtative of William Rctssiw-urm, d«ceas^, reported it without 
amendment. . 

Orrfererf, That the accompanying report be printed. 

Mr* Woodbridge, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Noah Miller, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
(S. 89) for the>relief of Noah Miller, of Lincolnvilie, in the State of Maine. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Or^fererf, That the report be printed. 

Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Coiunibia, to whom 
was referred the bill(S. 80) to incorporate the Orphan Asylum and Female 
Free School of Alexandria, reported it with an amendment. - 

Mr.Bagby, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 90) for the relief of John Hollinger ; which was read the first a^ 
second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Co^imittee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill (S; 91) 
to amend the act entitled "An act to provide for the enlistment of boys 
for the naval service, and to extend the term of enlistment of seamen ;^* 
which Was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 521) to correct a clerical error in the act sup- 
plementary to aft act to regulate arrests on mesne process^ in the District of 
Cohtmbia, and to amend the title thereof, reported it with an amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 52lXlast mentioned, with the amendment reported thereto ; and 
hai^itig been amended, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That the amendment be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The amendment to the said bill having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time as amended. 

Besolved, That this bill pass, with an amendment. ^ 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendment. 

Mr. Foster of Tennes^e, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was 
referred the bill (S, 71) for the relief of the legal representatives of WiBiam 
D. Cheever, deceased, reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee oh Pen- 
sions on the petition of Mary Carieton ; and, in concurrence therewith. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petiiioti of Catharine Leavitt ; and, in concurrence there witli,' 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petition of Jacob Fowler ; and, iti concurrence therewith. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Fi- 
nance on the petition of Lewin Wethered ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition Ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee oi;^ Pen- 
sions oo^the petition of James A, Grant and others; and, in concurrence 
therewith, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 
7 
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The bill (S. 62) for the relief of Asahel Brain^d> ha^ing^ been repotted 
by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third tin^e. 

Resdlved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordertdj That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. B. B. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in the amendment 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 433 ) to establish a uniform time for hold- 
ing elections for electors of President and Vice President in all the States 
of the Union. 

Mr. Dickinson reported, from the committee, that they had examined 
and found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. 432) to establish a uniform time 
for holding elections for elector? of President and Vice ipresident in all the 
States of the Union. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 29) to refund an ascertained balance due Massachusetts ; and no 
amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

On the question, ^ Shall this bill be e^igrossed, and read a third time ?*' 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^^^^' / * V * * • ^^\ 

On motion by Mr. Allen, *^ 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present,^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Henderson, Hiig^, 
Huntington^ Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead,Pearce, Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Uphara, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 6agby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Hannegan, Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury. 

So it was . 

Ordered J That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The following bills were severally read a second time^ and considered is 
in Conimittee of the Whole : 

S. 55. Bill making compensation to pension agents ; 

S. 57. Bill for the relief of William C. Easton ; 

S. 58. Bill for the relief of Thomas Smith ; 

S. 59. Bill for the relief of Mary A. E, Zahtzinger, widow of Major 
Richard A, Zantzinger, deceased ; and no amendment being made, they 
were severally reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in. Committee of the Whole, t^e 
bill (S. 52) for the relief of Joshua Shaw ; and having been amended by 
filling the blank with "twenty five thousand dollars," it was reported to 
the Senate^ and the amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed, and read a third tinie. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 2) for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the §tates of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; and no amendment being made, it was re- 
ported to the Senate. 
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Ofderedf That it be engrossedy and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
following bills : 

S. 39. Bill to organize a new laud district in. the southern part of th« 
State of Arkansas ; 

S. 43. Bill to* regulate the appointments and promotions of officers in th^ 
United States revenue service ; and no amendment being made, they were 
severally reported to the Senate. , 

Ordered f That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 61) to authorize the making of permanent contracts for the trana^ 
- p<Mrtation of the United States mail upon railroads ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Buchanan, 

Orcfertfrf, That the further consideration thereof be postponed to and 
made the order of the day for Monday, the 3d of February next. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, January 21, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate the credentials of the 
honorable Daniel Sturgeon, chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the 
State of Pennsylvania lor the term of six years, commencing the 4th day 
of March, 1845 ; which were read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate the credentials of the 
honorable John M. Clayton, chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the 
State of Delaware for the term of six years, to commence the 4th day of 
March, 1845; which were read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Post- 
master Genersd, communicating, in obedience to a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, information concerning the establishment of a private express between 
New York and New Orleans ; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and, by unanimous consent, 
ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, made agreeably to a resolution olf the Senate, ex- 
hibiting the rates ad valorem of the specific duties upon articles specified 
hi the annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury; which was read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, exhibiting the persons who have applied for navy pen- 
sions during the year 1844, whose claims have been rejected ; which wa^ 
read. 

Mr. Breese presented a preamble and resolution, passed by the General 
Assembly of the State of Illinois, declaring the assent of that State to tb^ 
location and erection of a national armory at Massac, in said State, and 
ceding to the United States the land necessary for that object; which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Afiairs. 

Mr. Choate presented the memorial of the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, praying compensation for property relin- 
quished by their missionaries and teachers on the removal of the Cherokee 
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Indians from the State of Georgia under the treaty of 1835; which was re- 
Iferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Johnson presented the memorial of Maria Taylor and William ft, 
Taylor, praying the confirmation of their title to certain lands in the State 
of Louisiana; which was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Pearson Cogswell, late marshal 
of the United States for the district of New Hampshire, praying the pay- 
ment of a judgment rendered in his favor in a suit instituted against him 
by the United States ; which, with his petition atid papers on the filfes of 
the Senate, was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, " ^ 

Mr. Bagby submitted an additional document relating to the claim "of 
Hugh Wallace Wormley ; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. "* 

Mr. Atchison presented four petitions of citizens of Missouri, praying 
the establishment of a land office at Bloomington, and the discontinuance 
of the land offices in the districts of Fayette and Palmyra ; which were 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Upham presented a petition of citizens of Warren, Vermont, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texas to the United States ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Breese presented a preamble and resolutiorf, passed by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Illinois, instructing the Senators ^nd requesting the 
Representatives of that State in Congress to procure the passage of a law 
to authorize the relinquishment of the 1 6th sections in cases where the 
same are unfit for cultivation, and the selection of other lands in lieu 
thereof; which were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Benton presented a petition of citizens of Missouri, praying a re- 
duction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance of the franking 
privilege ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr, JBenton presented the petition of P. Prescott, interpreter for the In- 
dian agency at St. Feiex% praying an increase of compensation ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Pearce presented the petition of James H. Gale, who served as an ^ 
ensign in the army in the last war. with Great Britain, praying arrears of 
pension ; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Rives presented the petition of the heirs of Robert B. Carter, de*- 
ceased, and the petition of the representative of James Roddy, deceased, 
late partners in a contract for supplying provisions for the army during the 
last war with Great Britain, praying an equitable settlement of their ac- 
counts ; which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

Ordered^ That Benjamin Crawford have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

On motion by Mr. breese, . 

Ordered, That Silas Chatfield have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to inquire 
Dto the expediency of increasing the salary of the judge of the district 
ourt of the United States for the district of Illinois. 
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On mt^itn, by Mr. JarnAgin, that fifteen htttidred <^pie< of the riport^f 
the Postma^er General, eommunicated this day, concerning a private ex* 
press between New York and New Orleans, be printed for the use of the 
Senate^r- 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

Ordered, That the motion be referred to tbo Committee on Printing. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: . 

Mr. President : The Speaker of the House of Representatii^es havii^ 
signed an enrolled bill^ I am directed to bring it to the Senate, for the sig-* 
natnre of their President. 

The President signed the enrolled bill (H. R. 43£) last reported to hav^ 
been examined, and it was delivered to the committee, to be presented to 
the President of the United States. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom the docu- 
ments relating to the claims of Reuben E. Gentry and others were refer- 
red, reported a bill (S. 92) for their relief; which was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, 

Ordered, Thsii the report of the Committee on Indian Affairs of the 
House of Representatives in relation to the subject be printed. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the biM (S. 85) authorizing persons to whom reservations of land have 
been made under Indian treaties to alienate the same in fee, reported it 
without amendment. . , 

• Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom the docu- 
ments relating to the claim of George Duval were referred, reported a bill 
(8. 93) for the relief of the legal representatives of George Duval ; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, Who were instructed 
to inquire into the subject, reported a bill (S. 94) to authorize the courts 
of the United States to issue the writ of habeas corpus in cases not pro- 
vided for by law ; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, were read a third time : 

S. 39. Bill to organize a new land district in the southern part of the 
State of Arkansas. 

S. 43. Bill to regulate the appointments and promotions of officers in the 
United States revenue service. 

S. 55, Bill making compensation to pension agents. 

S. 57. Biirfor the relief of William C. Easton. 

S. 58. Bill for the relief of Thomas Smith. 

Resolved, That the said bills pass, and that their titles be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution submitted by 
Mr. Fairfield the 19th instant, in relation to the engraved metallic plates 
belonging to the Senate ; and an amendment having been proposed by Mr. 
Fairfield, 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, aa in Conunittee of the Whole, the 
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bi^ (S. 64) to repeal " An act for the better organization of the district 
court of the United States within the State of Louisiatia,and for other pur- 
poses," together with the amendments reported thereto ; and having been 
amended, the bill was reported to the Senate ; and the amendments were 
concurred in. ' 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. ^ 

\ The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 

of the bill (S. IS) to establish the Smithsonian Institution for the Increase 

and Diffusion of Knowledge among Men, together with the amendment 

reported thereto; and the amendment, having been amended, was agreed to« 

No further amendment being proposed, the bill was reported to the Sen- 
ate ; and the amendment was concurred in. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, January 22, 1645. 

Mr. Allen presented resolutions, passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Ohio, requesting the Senators and Representatives of that 
Sjtate in Congress to exert all the means in their power to bring to a speedy 
termination the pending negotiations relative to the title of the United 
States to the Oregon Territory, and to take such measures as they may 
deem necessary to secure American settlers in that Territory the protec- 
tion of their lives and property ; also, protesting against the surrender of 
any portion of territory to whicl> the United States have just claim or title. 

The resolutions were read, and ordered to Be printed. 

Mr. Allen presented a preamble and resolutions, passed by the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, in opposition to the annexation of Texas 
to the United States, and instructing the Senators and requesting the Rep- 
resentatives of that State in Congress to conform to the views of the Gen- 
eral Assembly on that subject; which were read, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Crittenden presented the memorial of the children and heirs of Harr 
naan Blennerhassett, praying indemnity for the destruction of property be- 
longing to the deceased, by militia in the service of the United States j, 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Rives presented tHe memorial of J. R. Bryan, administrator of Isaac 
Garretson, deceased, late a purser in the navy, praying an equitable allow- 
ance for office rent in the settJlement of his accounts; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Evans presented the petition of Ebenezer Storer, an officer in the 
revolutionary army, praying arrears of pension ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Phelps presented the memorial of Alden Partridge, principal of the 
American Literary, Scientific, and Military University, at Norwich, Ver- 
mont, praying permission to use a portion of the military equipments of 
the United States for objects connected with his institution ; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military'^Affairs. 

Mr. Phelps presented a memorial of citizens of Yates county. New York, 
praying the adoption of measures for the adjustment of international dis- 
putes without recourse to war. 
s Ordered, That it lie on the table. • 
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Mr. Huger presented the memorial of the citilBens^ city Council; and 
Chamber of Commerce, o£ the city of Charleston, South Carolina, praying 
the establisment in that city of a branch of the mint 6f the United States ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ord^edy That James W. Breediove have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

On motion by Mn Berrien, 
' Orderedy That the petition of Alfred Stewart, heir of Thomas Stewart, 
deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : - 

Resohedy That the Committee on Military Aflfairs be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of increasing the present military force in the 
State of Arkansas to an amount sufficient for the proper protection of the 
inhabitants of said State against the depredations of the Indian tribes 
within her limits ; also, into the expediency of completing the erection of 
Fort Wayne, on the western frontier of said State, or some other fort in 
lieu thereof, and the establishment therein of a sufficient military force; 
also, to inquire into the expediency of removing the troops now statiohed 
at Forts Gibson and To wson, military stations in the Indian country west 
of the State of Arkansas, to some poipts or stations within the limits of 
that State, from whence they may affijrd some protection to her citissens 
residing in the exposed and unprotected portions of the State. 

Mr. Huntington submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolvedy That the Postmaster General be directed to inform the Senate 
whether the amount of revenue of the Post Office Department, from post- 
ages, fines, and miscellaneous receipts, which accrued between the 4th of 
March, 1841, and the dOth of June, 1844, (exclusive of the sum of four 
hundred and ninety-seven thousand six hundred and fifty-seven dollars, or 
of any part thereof, appropriated by an act entitled " An act to make appro- 
priatidns for the Post Office Department," approved September 9, 1841,) 
has been sufficient to defray the current expenses of the department dur- 
ing that period ; and, if not, what is the amount of the deficiency, and 
whether it exceeds or falls short of the sum still uncollected and supposed 
to be collectable of the revenue of the department which has accrued dur- 
ing said periodj^and the amount of such ex:ces8 or deficiency. 

Mr. SimmonJB, from the Committee on Printing, reported in favor of 
printing the following subjects : 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the insolvent debtors 
of the United States ; 

Report of the Secretary of War^ showing the rejected applications for 
pensions; 

Petition of citizens of Ohio, praying the adoption of measures for the 
occupation and settlement of the Territory of Oregon ; and 

. Ordered, That they be printed* 

Mr. Henderson, from the Committee on Private I^and Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of Benjamin Ballard, submitted a report, accom- ; 
panied by a bill (S. 95) to confirm the title to certain lands claimed by Ben^ < 
jamin Ballard, of Louisiana. 
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Tbe biU was read^ and passed to the second readiog. 

Ordered f That the report be printed* . 

Mr. Ashley, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Alver Day and others, submitted an adverse report ^ 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Ashley, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of James Smalley, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill (S. 96 ) for the payment of the 4tb regiment in the 2d brigade of the 
3d division of the Vermont militia, for services at the battle of Plattsbu^g. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Orderedj That the report be printed. 

Mr. Breese, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom was 
. referred the bill (S. 50) to grant a portion of the public lands to the Stat^ 
of Illinois^ to aid in the coBopletion of the Illinois and Michigan 6anal^ re- 
ported it with an amendment. 

Mr. Wpodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 53) to quiet the titles to certain lots of land in the 
towns of Perrysburg and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, reported it 
with an amendment 

Mr. Crittenden, by unanimous consent, asked and obtained leave to 
bring in a resolution (S. 12) amendatory of the resolution passed April 30» 
1844, ^'respecting the application of certain appropriations heretofore 
made ;'' which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The said. resolution was read the second time by unanimous consent 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims on the petition of the heirs of Christopher Taylor, de- 
ceased ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Besolmdj That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Revo^ 
iutionary Claims on the petition of the heir of Albert A. Muller ; and, in 
concurrence therewith, 

Remlvedy That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Tyler, his secretary : 

To the. Senate of the United States : 

I communicate, herewith, an abstract of the treaty between the United 
States of America and the Chinese Empire, concluded at Wang Hiya on 
the Sd of July last, and ratified by the Senate on the 16th instant; and 
which, having also been ratified by the Emperor of China, now awaits 
only the exchange of the ratifications in China; from which it will be seen 
that the special mission authorized by Congress for this purpose has fully 
succeeded in the accomplishment, so far, of the great objects for which 
it was appointed, and in placing our relations with China on a new foot- 
ing, eminently favorable to the commerce and other interests of the United 
States. , 

In view of the magnitude and importance of our national concerns, 
actual and prospective, in China, I submit to the consideration of Congress 
the expediency of providing for the preservation and cultivation of the 
subsisting relations of amity between the United States and the Chinese 
Oovernraent, either by means of a permanent minister or commissioner, 
Vith diplomatic functions, as in the case of certain of the Mohammedan 
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Statasu It i^^argy by one c^f the extx^ts annexed, that the establishment 
of the British Government in China consists both of a plenipotentiary and 
also of, paid consuls for all the Five Ports, one of whom has the title and 
exercises the functions of consul general, and France has also a salaried 
consul general; and the interests of the United States seem, in like man- 
ner, to call for some representation in Qhina of a higher class than an or- 
dinary commercial consulate. 

I also submit to the consideration of Congress the expediency of making 
some special provision, by law, for the security of the independent and 
honorable position which the treaty of Wang Hiya confers on citizens of 
the United States residing or doing business in China. By the ;31st and 
125th articles of the treaty, (xopies of which are subjoined, m exienso^) 
citizens of the United States in China are wholly exempted, as well in 
criminal as in civil matters, from the local jurisdiction of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, and made amenable to the laws and subject to the jurisdiction of 
the appropriate authorities of the United States alone. Some action on the 
part of Congress seems desirable, in order to give full effect to these im- 
portant concessions of the Chinese Government. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, Jiznwary 22, 1845. 

The message was read, 

Orderedy That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations; 
and printed with the accompanying documents. 

The bill (S. 2) for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, was read a third time. 

On the question, "Shall this bill pass ?'* 

It was determined in the affirmative, i^^t^^J ] ' ' ' ' ' 14' 

On motion by Mr. Niles, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Han- 
negan, Jarnagin, Morehead, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons^ Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, • 

Messrs. Atherlon, Bagby, Colquitt, Dickinson, Evans, Fairfield, Foster 
of New York, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Mangum, Niles, PheJps, 
Woodbury. 

So it was 

Re^lvedy That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered J l^hat the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
4lepresentatives therein. 

The bill (S. 29) to refund an ascertained balance due Massachusetts, 
having been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a 
third time. 

On the question, »* Shall this bill pass ?'^ 

It was determined in the affirmative, I jj^^®' * * • ' ' * ^^ 
On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 
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The yeas and nays being desired by one-jBfth of the Senators predent^ 

Tliose who voted in the affirmative, are, 
' Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Evans, Fairfield, Foster of Tennessee, Henderson, ttnger, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Foster of New York, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Sernple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappari, Woodbury. 

So it was 

Sesolvedj That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 52) for the relief of Joshua Shaw having been reported by 

the committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time. 

, On motion, by Mr. Bagby, that the bill be recommitted to the Commit- 

' tee on Military Affairs, 

C Yeas 20 

It was determined in the negative, j jj«yj * ' * * ' * V "^ 

On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Breese, Clayton, Col- 
quitt, Dickinson, Evans, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Henderson, Hunt- 
ington, Niles, Pearce, Semple, Sevier, Tappan, Woodbury. ' 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Poster of Tennessee, Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, 
Walker, White. 

On the question, " Shall this bill pass ?'* 

C Yeas 26 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ jj J ^^V 

On motion by Mr. Fairfield, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Bates, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Da3rton, 
EVans, Foster of Tennessee, Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Jar- 
nagin, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, White. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Clayton, Colquitt, 
Dickinson, Fairfield, Foster of New York, Huntington, Niles, Semple, Se- 
vier, Tappan, Woodbury. > 

So it was 

Resolved J That this bill pass, and that the. title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The following bills, having been repdrted by the committee correctly 
engrossed, were read a third time : 
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* S. 59. Bill for the relief of Mary A. E. Zantzinger, widow of Major 
Richard A. Zantzinger, deceased. 

S. 64. Bill to repeal •« An act for the better organization of the district 
court of the United States within the State of Louisiana, and for other 
purposes.^' ,,^ 

Resolvedj That the said bills pass, and that meir respective titles be as 
aforesaid. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate resumed th^ consideration of the bill (S. 18) to establish the 
Sinithsonian Institution for the Increase and Diffusion of Knowledge among 
Men ; and having been further amended, 

Or<feredy That it be engrossed, and read k third time. 

The bill (S. 63) to confirm the title of a tract of land in the Territory of 
Iowa to the legal heirs and assignees of Julien Dubuque, deceased, was 
read a second time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Pearce, 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, January 23, 1845. " 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, communicating information, required by a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, in relation to a quantity of kone delivered by Richard 
Linthicum to an agent of the United States, and applied to public uses ; 
which was read. 

Mr. Atchison presented two petitions of citizens of Missouri, praying 
the establishment of a land oj9ice at Bloomington, and the discontinuance 
of the land offices in the districts of Palmyra and Fayette, in that State ; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Atchison presented a petition of citizens of Platte county, Mis- 
souri, praying the establishment of a mail route from Independence to 
Weston, in that State ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of the county of Washita, 
Arkansas, praying the establishment of a mail route from Little Rock, in 
that State, to Minden, in the State of Louisiana; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Clarke county, Arkansas, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from Little Rock to Camden, in 
that State ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Pc^st Roads. 

Mr. Jarnagin submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved J That the Secretary of War inform the Senate what contracts 
ha VB heretofore been made for the removal of the Choctaw Indians re- 
maining east of the Mississippi; thai he furnish a copy of all such con- 
tracts; whether any advertisements were made of the intention of the 
Goverothent to make such contracts, and what aqiount of money has been 
advanced to contractors, when and to whom; and whether or not there is 
any contract, agreement, or imderstanding, that the contractors are to have 
any additional allowance for ferriages or other causes, and if so, what; 
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aad, 1^9 what steps have been taken by the ccmtractcm fof the removal 
pf said ladians. 
Mh Huntington submitted the following resolution for consideration : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing, by law, that no person designated as assistant 
collector or clerk i^hall exercise any of the powers or perform any of the 
duties of collector of the customs, or in any manner act officially for or in 
behalf of such collector; and that no person shall exercise such powers 
or perform such duties who shall not previous thereto have given boqds, 
with surety, to the acceptance of the Secretary of the Treasury, and also 
have taken and subscribed an oath or affirmation for the faithful perform* 
ance of all such powers and duties as may be exercised or performed by 
him, for and in behalf of such collector. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedj That, for the convenience of reporting the proceedings of the 
Senate, six copies of the calendars of business and of the printed bills be 
laid on the reporters' desks. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the 22d in- 
stant, relating to the revenues and expenditures of the Post Office Depart- 
ment ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of Abigail Wadham, submitted a report ; whidh 
was considered, and, in concurrence therewith, 

Ordered, That the committee be discharged from the furtjier considera- 
tion of the petition. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
petition of J. Throckmdrton, reported a bill (S. 97) for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

On motion by Mr. Foster of Tennessee, 
Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged from the further 
consideration of documents relating to the claim of Harvey i& Stagg,and 
thiat they be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was 
referred the petition of Thomas B. Winston, submitted a resolution — 
" That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to to be granted.'^ 
Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 16) to grant to the State^of Illinois a right of way 
through the public lands of the United States, and for other purposes, re- 
ported it with amendments. 

Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was 
referred the bill ( H. R. 520) to authorize the sale of two Arabian horses 
received as a present by the consul of the United States at Zanzibar, from 
the Imaum of Muscat, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, by unajaimous consent, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill (S. 98) to provide for the adjustment and settlement 
of claims of citizens of the United States upon the Republic of Mexico ; 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Foster of Tennessee, by unanimous consent, asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a resolmion (S. R. 13) in regard to claims of Americans 
on the Government of Mexico ; which was read the first and second times 
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by unaniniou* consent, and referred to tfie Gommittee on Foreign Reli- 
tiOns. 

Mr. Dickinson reported, from the committee, that they had this day pre- 
sented to the President of the United States the enrolled bill (H. R. 432) 
to establish a uniform time for holding elections for electors of President 
tod Vice President in all the States of the Union, and the enrolled reso^ 
lution (S. 3) explanatory of <^ An act making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1845.^^ 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
resolution ( S. 1) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to cause to be 
erected, or to purchase, a suitable building in the city of Mobile for a 
court-house for the southern district of Alabama; and no amendment be- 
ing made, it was reported to the Senate. 
On motion by Mr. Ds^ton, 

Orderedy That it lie on the table. 
^ The bill (S. 69) for the relief of Joseph Simmons was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no ametidment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third ^ime. 

The bill (S. 18) to establish the Smithsonian Institutipn for the Increase 
and Difftision of Knowledge among Men having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

' The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the.bill (S. 63) to confirm the title of a tract of land in the Territory 
of Iowa to the legal heirs and assignees of Julien Dubuque, deceased ; and 

After debate, 

On motion by Mr. Poster of Tennessee, , 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. Foster of Tennessee, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, January 27, 1845. 

Mr. Foster presented the credentials of the honorable Daniel S. Dickin-^ 
son, chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the State of New York, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by tbe resignation of the honorable Nathaniel P. 
Tallmadge, for the term which wUl expire the 4th day of March, 1845; 
which w«re read; and the oath prescribed by law was administered to Mr. 
Siekinson. 

Mr. Foster presented the credentials of the honorable John A. Dix, chor 
sen a Senator by the Legislature of the State of New York, to fill the va*» 
candy occasioned by the resignation of the honorable Silas Wright, for the 
term which will expire the 4th day of March, 1849; which were read; 
and the oath prescribed by law was administered to Mr. Dix, and he took 
his seat in the Senate. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre* 
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tary of the Navy, ^hibdting, agreeably to law, the contracts made by the 
department during the year 1844 ; which was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of War, exhibiting, agreeably to law, the appropriations for the ser-p 
vice of the department for the fiscal year 1843-^44, the amounts drawn 
from the Treasury, and the balances remaining in the Treasury the 1st of 
July, 1844 •, which was read. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary :; 

Mr. President: The President of the United States this day approved 
the resolution ( S. R. 3) explanatory of an act making appropriations for 
the payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845, 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Choate presented the credentials of tlfe honorable Daniel Webster, 
^chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts for the term of six years, commencing the 4th day of March, 1845 ; 
which were read» 

- Mr. Dickinson reported, from the committee, that they had examined 
and found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. 521 ) to correct a clerical error in * 
the act supplementary to an act to regulate arrests on mesne process in 
the District of Columbia, and to amend the title thereof. 

Mr. Miller presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of New Jersey, requesting the Senators and Representatives of that State 
in Congress to use their exertions for the distribution of the reports of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States among the States and^ 
Territories of the union ; which was referred to the Committee on the JUr 
diciary. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Albany, New York, 
praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States ; which was 
referred to the Conimittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Pearce presented resolutions, passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Maryland, requesting the Senators and Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their exertions to cause to be procured, for 
publication and distribution among the several States and Territories of 
the Union, the reports of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States; which were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr, Dayton presented a memorial of members of the bar of New Jer- 
sey, praying the publication and distribution among the several States and 
Territories of the Union of the reports of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States ; which was referred to the Conmaittee on the 
Judiciary. ' . 

Mr. Breese presented a memorial of members of the bar in Illinois, 
praying the publication and distribution among the several States and Ter- 
rUories of the Union of the reports of the decisions of the Supreme Court 
of the United States ; which was referred to the Committee oiT the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Breese presented a petition of citizens of Peoria county, Illinois, 
praying a reform in the judicial system of the United States and the abo- 
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Kcian of the common law ; which was refeffr^d to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Allegany county, P^nn^ 
sylvania, praying a reduction of the rates of postage ; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Beaver county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations* 

Mr. Archer presented a memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
an amendment of the naturalization laws of the United States; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Choate presented the petition of the American Statistical Associa- 
tion of Boston, praying that they may be supplied with copies of the legis- 
lative documents printed for the use of (Congress j which was referred to 
the Coxhmittee on the Library. 

Mr. Hannegan pteseoted a petition of citizens of White county, Indiana, 
praying the correction of an error in the survey of the public lands in that 
county ; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.. 

Mr. Tappan presented a memorial of Charles D. Bassett and others, pray- 
ing the construction of a canal around the falls of St, Mary ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. Allen presented a petition of citizens of Wayne county, Ohio, pray- 
ing the adoption of measures for the occupation and settlement of the Or^fe- 
gon Territory ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the memorial of the National Institute, pray- 
ing that a portion of the expenses incident to the custody and preservation 
of the national property which has been confided to the Institute may be 
defrayed by the Government ; which, with the memorial on the files of 
the Senate, was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. Woodbury presented a petition of citizens of New Hampshire, pray- 
ing the annexatioi) of Texas to the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on, Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Woodbridge presented a petition of citizens of Michigan, praying 
an appropriation for improving the St. Clair flats, in Lake St. Clair; whijph 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. Phelps, 

Ordered^ That the petition of John P. Skinner and the legal representa-* 
tives of Isaac Green, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, , 

Order edy That the. petition of John Carter, on the files of the Senate, be 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
On motion by Mr. Woodbridge, 

Ordered, That Eugene E. T. Smith have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. > 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered^ That the report of a board of examiners on inventions and 
plans for preventing explosions of steam boilers, communicated to the Sen^ 
ate the 17th of June, 1844, be referred to the Committee on Naval AflFa^w. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolutions for consideration : 

Resolved f That the Secretary of the Treasury cause to be prepared a 
collection of the instructions which have been issued since the 17th August^ 



112 JOtJitNAL OP TBE SfiNATfi. [Ja^ 27. 

18^, eitoer by the Secretary of this Treasury or the 06ttmiMon&t of ^e 
Land Office, together with the official opinions of the Attorney General 
and the Solicitor of the General Land Office on questions ariring under the 
land laws Since the above period. 

Seyolvedj That the Secretary of the Senate cause the general public acts 
of Congress passed since the second si^ssfon of the twenty-fifth Congress, 
respecting the sale and disposition of the public lands, together with the 
instructions and opinions mentioned in the foi^egoing resohition, to be 
printed for the use of the Senate, like the formed work on the same sub* 
ject, and to cause fifteen hundred extra copies to be printed and furnished 
for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom were re- 
ferred sundry memorials asking a modification of the naturalization laws 
of the United States, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. 99) to 
amend the naturalization laws of the United States. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Orflfercfi^, That the report be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of James Arnold, submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Reivolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby^ submitted an 
adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
Was referred the memorial of Prances Edwards, submitted an adverse re- 
port ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on ilevolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of Sally Bass, daughter of Charles Pasteur, de- 
ceased, submitted an adverse report ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of the heirs of Thomas G. Peachy, submitted an 
adverse report ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred th^ 
bili (S. 82) for the relief of David Currier, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Dayton, from the Committee on Public Buildings, to whom was^ re- 
ferred the resolution (H. R. 53) to secure a more perfect accountabiUty of 
public property, reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of John B. Randolph, reported a bill (S. 100) to amend 
the act entitled " An act making approjpriations for the naval service for 
the fiscal year ending the 30th day of Juiie, 1845 f\ which was read> and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr, Huntington, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leaVe to bring 
in it bill (S. 101) explanatory of an act entitled *^ An aci making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diglomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1539 ;'^ which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Fretichj their 
Clerk: . 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in the amend*^ 
'tiient of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 521) entitled " An act to correct a 
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clerical error in the act supplementary to an act ta regulate arrest^ on 
mesne process in the District of Columbia, and to amend the title th^eoT^ 

They have passed a resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the 
United States, in which they ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

The resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States wm 
read the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the tesolution, submitted by Mr. Hunt- 
ington the 23d instant, to inquire into the expediency of requiring bonck 
and security to be given by persons performing the duties of collector ; and 
the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution submitted the 23d in- 
stant by Mr. Jarnagin, respecting contracts for the removal of the Ghootnir 
Indians; and, ^ 

On motion by Mr. Jarnagin, 

Orc^crcflf, That it lie on the table. ^ 

The bill (S. 69) for the relief of Joseph Simmons having been reponted ^ 

by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 

Resolved, Th^t this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered. That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee of Cli^iov 
on the petition of Thomas B. Winston ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Resolved,' That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. 
R. 440) for the purchase of certain copies of the History of Oregon, Cali- 
fornia, and the other Territories on the Northwest Coast of America ; in 
which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
a motion, by Mr. Jarnagin, to print one thousand five hundred copies, in 
addition to the usual number, of the report of the Postmaster General, made 
the 21st instant, in relation to a private express mail betweeii New York 
and New Orleans, reported in favor of agreeing to the motion ; whereupon, 

Ordered, That one thousand five hundred copies of the said report, in 
addition to the usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate. \ 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds * , 
on the revenues of the Post Office Department ; and 

After debate, and the consideration of Executive business, by unanimous 
consent. 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, January 28, 1845. 

Mr. Bagby presented the credentials of the honorable Dixon H. Lewis, 
chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the State of Alabama, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the honorable William R. King ; 
which were read, and the oath prescribed by law was administered i^ Mr. 
Lewis, and he took his seat in the Senate. 
8 
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Mr. Breese presented the credentials of the honorable James Setnple, 
elected a Senator by the General Assembly of the State of Illinois, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the death of the honorable Samuel McRoberts, 
deceased ; which were read, and the oath prescribed by law was adminis- 
tered to Mr. Semple. 

Mr. Dickinson presented the memorial of Asa Whitney, praying a grant 
df lands to enable him to construct a railroad froni Lake Michigan to ihe 
Pacific ocean ; which was referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Ashley presented two petitions of citizens of Arkansas, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Little Rock, in that State, to Minden, in 
the State of Louisiana ; which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
OiBce and Post Roads. 

Mr. Bagby .presented a preamble and resolution, passed by the General 
Assembly of the State of Alabama, instructing the Senators and requesting 
the Representatives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to pro* 
cure a modification of the ratesof postage, so as to conform to the national 
currency; which was referred to the Committee on the Po^st Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Atchison presented a petition of members of the Legislature of the 
State of Missouri, praying the establishment of a mail route from West- 
port to Fort Leavenworth, and the improvement of other mail routes in 
that State; also, a petition of citizens of Dallas county, Missouri, praying 
the establishment of a post road from Warsaw to Springfield, in Missouri; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Phelps presented a petition of citizens of Pittsford, Vermont, pray- 
ing the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States; that slavery in the District of Columbia and the Territories of 
the United States may be abolished; and that measures may be adopted 
to amend the Constitution so as to exempt the inhabitants of non-slave- 
holding Stales from any participation in the perpetuation of slavery. 

Ordered,' That so much of the petition as relates to the annexation of 
Texas to the United States be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

A motion was made, that the residue of the petition be received ; and 
the same being objected to. 

Ordered, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Huntington presented a petition of citizens of New London county, 
Connecticut, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Huntington presented the petition of John Hough and Samuel L. 
Hou^h, children and heirs of Walter Hough, deceased, late a surgeon in 
the revolutionary army, praying arrears of pension ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Foster presented the petition of John Cocke, late a commissioner 
for treating with the Cherokee Indians, praying to be released from a judg- 
ment obtained against him by the United States, and to be allowed a credit 
in the settlement of his accounts for his services and expenditures as 
commissioner ; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Berrien submitted a copy of a decision of the Supreme Court of 
the Vnited States in the case of John McDonogh against Laurent Millau- 
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don ; which was ordered to be printed with the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the Houma claim. 
On motion by Mr. Pearce, 

Ordered^ That the petition of Martin Fen wick, on the files of the Sen- 
ate, be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered y^Thdii the documents communicated by the President of the 
United States in relation to the treaty with the Ta Tsing Empire, from 
which the injunction of secrecy has been removed, be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Postmaster General be directed to report to th^ Sen- 
ate the number of failures of the mail to and from New Orleans within 
the last twelve months, and the causes of such failures ; the steps taken 
by the Post Office Department to insure a more regular conveyance of the 
mails; and whether or not further legislation is required to prevent such 
failures in future. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary of War to make ex- 
periments for testing the utility of an alleged improvement in the use of 
artillery invented by Robert McCarty, of the State of New York, and that 
said committee be authorized to report by bill or otherwise. 
' Mr. Woodbridge submitted the following resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedy That the Committee on the Library inquire into the expedi- 
ency of supplying one set of the *^ American Archives'* and one set of the 
"American State Papers'* (in twenty-one volumes) to the " Detroit Young 
Men's Society,'-' a literary association in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. Henderson, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition df A. Ledoux & Company, reported a bill (S. 102) 
to authorize a relocation of land warrants Nos. 3, 4, and 5, granted by Con- 
gress to General Lafayette; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom the subject 
was referred, reported a bill (S. 103) further to provide for the punishment 
of offences against the United States ; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading 

Mt Foster, by unanimous consent^ asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a resolution (S. R. 14) to suspend the 3d section of the joint resolution of 
the llth September, 1841, relating to armories, &c. ; which was read the 
first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit* 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Dickinson asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill (S. 104) con* 
cerning the district and circuit courts in the northernd^trictof New York; 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and ra* 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs on the petition of Alveir Day ; and^ . ' 
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On motion by Mr. Tappkn, 

Orderedj That it lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution, submitted by 
ft^Ir. Jarna^in the 23d instant, in relation to contracts for the removal of 
the Choctaw Indians; and having been amended on the motion of Mr. 
Jarnagin, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. \ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the 27th in- 
stant by Mr. Ashley, relating to a publication of the laws and opinions on 
the sale and disposition of the public lands ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The bill (H. R. 440) for the purchase of certain copies of the History of 
Oregon, California, and the other Territories ,on the Northwest Coast of 
America, was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in^ Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 53) to quiet the titles to certain lots of land in the towns of Perrys- 
burg and Croghansville, in the. State of Ohio, together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto ; and having been amended, it was reported to the 
Senate; and the amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage^ to limit the use and cor- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds 
on the revenues of the Post Office Department ; and having been amended, 
and a further amendment being proposed, 
On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the bill be postponed until 
to-morrow. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, January 29, 1845. 

Mr, Sturgeon presented the petition of C. Evans, praying that his inven- 
tion for preventing the explosion of steam boilers maybe adopted in steam 
engines constructed for the use of the United States ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented the petition of William M. Wright, praying the 
adoption of measures for testing the efficiency of his invention for prevent- 
ing the explosion of steam boilers ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of .citizens of the State of New York, 
praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States ; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Alexander Tait, praying the 
payment of money due him as one of the workmen on the Patent Office 
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in the year 1840; which was referred to the! Committee on Public Build- 
ings. 

Mr. Upham ]>resented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of thid 
State of Vermont, instructing the Senators and requesting the Repre^enta^- 
tives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to effect a reduction 
of the rates of postage and a restriction of the franking privilege ; which 
was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Upham presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Vermont, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives 
of that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure the distribution 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to oppose the repeal 
of the present tariff; which were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Upham presented a preamble and resolutions, p&ssed by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Vermont, requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to prevent the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States, and protesting against the further 
extension of slavery ; which were read, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

Ordered^ That Thomas Evans have leave to withdraw his petition and! 
papers. 

Mr. Miller submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unaiiimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to communicate to the 
Senate how many of the officers of the revolutionary army died in th6 
service between the 30th of November, 1782, (the date of the provisional 
articles of peace,) and the 3d of November, 1783; and whether the rep- 
resentatives of any such officer have received bounty lands under the res- 
olutions of Congress passed in 1776, or under any subsequent law or reso- 
lution of Congress. 

Mr. Himtington presented the petition of Daniel Barnum, praying th€f 
aid df Government in making a trial of his invention for preventing th6 
explosion of steam boilers ; which was referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Mr. Crittenden, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the petition of Alden Partridge, submitted an adverse report; 
which was considered ; and, 

On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on the .Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Maria S. Nourse, reported a bill (S. 105) to authoriaJe 
the settlement of the account of Joseph Nourse ; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Colquitt, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the memorial of the president and professors of William and 
Mary College, submitted an adverse report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Barrow, from the Committee on Military Affairs, reported a bill 
(S. 106) making an appropriation for the building of barracks at Pass 
Christian ; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be discharged firom the fur- 
ther consideration of documents relating to the clai^i of Harvey & Slag^. 
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Mr. Ashley^ agreeably to notiee> asked and obtained leave to bring. in a 
bill (S. 107) supplementary lb the act entitled ''An act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to grant pre-emption rights/' 
approved 4th September, 1841, so as to authorize pre-emptors to enter quar- 
ter-quarter sections of the public lands ; which was read the first and sec- 
ond times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, 

Mr. Johnson, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 108) for the relief of William P. Allen and Martin Thomas; which 
was restd the first and second times by unanimous consent, and, with the 
papers on file, referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. Pearce, from the Committee on the Library, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 440) for the purchase of certain copies of the History of 
Oregon, California, and the Territories on the Northwest Coast of America, 
reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. Jar- 
nsfgin the 23J instant, in relation to cojitracts for the removal of Choctaw 
Indians ; and having been amended, on the motion of Mr. Jarnagin, it 
was agreed to, as follows : 

Resolvedy That the Secretary of War inform the Senate what cdntr^cts 
have heretofore been made for the removal of the Choctaws remaining 
east of the Mississippi river, and for their subsistence for twelve months 
after their arrival in the country assigned to them west of the Mississippi, 
and that he furnish a copy of all such contracts; whether any advertise- 
ments were made of the intention of the Government to make such con- 
tracts, and, if not, whether proposals for said contracts were made by any 
other persons than those to whom such contracts were let. if siich pro- 
posals were received and examined, whether at the time they were opened 
the present contractors were the lowest bidders for both of said contracts, 
and, if not, who was the lowest bidder, and under what circumstances the 
present contractors became the lowest bidders. What amount of money 
has been advanced to these contractors on account of said contracts, when 
and to whom; wFi^iher there is any contract, agreement, or understand- 
ing, that the contractors are to have any additiortarallowance for ferriages 
or other causes, and, if so, what is the nature of said contract, agreement, 
or understanding; whether said contractors, if any contracts have been 
made, have given bond and security for their faithful perforrtiance,in what 
amount, and the names of their sureties; whether any allegations have 
been made to the department against the sufficiency of said sureties, and 
what steps have been taken in relation thereto; and whether the depart- 
ment has required from the contractors additional surety, whether the 
same has been given, and, if so, the names of such bondsmen; and^hat 
steps have been taken by the contractors for the removal of -i^Jto In- 
dians; by what time, under said contract, were they bound to have a 
party under way, and whether any have yet started on their journey. 
Arid that he inform the Senate, further, what amount of scrip has been 
issued by the department in the names and for the use of certain Choctaw 
Indians, under the act of Congress of the 23d August, 1842; to whom 
said scrip has been delivered, and a copy of the instructions given to such 
agent; whether said agent is in any manner interested in either of the 
contracts above referred to ; whether he has given security for the faithful 
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distribution of said scrip, and in what amount, and who are his securities* 
And that he inform the Senate, further, whether he has given any instruc- 
tions himself, or caused them to be given by any other person, to the Choc- 
taw agent, asking or requiring him to license any person to trade with 
the Choctaw Indians in their country, west, and, if so, the name of the per- 
son to be licensed; and that he communicate copies of all communica- 
tions in his office in relation td said .subjects. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 73) to provide for the payment of the evidences of the public debt 
in certain cases ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the 
Senate. 

Orderedj That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committer of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 91) to amend the act entitled " An act to provide for the enlistment 
of boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of enlistment of sea- 
men ;'' and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Orderedy That the further consideration of the bill be postponed until 
to-morrow. 

The bill (S. 53) to quiet the titles to certain lots of land in the towns of 
Perrysburg and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 
Sesolvedy That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 
Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed the bill 
from the Senate (S. 62) for t,he relief of Asahel Brainard. 

The House of Representatives have passed bills and a joint resolution 
of the following tiiles : 

S. R. 471. An act to give the assent of Congress to the sale or other 
disposition of certain salt spring lands heretofore granted to the States of 
Michigan and Illinois ; 

H. R. 503. An act to change the time for holding the circuit and crim- 
inal courts in the county of Washington ; 
H. R. 552. An act for the relief of the heirs of John Hart, deceased ; 
H. R. 554. An act giving the courts of Wisconsin and Iowa jurisdiction 
over offences committed in the Indian territories within their boundaries j 
H. R. QS. Joint resolution for the benefit of Francis Slocum and others, 
of the Miami tribe of Indians; in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

. The bills and resolution this day received from the House of Represent- 
atives were severally read the first and second times by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Ordered, That the bill No. 471 be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands; that the bill No. 503 bo referred to the Committee on the District 
Of Columbia; that the bill No. 55? be referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims ; that the bill No. 554 be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary ; and that the resolution No. 68 be referred to the Committee 
oh Indian A (fairs. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
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rict the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds 
oti the revenues of the Post Office Department. 

On motion, by Mr. Miller, to amend the bill, section I, lines 8 and 9, by 
striking out the words " exceeding one hundred miles, five cents/' and 
inserting, ^^over thirty miles^ three cenia ; over thirty miles and not ex- 
ceeding one hundred miles ^ five cents ; over one hundred miles and not 
exceeding three hundred miles ^ ten cents; over three hundred miles^ fifteen 
cents.'^ 

A motion was made, by Mr. Huntington, to amend the amendment, by 
striking out all after the word " over/' proposed , to be inserted, and, in 
lieu thereof, inserting, ^'fi/ty miles ^ three cents; for any distance not ex- 
ceeding two hundred and fifty miles^ five- cents ; a^ndfor all distances ex- 
ceeding two hundred and fifty miles^ ten cents ;" and 

C Yeas 18 

It was determined in the negative, ^ j^j 2^* 

On motion, by Mr. Merrick, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atheriton, Bates, Bayard, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- 
fleld, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Tap- 
pan, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs* Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow,^ Benton, Berrien, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, Hen- 
derson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Rives, Semple, Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, Woodbury. 

On the question, to agree to the amendment proposed by Mr. Miller, 

It was determined in the negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Simmons, to amend the bill, section 1, line 8, by 
striking out ** one hundred," and inserting " two hundred and fifty*^-r- 

It was determined in the negative, ^ j^' ' * ' 

On motion by Mr. Simmons, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bates, Bayard, Breese, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Porter, 
Semple, Simmons, Tappan, Upham, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Evans, Foster, Hannegan, Hay wood, Henderson, Hu- 
ger, Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Rives, Stur- 
]geon, White, Woodbury. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Niles, to amend, the bill, by striking out all of the 
&st section, after the enacting clause, and inserting — 

** 7%a^, from and after the passage of this act^ all letters conveyed in 
the mail shall be rated and charged with postage, as follows : Each let- 
ter or packet conveyed, according to the usual course of the mail^ any 
distance not exceeding one hundred miles, shall be rated and chargedfive 
0enis postage ; and each letter or packet conveyed a greater distance than 
Ciit^kundred miles shall be rated and charged ten cents postage. And 
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each letter or packet^ whether composed of one or more pieces^ or contain- 
ing an enclosure or not^ ivhich shall not exceed one-half ounce in weighty 
shall be considered a single letter , and rated antjl charged accordingly; 
if weighing fnor6 than a half and not exceeding three-quarters of an 
ounce^ it shall be considered as a double letter^ and charged twice the 
aforesaid rates of postage; if weighing more than three-quarters and not 
exceeding one ounce^ it ^hall be considered a treble letter ^ and charged 
three times the aforesaid rates; and for every additional half ouncey or 
fraction of a halfounce^ there shall be charged the rate of a single letter ; 
Provided J That it shall not be lawful to enclose in any letter conveyed 
in the mail any other letter or letters directed to a different person or per- 
sons, or to enclose several letters, directed to different persons, in one en- 
velope ; and any person who shall deposite, or cause to be deposited, in 
any post office, to be conveyed in the mail, any letter containing one or 
more letters^ enclosed, directed to different persons^ or depo^ite, or cause 
to be so deposited, several letters, directed to different persons, enclosed 
in one envelope, and the person receiving the same, who shall deliver, or 
cause to be delivered, to the persons to whom the same are directed, any 
letter or letter s^ so unlawfully conveyed in the mail, shall forfeit the sunt 
qf twenty dollars — one-half to the informer, and the other half to the 
Post Office Department ; and it shall be the duty of all postmasters to re- 
port all violations of this provision of this act, which may come to their 
knowledge, to the district attorney of the United Slates for the district in 
which the offencemay.be committed, whose duty it shall be to prosecute 
the same. And all letters deposited in any post office, not for tranS' 
mission in the mail, but for delivery only, shall be charged two cent»; 
which shall be accounted for by t-he postmaster in his quarterly returns. 
And all letters which shall be advertised shall be charged with the costs 
qf said advertisement, not to exceed two cents each, in addition to the 
regular postage'*^ — 

C Yeas IT 

It was determined in the negative, j p, ' ' * 24 

On motion by Mr. Niles, , 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Tliose who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Dickinson, Dix, Pairfield, Fran- 
cis, Haywood, Jarnagjn, Niles, Pearce. Phelps, Semple, Simmons, Tappan, 
Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Hannegan, Henderson, Huger, John- 
son, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Rives, Sturgeon, Up- 
ham, White. 

So the amendment, was disagreed to. • 

A further amendment having been proposed, 
On motion by Mr. Phelps, 

Ordered, that the further consideration of the bill be postponed until to- 
morrow. 

The bill (S. 73) to provide for the payment of evidences of public debt^ 
in certain cases, having been reported by the committee correctly ei^ossed, 
was read a third time. 

Resolvedy That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be a& ^^i^a^^^^. 
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Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

Mr. Hannegan reported, from the committee, that they had examined 
j^nd found duly enrolled the bill (S. 62) entitled "An act for the relief of 
Asahel Braiuard." 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate the annual report of 
the Commissioner of Patents for the year ending December 31, 1844; 
which was read. 

On motion, by Mr. Phelps, that it be printed, and that five thousand 
copies, in addition to the usual number, be printed for the use of the 
Senate, 

Orderedj That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Janttary 30, 1845. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Skaneateles, New York, 
praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States ; which was referred to the Committee on Fcfreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Benton presented a petition of citizens of Allegany county, Mary- 
land, praying the establishment of a Territorial Government in the Oregon 
Territory ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. White presented a memorial of the board of managers of the Ameri- 
can Indian Mission Asspciation, praying the adoption of measures for pro- 
moting the welfare and civilization of the various Indian tribes ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Aflfairs, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Morehead presented a petition of citizens and members of the bar 
of Hamilton county, Ohio, praying the removal of the United States district 
and circuit courts from Columbus to Cincinnati ; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, ThdX a member be added to the Committee on Commerce, in 
the place of Mr. Foster of New York; and that the appointment be made 
by the President pro teinpore ; and 

Mr. Dix was appointed. 

On motion by Mr. Bates, 

Orderedj That a member be added to the Committee on Pensions, in 
the place of Mr. Foster of New York; and that the appointment be made 
by the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Dix was appointed. 

On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on thfe Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (H. R. 554) giving the courts of Wisconsin and Iowa jurisdiction 
over ojffences committed in the Indian territories within their boundaries, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to'whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 503) to change the time for holding the circuit 
and criminal courts in the county of Washington, reported it without 
amendment. 
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Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the resohuion (S. 14) to suspend a part of the 3d section of the joint 
resolution of the 11th September, 1841, relating to armories, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Atchison, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the petition of Seth M. Leavenworth, reported a reso- 
^ lution (S. R. 15) for his relief; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. • 

On motion by Mr. Atchison, 

Ordered, That the report made the 17th of May, 1844, on the petition 
of Seth M. Leavenworth, be printed. 

Mr. Dickinson, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to wliom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 67) for the relief of Hugh Wallace Wormley, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Dickinson also submitted a report on the subjectj^ which was order- 
ed to be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims on the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ash by ; and, 
On motion by Mr. White, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed bills of the 
following titles : 

H. R. 492. An act making appropriations for the payment of revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners of the United States for the year ending the 
80th of June, 1846; 

H. R. 494. An act making appropriations for the service of the Post Of» 
fice Department for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846 ; 

H. R. 524. An act making appropriations for certain fortifications of the 
United States for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st day of July, 1845, 
and ending on the 30th of June, 1846; in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The President of the United States approved and signed, the 27th in- 
stant, the bill (H. R. 432) to establish a uniform time for holding elections 
for electors of President and Vice President in all the States of the Union. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed two enroll- 
ed bills, I am directed to bring tliem to the Senate, for the signature of 
their President. 

The President pro tempore signed the two enrolled bills (S. 62 and H. R. 
521) last reported to have been examined ; and they were delivered to iho 
committee, to be presented to the President of the United Spates. 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committee on Printing, reported in favor of 
printing the annual report of the Commissioner of Patents, and in favor of 
printing ten thousand additional copies of the report and all the accompa^ 
nying documents, with the exception of the list of patents. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the committee ; and hav- 
ing been amended, on the motion of Mr. Ashley, 

Ordered, That the report of the Commissioner of Patents, with the ac- 
companying documents, be printed ; and that twenty thousand copies of 
the report and the accompanying documents, with the exception of the 
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lists of patents, be also printed ; five hundred copies of which for the use 
of the Patent Office. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 91) to amend the 
act entitled " An act to provide for the enlistment of boys for the naval 
service, and to extend the term of enlistment Of seamen •/' and having 
been amended, 

Orderedj That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole: 

S. Q6, Bill relating to revenue putters and steamers ; 

S. 88. Bill for the relief of the legal representatives of James Bell, de- 
ceased ; and having been amended, they were reported to the Senate. 

Orderedj That they he engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 77) authorizing the appointment of assistant surgeons and 
assistant pursers in the navy was read the second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole ; and having been aniended, on the motion of 
Mr. Bayard, 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

Orrfcrerf, That it lie on the table. 

The three bills this day received from the House of Representatives 
were severally read the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

Ordered^ That they be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (S. 88) for the relief of the legal representatives of James Bell, 
deceased, having been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was 
read ^ third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Orrfererf, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Aflairs, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Nathaniel Phillips, reported a bill (S. 109) for his relief; 
which was read > and passed to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds 
on the revenues of the Post Office Department. 

On motion, by Mr. Bagby, to amend the bill, by striking out the follow- 
ing section : 

*^Sec. 9. And be it further enacted^ That in lieu of the privilege here* 
t of ore allowed to members of Congress, of sending to their constituents 
and others letters and other written or printed communications free of 
postage through the mail^ each member of Congress and delegate from 
a Territory shall be supplied with a number of free stamps or envelopes, 
equal to five per day ^ from the day of the passage of this act to the close 
of the session of Congress; and said members and delegates shall, in 
like manner, be furnished, during each succeeding session of Congress, 
with a similar number of such free stamps or envelopes for each day, 
until the close of the session ; and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster 
General forthwith to cause to be prepared a sufficient number of said 
free stamps or envelopes, of such size and description as he may deem 
most safe and convenient for use, and to cause them to be supplied to the 
members and delegates aforesaid, in the numbers and at the times 
aforesaid; and all letters or packages, not exceeding two ounces in 
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weighty to which any such stamp may be attached^ or which may be enclosr 
edin any such envelope, shall pass through the mail free of all charge for 
postage ; but in cases of any excess of weight above two ounces^ said ex* 
ee^s shall be charged with postage in the same manner as if would be 
chargeable if no such envelope or stamp were attached. And the frank- 
ing privilege now enjoyed by the members of Congress shall continue 
only until said stamps or envelopes can be prepared and delivered ; and 
said privilege shall immediately thereafter finally cease and determine. 
And it shall be the duty of every deputy postmaster , under the directions 
of the Postmaster General, before delivering any letter or other matter 
or thing enclosed in any such envelope, or to which any such free stamp 
may be attached, so to mutilate or deface the same as effectually to pre- 
vent its second use^^ — 

It was determined in the affirmative, \ i^^^l ...... 27, 

On motion by Mr, Bagby, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs^ Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berrien^ 
Breese, Buchajian, Clayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Foster, Haywood, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Lewis, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Upham, Wal^^er. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atchison, Bales, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, 
Hannegan, Huger, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, White, 
Wood bridge, Woodbury, 

A farther amendment being proposed by Mr. Bagby, 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, February 3, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate the following reports: 

1. Report of the Secretary of War, accbmpanied by a statement of the 
returns of the militia of all the States and Territories, with their arms, ac- 
coutrements, and ammunition. 

2. Report of the Secretary of War, made in obedience to a resolution of 
the Senate, in relation to officers of the revolutionary army who died in the 
service between the 30th of November, 1782, ai^d the 3d of November, 
1783. 

3. Report of the Secretary of the Navy, made agreeably to law, showing 
the appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1844. 

The reports were severally read. 

Mr. Choate pr^sent^d a petition of citizens of Ipswich, New Hampshire, 
and a petition of female inhabitants of Boston, Massachusetts, prating that 
Texas may not be annexed to the United States ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of citizens of Essex, Massachusetts, 
praying that the town of Essex may be annexed to the collection district 
of Gloucester, in that State ; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
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Mr. Choate submitted additional documents relating to the memorial of 
the American Board of Foreign Missions; wliich were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Choate presented the naemorial oif Eliakim Morse, praying indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800 ; which was ordered to lite on the 
table. • 

Mr. Fairfield presented a petition of citizens of Maine, praying the dis- 
continuance of the mail route between Fryeburg and Paris, and the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Bridgeport to Lovell, in that State ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Ebenezer Ballard, praymg a pen- 
sion for injuries received while in the naval service of the United States ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Atherton presented the petition of Herrick Aiken, praying an exten- 
sion of his patent for an improvement in the saw set ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the I^atent Office. 

Mr. Ashley presented the petition of James Erwin, for himself and the 
heirs of Daniel Greathouse, deceased, praying remuneration for losses in- 
curred in the execution of a contract with the Government for subsisting 
emigrating Indians ; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Morehead presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Kentucky^ requesting the Senators and Representatives of that 
State in Congress to use their exertions to procure a reduction of the rates 
of postage and a restriction of the franking privilege. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
that the public lands may b6 applied to the extinction of slavery within 
the United States. 

A motion was made, that the petition be received; and being objected to, 

Ordered, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Onondaga county, New 
York, praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States until slavery shall be abolished within her limits ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of the United States, pray- 
ing that, in the event of the annexation of Texas to the United States, 
measures may be adopted for obtaining the assent of the British Govern- 
ment to the annexation of the provinces of Canada to the United States, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Porter presented a memorial of citizens of Erie county, New York, 
praying an appropriation for improving the Fox land Wisconsiri rivers ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Porter presented a petition of citizens of Detroit, Michigan, praying, 
that negotiations may be opened with the Government of Great Britain for 
the anne^cation of Canada to the United States. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dayton presented a petition of the students of the Theological Sem- 
inary at Princeton, New Jersey, praying a reduction of the rates of post- 
age and the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dayton presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
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of New Jersey, requesting the Senators of that State in Congress to use 
their exertions to prevent the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Dix presented a memorial of the Albany Liberty Association, pray- 
ing the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas or any new 
slaveholding State to the United States; also, two memorials of citizens of 
the State of New York, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the 
United States ; which were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Benton presented the memorial of John Baldwin, praying indemnity 
for injuries committed upon his person and j?roperty by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment prior to the year 1837; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citjzens of Albany, New York, praying 
the distribution of the public lands among the several States of the Union, 
for the purposes, of education; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. Dix presented the memorial of the directors of the New York Insti- 
tution for the instruction of the deaf and dumb, praying that their institution 
may be furnished with copies of documents which may hereafter be pub- 
lished by the order of Congress. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. Johnson presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Louisiana, in favor of the immediate annexation of Texas to the 
United States ; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and 'ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Springfield, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying a reduction of the price of the public lands ; which was re- 
ferired to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Bayard presented a memorial of officers, seamen, and marines, in 
the United States naval service, praying that the spirit ration in the navy 
may be commuted for its value in money ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Huntington submitted documents relating to the appointment of ad- 
ditional inspectors for the port of New Orleans ; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. Morehead, 

Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of John Steley, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Miller submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate any correspondence, or other information in tjie 
possession of the Government, relative to the operations of the United 
States squadron on the w6st coast of Africa ; the growth, present condition, 
and influence, of the American colonies there, and the nature, extent, and 
progress of the commerce of the United States with the same. 
On motion by Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the memorial of the first 
municipality of the city of New Orleans and the accompanying documents 
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Mr. Walker submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolvedy That a committee be ^prpointed, to join such committee as m?ty 
be appointed by the House of Representatives, to ascertain and report ^ 
mode of examining the votes for President and Vice President of the United 
States, and of notifying the persons elected of their election. 
On motion by Mr. Walker, 

Ordered J That the committee be appointed by the President prp tem- 
pore; and 

Mr. Walker, Mr. Woodbury, and Mr. Dayton, were appointed. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on the Judiciary be discharged from the 
consideration of the petition of citizens of Ohio, concerning the removal of 
the United States district and circuit courts from Columbus to Cincinnati. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of John P. Skinner and the legsTl representatives of Isaac 
Green, reported a bill (S. 110) for their relief; which was read, and passed 
to the second rea^ding. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 36) extending the jurisdiction of the district courts to cer- 
tain cases upon the lakes and navigable waters leading into and connect- 
ing the same, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Cotomittee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (S. 81) providing for appeals in cases of bankruptcy, reported 
it with an amendment. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whona was referred the 
bill (S. 79) for the relief of Johq Woolley, reported it without amendment, 
c Mr. Ba^es also submitted an adverse report on the subject; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Morehead, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. Ill) to amend the joint resolution, approved June 15, 1844, in re- 
lation to collecting, arranging, and classifying statistical information ; , 
which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

A message from the House of • Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk : 

jMr. President : The House of Representatives have passed the bill 
(S. 24) confirming and assenting to an act of the Legislature of Virginia, 
entitled '^ An act further to amend the act incorporating the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Company.^^ 

The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. R. 439) to organize 
a Territorial Government in the Oregon Territory ; in which they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Senatfe resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill (S. 46) to 
reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse of the 
franking privilege^ and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the 
Post Office Department. 

On motion, by Mr. Bagby, to amend the bill by inserting, section 5, line 
7, after the word "whatever," ^^ except members of Congress and dele- 
gates from the Territories J and the presiding officers of the two Houses of 
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Congressy the Secretary of the ISlenaUy and the Clerk of the House cf 
Sepresenfatives^' — 

It was determined in the negative, $ J^®^^' ••••••• I^j 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, , 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Clayton, Col- 
quitt, Evans, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, Jolinson, Lewis, Semple, 
Walker. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 
V Messrs. Atherton, Bayard, Breese, Buchanan, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Francis^ Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangi^m, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Portejr, Rives, Sturgeon, Upham, White, 
Woodbury. 

On motion, by Mr. Huntington, to amend the bill by striking out the 8tb 
section, as follows : 

"Sec. 8. ^ndbe it further enacted^ That each member o{ the Senate, 
each member of the House of Representatives, and each Delegate from a 
Territory of the United States, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, may, during each session of Congress^ 
and for a period of thirty days before the commencement and thirty days 
after the end of each and every session of Congress, receive through the 
mail, free of postage, any letter, newspaper, or packet, not exceeding two 
ounces in weight; and all postage charged upon any letters, packages, pe- 
titions, memorials, or other matters or things, received during any session 
of Congress, by any Senator, member, or delegate of the House of Repre* 
sentatives, touching his official or legislative duties, by reason of any ex- 
cess of weight, above two ounces, of the matter or thing so received, shall 
be paid out of the contingent fund of the House of which the person re- 
ceiving the same may be a member''— 

CYeas 15 

It was determined in the negative, < ^^^^ '20' 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Berrien, Buchanan, Francis, Hannegan, Hay- 
wood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, Sturgeon, Up- 
ham, White. 

Those who voted in the negative, are^ 

Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Clayton, Colquitt, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, Merrick, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Porter, Rives, Woodbury. 

On motion, by Mr. Huntington, to amend the bill by inserting, section 
10, line 13, after the word "mail,^^ *^ except newspapers^ pamphlets, maga- 
zines ^ and periodicals^^ — 

C Yeas 21 

It w;as determined in the affirmative, < ^^ * * ' " * ' ' ^^ 

On motion by Mr. Upham, 
The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Dickinson, 
9 * 
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Dix, Evans, Fairfield^ Francis, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, 
Niles, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Buchanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Foster, 
Hannegan, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, 
Rives, Sturgeon, White. 

The bill having been further amended, and an amendment being pro- 
posed by Mr. Ashley, 

On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, February 4, 1845. 

Mr. White presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the Stat^ 
of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure a reduction of the 
rates of postage, and such other modifications of the laws relating to the 
Post Office Department as the public interests may require. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. White presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to vote for any proposition for notifying the British 
Government that it is the desire of the United States to aimul the treaty 
between the two Governments relative to their joint occupation of the 
Oregon Territory ; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. White presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure a grant of public 
land to the State of Indiana, to aid in the completion of the northern end 
of the Central canal, in that State ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. White presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure an appropriation of 
public land or money, to be applied to the improvement of the Wabash 
river ; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Bayard presented a memorial of citizens of Newcastle county, Dela- 
ware, praying the construction of a new custom-house in the city of Wil- 
mington ; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Evans presented the petition of Obadiah Blanding, a revolutionary 
soldier, praying a pension ; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. Lewis presented the petition of Daniel Homans, praying compensa- 
tion for iron used in the construction of the public jail in the city of Wash- 
ington ; which was referred to the Committee of Claims, 

Mr. Hannegan presented a resolution, passed' by the Legislature^of the 
State of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to obtain an appro- 
priation for completing the Cumberland road and the harbor of Michigan 
city, in that State ; which was read. 

Ordered, That it lie on the tabic. ' ' 
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Mr. Hannegan presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives of that State in Congress to use their influence to obtain a grant of 
land to the State of Indiana, for the completion of the Wabash and Ohio 
canal; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Hdnnegan presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure a gradual 
reduction of the price of the refuse public lands in the State of Indiana ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

iMr. Hannegan presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representa- 
tives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure a grant of 
public land to the States of Illinois and Indiana, to aid in the completion 
of the Northern Cross railroad ; which v/as referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of C. D. Morgan and other citizens of the 
United States, praying that, in the event of the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, measures may be taken to obtain the assent of the British 
Government to the eessioh of Canadu to the United States. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Niles presented a memorial of members of the bar in the State of 
Connecticut, praying the publication and distributron, by law, of the re- 
ports of the decisions of the Supreme Court throughout the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Niles presented a petition of citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, pray- 
ing the annexation of Texas to the United States*, which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Bayard presented an additional document in relation to the petition 
of Cadwallader Evans ; which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. Pearce, 

Ordered^ That the petition of John McColgan,on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
On motion by Mr. Miller, 

Ordered^ That the memorial of Samuel H. Thompson, on the files of 
t!ie Senate, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. Rives, 

Ordered^ That Caty White, widow of William White, have leave to 
withdraw her petition and papers. 

Mr. Dayton submitted the following resolution, which was corisidered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the President be requested to communicate to the Sen- 
ate, if in his opinion not inconsistent with the public interest, whether Mr. 
Duff Green does now hold or has lately held any diplomatic or official sta- 
tion near the Government of Texas; and^ if so, what, how appointed, at 
what salary, and with what instructions. 

Mr. Huntington submitted the following resolution, which was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Secretary of War be directed to communicate to the 
Senate the records of the magnetic observations made at the observatory 
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of the Girard College at Philadelphia, which are or may be in the poa8e9- 
sion of the department. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform the Senate if sec- 
ond patents have been issued upon certificates of sale by the United States 
for land which had been previously patented upon claims adjudicated by 
the department; and if two patents have been issued in any such case, 
how many of such cases; giving the names of the parties in each case, a 
description of the land, date of each respective patent, when and to whom 
delivered, with copies of all the papers in each case, and the authority and 
directions under which such second patents were issued ; also, copies of the 
opinions of the Attorney General (if any have been given) and of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, or any other officer of the Treasury Department, 
touching the propriety or authority of law to issue a second patent while 
the first patent is outstanding and in fall force. 

Mr. Barrow submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the' Senate be durected to contract with 
the proprietor of a chart of soundings, made by Captain Levy, extending 
along the gulf of Mexico from the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi to 
Galveston island, for the publication of five thousand copies, provided , 
that the expense of lithographing, printing, paper, &c., shall not exceed 
twenty-five cents per copy, and thiat the expenses of the same be defrayed 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the petition of William Fuller and Orlando Saltmarsh, 
reported a bill (S. 112) for their relief; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 108) for the relief of William P. Allen and 
Martin Thomas, reported it without amendment, and that the bill ought 
not to pass. 

Mr. Barrow, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a bill (S. 113) 
in alteration of an act entitled '^An act to establish a port of delivery at the 
city of Lafaydtte, in the State of Louisiana;** which was read, and passed 
to the second reading. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, reported a bill (S. 114) 
restricting the grant of pensions in certain cases; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The said bill was read the second time by unanimous consent, and con- 
sidered ^s in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment being made, it 
was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The said bill, having been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a third time. 

Resolved^ That this bill piass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in this bill. 

Mr. jHuntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom the sub- 
ject was referred, reported a resolution (S. R. 16) authorizing the employ- 
ment of additional inspectors of the customs at the port of New Oriieaps; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 
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The said resolution was read the second time by unanimous c6nsent, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment being 
made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 
- Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 216) to provide for the collection, safe keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public revenue, T^ported it without amendment, and 
that the bill ought not to pass. ' 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of a number of citizens of Georgia, reported a bill (S. 115) 
to divide the collection district of St. Mary's, in Georgia ; which was read, 
and pai^sed to the second reading. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of James H. Gale, submitted an adverse report ; which was 
considered by unanimous consent ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Atherton, 

Or^ererf, That it lie on the table. 
On motion by Mr. Atherton, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Joseph Dudley and others, and from 
the further consideration of the petition of Thomas D. Morrison. 

The bill (H. R. 439) to organize a Territorial Government in the Oregon 
Territory was read the fii'st and secotid times by unanimous consent. 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a select committee, to be appointed by 
the President pro tempore ; and 

^ Mr. Atchison, Mr. Walker, Mr. Rives, Mr. Crittenden, and Mr. Allen, 
were appointed. 

Mr. Hannegan reported, from the committee, that tiiey had this day pre- 
sented to, the President of the United States the following bills : 

S. 63* An act for the relief of Asahel Braihard. 

H. R. 521. An act to correct a clerical erroi: in the act supplementary to 
an act to regulate arrests on mesqe process in the District of Columbia, and 
to amend the title thereof. ^ 

The following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, were sever^^lly read a third time : 

S. 66. Bill relating to revenue cutters and steamers. 

8. 91. Bill to amend the act entitled ** An act to provide for the enlist- 
ment of boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of enlistment of 
seamen.'* 

Resolved, That the said bills pass, and that their respective titles be as 
aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

To the Senate of the United Slates : 

In compliande with the request of the Governor of the State of Illinois, 
{transmit, herewith, a.copy of certain resolutions adopted by th^ General 
Assembly of that State. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, January/ 29, 1845. 
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The message was read. 

The following message/was also received from the President of the 
United States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

To (he Senate of Ike United States : 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 2d ultimo, calling for in- 
formation in reference to the indemnities stipulated to be paid pursuant to 
the convention between the United States and the Mexican Republic of 
the 30th of January, 1843, 1 transmit, herewith, reports from the Secretaries 
of State and of tho Treasury^ tind the docuipents which accompanied 
them. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, February 3, 1845. 

The message was read. 

Ordered^ That it be printed. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
relating to the condition of the old custom-house in the city of New Or- 
leans, and the sum required for the construction of anew customhouse; 
the sums required to complete the marine hospital in the city of New Or- 
leans, and to improve the harbor at Port Pontchartrain ; which was read. 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Committee on Commerce, and be 
printed. 

Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was re- 
ferred the joint resolution from the House of Representatit^es (H. R. 46) 
for annexing Texas to the United States, and to whom were also referred^ 
the resolution ( S. S ) for the admission of Texas into the Union as a State 
on certain conditions^ the resolution (S. 10) declaring the terms on which 
Congress will adn^it Texas into the Union as a State^ and the bill (S. 83) 
to provide for the annexation of Texas to the United States, and to restore 
the ancient limits of the Republic, together with the petitions, memorials, 
and legislative proceedings, on the same subject, referred to the committee, 
submitted a report, accompanied by the following resolutions : 

Resolved^ That the joint resolution, from the House of Representatives, 
for the annexation of Texas to the United States, be rejected. ■ 

Resolvedy That the several bills and joint resolutions originating in the 
Senate, the resolutions of sundry State Legislatures, and the petitions and 
memorials of many citizens of the United States for and against the an- 
nexation of Texas to this Union, which have been referred to this com- 
mittee, do lie upon the table. 

The report was read. 

Ordered y That it be printed. 

On motion, by Mr. Morehead, that twenty thousand copies, in addition 
to the usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate — 

Ordered^ That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration of 
the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct 
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
revenues of the Post Office Dej^artment ; and having been amended, on 
the motion of Mr. Ashley, the bill was reported to the Senate. 
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On the question, to concur in the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole, sinking out the 9th section, 

An amendment to the section was proposed by Mr. Simmons; a debate 
arose, and, 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, February 5, 1S45. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wagg^man : 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit, herewith, to the Senate, a report from the director of the mint, 
showing the operations of the ini^titution for the yedr 1844. 

^OHN TYLER. 

Washington, -P&Aruary 3, 1845. 

The message was r^ad. 

Ordered, That it be printed. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the memorial of A. Fitch> of the firm of Fitch, 
Brothers, & Company, of Marseilles, in France, praying the payment of 
their account for int0rest on disbursements as navy agents of the United 
States, and indemnity for the injury which they sustained in their credit in 
consequence of the revocation of their appointment by the Executive; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Atchison presented two petitions of .citizens of Missouri, praying 
the establishment of a mail route from Independence to Weston, in that 
State; Which were referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented two petitions of citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying the fiidoption of Evans's safety guard, for preve;iting the 
explosion of steam boilers, in all steam engines constructed for the public 
use ; which wjere referred to the Committee on Naval. Affairs. 

Mr. Bayard presented a petition, of citizens of New York, praying the 
establishment of a naval school, and the disqontinuapce of the office of pro- 
fessor of mathematics in the navy; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of increasing the pay and emoluments of such 
military storekeepers as are not stationed at arsenals of construction. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Finance, who were instructed 
to inquire into the subject, reported a bill (S. 116) relating to the duties 
of collectors of the customs ; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. > 

Mr. Evanjs, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 524) making appropriations for certain fortifications of the 
United States for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st day of July, 1845, 
and ending on the 30th of June, 1846, reported it with an amendment. i 
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Mr. Evans, from the Committee w Finance, to whom the foliowing bills 
were referred — 

H. R. 492. An act making appropriations for the payment of revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners of the United States for the year ending the 
30th June, 1846 ; 

H. R. 494. An act making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846 — ^reported the 
same without amendment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed the resolu- 
tion from the Senate for the appointment of a joint committee to ascertain 
and report a mode of examining the votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States ; and ^ 

Mr. Burke, Mr. A. A. Chapman, Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, Mr. D. L. Seymour, 
and Mr. Vance, have been appointed the committee on their part. 

They have passed the bill from the Senate (S. 64 ) to repeal " An act 
for the better organization of the district court of the United States within 
the State of Louisiana, and for other purposes.^' 

The Speaker of the House of Represeutatives having signed an enrolled 
bill, I am directed to bring it to the Senate, for the signature of their Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Hannegan reported, from the committee, that they had examined 
and found duly enrolled the bill (S. 24) confirming and assenting to an act 
of the Legislature of Virginia, entitled '*An act further to amend the act 
incorporating the Chesapeake stnd Ohio Canal Company:" 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr, Waggaman : 

Mr, President: The President of the United States this day approved 
and signed an act for the relief of Asahel Brainard. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Tappan asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 117) granting to the county of Wyandot, in the State of Ohio, cer- 
tain lots in the town 6f Upper Sandusky ; which was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, arid referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, » 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill (S. 14) to provide for the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States ; and, 

Mr. Benton, by unanimous consent, had leave to withdraw the bill. 

Mr. Benton, by unanimous consent, a^ked and obtained leave to bring 
in a bill (S. 118) to provide for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States ; which was read the first and Second times by unanimous consent. 

On motion, by Mr. Berrien, that it be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, 

It was determined in the negative, $ •^^^^' ....... 8, 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Foster, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 
Phelps, Poller, Rives^ Simmons, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 
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Those who voted in the negative,^ are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, 
Jarnagin, Lewis, Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 
On motion by Mr. Benton, 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table, and be printed. 

The Semite resumed the consideration of the bill (S. 46) to reduce the 
rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse of tb^ franking 
privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post Of- 
fice Department, together with the aoiendment proposed by Mr. Simmons 
to the 9th lection ; and 

After debate, 
Onmr)uon, 

The Senate adjourned. ' 

THDRSDAy, FEBauARY 6, 1845. 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of citizens of Reading, Massachusetts, 
praying the reJBction of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States as a slaveholding territory. 

Orflferec/, That it lie on the table. 
On motion by Mr. Dickinson, 

Orflferer/, That James W. Low have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgeon, 

Ordered^ That John Washington have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved^ That there be furnished, for the use of the Senate, the further 
number of — thousand copies of the map of Texas, which has been en- 
graved for the Senate, provided they be furnished at a price not exceeding 
that at which the additional copies heretofore ordered were limited. 

The President pro tempore signed the enrolled bill (S. 24) last reported 
to have been examined ; and it was delivered to the committee, to lie pre- 
sented to the President of the United States. 

Mr. Foster, from the Qommittee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 65) for the relief of Joseph Ramsey, reported it without amend- 
ment. . 

Mr. Dayton, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the several resolutions and memorials on the subject, reported a bill (S. 119) 
providing for the purchase and distribution of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States among the several States and Territories; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Tappan, from the Committee on the Library, to whom was referred 
the resolution (S. 11) for distributing the work on the exploring expedition, 
reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims on the memorial of Frances; Edwards ; and, in concur- 
rence therewith, 

Resolved, That the prayer of the memorialist ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petition of James Arnold ; and, ip concurrence therewith, 
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Resolvedj That the prayer of the pelilion ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims on the petition of Sally Bass, daughter of Charles Pasi^ 
teur, deceased ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Resolved^ That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded lo consider the report of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims on the memorial of the president and professors of Wil- 
liam and Mary College ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Resolved^ That4he prayer of the memorialists ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petition of James H. Gale; sind, in concurrence therewith, 

Resolved, That th^ prayer of the petitioner ought not to be grantied. 

Mr. Hanuegau being excusisd, on his motion, from serving on the Com- 
mittee bn Enrolled Bills ; 

On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 

Ordered f That a member, to be appointed by the President pro tempore, 
be added to the Committee on Enrolled Bills ; and 

Mr. Breese was appointed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
hill (S. 14) to suspend a part of the 3d section of the joint resolution of the 
nth of September, 1841, relating to armories ; and no amendment being 
made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The resolution (S. 1 6) authorizing the employment of additional inspectors 
of the customs at the port of New Orleans, having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, wag read a third lime. 

Resolved, That this tesolution pass, and that the title thereof be as afore- 
said^ 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of 
postage, to limit the use and correct the ^buse of the franking privilege, 
and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. * 

On the question, to concut in the amendment made in Comrpittee of the 
Whole, striking out the 9th section. 

A motion was made, by Mr. Simmons, to amend the 9th section by 
striking out all after the word "be/' in the 6th line, and inserting, "allow- 
ed, to frank their written letters not exceeding two ounces in weight, and 
printed copies of speeches delivered in either Hofise of Congress ;*' and 

A taotion was made, by Mr. Buchanan, to amend the amendment pro- 
posed' by Mr. Simmons, by striking oiit the words " their written letters 
not exceeding two ounces in weight, and.** 

The question being taken on agreeing to the amendment proposed by 

Mr. Buchanan to the amendment proposed by Mr. Simnaons, 

C Yeas 17 

It was determined in the negative, ^ j^ * ' t V [ " * ' ^g* 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 
The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators pteseht, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Messrs. Bayard, Breese, Buchanan, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Francis, 
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Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Merrick, Miller, Niles, Sturgeon, Upham, 
White, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are^ 

Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow^ Benton, 
Choate, Clayton^ Colquitt, Evans, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, Johnson, 
Lewis, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Tappan. 

On the question, to agree to the amendment proposed by Mr. Simmons, 

C Yeas ' i q 

It was determined in the negative, ^ j^ V ' * ' V ' * 22 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. AUen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Colquitt, Evans, Foster, Haywood, Lewis, Phelps, Porter, 
Sevier, Simnians, Tappan. . 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton, Bayard, Breese, Buchanan, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Francis, Hannegan, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Niles, Pearee, Sturgeon, Upham,- White, Woodbury. 

The 9th section of th6 bill having been amended in the Senate, on the 
motion of Mr. Merrick, 

The question recurred on concurring in the amendment, made in com- 
mittee, striking otit the 9th section, amended in the Senate as follows : ; 
- " Sec. 9. ^nd be it further en-icted. That in lieu of the privilege hereto- 
fore allowed to members of Congress, of sending to their constituents and 
others letters and other writltfn or printed communications free of postage 
through the mail, each member of Congress and delegate from a Territory, 
the Secretaryof the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
shall be supplied with a number of franks or free envelopes, equal to five per 
day, from tbe day of the passage of this act to the close of th^ session of Con- 
gress ; and said members and delegates ^hall, in like manner, be furnished, 
during each succeeding session of Congress, with a similar number of such 
franks or free envelopes for each day, until the close of the session; and it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster General forthwith to cause to be pre- 
pared a sufficient number of said franks or free envelopes, of such size and 
description as he may deem most safe and convenient for use, and to cause 
them to be supplied to the members and delegates aforesaid, in the num- 
bers and at the times aforesaid ; and all letters or packages, not exceeding 
two ounces in weight, to which any such frank may be attached, which 
may be enclosed in any such envelope, shall pass through the mail free of 
all charge for postage ; but in case of any excess of weight above two 
ounces, said excess shall be charged with postage in the same manner as it 
would be chargeable if no such envelope or frank were attached. And 
the franking privilege now enjoyed by the members of Congress shall con- 
tinue only until said stamps or envelopes ^an be prepared and delivered ; 
and said privilege shall immediately thereafter finally cease and deter- 
mine. And it shall be the duty of every deputy postmaster, under the 
direction of the Postmaster General, before delivering any letter or other 
matter or thing enclosed in. any «uch envelope, or to which any such frank 
may be attached, so to mutilate or deface the same as eflfectually to pre- 
vent its second use^'— 
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It was determined in the affirmative, 5 j^^^^' «' 

On motion by Mr. Buchanan, 
The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present> 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, ^ 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Bfeese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- 
field, Foster, Hannegah, Haywood, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, John- 
son, Lewis, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Upham, White, Woodbury. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 
Mr. Merrick and Mr. Pheips. 

On the question, to concur in the amendments made in Committee of the 
Whole^ inserting in section 10, lines 12 and 16, after "mail,'' "except 
newspaper^, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals ;'' and making the same 
exception in the Uth and 1 3th sections-r- 

C Yeas 33 

It was determined in the affirmative, s m ...... » 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, 
Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fair- 
field, Francis, Hannegan, Huger, Himtington, Jarnagin, Lewis, Miller, 
Niles, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, Walker, 
Woodbridge, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Foster, Haywood, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, More- 
head, Sevier, White. 

On motion, by Mr. Simmons, to amend the bill, section 1, lilies 8 and 9, 
by striking out the words ^^any distance not exceeding one hundred miles, 
five cents, and for all distancesr exceeding one hundred miles, ten cents;'' 
and, in lieu thereof, inserting "m the mail, five cents^'— 

C Yeas 33 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ iwT ' *a^ 

\ I Ways, . . . . . . 14. 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, 
Breese, Choate, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Foster, Francis, Hanne- 
gan, Haywood, Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Miller, Morehead, Nil^ 
Phelps, Porter, Semple, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, Walker, 
White, Woodbridge. ^ 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton, Buchanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Fairfield, Huger, John-* 
son, Lewis, Mdngum, Merrick, Pearce, Rives, Sevier, Woodbury. 

On motion, by Mr. Huger, to reconsider the vote agreeing to the follow- 
ing section : 

*' Sec. 20. Jind be it further enaciedy That to insure, as far as may be 
practicable, an equal and just rate of compensation, according to the service 
performed, among the several railroad companies in the United States for 
the transportation of the mail, it $hall be duty of the Postmaster General 
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to armnge and divide the'railroadioutes, including those in which the service 
is partly by railroad and partly by steamboats, into three classes, according to 
the size of the mails, the speed with which they are conveyed, and the im- 
portance of the service; and that it shall be lawfxil for him to c;ontract for 
conveying the mail with any such railroad company, either with or without 
advertising for such contract: Provided ^ That for the conveyance of the mail 
on any railroad of the first class he shall not pay a higher rate of compensa^ 
tion than two hundred dollars per mile per annum, nor for carrying the mail 
on any railroad of the second class a greater compensation than one hun- 
dred dollars per mile per annum, nor for carrying the mail on any railroad of 
the third class a greater compensation than fifty dollars per mile per annum. 
And in case the Postmaster General shall not be able to conclude a contract 
for conveying the mail on any of such railroad routes at a compensation not 
exceeding the aforesaid maximum rates^ or for what he may deem a rea- 
sonable and fair compensation for the service to be performed, it shall be 
lawful for him to separate the letter mail from the residue of the mail, 
and to contract, either with or without advertising, for conveying the letter 
mail over such route, by horse express or otherwise, at the greatest speed 
that can reasonably be obtained, and also to contract for carrying over 
such route the residue of the mail, in carriages or otherwise, at a slower 
rate of speed : Provided^ That if one-half of the service on any railroad 
is required to be performed in the night season, it shall be lawful for the 
Postmaster General to pay twenty-five per cent, in addition to the afore- 
said maximum rates of allowance: And provided^ further^ That if it shall 
be found necessary to convey over any railroad route more than two mails 
daily, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to pay such additional 
compensation as he may think jiist and reasonable, having reference to the 
service performed and the maximum rate of allowance established in this 
act^' — . 

It was determined in the affirmative, ixrt^t' fl' 

^ IN ays, , , , • . . lo. , 

On motion by Mr. Fairfield, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Fran- 
cis, Haywood^ Huger, Huntington, Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Niles, Porter, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Upham, Walker, Wood- 
bridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bayard, Benton, Breese, Dickinson, Dix, Fair- 
field, Henderson, Pearce, Phelps, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Wood- 
bury. 

On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Orcfererf, That the bill lie on the table. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

FRIDAY, February 7, 1845. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr, Waggaman : 
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To the Senate of the United States ': 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 5th December, I 
herewith transmit copies of the proceedings in the case of the inquiry into 
the oflScial conduct of Silas Reed,principalsurveyor of Missouri and Illinois, 
together with all the complstints against him, and all the evidence taken 
in relation thereto. 1 did not consider th6 irregularitieis into which the sur- 
veyor general had fallen as of sufficient magnitude to induce his dismissal 
from office at the time that the papers reached me, having become con- 
vinced, upon inquiry of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, of 
the ability, efficiency, and fidelity of the surveyor general in all things ap- 
pertaining to his office ; but, since the passage of the resolution by the 
Senate, I jegatded the matter as so augmented in importance as to induce 
me to refer the subject to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, for 
a minute and thorough examination. A copy of the report which he has 
made, and also the defence of Doctor Reed, accompanies the papers. It 
has seemed to me that the facts set forth by the report exhibit certain irreg- 
ularities which are properly reprehensible, but from which neither the sur- 
veyor general, in a pecuniary point of view, derived profit, nor the Gov- 
ernment sustained loss, and which the reproof contained in the Commis- 
sioner's report will in all future cases restrain ; while the high testimony 
borne by the Commissioner to the generally excellent deportment in office 
of the surveyor general has seemed to me to mark the case more as one 
meriting disapproval, and correction in future, than the severe punishment 
of dismissal. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, February 4, 1845. 

The message was read. 
Ordered, That it be printed. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 10th of Decem- 
ber last, requesting further correspondence touching the relations between 
the United States and the Mexican Republic, I transmit, herewith, a report 
from the Secretary of State, and the documents which accompanied it. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, February 5, 1S45. 

The message was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
in relation to the expediency of a new collection district, with a port of 
entry, at the Cedar Keys, and exhibiting the amount of revenue which ac- 
crued in the district of St. Mark^s, and the expenses of collection, annually, 
from 1840 to 1844; which was read. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of citizens of Delaware county, 
Pennsylvania, in opposition to the annexation of Texas to the United 
States and the extension of slavery. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
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Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Mercer ctfunty, Pebn- 
sylvania, praying the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia and 
Territory of Florida, and the rejection of all propositions for annexing^ 
Texas to the United States. 

A motion was made, that the petition be received ; and, being object- 
ed to. 

Ordered^ That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented three memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Ordered, That they lie on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of Henry Kutler, praying that a por- 
tion of the Oregon Territory may be set apart fpr the colonization of the 
black population of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Crittenden presented a petition of citizens of the Territory of Iowa, 
praying a grant of public land to the said Territory, for the purpose of im- 
proving the navigation of the Des Moines river ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Crittenden presented a memorial of citizens of Davies county, Ken- 
tucky, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance 
or restriction of the franking privilege. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Crittenden presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Kentucky, giving to the Uiiited States the right to purchase the 
necessary sites for hospitals at Louisville and Paducah, and instructing the 
Senators and requesting the Representatives of that State in Congress to 
urge the propriety of making appropriations for the erection of hospitals 
at those places ; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Lewis presented the petition of Nancy Calimes, praying the passage 
of a law authorizing her to bring into the United States,, from the Republic 
of Texas, three slaves, the property of her deceased husband; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Porter presented a preamble and resolution, passed by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Michigan, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives of that State in Congress to use their exertions to procure 
the passage of a law giving to the State of Michigan the right to sell and 
convey certain salt spring lands ; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. Breese presented a petition of citizens of Will county, Illinois, pray- 
ing permission to relocate the 16th section in township No. 32 north, of 
range No. 1 1 east of the 3d meridian ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Archer presented two memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing an amendment of the naturalization laws of the United States; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. Woodbridge, 

Ordered, That Nahum Ward and Aaron Weeks have leave to with- 
draw their petitions and papers. 

Mr. Porter submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to send to the Senate 
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any commiinication or report recently received at the departmaat from 
George W. Cunningham, late mineral agent, containing information rela^ 
tiye to the copper mineral region of Lake Superior. 

Mr. White presented a preamble and resolution, passed by the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Indiana, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives of that State. in Congress to use their exertions to procure 
a grant of land to the State of Indiana, for the construction of a public 
road within her limits; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

On motion by Mr. Morehead, 

Ordered^ That Martha Lemon have leave to withdraw her petition and 
papers. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

7b the Senate of the United States : 

I tratismit, herewith, the report requested by the resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 2d of January last. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, February 7, 1845. 

The message was read; and,. 
Ordered, That it be printed. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

To the Senate of the United States : 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the 4th instant, requesting 
information relative to the employment of Mr. Duff Green in the service of 
this Government, I transmit, herewith, a report from the Secretary of State. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, February 7, 1845. 

The message was read, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Dickinson reported, from the committee, that they this day presented 
to the President of the United States the bill (S. 24) confirming and assent- 
ing to an act of the Legislature of the State of Virginia, entitled " An act 
further to amend the act incorporating the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company.^' 

Mr. Walker, from the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, 
jointly with the committee appointed on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentativeSf to ascertain and report a mode of examining the votes for Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United States, and of informing the per- 
sons elected of their election, reported, in part, the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in the chamber of the 
House of Representatives on Wednesday, the 12th day of February, 1845, 
at 12 o'clock ; that one person be appointed teller on the part of the Sen- 
ate, and two persons be appointed tellers on the part of the House, to 
make a list of the votes for President and Vice President of the United 
States, as they shall be declared ; that the result he delivered to the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, who will announce to the two Houses, assembled as 
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apj^ar that a choice hath been Biadc- agreeably to 4he Cosstitution of the 
- United States ; which aDnurnciatioa ishall be deemed a sQfiieient <ledam- 
tion of the persons Elected y^und that the said proceedings, togethet with a 
list of the votes, be entered on the Joiwrnals of the two Houses* 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 4re(wlutidn^bf^iHiamnaoug' consent ; 
■ and ■- ^^ ;-• ■-■■ ^■•' -/^. -':'■-.■ ^, ■■' \J ■- - ,•-, - ':;. 'i 

Resolvedj That they^ Concur thei^in, i > . - - 

On motion by Mr. Wall?er, ,- 

Ordered, That the teller on the part of the Senate he appoinied by the 
Paresident-pm teraporrj and ' 

Mr. Walker wai^appointedi 

Ordered^ Thsii iYiQ Secretary notify 4he House of Representatives ac- 
-cordingiy. - .-^^ •■ :- r ':. -^v -•, ■•;^: , .^ > '\ 

Mr. Atebison^froBiiibe Cpmnaitteexm Cfiflmmei^ 
the bill (H. R. 439) to organize a Territorial Gov^rntnenl in the Oreigon 
Temtory^ and for other purposes^ reptwied it with an amendieent. 

A message from the t^resident of the United Slates, by Mr. Waggamart: 

Mr, President : The Presid^it of ^le United States this day approved 
and signed an act (S. g4) confirming and assenting to an^etof the Legis- 
lalwre of Virginia, entitled *^ An act fnrther Ip amend ^ act incorporating 
the' Chesapeake and Ohio XJanal Cofio^any.-^ 

Ordered, That tiie Secretary hotity %he Hotise of Representatives ac- 
cordingly; : : 

The Senate p#o6eeded to consider the resolation, submitted ye^er^y by 
Mr. Johnson, for priming an additional namber of the map of Texas; and 
the blank having been filled with the word /Men,'^ the resolution, was 
agreed to. - : ; 

A niessage from ttie House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: ' ■• ' - ■ ^ -. • ^ • ., - - -.:,.:,. '.^ - .. .,,, , ..^. ;. , ;:., 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have |ms$^d the biUijx^ 
ihe Senate (8.66^) relating to re venue cutters and steamers. 

• They have passed the bill (S. 55) to quiet the titles to certain lots of 
land in the towns of Perry sburg and €roghansvilIe,ini the S^iate of Ohio, 
with an. amendment; in which they recjuest the concurrence of the Senate. 

They have passed bills of the following titles : 

Hi R. 601. An act to alter the coFpoTate limits of Georgetown ; 

H. R. 491. An act making appropriations for purrent and coatingent 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipuiatlons 
with the various Indian tribes, for the ^fi^scal year iCQnMaaencing on the 1st 
day of July, 1845, and ending on the /30ih day of June, 1846 ; in \vhich 
they request the concurrettce of the Senate, . : , . ; 

The resolution (S, 14) tO'Siispend apart of the 3d lection of the Joint 
resolution of the llth September, ia41, relating to urmories,^ having been 
reported by the committee correctly engrossed, was read, a third t^qae. ^ 
' i?€Wwerf, That this resolution pass* ^ 

- Orrferec^, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein, - 

^he resolution (S. 15) for4he relief of SethM. Leavenworth was read 
the second time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
On moti<m by Mr. Haimegan, ^ ^ 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
10 
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The Prerident pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the 8eoie - 
tary of War^ wade in compliance with a resolutiou of th<e Senate^ in rd«i- 
tion to contracts made for the removal of the Cfaoctaws east of the Missis- 
sippi river^and for the sobsistence of Indians after their removal; which 
was read, and ordered td be printed. 

Hie Senate proceeded to consider the amendment oi the House <4 Rep- 
resentatives to the bill (S. 53) to quiet the titles to certain lots of land in 
the towns of Perry sburg and Croghansville, in the Slate of Ohio 5 and. 
On motion by Mr. Phelps, 

Ordeteij That it iie on the table. 

The two bills this day received from the House of Representatives, for 
concurrence, were severally read the first and s^econd times by Unanimous 
consent. 

Order edy That the bill numbered 601 be referred to the Committee on 
the district of Coluirabra ; and that the^ hill Yiunfibered 491 be referred to 
the Cotomittiee on Finance. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S, 46) to reduce the 
rates of postage, to Hmit the use and. correct the abuse of the franking 
privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 0^ 
fice Department. ^ . .. 

The question recurring on the anaendmetjty proposed b>y Mr. Niles,in re- 
lation to the transportation 6f the maits on railroads. 

A motion was made, by Mr^.Huger, to amend the proposed amendtnent 
by striking out, in the 17th line, the words << two hundred dollars ;^^ahd, 
in lieu thereof, inserting "is now allowed by law ;*' and 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

On the question, to agree to the amendment as anaended. 

It was determined in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Bagby, to amend the. bill, by. inserting at the end of 

the 8th section, **and they shall have the right to frank written letters from 

themitelves during the whole year, as now authorized by Jaw'' — 

> t C Yeas 22 

It Was determined in the affirmative, ^ xr * ' * * ' * ' ' *, 

c -i^ays, . . . . . . 21. 

Oh nk)tion by Mr. Athierton,, 

The yeas and nays being desired by otierfifth of the Senators present^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, . . 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Colquitt, Crittenden, Evans, Foster^ Haiinega,n, Haywood, 
Johnson, Phelpd, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simnxons, Woodbridge. 

Those who v6ted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton, Breese, Btw^anan, Clayton, Daytony I)ickins0ny Efix, 
Fairfield, Francis, Henderson, l|fuger, Huntington, Janiagin, Mangura, 
Merrick^ Miller, NiI6s,Pearce, Sfurgeon, Upham^ Woodbury. 

On tootioHi, by Mr. Foster, to aillend the bill by inserting at the end of 
the 6th section the following : 

" Provided J That all deputy postmasters Miose compensation amount- 
ed during Ihe Jbrcal year ending ih$ Ihiriieth June^ one thousuHd eight 
hundred and forty -four y to not more than fifty dollarsy shall receive the 
same amount af compensation in future^s they received during the year 
aforesaid^ in all cases where the amount of postage collected at the re- 
spective offices amounts to so much ; and in cases where, /he amount of . 
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postage accruing ai any office umounis foiess than fi/ly dallarsj and 
tess than the compensation received by the postmaster /or the year a/ore- 
saidy he shall be entitled to the whole postage collected at his office^ or so 
much thereof as will make the amount qf the compensation received by 
him for the year aforesaid'^^ — 

/ It was determmed in the niegatiire, i XT ' * ' * ' • * / ^^' 

On motion by Mr. Foster, 

The yeas and nays being desired by oue-fifth of ithe Senators present, 

Th(^se who voted in the affirmittive, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, 6agby, Bayard, Benton, Bireese, Colquitt, Crittenden, 
Foster, Hoger^ Johnson, Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Mbrehead, Pearce, 
Rivfes, Simmons, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in th6 negative, aire, 

Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, 
^ Pickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Hannegan, Hay wood, Hunting- 
ton, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan7 Up- 
Wiii, Walker«, White, Woodbury. 

On motion, by Mr. Atherton, to amend the bill, section I, line 8, by in- 
serting, a£ler the word ^'conveyed/' ^^in the mail any distance not exceed- 
it^g fifty mtles, three cents; and conveyewdl any distance exceeding fifty 
^es"-- 

C Yea^ 17 

It was determined in the negative, i .^r ^ * * V ' * ' 29* 

^ _ On motion by Mr. Atherton, 

. The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative^ are, 

> Messrs. Alien, Atherton, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, Dickinson, Evans, 
JFairfield^ Francis, Huntington, Jamagin, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Upham, 
%^hite, Woodbury. 

T^hose who voted in the negative, ai-e^ 

Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Choate, Col- 
auitt, Crittenden, Dix, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, l&enderson, Huger, 
Ifbhiison, Lewis, McDuflSe, Mangum, Merrick, Pearce, Porter, Semple, 
"Sievier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walkei*, Woodbridge. 

The amendments made in Committee (if the Whole having been in part 
. concurred in, the biU was further amended. 
On motion by Mr. 3iohnson, 
Ordered^ that the bill lie on the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Pearce, the vote last ineritioned was reconsidered ; 
and the question recurring on the engrossmeirt of the bill. 
It was deternuned in the affirmative. . 
So it was 
Ordered^ That the bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

On motion by Mr. Johnson, 
Ordered, That the bill be printed. V 

On motion. 
The Senate adjourned* 



148 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. ^ iFeb^B. 

SATUBUAY, Fb»ruaby S, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Post- 
master General, showing, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
the number of failures of the mail to and from New Orleans within the 
last twelve months, the causes of such failure, atid the steps taken to in- 
sure the regular conveyance of tl^e mail ; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore presented a memorial of the Generstl Assem- 
bly of the State of Illinois, praying that a pension may be grantecl to 
Thomas Morgan, a soldier jn the last war with Great Britain ; which Was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The President pro tempore presented a memorial of John Stevens aiid 
others, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuatice 
of the franking privilege. 

Or(fcrcrf, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Jesse D. Elliott, praying tfi^ 
reimbursement of certain expenses to which he was subjected while com- 
mander-in-chief of the United States naval forces in the Mediterranean 
sea.' 

Ordered^ That it be referred to the Committee on Naval Afiairs. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Wayne county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an 
amendment to the naturalization laws of the United States; whicli was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
. On motion by Mr. Bates, 

Ordered^ That the petition of David Ames, on the files of the Senafe, 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Archer submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of discontinuing the establishment of a port of etitry 
at Dumfries, in the State of Virginia. 
On motion by Mr. Jarnagin, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 552) for the relief of the 
heirs of John Hart,^ deceased ; and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dischiarged from (iie 
further consideration of the memorial of citizens of Delaware for the erec* 
tion of a custom-house at Wilmington. 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whonj was 
referred the petition of John Russell, reported a bill (S. 120) in addition to 
the several resolves, ordinances,^ and ?icts of Congress, providing for or 
relative to the grants of bounty lands to the officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution upon the continental establishment ; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Rev- 
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olutionary Claims on the petitioii of the heifsof Thomas^. Peathy ; and, 
ift concurrence therein, 

Resolvedj That the prayer of the petitioners ought not to he grajitedy 
and that the same be denied. 

:Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 601) to alter the corporate limits of George- 
town, reported it without amendment* 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
ft)und duly enrolled the following bills : 

S. 64. An act to repeal an act for the better organization of the district 
coitrt of the United States within the State of Louisiana, and for other 
ptirposes. 

S. 66. An act relating to. revenue cutters and steamers. 

A message from the Hbuse of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Cl«k: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed the follow* 
ing bills and resolution from the Senate 4 
• S. 54. An act granting a pension to Geoige Whitten. 

S. 42. An act lor the relief of J. McFariane. 

S* 34. An act for the relief of Gid^gon Batchelder and othere. 

S. 19. An act for the relief of James Ritchie. 

S. 9. An act granting a pension to James Duffy. 

S. 7. An act for the relief of Mark Simpson. 

S. R. 14. A resolution to suspend a part of the 3d section of the joint 
resolution of the llth of September^ 1841, relating to armories. 

Sv R. 5* A resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. P. Thorn- 
ton, m the settlement of his accounts. 

The House of Representatives concur in the resolution passed by the 
Senate on the subject of examining the votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States j and 

Mr. Burke and Mr. Joseph R. IngersoU have been a4)pointed tellers on 
their part. 

The President of the United States approved and signed, the 5th instant, 
the bill (H. R. 521 ) to correct a clerical error in the act supplementary to 
an act to regulate arrests on mesne process in the District of Columbia, and 
to amend the title thereof. 

They have passed the folldwing bills and joint resolutions; in which they 
request they concurrence of the Senate : 

H* R* 106. An act further to extend the tieae for locating Virginia mili- 
tary land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to thq General Land 
Office. 

HvR. 152. An act for the relief of EllioU Smith and Nathan F^rns- 
wortb. 

H. R. 183. An act for the relief of Stanly White. 

H. R. 198. An act for thei^ relief of Ira Baldwin. 

H-*R. $63i An aet for the relief of Dunning R. McNair. 

H. R. 370. An act for the relief of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia* 

Hi R. 37S. An act for the relief of Joseph, Curwen, surviving partner 
of Willing & Curreo. 

H. R, 377. An act forttheiirelief of John. AdanpLS: and John; Adamsf, 
junior., - . -i: h --..'. -n . •. ;:^, ,,^- \r^^ • ..-_ -: ■:- 
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H. R. 379. An act for the relief af Harvey Bl Slagg^* 

H. R. 384. An act for the relief of Jacob Boston. 

H. R. 392. An act for the relief of Samuel Neeiy. 

H. R. 399. An act for the reUef of Bennet M. Delt. 

H. R. 404. An act for the relief of Elisha Nforrell^ administrator of 
Jo0eph Icard, deceased. 

H. R. 406. An act for the relief of the heirs of Adino Goodenough. 

H. R. 407. An act for the relief of Joseph and Lindsay Ward. 

H. R. 408. An act for the relief of William Gove'. 

H. R. 409. An act for the lelief of Lot Davis. 

H. R. 413. An act for the relief of Isabella Baldrige, widow of Cap- 
tain John Baldrige, deceased. 

H. R. 414. An act for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea. 

H. R. 415. An act for. the relief of Walker, Kinkle, &.Caru4hers^. 

H. R. 419. An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Alex- 
ander Mitchell. 

H. R. 421. An act for the relief of Edward A. Lambert. 

H. R. 427. An act for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts. 

H. R. 441. An act for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 

H. R. 457. An act for the relief of Susannah Scott, widow of Wiiliam 
Scott. 

H. R. 458. An act granting a pension to Richard Elliott. 

H, R. 459. An apt for the relief of Eliaabeth Fitch. 

H. R. 460. An act for the relief of Isaac Allen. 

H. R. 461. An act for the relief of Elijah Blodget. 

H. R. 475. An act for the relief of Philip Schwartztrawber, of Ohio, 

H. R. 476. An act for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

H. R. 477. An act for the relief of William Rich. 

H. R. 479. An act for the relief of the Bank of the Metropolis. 

H. R. 483. An act for the relief af William Gump. 

H. R. 484. An act for the relief of John Ficklin. 

H. R. 485. An act for the relief of Arthur R. Frogge, of Fentress 
county, Tennessee. 

a. R. 487. An act for the relief of Asenath Orvis. 

H. R. 511. An act for the relief of John H. Mcintosh. 

H. R. 512. An act for the relief of March Farrington. 

PL R. 513. An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted. 

H. R. 515. An act for the relief of Justin Jacobs. 

H. R. 516. An act for placing the name of Benjamin Allen on the in- 
valid pension roll. 

H. R. 517. An act for the relief of Harrison Whiston. 

H. R. 522. An act for the relief of the president and directors of thfe 
Dismal Swamp Canal Company. 

H. R. 525. An act for the relief of George Wentling. 

H. R. 531. An act for the relief of Jacob L. Vance, of Ohio. 

H. R. 532. An act for the relief of Charles R. Allen, of Richmond, 
Virginia. 

H. R. 534. An act for the relief of John P. Converse. 

H. R. 544. An act supplemental to an act for tl>e relief of John Hoi- 
linsworth, of Blount county, Alabama, approved 28th June, 1838. 

H. R. 545. An act for th^ relief of John Boyd. 

H. R. 553. An act for the relief of George B. Russell. ; 
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- H. R. 555. An act to ptiy Captain Jahn B. Growler's company of 
mounted volunteers, Tennessee militia. 

H. R. 556. Au act for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt. y 

H; R. 558. An act for the benefit of Joseph Craigmiles, of the State , 
of Tennessee. 

H. R. 559. An act granting a pension to John E. Wright. 

H. R. 560. An act for the relief of Daniel H. Warren. 

H. R. 561. An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. , 

H. R. 562. An act for the relief of Francis Summeraner. 

H. R. 578. An act for the relief of Joseph Watson. 

H. R. 40. Resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to pay any bal- 
ance that may be due the Shawnee Indians who served in the Florida 
war. ^ 

H. R. 67. Resolution for the relief of Sellers &*Pennock. 

I'he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the considietation 
of the resolution (S. 15) for the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth ; and no 
aniendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 
* Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and coir- 
rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preventicm of frauds 
on the revenues of the Post Office Department, having been reported by 
the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. MerHck, the bill was amended, by unanimous con- 
sent, by striking out the 16th section, and by extending the franking privi- 
lege to the ex-Presidents. 

On the question, ** Shall this bill pass ?*' 

C Yeas 38 

It wAs determined in the affirmative, j j^ « ' * * ' ' * '12' 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

The yeas and nays being desired by ohe-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in tjje affirmative, ate, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Huntington^ Jarnagin, 
Johnson, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Dpham, Walker, White, Woodbridge, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bagby, Clayton, Colquitt, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Phelps, Semple, Sevier. 

So it was 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Seixatie proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 81 ) providing for appeals in cases of bankruptcy ; and. 
On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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MONDAY, February 10, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, made in obedience to a resolution of the Sehate, 
showing the names of the depositories ot the public revenues, whether in- 
dividuals or corporations, and the amount on deposite in the hands of each 
at the close of each quarter during the year 1844, the conditions on whicli 
the deposites were made, and the reasons for the selection of any new 
depository; which was read, referred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The President, pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, accompanied by fifty-two copies of the Army 
Register ; which was read. 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of S. W. Northrop and others, citizens 
of the United States, praying that, in the event of the annexation of Texajs 
to the United States, measures maybe adopted for obtaining from the 
British Government the cession to the United States of her possessions in 
Canada. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. , 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of citizens of Webster, Massachusetts^ 
praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States. 

Orcferf flf. That it lie on the table. 

JV^r. Dix presented a petition of citizens of Richfield, New York, and the 
proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Skaneateles, New York, opposing 
the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Ordered^ That they lie on the tabk. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of Madison county, New York, 
praying the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia and the Territory of Florida; the discontinuance of the slave trade 
between the several States; the repeal of so much of the act of February 
12, 1793, as relates to the recapture of fugitive slaves; and the rejection 
of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the tJnited States, 

A motiou was made, that the petition be received ; and the same being 
objected to, 

Orc^erec?, That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of William Miller, a soldier in the 
last war with Great Britain, praying a pension : which, with his petition 
on the files of the Senate, was referred to the Committee on Pensions. . 

Mt. Niles presented a petition of citizens of Hartford, Connecticut, pray- 
ing the annexation of Texas to the United States and the adoption of 
measures[ for the occupation and settlement of the Oregon Territory. 

Orcfer^rf, That it lie on the table, 

Mr. Woodbridge presented six memorials of citizens of St. Clair county, 
Michigan, praying the adoption of measures for enforcing the revenue 
laws on the captains and owners of steamboats navigating the St, Clair 
river; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Chenango county, New- 
York, praying the adoption of measures for annexing the provinces of 
Canada to the United States. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dix presented a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the State 
of New York and other corporations and citizens of the city of New York, 
praying the establishment of a branch of th« mint of the United States in 
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thi^txitf ; which .wa3 referred to thp CpjpamiUee op Fina^cs^ and offered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Haywood presented a resolution, pasfied by the Legislature, of the 
State of North Carolina, requesting the Senators and Rej^esentatives of 
that State in Congress to use their influence to obtain a speedy settlemeoi; 
of the clainas of the Cherokee Indian^ residing in that St2i.te^ to <:onipensa- 
tion for illegal sales of their property by ageints of the United State?; which 
was referred ta the Con^mittee on Indian Afiairs, and ordered to ^^ printed. 

Mr. Haywood presented a memorial of the chiefs of the Chcrojcee. In- 
dians residing in the State of North Carplinar prayij}g compensation far 
their property illegally gold by agents of the^ United States ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs^and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Huger presented the memorial of the South Carolina Railroad Com^ 
pany, praying permission to import, free of duty, the pipes and neeessairy 
machinery for the construction of an atmospheric railway ;. w:hich.w«s re«^ 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed ta communicate, to the 
Senate any plan which he may have devised, or which may be in possesr 
sion of the Department of War, by the adoption of which greater faciUti^ 
of approach to and intercourse \^^ith the mineral ragiou of Lake Snpesrior 
will be aHorded, and its wealth and importance be mqre, fully developed, v 

Mr. Phelps, from the Comnouttee on Patents and the Patent O^Cj^ and 
to whom was referred the memorial of the administrator of William Wood* 
worth, reported a bill { S. 121) to extend a patent heretofore granted to > 
William Woodworth ; which. was read, and passed to the second reading* 
On motion by Mr. Bates, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Obadiah Bianding ; and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. , . 

Mr. JEvans, from the Committee 'on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
bill (S.86) granting a pension to Joseph Morrison, reported it with aniendr : 
raests, and submitted a report on th^ subject j which was ordei^d to Uq 
printed. 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committee on Printing, to whom {was referred a 
motipn for pirinting twenty thousand addhional copies of the. report of the 
Conimittee on Foreign Relations on the subject of the annescation of Texa$,: 
reported; - ; u 

Whereupon, 

pr&rerf. That twenty thousand additional copies of the said report ha 
printed for the use t)f the Senate. 

Ml*, Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whojai wa^ 
referred the bill (H. R.471) tQ give the assent of Congress to the sate or 
other disposition of certain salt spring lands heretofore granted to the 
StiUes of Michigan and Illinois, reported it with amendments^ 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whoni was 
referred the petition of Julius Eldred &Sons, reported a resolution (S. 17) 
concerning the copper rock of Lake Superior \ which was read, and passf 
ed to the, iBecond reading. . 

Mr. Bayard, from the CommUtee on Naval Affairs^ to whom was^ refer* 
red the bill (S. 76) providing for the establishment of a navali school,, re^ 
ported it without amendment. ; 
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Mr. Baj^rd ^Iso submitted a report on the subject ; winch was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DickinsiHi reported, from the committee, that they had exaiiiined 
and found duly enrolled the following bilk and resolutions : 

S. 7. An act for the relief of Mark Simpson. 

S. 9. An act granting a pension to James Duffy. 

S. 19. An act for the relief of James Ritchie. 

S. 34. An act for therelief of Gideon Batchelder and others. 

S. 42. An act for the relief of J. McFarlane. 

S. 54. An act granting a pension to George Whitten. 

S. R. 5. Resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. F. Thorn- 
ton, in the settlement of his accounts. 

S. R. 14. Resolution to suspend a part of the third section of the joint 
resolution of the 1 1th of September, 1841, relating to armories. 

The Senate proceieded to consider the resoUition. submitted by Mr. Bar- 
row the 4th instant, in relation to a chart of soundings along the gulf of 
Mexico ; and. 

On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following resolutions : 

S. e. Resolution to authorize the Attorney General to contract for copies 
of a proposed edition of the laws and treaties of the United States. 

8. 12. Resolution amendatory of the resolution, passed April 30, 1844, 
respecting the application of certain appropriations heretofore made ; and 
no amendment being made, they were severally reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution (S. 11) for distributing 
the work on the exploring expedition ; and having been amended, it was 
reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Tlie Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
following bills : 

H. R. 494. An act making appropriations for the service of the Post Of- 
fice Department for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846; 

H. R. 524. An act making appropriations for certain fortifications of the 
United States for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st day of July, 1845, 
and ending on the 30th day of June, 1846 ; and having been severally 
amended, they were reported to the Senate ; and the amendments were 
concurred in. 

Ordered, That the amendments be engrossed^ and the bills read a third 
time. 

The anaendments to the said bills having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, the bills were read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That the said bills pass, with amendments. 

Ordered, Th&X the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendments. 

Tlie Seriate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
biH (H, R. 4^2) inaking appropriations for the payment of revolutionary 
and other pensioners of the United States for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1846; and no amendment being made, it-was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

The said bill was read a third time. 
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i^e^ofecfl^ That Ibis bill pass. 

OrUeredy'Th^i the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill (S, 47) to provide for the ascertainment of claims of Americah 
citizens for spoliations prior to the 31st day of July, 1801, was read the 
second tinae, and considered as in Committee of ihe Whole, together with 
the amendment reported thereto ; and having been amended, on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Choate, the bill was reported to the Senate; and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 

On the question, " Shall this bill be engrossed, and re?d a third tinae ?'' 

?Yeas 26 

N V^ * * * * * * 15^ 
On mo:tion by Mr. Hannegan, 
, The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Ghoale, 
Clayton, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Huntington, Johnson, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, 
White, WoodbridgCy Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Colquitt, Dickinsoii, 
Dix, Hannegan, Huger, Lewis,^ McDuffie, Mangum, Tappan, Walker. 

So it was 

Ordered^ That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 75) to provide a bridge across the Eastern branch of the 
Potomac river, in the city of Washington, was read the second time, and' 
considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no amendment being made/ 
it was reported to the Senate. 

On the question, *« Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time?" 

C Yeas 2& 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ j^^ V ' * * V * * \ 

On motion by Mr. Niles, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate,' 
Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Hunt- 
ington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Portery 
Simmons, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge, Woodbury/ 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Breese, Clayton, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hay wood, McDuffie, Niles, Sevier, 
Sturgeon, Tappan. 

So it was 

Ordered^ That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
biU (S. 68) allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in the 
original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico, together with 
the amendments reported thereto; and having been amended, it was re- 
ported to the Senate. . 

Ordered^ That it be engrosjBed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (9. to) for the organization of a company of sappers, miners, and 
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poQtoniers; and no amendment being made, it was repotted to die Sen- 
ate. 

Orderedy That it be engrossed^ and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole,t he 
reijolution (H. R. 47) to change the name of the brig " Daniel Webster'* 
to *< Adela/* and the name of the schooner " Mary Fxands? to that of 
<* Isabella;'' and 

JBe*o/t?erf, That it be postponed indefinitely* 

Orderedy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac* 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 61) to authorize the making of permanent contracts for the trans- 
portation of the United States mail upon railroads ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

Orderedy That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution (S. 9) to regulate the 
making of contracts for the transportation of the niails over railroads; and 

Orflferfi^/, That it lie on the table. 

The following resolutions, having been reported by the committee cor- 
rectly engrossed, were read a third time : 

S. 15. Resolution for the relief of Seth M. Leavenworth, 

S. 6. Resolution to authorize the Attorney General to contract for copies 
of a proposed edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States. 

JResolvedy That the said resolutions pass, and that their respective titles 
be as aforesaid. 

iOrd0redj That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
R(^jesentatives therein. 

The fifty-nine bills and two joint resolutions yesterday received from the 
House of Representatives were severally read the first and second times 
by unanimous consent. 

Orderedy That bills numbered 373 and 379 be severally referred to 
the Committee on Finance; that bill numbered 152 be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce; that bills numbered 511 and 555 be refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs; that bills numbered 354, 
408>409, and 556, be referred to the Committee on Naval Aft'airs ; that 
bills numbered 404 and 437 be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; 
thp-t bills numbered 407 and 553 be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Afiairs; that bills numbered 106, IS3, 544, and 545, be referred Xo the 
Committee on Public Lands; that bills numbered 377, 399^ 419, 421,475, 
476,477, 517, 52«, 531, 532, and 534, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims; that bills numbered 392, 413/414, 457, 458, 459^ 460, 461, 483, 
484,485, 487, 512, 513, 515, 516, 525, 558, 559, 560, 561, 562 y and 578y 
be referred to the Committee on Pensions; that bills numbered 362, 415, 
and 479, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads ; 
thi^bills numbered 198 and 406 be referred to the Committee on Private 
Laad Claims; that the bill numbered 370 he referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia ; that the resolution H. R. 40 be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs ; and that the r^olution H. R. 67 be referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The Senate proceeded to iconsider the e^meadment of the House of Rep^ 
res^tatives to the bill (S. 53) to quiet the titles to certain lotsof land in 
thf. towns pf Perrysburg and Croghansvilleyiaihe State of Ohio ; and 

Besolved, That they concur therein. 
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Orderedy ThBLi the Secretary notify the House of' Representatives Eb- 
cordingly. 

The President pro tempore signed the two enrolled bHls (S. 64 and S; 66) 
reported to have been examined the 8th instant. ^ 

On motion. 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, February 11, 1845. ^ 

The President pro tempore presented additional documents in relatii^n 
to the petition of David Little : which were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Air. Dix presented two petitions of citizens of Onondaga county, Npw 
York, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance 
of the franking privilege. 

Ori/crerf, That they lie on the table. 

Mr. Dix presented the memorial of Hugh W. Dobbin, an officer in fee 
last war with Great Britain, praying arrears of pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Dix presented two petitions of citizens of the State of New York, 
praying the adoption of measures for effecting the annexation of the prov- 
inces of Canada ^ the United States. 

Orderedj That they lie on the table. 

Mr. Fairfield presented a petition of citizens of Bangor, Maine, prayifg 
the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 

Ordered f That it lie on the table. _ 

Mr. Woodbury presented the petition of Jane Hawkins, widow of atje- 
ceased naval seaman, praying, a pension ; which was referred to the Coiq- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented four i?aemwals of citizens of Butler county, 
Pejpnsylvajiia, praying the construction of a national road from some pQint 
on the Cumberland road to the harbor at Erie ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Bates presented a petition of citizens of Gosheq, MassaqbusjBtts, 
praying the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. 

Orrfererf, That it lie on the table. / . 

Mr. Bagby presented a memorial of the General Assembly of the State 
of Alabama, praying tjje location of the national foundry within the limits 
of that State ; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affaiip, 
and ordered to be printed, 

. Mr. Bagby presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the Staje 
of Alabama, setting forth their opposition to any amendment of the Co^- 
sthution of the United States restricting or abolishipg the veto pow^r;.!o 
all schemes for distributing the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
among thp States; to the tariff of: 184i^; and to tlje establishment of . a na- 
tional bank, as unconstitutional and inexpedient; and approving th^ impne- 
diate annexation of Texas to the United States;, the adoption of measures 
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for the ocenpatiotl sOid settlement of the Oregon Territory; and the reduc- 
tion of the tariff to a revenue standard ; which were read. 

Ore/cr^flf, That they be printed. 

Mr. Merrick presented the petition of True Putney and Hugh Riddle, 
praying compensation for work dotje on the pubHc warehouse in the city 
of Baltimore ; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Atchison presented a memorial of the General Assembly of the State 
of Missouri, praying the immediate adoptidn of measures for the occupa- 
tion of the Oregon Territory, and for extending to the inhabitants thereof 
tTie benefits 6T the laws of th^ United Stated, 

Ordered^ That it be printed. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an 
"kniiendrtient to the nSituraliiation laws of the United States; which was 
referred 16 the Committee 6n t'he Judiciary. 
On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged from the fur- 
th^ consideration of the memorials of citizens of Michigan, in relation to 
the enforcement of the revenue laws on the masters and owners of steam- 
boats navigating the St. Clair river, and that they be referred to the Com- 
'rifrittee oh Finance. 

On motion hy Mr. Johnson, 

Ordered, That the petition of John JSlillikm, Ann H. P. Lawson, ^nd 
Robert Ford, on the files of the Sefiate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pablic Lands. 

Mr. Merrick submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to report to the Sen- 
ate the names of all persons who have, since the 1st of Jatiuary, 1840, 
Veceived any stcick -of the United States, or of any State, or any scrip, money, 
Certificate, security, or other property belongir^ to the Chickasaw orphain 
or incompetent fund; .reciting the particular description of stock, scrip, 
ihori^y, certificate, security, or otheY property; the amounts, names, and 
dates, respectively, with the authority under which such payments were 
each made, and the consideration for such transfer. 

Mr. Choate submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate to the Sen- 
ate, if not inconsistent with the public interest, the instructions given to 
the late commissioner to China, and any tjorhni'uriications made directly to 
that (xoVernmetit. 

The President pro tempore laid before llie Senate a^report of the Secr»e- 
tary of War, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
the records of the magnetic observations inade at the observatory of the 
Girard College ; which Was read ; and 

Ordered, That it be printed, uad^r the directio«ii of the TopographiciSil 
bureau. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of War, made in compliamie with a resolution of the Senate, accom- 
panied by a report of a late mineral agent, relative to the copper mineral 
of Lake Superior ; which was read. 

The President pro temper^ laid before the Senate a comniiuilicatidnTrdm 
the Secretary of the Navy, accompanied by sixty copies of the Navjr Regis- 
ter for the year 1845 ; which was tead. 

Mr. Barrow, from the Committee on Military Affairs, snbmitted a re- 
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port, accompanied by aresblulicm (S/18) for tbe relief of Mrs. Mary W. 
Thampson ; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
.red the bill (H. R. 404) for the relief of Elisha Morrell, administrator of 
Joseph Icktdij deceased, reported it with attiendments. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Ashley asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 122) to grant to the State of Arkansas the Hot Springs reservation, 
in said State ; which was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Colquitt asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 123) to remit the duties on railroad iron in certain cases. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Johnson asked and obtained leave to bring in 
a bill (S. 124) to authorize repayment|for lands sold by the United States 
without authority of law ; which was read the first an^ second times by 
ntnanimous consent, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
CUims. , , 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterdfiy 
by Mr. Breese, relative to a plan, for a more easy access to the mineral 
region of the United States ; and the resolution was agreed to^ 

. A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Frenth, their 
Clerk: 

. .Mr. PresiderJH: The House of Representatives have passed bills of the 
following titles: ^ 

H. R. 50«. An act aijitborizing the President of the United States to is- 
sue patents for lots sold in the to\n^n of Mineral Point, in the Territory of 
Wisconsin; , > . 

H. R. 563. An act for the construction and improvement of certain roa<is 
in the. Territory of Wisconsin ; 

H. R. 564. An act to continue the harbor improvement already com- 
menced at the town of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin ; 

H. R. 5Q5. An act for the erection of a light-house on the western shore 
Y)f Lake Michigan, at the town of Southport, in the Territory of Vyiscoiisin; 
. H. R. 568. An act supplemental io an act entitled ^< An act for laying 
off the towns of Fort Madison and BurUngton^ iu the county of Des 
Moines, and the towns of Belleview, Dubuque, and Peru, in lheeoiinty.of 
Dubuque, Territory of Wisconsin, and for^otheJ^p.urposes,'^ approved the 
2d of July, 1836, and the amendatory act thereto, approved 3d March, 
1837; 

H. R. 592. An act providing payiiMsnt for certain military Service in 
Florida;. 

'H. R. 598. An act making appropriations for certain improvements in 
the Territory of Iowa ; 

H. R. 599. An act making appropriations for certain improvements in 
the Territory of Florida ; in which they request the concurrence of the 
Senate. ' . 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed six bills 
and two joiYit resohltions, 1 am directed lb bring them to the Senate, for 
the signature of their President. • 

The President pro tempore signed the six bills (S, 7, 9, 19, 34, 42, and 
54) and the two resolutions, (S. 5 and 14,) yesterday reported to have been 
examined ; and they w^e delivered to the qpmmittee, to be presented to 
the President of the United States. 

The eight bills this day received from the House of Represeatativ^^^^v^x 
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concur rence, were severally read the first and second times by unanimofu 
consent. ^ 

Ordered, That bills numbered 564 and 565 be referred to the Committe 
on Commerce; that bill numbered 5ii2 be referred to the Committee o 
Military Affairs ; and that bills numbered 506, 563, 588, 598f and 599, b 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 

The following bills and resolutions, having been reported by the con:> 
mittee correctly engrossed, were read a third time : 

S. 60. Bill for the organization of a company of sappers, miners, an 
pontoniers. 

S. 68. Bill allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise exported i . 
the original packages to Chihuahua and Sartta Fe, in Mexico. 

S. 75. Bill to provide a free bridge across the Eastern branch of the rive * 
Potomac, iq the city of Washington. 

S. 11. Resolution for distributing the work on the exploring expediti^i: 

S. 12. Resolution amendatory of the resolution passed April 30, 1844 
respecting the application of certain appropriations heretofore made. 

Resolved, That the said bills and resolutions pass, and that their title 
be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 47) to provide for the ascertainment of claims of American 
citizens for spoliations prior to the 31st day of July, 1801, having been te- 
ported by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 
On motion by Mr. McDuffie, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed to Thurs- 
day next. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. Phelps asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 185) to incorporate the Columbian Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany; which was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 440) for the purchase of certain copies of the History of Oregon, 
California, and the other Territories on the Northwest Coast of America; 
and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

bn the question, "Shall this bill be read a third time ?" 

C Yeas 30 

It was determined in the affirmative, < ^' to; 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Barrow, Bates, Baygnrdi ^Berrien, Choate. 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Hen*! 
derson, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Porter, Rives, Semple, Simmons, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Colquitt, Dick* 
inson, Dix, Fairfield, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Phelps, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Woodbury. 

So it was 

Ordered, That this bill pass to a third reading. 

The said bill was read a third time. 

ffMoftwrf, That this billpass. 
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Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
resolution (H. R. 63) aulhorizing the Postmaster General of the United 
States to contract with railroad companies in certain cases without adver- 
tising for proposals ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the 
Senate. 

Orrfercrf, That it pass to a third reading. 

The said resolution was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this resolution pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill (S. 119) providing for the purchase and distribution of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of the United States among the several States 
and Territories was read the second time, and considered as in Committee 
of the Whole ; and no afticndment being made, it Was reported to the 
Senate. . 

On the question, " Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time V^ 

C Yeas 26 

It was determined in the affirmative, j j^r yJ ' * ' * 19' 

On motion by Mr. Nilcs, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin; 
Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Porter, Rives, Semple, Simmons, Up- 
ham, W^hite, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Buobanauy Colquitt, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Haywood, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Phelps, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Woodbury* 

So it was 

Ordered, That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill (S. 77) au- 
lhorizing the appointment of assistant surgeons and assistant pursers iu 
the navy ; and having been amended, it Was reported to the Senate. 

On the question, "Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time V^ 

(T Yea<? 17 

It was determined in the negative, 5 t^^ ' 2\ 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, ; 

^ Messrs. Ashley, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate, Crittenden, Dickinson, 
Fairfield, Francis, Huger, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Rives^ Sim- 
mons, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Dix, Evans, Hannegan, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Lewis, Niles, 
Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham. 

So the bill was rejected. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 72) to provide for the transportation of the mail between the United 
: 11 
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States and foreign countries, together with the amendments reported there- 
to ; and having been amended, the bill was reported to the Senate; and 
the amendments were concurred in. 

Ordered^ That this bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 63) to confirm the title of a tract of land, in the Territory of 
Iowa, to the legal heirs and assignees of Julien Dubuque, deceased; and, 

On motion, by Mr. Phelps, that the further consideration of the bill be 
postponed indefinitely, • , 

C Yeas 1 9 

It was determim^d in the affirmative, ^ j^' ' * ' * 16* 

On motion, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative^ are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atherton, Bayard> Clayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fair- 
field, Francis, Haywood, Huntington, Lewis, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Upham, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benjtpn, Breese, Choale, Fos- 
ter, Henderson, Huger, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Morehead, White, 
Woodbridge. 

So it was 

Ordered, That the further consideration of this bill be postponed indefi- 
nitely. 

" The bill (S. 84) for the relief of the State of Michigan and of certain 
railroad companies was read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole ; and. 

On motion by Mr. Sturgeon, 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, February 12, 1845. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: ,,, ' 

Mr. President : I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of 
Representatives is now ready to recejye the Senate, and to proceed \r\ 
opening the certificates and in collating the votes of the electors for Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States. 

The two Houses of Congress, agreeably to the joint resolution, assem- 
bled in the Chamber of the House of Representatives; and the certificates 
of the electors of the several States were, by the President pro,., tempore, 
opened and delivered to the tellers appointed for the purpose ; who, hav- 
ing examined and ascertained the number of votes, presented to the Presi- 
dent pro tempore a list thereof, as follows : • 
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List of votes for President and Vice President of the United States for 
four years from, the 4th of Marchj 1845. 



1 


■ \ 




For President. 


For Vice President. 


•1 

1 


•-9 


i • 


^ 


k 


■s 


States. 




1 


s 1 • 


1*8 

li 


9 


Maine 




9 




9 




6 


New Hampshire - 


- 


6 


• — 


6 




13 


Massachiuetfts 


• 


„ 


12 


_ 


12 


4 


Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 






* 






tions 


- 


_ 


4 


_ 


4 


6 


Connecticut 


_ 


_ 


6 


_ 


6 


6 


Vermont - 


- 


„ 


6 


_ 


6 


36 


New York - - 


. 


36 


„ 


36 




7 


New Jersey 


- 


'- 


7 




7 


26 


Pennsylvania 


- 


26 


. 


26 




3 


Delaware - 


. 


_ 


3 


^ 


3 


8 


Maryland - 


V 


- 


8 


, _ 


8 


17 


Virginia - 


. 


17 


- 


17 




11 


North Carolina 


- 


_ 


11 


- 


11 


9 


South Carolina 


. 


9 


« 


9 


^' 


10 


Georgia 


- 


10 


- 


10 




.12 


Kentucky - 


. - 


- • 


12 


- 


12 


13 


Tennessee - 


- 


•, 


13 


« 


13 


23 


Ohio - . 


. 


« 


23 


_ 


23 


6 


Louisiana - 


_ 


6 


_ 


6 




6 


Mississippi - 


- 


6 


- - 


, 6 




12 


Indiana 


- 


12 


-. 


12 




9 


Illinois - - 


_ 


9 


„ 


9 




9 


Alabama .- 


. 


9 


« 


9 


' 


7 


Missouri 


• _ 


7 


« 


7 




3 


Arkansas 


_ 


3 


_ 


3 




5 


Michigan 


- ^ 


6 


. ■ . - 


6 




275 




170 


105 


170 


105 



The whole number of electors appointed to vote for President and Vice 
President of the United States is 275, of which 138 make a majority. 

The President pro tempore then announced to the two Houses the state 
of the vote for President of the United States> as delivered by the tellers, 
to be — 

For James K. Polk, of Tennessee - - - - - 170 

For Henry Clay, of Kentucky - - - - - 105 

And the state of the vote for Vice President of the United States, as de- 
livered by the tellers, to be — 

For George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania -, - - - 170 

For Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New York, (in the vote of Vermont 

described as of New Jersey) - - - - - 105 
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The President of the Senate pro tempore tben declared that James K^ 
Polk, of Tennessee, having a majority of the whole number of the elec- 
toral votes, was duly elected President of the United States for four years, 
commencing on the 4th day of March, 1845 ; and that George M. DaUas, 
of Pennsylvania, having a majority of the whole number of the electwrfi.1 
votes, was duly elected Vice President of the United States for four years, 
commencing on the 4th day of March, 1845. 

The Senate then returned to their Chamber. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, 
jointly with the committee appointed on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to ascertain and report a mode of examining the votes for Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States, and of notifying the persons 
elected of their election, reported : 

"That the joint committee, in further execution of the duties with which 
they were charged by the two Houses, have agreed to the following reso- 
lution, in which their committee recommend to the Senate to concur : 

" Resolved, That a committee of one member of the Senate, to be ap- 
pointed by that body, to join a committee of two members of the House 
of Representatives, to be appointed by that body, to wait on James K. 
Polk, of Tennessee, and inform him that he has been duly elected Presi- 
dent of the United States for four years commencing with the 4th day of 
March, 1845 ; and, also, to wait on George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, 
and inform him that he has been duly elected Vice President of the United 
States for four year^, commencing with the 4th day of March, 1845.'' 

The Senate proceeded, by imahimous consent, to consider the resolution; 
and 

Resolved, That they concur. 

On motion by Mr. Walker, » 

Ordered^ That the committee on the part of the Senate be appointed by 
the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Walker was appointed. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered^, That two hundred additional copies of the report of the Sec- 
retary of War, with the papers accompanying it, on the subject of the 
naagaetic observations made at the observatory of the Girard College, be 
printed for the use of the bureau of Topographical Engineers, and the 
printing eipbrace the period from 1840 to April, 1845. 

Mr. Huger presented the memorial of James Marsh & Son, shipwrights 
of Charleston, South Carolina, proposing to sell to the United States a 
floating dry dock,adiapted to the sloopsof war of the United States ; which 
wj^s read, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. White presented the petition of William C. Keen and others, pray- 
ing the repeal of the existing laws for the naturalization of emigrants to 
t^^ United States from foreign countries. 

, Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr.Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revohitionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of the representative of Henry King, submitted a 
Ui^port, accompaned by a bill (S. 126) for the relief of Henry King's repre- 
sentative. 
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The biH was read, and passed to the second reading; 

Orcfercif, l^hat the report be printed. 

Mr, Merrick, from the €omnaiittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 415) for the relief of Walker, Kinkle, 
& CaroChers, repotted it \^ithout amendment. 

Mr. Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roadfe, to 
whom the following bill and joint resolution were referred-^ 

H. R. 362. An act for the relief of Donning R. McNair ; 

H. R. 67. Resolution for the relief of Sellers & Pennock—^reportfed them 
without amendment, and that they*ought not to pass. 
On motion, 

llie Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, February 13, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a communk^tion 
from the Second Auditor of the Treasury, acconipanied by statements of 
the accounts of persons charged or intrusted with the disbursement or ap- 
plication of moneys, goods, or eflfects, for the benefit of the Indians, from 
the 1st of October, 1843, to the 30th September, 1844, with the names of 
all persons to whom goods, moneys, or effects, have been delivered within 
the same period. 

Mr. Miller presented the credentials of the honorable William L. Dayton, 
chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the State of New Jersey for the 
term of six years, commencing from and after the 4th day of March, 1845; 
which were read. 

Mr. Fairfield presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Maine, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their exertions to secure the annexation of 
Texas to the United States and the adoption of measures for the occupa- 
tion of the Oregon Territory. 

The resolutions were read. 

Ordered^ That they be printed. 

Mr. Atherton presented a petition of citizens of Greenfield, New Hamp- 
shire, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United Stales. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Niles presented a petition of citizens of South Norwalk, Connecti- 
cut, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance of 
the franking privilege. 

Orderedj That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of citizens of Green county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying the establishment of additional mail facilities on routes 
numbered 1635 and 1636; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of William Carman, a soldier in St. 
Clair's army, in 1791, praying a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. ' 

Mr. Buchanan presented the petition of Enos Stevens, praying that an 
appropriation may be made to test the practicability of a machine invented 
by him, called the legislative teller; which was refeiTed to the Committee 
on the Library. 
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Mr. Tapjpan presented a petition of citizens of the county of Cuyahoga, 
Ohio, praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States. 

Orderedy That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of Watertown, New York, 
praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dickinson presented the petition of Mary McN^lly, widow of a de- 
ceased naval seaman, praying a pension ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Tappan presented a preamble rihd resolution, passed by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Ohio, requesting the Senators and Representatives of 
thdt State in Congress to use their exertions to procure an appropriation of 
public land or monpy for erecting a court-house and jail in the county of 
Wyandot, in said State. 

Ordered, That they lie on the table, 

Mr. Bayard presented a petition of William H. Ivey and others, me- 
chanics and laborers employed in the United States navy yard at Wash- 
ington, praying compensation for their loss of time and work while await- 
ing the resumption of the operations of that yard, which had been sus- 
pended by order of the Secretary of the Navy in October, 1843; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Foster submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved^ That the Secretary of the Navy be required to report to Con- 
gress, at its next session, the present means of naval defences on the.Lakes, 
together with the best plan for providing for the ^^ general defence^^ in that 
quarter, whether by the ship canal of lUinoii? or otherwise. 

Mr. Bagby f ubmhted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved^ That, until otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting be 
11 o'clpck. 

On motion by Mr. Porter, 

Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of War on the mineral region 
of Lake Superior be printed. * ^ 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the following bills and joint resolution : 

H. R. 440. An act for the purchase of certain copies of the Hiistory of 
Oregon, California, and the other Territories on the Northwest Coast of 
America. 

H. R. 492. An act making appropriations for the payment of revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners of tlie United States for the year ending 30th 
June, 1846. 

S. 53. An act to quiet the titles to certain lots Of land in the towns of 
Perrysburg and Croghansviile, in the State of Ohio. 

H. R. 63. Joint resolution authorizing the Postmaster Genei-al of the 
United States to contract with railroad companies in certain cases, without 
advertising for proposals therefor. 

Mr. Dickinson reported, from the committee, that they had this day pre- 
sented to the President of the United States the following bills and joint 
resolutions : 

S. 7. An act for the relief of Mark Simpson. 

S. 9. An act granting a pension to James Duffy. 

S. 1 9. An act for the relief of James> Ritchie. 



Ftb. 13.] JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 167 

S. »34. An act for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others. 

S. 42. An act for the relief of J. McFarlane. 

S. 54. An act granting a pension to George Whitten. 

S. R. 5. Joint resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. F. 
Thornton, in the settlement of his accounts. 

S. R. 14. Joint resolution to suspend a part of the 3d section of the 
joint resolution of the 11th of September, 1841, relating to armories. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. Wagga- 
man : 

Mr. President : The Presidedt<6f the United States this day approved' 
and signed the following enrolled bills and enrolled resolutions: 

S 64. An act to repeal an act for the better organization of the district 
court of the United States within the State of Louisiana^ and for other 
purposes. • - 

S. 54. An act granting a pension to George Whitten. 

S. 42. An act for the relief of J. McFarlane. 

S. 34. An act for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others. 

S. 19. An act for the relief of James Ritchie. 

S. 9. An act granting a pension to James* Duffy. 

S. 7. An act for the relief of Mark Simpson. 

S. 5. Resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. F. Thornton, 
in the settlement of his accounts. 

S. 14. Joint resolution to suspend a part of the 3d section of the joint, 
resolution of the 11th September, 1841, relating to armories. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 377) for the relief of John Adams and John Adams, junior, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 399) for the relief of Bennet M. Dell, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of €laims, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 421) for the relief of Edward A. Lambert, reported it without 
amendment. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 101) explanatory of an act entitled "An act making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses ftf Government for the year 
1839," reported it with an amendment, 

Mr. Evans, from the' Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the South Carolina Railroad Company, reported a bill (S. 127) 
to authorize the South Carolina Railroad Company to import certain pipes 
and machinery free of duty; which was read, and passed to the second 
reading. ^ 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (H. R. 556) for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom 
was referred the bill (S.' 125) to incorporate the Columbian Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
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referred (he bill (S. 56) to amend an act, emitled ^^An act to qarry, into 
effect, in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing compacts with 
those States with regard to the five per cent, fund and the school reserva- 
tion^/' reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred tlie bill ($» 117) granting to the county of Wyandot, in t)ie State 
of Ohio, certain lots in the town of Upper Sandusky, reported it with 
amendment. 

Mr. Niles, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to, 
*whom the documents relating to the claim of Thomas Rhodes were refer- 
red, reported a bill (S. 128) for his relief ; which was read, and passed to 
the second reading. 

, Mr. Woodbury, from the Committee of Claims, to vfham was referred 
the petition of John Cocke, reported a bill (S. 129) for bis. relief ; which 
was read, and passed to the second reading. 
On motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Ordered, That tlie Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of John Carlow. 

Mr. Ashley, by unanimous c6nsent, asked and obtained leave to bring jn 
a resolution (S. R. 19) for the annexation of Texas to the United States; 
wbich was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Ordered, That it be printed. i 

/ The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 362) for the relief of Dunning R. McNair; and, 
On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

Ordered, That it be recommitted to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

The bill (S. 119) providing for the purchase and distribution of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court of .the United States among the several 
States and Territories, having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time. 

On motion, by Mr. Dayton, the bill was amended, by unanimous con- 
sent, by striking out <' sixty-five dollars," and inserting "sixty-two dollars 
and fifty cents.'^ 

On the question, " Shall this bill pass ?'^ 

C Yeas 21 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ XT g ...... ^^> 

On motion by Mr. Atherton, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, • 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Day ton, 
Evans, Foster, Francis, Huger, Huntingtoi?, Jarnagin, Mangum, Merriclc, 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, BentoUi Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Ilayvood, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Woodbury. 

So it was 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Ordered. That the Secretary request the concurrence of the Hou$e of, 
Repreaenliativ^^ th^r.^in« 

The bill (S. 72) to provide for the transportation of the mail between 
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the United States and foreign countries, having been r^ppyfed by the cpm- 
niittee cprrectly engrossed, was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pas8,^nd that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Order edt That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution (H. R. 46) fpr annexing 
Texas to the United States. 

On motion, by Mr. Archer, that the resolution be postponed indefi- 
nitely. ' 

A debate endued ; and. 

On motion by Mr. Buohanan, 

The Senate adjourned. 

fi'RID AY, February 14, 1S45. 

The PresideYit pro tempore presented resolutions, passed by the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, requesting the Delegate of 
that Territory in Congress to use his efforts to procure an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at the mouth of ilje Sheboygan river ; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

The President pro tempore presented resolutions, passed by the Legisla- 
• tive Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, requesting the Delegate of 
that Territory in Congress to use his exertions to procure the passage of a 
Jaw to provide for the extinguishment of the Indian title to the lands-lying 
north of the Fox river, in said Territory ; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. iVTerrick presented the petition of William W. Buchanan, a soldier 
in the revolutionary war, praying a pension ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Merrick presented the memoral of WilUam Duff, praying that a fur- 
ther examination may.be made into the merits of his invention for pre- 
venting the explosion of steam boilers ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Bagby submitted additional documents in relation to the petition of 
the Cherokee Indians residing in the State of North Carolina; which were 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr, Benton ^ presented a petition of citizens of the city of New York, 
praying the annexation of Texas to the United States, the adoption of 
measures for the occupation of the Oregon Territory, that the British Gov- 
ernment be urged to restore to the Republic of Guatemala that portion of 
her territory known as the Musquitb Shore, seized by agents of the British 
Government, and that the navy of the United States may be placed in a 
proper state of efficiency ; which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr. Fairfield presented the petition of Stephen Snow, a soldier in the 
last war with Great Britain, praying a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of Skaneateles, New York, pray- 
ing that provision may be n^ade for annexing Canada to the United States 
in any plan which may be adopted for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. 

Ordered, Thsii it lie on the table. 
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Mr. Dix presented a memorial of the common council of the dty of 
Rochester, New York, praying the construction of a fortification at the 
mouth of the Genesee river; which was referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

Mr. Dayton presented a petition of editors and authors, citizens of New 
York, praying that magazines and periodical publications may be placed 
on the same footing, with regard to postage, as newspapers. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Lewis presented resolutions, passed 4)y the Legislature of the State 
of Alabama, instructing the Senators and requesting the R^pfresentatives 
of that State in Congress to advocate the reduction of the price of the public 
lands within the linnts of that State ; which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. ^ 

Mr. Lewis presented a memorial of the Legislature of the State of Ala- 
bama, praying the passage of an ^ct granting to the Tennessee and Coosa 
Railroad Company the right of way over the public lands of the United 
States ; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Lewis presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Alabama, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives 
of that State in Congress to endeavor to procure the passage of a law 
granting to the citizens of Cedar Bluff, in the coupty of Cherokee, Alaba- 
ma, the right to enter the lands settled by them at the minimum price per 
• acre ; which were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Huntington presented a petition of citizens of East Hartford, Con- 
necticut, praying that Texas may not be aniiexed to the United States. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. , 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That the petition of the legal representatives of George Mayo, 
deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. Tappan, from the Committee on the Library, who were instructed 
to inquire into the subject, reported a resolution (S. 20) directing the, erec- 
tion of a bronze statue of Washington and the purchase of marble busts of 
the Presidents of the United States ; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

JMr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom the following bills 
were referred — 

H*. R. 475. An act for the relief of Philip Schwartztrawber, of Ohio ; 

H. R. 477. An act for the relief of William Rich ; 

H. R. 517. An act for the relief of Harrison Whitson — reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (H, R. 427) for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts, reported it 
without amendment. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (H. R. 564) to continue the harbor improvement already com- 
menced at the town of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was refer- 
red the bill (H. R. 565) for the erection of a light-house on the western 
shore of Lake Michigan, at the town of Southport, in the Territory of 
Wisconsin, reported it without amendment. 
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Mr/ Merrick, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was recommitted the bilj (H. R. 362) for the relief of Dunning R. 
McNair, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Huntingtofi; from the Committee on Commerce, to wt^om was re- 
ferred the memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Savannah, 
reported a bill (S. 130) making an appropriation for a custom-house at 
Savannah, in the State of Geoi^ia; which was read, and -passed to the 
second reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Gold, chief as- 
siiitant clerk : ' 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives Concur in the resolution, 
passed by the Senate, for the appointment of a joint coiiimittee to wait 
on James K. Polk, of Tennessee, and George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, 
and inform them of their election as Presideut and Vice President of the 
United States ; and 

Mr. Burke and Mr. Boyd have been appointed the committee on their 
part. 

The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. R. 497) for the ad- 
mission of the States of Iowa and Florida into the Union; in which they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed four enrolls 
ed bills, I am directed to bring them to the Senate, for the signature of their 
President. 

The President pro tempore signed the four enrolled bills (S. 53 and 63, 
H. R. 440 and 492) last reported to have been examined, and they were 
delivered to the committee, to be presented to the President of the United 
States. ' 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the 11th in- 
stant, on the subject of the instructions to the late commissioner to China ; 
and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the llth in- 
stant by Mr. Merrick, on the subject of the Chickasaw fund 5 and having 
been amended on the motion of Mr. Jamagin,and further amended on the 
motion of Mr. Foster, the resolution was agreed to, as follows: 

Besolvedy That the Secretary of War be^requested to report to the Sen- 
ate the names of all persons who have, since the 1st of January, 1840, 
received any stock of the United States, or of any State, or any scrip, 
moneys certificate, security, or other property belonging to the Chickasaw 
and Choctaw orphan or incompetent fund, reciting the particular descrip- 
tion of stock, scrip, money, certificate, security, or other property ; the 
amounts, dates, and names, respectively, with the authority under which 
such payments were each made, and the consideration for such transfer. 
And, further, that he communicate to the Senate whether at any time 
applications were made by the Chickasaw commissioners to have the 
amounts due to the incompetents and orphans of their tribe paid over to 
the respective claimants, and the answer of the department to such appli- 
cations; and also the decisions of the late Secretary of War, Mr. Poinsett, 
and of the subsequent Secretaries of War, in relation to said funds ; and 
that he furnish copies of such communications relative to the subject as 
may be on file in his department. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted 3resterday by 
Mr. Foster, in relation to the, defences of the Northern lakes; and the 
resolution was agreed to. 
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The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (S. 45) to organize a Government for the Oregon Territory, and for 
other purposes ; and, 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill (S. 51) to extend the National 
road to the city of Ahon, oh the Mississippi river ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Breese, 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 81 ) providing for appeals in cases of bankruptcy ; and, 
, On motion. 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be "postponed until to-- 
morrow. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill ( S, 74) for the relief of John S. Russwurm, heir and legal representa- 
tive of William Russwurm, deceased ; and no amendment being made, it 
was reported to tlie Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I herewith transmit certaih documents connected with the case of Silas 
Reed, and which were inadvertently omitted in the packet of papers Which 
accompanied my message to the Senate on this subject. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, February 14, 1845. 

The message was read. 

Ordered, That it be printed, in connexion with the message on the same 
subject. 

The bill (H. R. 497) for the admission of the States of Iowa and Florida 
into the Union was read the first and second times by unanimous con- 
sent. 

On motion, by Mr. Walker, that the bill be referred to a select com- 
mittee— 

A motion was made, by Mr. Evans, that it be referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

And the question being put on the motion, that the bill be referred to 

the Committee on the Judiciary, 

C Yeas 24 

It was determined in the aflSrmative, i j^j.^g ' ' ! * 83* 

On motion by Mr. Walker, 

The yeas and nays beiny desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis^ Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson^ 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Rives, Simmons^ Upham^ 
Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu* 
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chanan, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Huger, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, Woodbury. 

So it was 

Ordered, That the bill be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate. resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration of 
the resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States; and 

After debate, and the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

SATURDAY, February 16, 1845. 

.Mr. Francis presented the credentials of Albert C. Greepe, chosen a Sen- 
ator by the Legislature of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations for six years, commencing on the 4lh day of March, 1845; 
which were read, 

Mr. Dix presented the credentials of the honorable Daniel S. Dickinson, 
chosen a Senator by the Legislature of the State of New York, to rep- 
resent that State in the Senate of the United States, to fill the vacancy 
which Will occyr on the 4th day of March next, by the expiration of the 
term of service of the said Daniel S. Dickinson ; which were read. . 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of Chautauque county. New 
York, remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to the United States 
or the admission of any new slaveholding State into the Union. ' 

Ordered, That it He on the table. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of citizens of Marion coujity, Missouri, 
praying a repeal of the existing laws on the subject of naturalization; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Porter presented a petition of citizens of Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
praying that negotiations maj^ be opened between the Government of the 
United States and that of Great Britain, for the acquisition of the province 
of Canada. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Allegany county. New 
Yorkj praying tlie rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States, and that slavery may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition of members of the bar of Philadel- 
phia, praying the purchase by the Government of the reports of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court, and the distribution of the same among the 
States and Territories of the United States. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Crittenden presented the memorial of John F. Wilmott, executor of 
the estate of Robert Wilmott, deceased, prayiqg the payment of the interest 
due on the commutation pay of the deceased ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
On motion by Mr. Breese, 

Ordered, That the petition of George Gordon, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr, Crittenden snbmitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 
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Resolved^ That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of further extending the time given by the act of the 
19th of August, 1841, for locating Virginia military land warrants, and re- 
turning surveys thereon to the General Land Office. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved^ That the President of the United States be requested to in- 
form the Senate of the reasons which may have prevented him from com- 
municating copies of the correspondence, evidence, and papers, on file in 
the State Department, in the case of the owners of the brig General Arm- 
strong, called for by their resolution of the 8th ultimo. 

Mr. Woodbridge submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolvedy That the Secretary of the Treasury communicate to the Sen-, 
ate such information as may remain in the General Land Office or the 
Treasury Department, concerning the '^errors and frauds*' in the surveys 
of the public lands in Michigan, in townships north )jind west of Sagi- 
naw bay, alluded to in the last annual report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office ; that he transmit to the Senate copies of such me- 
morial) resolution, or other legislative act of the Legislature of Michigan, 
on the same subject, as. may remain in the General Land Office ; that he 
cause the Senate to be informed what progress may have been made in 
correcting those errors and frauds, or in resurveying the lands in question ;. 
and that he communicate to the Senate an estimate of the probable ex- 
pense of completing those corrections or resurveys. 

Resolved, further. That the said Secretary inform the Senate, on or be- 
fore the first day of the next session, of the progress made in correcting 
the errors and completing the returns of the survey of township 1 south,, 
range 7 east, in the same State, and an estimate of the damages sustained, 
if any, by individual piirchasers of lands within said township, by reason 
of such errors of survey or false or imperfect returns of such survey. 

Resolved, further, That the said Secretary inform the Senate whether ,. 
from the character of the country or from difficulty of access, there be any 
portion of the public lands along the borders of Lake Huron, or elsewhere 
in the State of Michigan, for the survey of which the rate of compensation 
affixed by law is inadequate, and what addition to such rate of compensa- 
tion in his opinion may be requisite. 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to in- 
form the Senate what quantity of the public lands have been reserved from 
sale in the State of Illinois, as mineral lands, south of the base line and 
west of the third principal meridian in said State, specifying particularly 
the sections and parts of sections so reserved, with the township and range 
in which the same are situate, and in what year the same were reserved^ 
and by what act of Congress. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, 
jointly with the committee appointed on the part of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to wait on James K. Polk and George M. Dallas, and notify 
them of their election as President and Vice President of the United 
States, reported : 

" That the committee had performed the duty assigned them ; and that 
the President elect, in signifying his acceptance of the office to which he 
had been chosen by the people, expressed his deep sense of gratitude to 
them for the confidence which they had reposed in him, and requested the 
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coramittee to convey to the respective Hoiises^of Congress assurances 
that, in executing the respbnsible duties which wotild devolve on him, it 
would be his anxious desire to maintain the honor and promote the wel- 
fare of his country. And that the Vice President elect, in signifying his 
•acceptan6e of the office to which he had been chosen by the people, ex- 
pressed his profound gratitude, aiid declared, that drawn uiHexpectedly by 
the generous suffrages of his fellow-citizens from the shades of private life 
into the full glare of official station, it was difficult to repress the solicitude 
that he might not be equal to the exigencies of so sudden a change ; but 
that, swayed by an ardent devotion to the high honor, true interest, and 
fast union of the American States, he would enter with zeal upon the du- 
ties assigned to him, in the hope of at least partially realizing the expecta- 
tions of those by whose confidence he had been honored/^ 

Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of A. P. Brittingham, submitted an adverse report ; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

» Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on N0.val Affairs, to whom was refer^ 
red the blh (H. R. 384) for the relief of Jacob Boston, reported it with- 
out amenament. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of Obadiah Blanding, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by the following resolution : ^ _ 
. Resolved, ThELt the petitioner be denied the relief prayed. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval^ Affairs, to whom was r,efer- 
red a resolution, submitted the 4th instant by Mr. Barrow, on the subject 
of engraving a chart of soundings, made by Captain Lcivy, from the South- 
-west Pass of the Mississippi to Galveston island, submitted a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Navy on the subject ; and reported that the 
resolution be disagreed to. ? 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution ; and 

On the question, to agree thereto. 

It was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Ashley, agreeably to' notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
joint resolution (S. 21) authorizing and requiring the issue of patents for 
certain lands granted to the State of Arkansas; which was read, and 
passed to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the 13tli in- 
stant by Mr. Bagby, fixing the hour for the daily meeting of the Senate at 
11 o'clock, until otherwise ordered. 

On motion, by Mr. Archer, that the ^further consideration of the jresolu- 
tion be postponed to Wednesday next, 

C Yeas 24 

It was determined in the affirmative, j |^_' ' * * * * 22' 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those \v\\p voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, White, 
Wood bridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashlciy, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Breese, Buchanan, 
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Dickinson, Dix, Fairfiel^, H^nnegan, Henderson, Lewis, McDiiffie, Mer- 
rick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury.. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: - 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed the follow^ 
ing bills, whi(A originated in the Senate : 

S. 39. An act to organize a new land district in the southern part of the 
State of Arkansas. 

S. 91. An act to amend the act entitled " An act to provide for the eir- 
Ustment of boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of enlistment 
of seamen." 

They have passed the following bills, in which they request the concur* 
rence of the Senate : 

H. R. 493. An act making appropriations for the support of the military 
academy for the year ending the 30lh June, 1846. 

H. R. 607. An act making appropriations for the payment of navy pen- 
sions for the year ending 30th June, 1846. ' 

H. R. 623. An act.to extend the provisions of an act passed .the^ 31st of 
May, 1844, entitled " An act to amend the judiciary act passed the 24th^ 
of September; 1789." 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill, on its third reading,^ 
(S. 47) to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to certain American 
citizens for spoliations committed on their commerce prior to the 3 1st day 
of July, 1801; and, 

On motion by Mr. McDufEe, 

Ordered^ That the further consideration of the bill be-postponed to Mon- 
day next. » 

Thte bill (S. 74) for the relief of John S. Russwurm, heir and legal rep- 
resentative of V^illiam Russwurm,. deceased, having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 
On motion by Mr. Jarnagin, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed to Mon- 
day next. ' 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration ' 
of the resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States; and 

After debate, 

On motion by Mr. Choate, 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, February 17, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of War, communicating, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, information, in the possession of the department, of the n^ost practica- 
ble mode of facilitating the approach to the mineral, region of Lake Supe- 
rior, and developing its wealth and importance ; which was read. 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbfidge, that it be printed, 

Ordered, That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Dix presented a ^petition of citizens of Livingston county. New 
York, praying a reduction of -the rates of postage and the discontinuance 
of the franking privilege. 

Ordered^ Thai it lie on the fable. 
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Mr. Dix presented a petition af citizens of Chenapgo county, New York, 
'praying that Texas may not be annexed to the United States, except 
upon the. conditions therein specified ; that slavery in the District of Co- 
laoibia, and the slave trade between the several States, may be abolished; 
thai the laws of the United States now in force within their Territories 
may be extended over the Oregon Territory ; and that measures may be 
adopted for securing to the United States the acquisition of the provinces 
of Canada. 

A motion being made, that the petition be received ; and the same be- 
ing objected to, 

Orderedy That the motion lie on the table. 

Mr. Dix presented a memorial of James McKown and others, members 
of the judiciary and bar of the State of New York, praying the distribu- 
tion by the Government of the reports of the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States among the several States and Territories. 

Orderedy That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Evans presented a petition of citizens of Leeds, Maine, praying the re- 
jection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the United States. 
• Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Huntington presented a petition of citizens of Burlington, Connecti- 
cut^ praying the rejection of all propositions for the lannexation of Texas 
to the United States. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
an amendment .of the naturalization laws of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Tappan presented the proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Perry 
county, Ohio, in favor of the adoption of measures for the occupation and 
settlement of the Oregon Territory and. the annexation of Texas to the 
United States; which were read. 

On motion, by Mr. Tappan, that they be printed, 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. Ashley presented a petition of citizens of Bradley county, Arkansas, 
praying the establishment of a mail route from Columbia to Eldorado, in 
that State ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Oflice and 
Post Roads. , 

Mr. Dickinson presented the proceedings of the Chamber of Conamerce 
of New York, in favor of an appropriation for improving the navigation of 
the Hudson river. 

Ordered, That they lie on the table. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Oiisco, New York, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance of the 
franking privilege. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Erie county. New York^ 
praying that in any plan *which maybe adopted for the annexation of 
Texa^ to the United States, a provision may be incorporated for including 
the provinces of Canada. ., - 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. i 

On motion by Mr. Dix, ,i 

Ordered, That Hugh W. Dobbin and John H. Sherburne have leave to 
withdraw their petitions. 
13 
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Mr. Fairfield submitted the following resolution, whiefa was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the President of the United States be requested to in- 
form the Senate, if not incompatible with the public interest, what meas- 
ures, if any, have been taken by the Government of the United States 
to obtain redress from the British Government for the illegal capture of the 
fishing schooner Argus, of Portland, and other American vessels engaged 
in the fisheries, under a pretended infraction of the convention of 20th 
October, 1818. 

On motion, by Mr. Choate, that there be printed an additional number 
of the message of the President of the United States communicating an 
abstract of the treaty between the United States and the Chinese Empire. 

Ordered^ That the motion be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

On motion by Mr. Lewis, and by unanimous consent, 

JResolvedy That the ex-President of the Republic of Texas be admitted 
on the floor of the Senate. 

Mr. Bag by, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 563) for the construction and improvement of certain roads 
in the Territory of Wisconsin, reported it without amendment. ' 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 419) for the relief of the legal representatives of Alexander 
Mitchell, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 457) granting a pension to Susannah Scott, widow of William 
Scott, reported it without amendment; and that the bill ought not to pass, 

Mr. Dix, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 559) granting a pension to John E. Wright, reported it with an 
amendment. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported a bill (S. 131) 
for the payment of certain arrearages equitably due to the Stockbridge na- 
tion of Indians, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Niles, from the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 479) for the benefit of the Bank of the 
Metropolis, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom wais 
referred the petition of John Baldwin, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Jarnagin, from the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to whom 
was referred the petition of Francis Sumter, administrator de bonis non 
of General Thomas Sumter, submitted an adverse report ; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of a number of the officers and crew 
of the United States frigate Cumberland, and from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Mary McNelly. 

The resolution (S. 19) for the annexation of Texas to the United States 
Wiw jnead the second time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; 
sftod having been amended, on the motion of Mr. Ashley, by striking out 
all after the enacting clause, and inserting a proposed substitute — 

Ordered^ That the resolution lie on the table, and th^t the substitute be 
printed. 
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The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. John- 
son, in relation to the correspondence in the ca«e of the owners of the brig 
Getieral Armstrong ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the 15th in- 
stant by Mr. Breese, in relation to thie reserved mineral lands in Illinois ; 
and the resolution was agreed to. 
' The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Woodbridge the 15th instant, in relation to errors apd frauds in the surveys 
of public lands in Michigan ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives concur in. the resolution 
(S. 11) for distributing the work on the exploring expedition, with amend- 
ments ; in which they request the concurrence 6( the Senate. 

The House of Representatives concur la the bill (S. 114) restricting the 
grant of pensions in certain cases ; in which they request the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

Mr. Bagby, from the Committee on Territories, to whom was referred 
the bill (H.R. 588) supplemental to an act entitled "An act for laying off 
the towns of Fort Madison and Burlington, in the county of Des Moines, 
and the towns of Belleview, Ditbiique, and Peru, in the county of Dubuque, 
Territory of Wisconsin, and for other purpbses," approved the ad-of July^ 
1836, and the amendatory act thereto, approved March 2, 1837, reported 
it without amendment. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Isaac Garretson, reported a bill (S. 132)' for the relief of 
John R. Bryan, administrator of Isaac Garretson, late a purser in the 
United States navy; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

The three bills yesterday received from the House of Representatives, 
for concurrence, were severally read the first and second times by unani- 
mous consent. 

Orderedy That the bills numbered 493 and 607 be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance ; and that the bill numbered 623 be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill (S. 101) explanatory of an act entitled ^^ An act making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of GovAnment for the year 
1839^^ was read the second time, and considered ^s in Committee of the 
Whole, together with the amendment reported thereto ; and having been 
amended, it was reported to the Senate ; and the amendment was concur- 
red in. 

Ordered^ That the bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The bill (S. 127) to authorize the South Carolina Railroad Company to 
import certain pipes and machinery free of duty was read the second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole *, and having been amended, 
it was reported to the Senate ; and the amendflnent was concurred in. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole : 

S. 93. A bill for the relief of the legal riepresentatiVes of George Duval ; 

S. 96. A bill for the payment of the 4th regiment of the 2d brigade of 
the 3d division of the Vermont militia, for serviced at the battle of Platts- 
burg; 
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S. 97. A bill for the relief of J. Throckmorton; 

S. 100. A bill to amend the act entitled ^^ An act making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending the 30th day of June, 1845;'' and 
no amendment being made, they were reported to the Senate. 

Ordered J That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Gommittee of the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 556) for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt ; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. . 

The said bill was read a third time. 

J?wo/t;cflf, That it pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify th^ House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the resolution (S. 11) for distributing the work on the ex- 
ploring expedition \ and. 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

Besolvedf That they concur therein. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider th^e amendment of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill (S. 114) restricting the grant of pensions in certain 
cases ; and. 

On motion by Mr. Bates, 

i?c«o/t?e//. That they concur therein. 

Orflfererf, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. , 

The following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, were read a third time : 

S. 101. A bill explanatory of an act entitled ^' An act making appropri- 
ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for tte year 
1839.'^ 

S. 137. A bill to authorize the South Carolina Railroad Company to im- 
port certain pipes and machinery free of duty. 

Besolvedf That the said bills pas9, and that their respective titles be as 
aforesaid. • 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States^ 
and 

After debate, and this consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjoiirned. 

. TUESDAY, FBMI0ART 18, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a rejport of the Secro' 
tary of the Treasury, in further compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, in relation to the substitution of gas for oil in the light-houses of the 
United States; which wa9 read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report pf the Secre« 
tary of the Navy, accompanied by a report of Lieutenant J. M. GilUss^ 
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on the erection of a building, in Washington, as a depot for charts and in- 
struments; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. Merrick submitted an additional document in relation to the peti- 
tion of William W. Buchanan; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. White presented a petition of citizens of Danville, Indiana, praying 
a reduction of the rates of postage and the discontinuance of the franking 
privilege. . 

Grrfererf, That it lie on the table, 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of dtizens of Herkimer coimty, New York, 
praying a reductioh of the rates of postage and the discontinuance of the 
franking privilege. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table, 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of Salem, New York, praying 
the rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 

0>'flftfrerf, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Pickinson presented a memorial of membprs of the Legislature of 
the Stat^ bf New York, praying tjie distribution by law of the reportii of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States among thJe States 
and Territories. 

Orrfer^e/, That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Stuigeon preserited documents in relation to the claim of Thomas 
Hall, a revolutionary soldier, to a pension ; which were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

MrvMerrick presented thememorial of Birckheadand Pearce,njerchants 
of Baltimoxe, Maryland, praying a remission of the duties on an importa- 
tion of guano ; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Archer presented a memorial of citlaefls of St, Louis, Missouri, pray- 
ing a repeal of the existing laws on the subject ^f naturalization; which 
was referred to theCommiuee on the Judiciary, / 

Mr. Tappan presented a memorial of citizens of the county of Wyandot, 
Ohio, praying a grant of land to that county, for the erection of public 
buildings at the seat of justice thereof. 

Orflfer^cT, That it lie on the table. 
On motion by Mr. Merdck, 

Orderedj That Esther Turner, widow of Norman Burroughs, have leave 
to withdraw the documents relating to her claim. 
On motion by Mr. Morehead, 

Ordered J That the Committee on the Library be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill (S. Ill) to amend the joint resolution, ap- 
proved June 15, 1S44, in relation to collecting, arranging, and classifymg 
statistical information, and that it be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Dayton submitted the foUowingresolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to-. 

Resolved^ That the Committee on the Library be instructed to inquire, 
forthwith, whether a case of books has been forwarded within the past 
year by the French Chamber of Deputies, or any other department of the 
French Government, for the use and benefit of the Government of the 
United States; aild, if so, that the committee immediately procure posses- 
sion thereof, and deposits the same in the Congressional Librafy. 
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Besolvedf/utiher^ That, upon^he receipt of said books, the Committee 

on the Library be directed to acknowledge the Same -in proper terms; and 
that they indicate the high sense entertained by this Government of the 
courtesy which prompted their presentation. 

Mr. Woodbridge submitted the following resolution, which ^as consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: ' . 

Resolved, That fifteen hundred additional copies of the report of a geo- 
logical exploration of a part of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois, by David 
Dale Owen, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, together 
with the maps and illustrations belonging thereto, be furnished for the use 
of the Senate, provided that the charge be alone for the paper, press work, 
and coloring. 

Mr, Dickinson reported, from the comtnittee, that they bad examined 
and found duly enrolled the following bills and resolution : 

S. 39. An act to organize a new land district in the southern part of the 
State of Arkansas. 

S. 91. An act to amend the act entitled ** An act to provide for the en- 
listnaent of boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of the enlist- 
ment of seamen. '* . 

S. 114. An act restricting the grant of pensions in certain cases. 

S. 11. Resolution for distributing the work on the exploring expedi- 
tion. 

On motion by Mr. White, 

Ordered J That the Committee on Indian Affair^ be discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of John Dillard, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. ' 

- Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Aflairs, to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Jesse D. Elliott,^ubmitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill (S. 133) for his relief. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading, 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom wa» 
referred the bill (H. R. 106) further to extend the time for locating Vir^ 
ginia military land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to the General 
Land Office, reported it without amendment. \ y 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Affairs,.to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of Catlin, Peoples, & Company, submitted a report, a<i^ 
companied by a bill (S. 134) for their relief. 

The bill was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Ordered^ That the report be printed. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Aflairs, to whom Was refer- 
red the petition of William Henson, reported-a bill (S. 135) for his relief ; 
which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. White frpm the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was refer- 
red the memorial of William H. Thomas, reported a bill (S. 136), for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to the second reading. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred 
the petition of Ellison Williams, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred a memorial of Silas Meacham, Submitted a report, accompanied by 
a resolution (S. R. 22) relative to Silas Meacham's improved mode of con- 
structing lamps atid reflectors in the light-houses of the United States. 
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Thd resolution vits tead; add passed to the second reading. 

Ordered^ That the report be printed. - 
On motion by Mr. Bates, 

Ordered yHh^X the Committee on Pensions b^ discharged from ^he fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of WilHam Miller. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 

bill (S. 117) granting to the county of Wyandot, in the State of Ohio, cer- 

^ tain lots in the town of Upper Sandusky, together with the amendment 

reported thereto ; and having been amended, it was reported to the Seii* 

^te ; and the amendment was concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report of the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims on the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby; 
and, 

On motion by Mf, Morehead, 

Ordered, That it lie on tht^ table. 

The following bills, having bfeen reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, were read a third time : 

S. 96. A bill lor the payment of the 4th regiment in the 2d brigade of 
the 3d division of the Vermont militia, for services at the battle of Platts- 
burg. 

S. 97. A bill for the relief of J. Throckmorton. 

S. 100. A bill to amend the act entitled << An act making appropriations 
for the naval service for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of Jun^, 
1845.'' 

S. \0%. A billto authorize a relocation of land warrants numbered 3, 
4, and 5, granted by Congress to General Lafayette. 

Resolved, That the said bills pass, and that their respective titles be as 
aforesaid. ^ [ 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill, on its third reading, 
{S. 74) for the relief of John S. Russwurm, heir and legal representativei 
of William Russwurm, deceased 5 and. 
On motion by Mr. Tappati, 

Orfl^crcflf, That it lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: ^ 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. 
R. 438) to regulate the pay of the army of the United States, and for other 
purposes; in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill last mentioned, from the House of Representatives, was read 
the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

I'he Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States; and 

After debate. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY, FBMxrxRT W, 1846. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, acconapanied by a table of articles free and 
subject to duty, with the value and rates of duty, imported from the 30th 
June, 1843, to 30th July, 1844; which was read. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, / 

Ordered^ That it be printed, and that oi^e thousand copies, in addition 
to the usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Choate presented a petition of citizens of Erie county, New York, 
praying that in any plan which may be adopted for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, a provision majr be incorporated for including 
the provinces of Canada. ^ 

Ordered, Thsit it lie on the table. 

Mr. Atchison presented a memorial of the General Assembly of the 
State of Missouri, praying that the southern boundary line of the Terri- 
tory of Iowa may be made to correspond with the northern boundary of 
the^State of Missouri, before that Territory is admitted into the Union as a 
State ; which wds ordered to be printed. 

Mr. bix presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the State of 
?!few York, instructing the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
that State in Congress to use their efforts to insure the passage of the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage, and to limit the use and correct the. abuse 
of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues 
of the Post Office Department ; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr, Barrow presented the petition of the widow of James R. Putnam, 
deceased, praying that the Secretary of War may be directed tp cause ap 
examination to be made into the merits of a ploughing and dredgiiig ma- 
chine invented by her late husband, and, if approved of, that her patera 
right may be purchased by the United States, 

Orflferefl?, That it lie on the table. , ' 

Mr, Miller presented resolutions, passed by the corporate authorities of 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, and a memorial of citizens ojf 
the same place, remonstrating against the bill to alter the corporate limits 
of Georgetown ; also, a petitior^ of citizens of the same place, praying the 
passage of the said bill. 

Orrfer^rf, That iliey lie on lhe« table, 

Mr. Merrick presented a petition of citizens of Montgomery county, 
New York, praying the reduction of the rates of postage and the discon- 
tinuance Of the franking privilege. . 

Ordered f That it lie on tlie tab}e. 

Mr. Allen i^ubmitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolvedp That the special order of the day be hereafter called by the 
. Chair at 11 o'clock, A. M., until otherwise ordered. , 

A message from the Hous^ of Repre3eiitatives, by Mr. French, t^eir 
Clerk: 

Mr, President : The Speaker of the House of Representatives having 
signed four enrolled bills and an enrolled resolution, I am directed to bring 
them to the Senate, for the signature of their President, 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. 556) for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt. 
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On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Military Affairs be discharged from 
the consideration of the memorial of the common council of the city of 
Rochester, New York, pre$ented the 14lh instant; from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of the General Assembly of ther State of Ala- 
bama on the subject of a national foundry 5 and from the further consid- 
eration of the documents relating to the pay and emoluments of certain 
military storekeepers, presented the 5th and tth instant, and the resolu- 
tion of the Senate on thfe subject. 

Mr. Qrittenden, from the Comtnittee on Military Affairs^ to "whom the 
following bills were referred — 

H. R. 511, An actfor the relief of John M. Mcintosh; 

H. R. 555. An act to pay John Bi Crozier's company of mMinted volun- 
teers, Tennessee militia — reported the sarrie without amendment. 

Mr. Evans, from the Conamittee on Finance^ to whom T^as referred the 
bill (H. R. 607) making appropriations for th04)ayment of navy pensions 
for the year ending 30th June, 1846, reported it without anaendment. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, jto whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 373) for the relief of Joseph, Curwen, surviving partner of Wil- 
ling & Curwen, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Evans also submitted a report on th(S subject ; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Evans, from the Comniittee on Finance, to whom was Referred the 
bill (H. R. 379) for the relief of Harvey & Slagg, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report on the subject j which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of William W. Buchanan, submitted an adverse report ; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims^ to whom the following bills 
wer« referred — ^ ' 

H. R. 522. An act for the relief of the president and directors of the Dis- 
mal SwAmp Canal Company ; 

H. R. 531. An act for the relief of Jacob L. Vance, of Ohio ; 

H. R. 532. An act for the Relief of (Charles ^. Allert, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia; 

H. R. 534. An act for the relief of John P. Converse— reported them 
severally without amendmenti 

Mr. Barrow, by unanimous consent, asked and obtained leave to bring 
in a resolution (S. R. 23) directing an examination of Putnam's ploughing 
and dredging machine; which was read the first and second times by 
tmanimous consent. 

, Mr. Johnson^ agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to, bring in 
tiibiU (S. 137) supplementary tp an act to repeal "An act for the better 
brganization of the district court of the United States within the Sta^e of 
Louisiana," and for othet purposes, approved February 13, 1 §45; which 
was read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred, to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted tliel3jth in- 
stant by Mr. Ba^by, to change the hour for the daily meietiijg of the 
Senate. - .\ ' . 
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Oa motion, by Mr. AUen^ that the resolution be amended by" striking out 
v"eleve^/^and inserting "ten," 

C Yeas S2 

' It was determined in the affirmisitive, j j^a.vs ' ' ' ' ' * 21' 

On motion by Mr. Allen, . 

The yeas and nays being desired by one*fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen^ Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, 
Colquitt, Dickinson^ Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Huger, McDuffie, Merrick^ 
Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury* 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Foster, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Simnapns, Upham, White^ Woodbridge. 

So the proposed amendment was agreed to. 

On the question^ to agree to the resolution as amended, 

C Yeas ' ^ 26 

It was determined in the affirmative, ixr tJ * ' ' * ' ' oa' 

' . i^'^^J^i • • • •• « • «v. 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

The yeas and nays bein^ desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affii'mative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan^ Cplguitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Foster,. Hannegan, Huger, 
Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles, Sempte, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, White, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, ar^, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, 
'Dayton, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter^ Simmons, Upham, IVoodbridge. ^ 

So it was 

Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting b^ 
ten o'clock, A. M. . 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the resolution (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States; and 

After debate, 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, Februart 20, 1845. 

The following message was received frdm the President of the United 
States, by Mr, Tyler, his secretary : , ' 

7h the Senate df the United Stales : 

In answer to the resolution of the Senate of the llth December, 1844, 
requesting the President **to lay before the Senate, if in his judgment 
that may be done without prejudice to the public interest|8, a copy of any 
instructions which may have been given by the Executive to the Attieri- 
can minister in England, on the subject of the title to and occupation of 
the Territory of Oregon, since the 4th day of March, 1841 ; also, a copy of 
any correspondence which may have passed between this Government 
and that pf Great Britain, or between either of the two Governments and 
themiuister of the other, in relation to that subject, since that time,'M 
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have to say that; in my opinion, as the negotiation i« «till pending, the in<^ 
formation sought for cannot be communicated without prejudice to the 
public service. ^ 

I deem ir, howeyer/proper to add, that considerable progrei^ has been 
made in the discussion, which has b^h carried on in a very amicab|e 
sj^irit between the two Governments; and that there is reason to hope 
that it may be terminated) and the negotiation brought to a close, within a 
short period. 

I have delayed answering the resolution, under the expectation, ex- 
pressed in my anndaL message, that the negotiation would have been ter- 
minated before the close of the present session of Congress, and that the 
information called for by the resolution of the Senate might be commu- 
nicate. >. . - 

JOHN TyLER. 

Washington, i%6r«ary 19^1845. 

The message was read. 

Orrfercrf, That it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
handprinted. 
. Mr. Clayton presented resolutions, passed by the Legislature of the State 
af Delaware^ in opposition to the annexation of Teabas to the United States; 
which AKrere r0ad. \ 

Orderedy That they lie on the table. 

Mr. Huntington presented a petition of citizens of Durhim and Middle- 
field, Connecticut, praying the rejection of ail propositions for the annexfl- 
tion of Texas to the United States. 

Orderedy That it lie un the table.. 

Mr. Huntington presented a petition of William A. Wellman and others, 
praying that the Secretary of the Navy may be authorized tp purchase, for 
distribution among the seamen in the navy of the United States, a publi- 
cation called the " Sheet Anchor ;^' which was referred to the Cothmittee 
on Naval Affairs. , 

Mr. Bates presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the State 
of Massachusetts, in favor of a more general distribution of the reports of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court among the judicial tribunals and public 
institutions of the States and T^ritories. 

Orrfererf, That it lie on the t^ble, 

Mr. White submitted documents relating to the claim of Thoinpson Bar- 
nett to compensation for services in carrying the mail ; which were reifer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion, by Mr. White, that the vote on agreeing to the resolution fix- 
ing the hour for the daily meeting of the Senate at ten o'clock, A. M.^ be 
reconsidered— 

C Yeas S5 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ j^^' ' ' ' ' ' * g^* 

On motion, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien> Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster^ Francis, Huntington, Jarn^gin, Johnson, 
Mangum^ Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, tJ'phani, 
Whit^, Woodbridge. 
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'■■ "those wjio voledJn the nBgativ6^ar&^ 

Messrs. AUen^ Ashley, Atcbison, Atherton^ Bagby, Breeae, Buchanan, 
Colquiit, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hiiger, Lewis, Merrick, 
Semple, Sevier^ Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 

The Senate resumed the consideration df the [$aid resolvttion y and hav- 
jng been amended by^ unanimous consent^ it was agreed to, as follows : 
, Besolvedy That, until otherwise ordered^ the daily hour of ineeting be 
11 o'clock^ A. M. 

Mr. Sima¥>QS, from the Committee on printing, reported in fsuvor of 
printing th^ leport of the Secretary of War on the subject of the .mineral 
region of Lake Superior ; whereupodj - , 

Ordered J. That the report be printed. 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was referred 
the motion to print an additional nuinber of the abstract of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Chinese Empire, repotted ; whereupon, 

Orrfcrerf, That five thousand copies thereof be printed for the use of the 
Senate. - ^ 

, Oh motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Order edy That the report of the Secretary of the Navy, relating to the 
depot of charts and instruments^ with the accompanying drawings, be 
printed ; that there be printed six hundred copies, in addition to the usual 
number, two hundred of which for the use of the Navy Department. 
On motion by Mr. Bayard^ 

Ordered^ 1?bat the report of the Secretary of the Navy, .communicate^ 
to the Senate the 1 Ith Becember, showing the sea service of the oflkers of 
the navy, be printed. 

On motion by Mr, Choate, 

Orrfcrcrf,. That the Committee on the Library be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the directors of the New York In- 
stitution for the instruction of the deaf and dumb. 

Mr. Archer, from theCommittee on Foreign Relations, to whom was 
referred the petition of John Strohecker and others, submitted a report; 
which was considered^ and, in conformity therewith, 

OrderedyThdX the committee be discharged from the further coniwdera'-, 
tion thereof - i 

Mr. Choate, from the Committee on the Library, ta whom waa referred 
the memorial of the American Statistipal Association, reported a resolution 
(§• 24) directing a delivery of a copy of the journals and public documents 
printed by order of Congress to each incorporated statistical association in 
the several State? and Territories; which was. read, and passed to the 
second reading. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Ciaim», to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 476) for the relief of Daniel Homans, reported it with an 
amendment. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
petition of Robert Purkis, reported a bill (S. 15S)authorizing the payment 
of a sum of money to Robert Purkis; which was read, and passed to the 
second reading. , 

Mr, Evans, irom the Committee on Finance, to whdm were referred the 
petitipns of A, & G. Ralston and others, reported the following bills; 
which were severally read, and passed fo the second reading : 
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S. 139, A bill to remit tbe^duties which hatre^aecrued or been paid tipon 
the impdrtation of railroad irofly in certain cases. , 

S. 140. A bill to authorize the importatibn of railroad iron frc6of duty, 
in certain cases/. , 

. Mr. Archer, from the Committee ©n Foreign Relations, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 98) to provide for the adjustment and settlement of 
elaims:of Qiti^ens of the United States upon the Republic of Mexico^ re- 
ported it without amendment, and that it ought not to pass. 

Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom) was 
referred the resolution (S. 13) in regard ta claims of An^ricaii citizens on 
the Government of Mexico, reported it without amendment, and that it 
ought not to pass; 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom the 
petitions were referred praying the discontinuance of the land districts of 
Payette and Palmyra,, and the establishment of a^larid office at Blooming- 
ton, in the State of Missouri, submitted a report; which wa$ ordered to be 
priiited. / 

Mr. Crittenden, from the Comniittee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 598) providing payment for certain military service 
in J'lorida, Reported it with amendnients. 

Mr. ^vans, froin the Committee on Fiiiance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. 1^3) to remit the duty on railroad iron, reported it without 
amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill as 4i\ Committee of the 
Whole; and 

On motion by Mr. Evans, ' ^ 

Orflter^rf, That it lie on the table; 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Allen, that the special t>rder of the day be hereafter Called by lhe> Chair 
at 11 o'clock, A. M.; and having been arhended, on the motion of Mr. 
Allen, by striking oni^^eleven/' and msetiirtgiweive^ 

On the questioji, to agree thereto, . 

It was determined in the negative, \^ ' . ' ' * * * ' ' v c^J 

Qi/^ays,' • • . • •■ . ■» iio» 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The y^w aiid nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Bachanan> 
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Henderson, Huger, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum,- 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 137) supplementary to "An act to repeal an act for the 
better organization of the district court of the United States within the 
State of Louisiana,'* and for other purposes, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider Che said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 
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Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
following bills : 

H. R. 503. An act to change the time for holding the circuit and crimi- 
nal courts in the county of Washington; 

H. R. 520. An act to authorize the saleof two Arabian horses received 
as a present, by the consul of the United States at Zanzibar, from the tmaum 
of Muscat; and no amendment being made, they were reported to the 
Senate. 

Ordered^ That they pass to a third reading. 

The said bills were Severally read a third time. 

Resolvedy That they pass. 

Ordered^ Thdit the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill (S. 117) granting to the county of Wyandot, in the State of 
Ohio, certain lots in the town of Upper Sandusky, having been reported 
by the committee correctly engrossed, was read a third time, and the title 
was amended. \ 

Resolved^ That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be, « Atiact vest- 
ing in the county coftimissioners of the county of Wyandot the right ip 
certain town lots and out lots in the town of Upper Sandusky, id the State 
of Ohio.'' * 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 93) for the relief of the legal representatives ^of George 
Duvai having been reported by the committee correctly engtossed, the bill 
was read a third time ; and having been amended, on the motion of Mr. 
Jarnagip, by unanimous consent — 

Sesoltfedy That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be, "An act for 
the relief of the legal representatives of George Duva.1, aChetokee.'' ' 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill, on its third reading,. 
(S. 47^) to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to certain Amdtican 
citizens for spoliations committed oh their cQmmerce prior to the 3lst day 
of July, 1801 ; and after debate, 
On motion by Mr. Benton, 

Ordered, That the further consideration of the bill be postponed until 
toHiiorrow. 

The President pro tempore signed four enrolled bills and an enrolled xes- 
olution (H. R. 556,S. 39, S. 91, S. 114, S. R. U;) and they were delivered 
to the committee^ to be presented to the President of the United States. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee^ thisit they had this day pre- 
sented lo the President of the Unitecl States the following bills and resolu- 
tions: ' 

S. 39, An act ta organize a new land district in the southern part of 
the State of Arkansas. 

S. 53. An aot to quiet the titles to certain lots of land in the towns of 
Perrysburg and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, 
y S. 91, An act to amend the act entitled " An act to provide for the en- 
listment of boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of enlist- 
ment of seamen, 

S. 114. An act restricting the grant of pensions in certain cases. 

H. R. 440. An act for the purchase of certain copies of the History of 
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Oregon, California, and the other Tenitories on the North wea^ GQaat of 
America. 

JH. R. 492. Ati act making appropriations for the payment of revolu- 
tionary and other pensioners Of the United States for the year ending 30th 
Juno, 1846. 

H. R. 556. An act for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt. r 

S. 1 1. Resolution for distributing the work on the exploring expedition. , 

H. R. 63t Resolution authorizing the Postmaster General of the United 
States to contract with railroad companies in certain cases, without adver* 
tising for proposals therefor. 

Mr. Allen subrhitted the following resolution for consideration : 
s Besaloed, That the speQial order of the day be hereafter called l^y the 
Chair at 12 o'clock, untirotherwise ordered. 

; A mes^ge from the President of the United States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary: 

Mr. President: The President of the United States this day approved 
an^i signed the following' acte, originating in the Senate : 

3. 53. An act 10 quiet the titles to certain lots of land in the towns of 
Perrysburg and CroghansviHe, in the State of Ohio. 

S; 1 14. An act restricting the gratit of pensions in certain cases. 

S. 91. An act to amend the act entitled "An act to provide Jfbr the en*, 
listment of boys for the naval service, and to extend the term of the enlist- 
ment of seamen.*' . , 

S. 39. An act to organize a new land district in the southern part jtrf the 
State, of Arkansas. 

S. 11. Joint resolution for distributing the work on the exploring expe- 
dition. 

Ordered, Thdii the Secretary nptify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Tyler, his secretary : ^ 

To the Senate of ike Uniied States : 

Iherewith communicate to the Senate a report, from the Secretary of 
State, in reply to the inquiries contained in their resolution of the 17tb in- 
stant. . ■ ' 

JOHN TYLER, 

WA8HiN0TpN, Feftre/^ry 20, 1345/ 

The message was read. 
Orrfercfl?, That it lie on the table. 

The fpllowing message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Tyler, his secretary : 

To the Senate^ and House qf Representatives of the United States : 

I transmit herewith, for the inforthation of Congress, copies of certain 
despatches recently received from Mr. Wise, Our envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipoteritiary at the court of Brazil, upon the subject of the 
slave trade, developing the means used^and the devices resorted to, in 
order to evade existing enactments upon that subject. 

Anxiously desirous as are the United States to suppress a traffic so revolt* 
ing to hunfianity, in the efforts to accomplish which they have been the 
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]|lftoii0»rs of eivilized States, it Gannot but be a subject of the inosi prolbun^ 
regret, that any portion of our citizens should be found acting in co-opera* 
tioh with the subjects of other Powers^ in opposition to the policy of their 
own GoY^mmenty thereby subjecting to suspicion and to the hazard of' 
disgrace the flag of their own country. It is true that this traffic is carriful 
on ahogether in foreign ports, and that our own coasts are free from its 
poiiutioB. But the crime remains the same, wherever perpetrated ; and'^ 
there are many circumstances to warrant the belief that som^ of our citi- 
zens are deeply involved in its guilt. The mo'de and manner of carrying 
on this trade are clearly and fearlessly set forth in the acconapanying docur^ 
ments; and it would seem that a regular system has been adopted, for the 
purpose of thwarting the policy and evading the penalties of , our laws. 
American vessels, with the knowledge, as there are good reasons to be- 
lieve, of the owners and masters, are cA^r/cr^rf, or rather purchased, by- 
notorious slave dfealers in Brazil, aided by English brokers and capitalists, 
with^his intent. The vessel is only nominally chartered at so much per 
month, while, in truth, it is actually sold, to be deUvered on the coast of 
Africa, the charter-party binding the owners, in the mean tirtie, to take on 
hoard, as passengers^ Vine\^ crew in Brazil, who, when delivered on the 
coast, are to navigate her back to the ports of Brazil with her cargo of 
slaves. Under this agreement, the vessel clears from the United States 
for some port in Great Britain, where a cargo of merchandise, known ast 
" coast goods," and designed especially for the 'African trade, is purchased, 
shipped, and consigned, together with the vessel^ either to the slave dealer 
himself or to his agents or accomplices in Brazil. On her arrival, a ci^ew 
is put on board as passengers, and the vessel and cargo consigned to an 
equally guilty factor or agent on the coast of Africa, where the unlawful 
purpose originally designed ii» finally consummated. The merchandise is 
exchanged for slaves ; the vessel is delivered up; her name obliterated; 
her papers destroyed ; her American crew discharged, to be provided for 
by the charterers, and the new or passenger crew jput in command, to cany 
back its miserable freight to the first contrivers of the voyage, or their 
employees in Brazil. 

During the whole prdgress of this tortuous enterprise, it is possible that 
neither the American crew originaHy einlisted, nor the pc^sengercvev^ put 
on board in the Brazilian ports, are aware of the nature of the voyage j 
and yet It is on these principally, ignorant, if not innocent, that the penalties 
of the law are inflicted; while the guilty contrivers, the charterers, brokers, 
o^vners, and masters — in short, all who are most deeply concerned in the 
crime and its rewards — ^for the most part escape unpunished. 

' It will be seen, from the examinations which have recently taken place 
at Rio, that the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, as well as our own citi- 
zens, are deeply ioaplicated in this inhuman traffic. British factors and 
agents, while they supply Africa with British fabrics^in exchange for slaves, 
are chiefly instrumental in the abuse of the American flag; and the sugges- 
tions contained in the letter of Mr. Wise, (whose judicious and zealous efforts 
in the matter carmot be toa highly commended,) addressed to Mr. Hamilton, 
the British envoy, as to the best mode of suppressing the evil, deserve 
your most deliberate consideration, as they will receive, I doubt not, that 
of the British Government. 

It is also worthy of consideration, whether any other measures than 
those now existing are necessary. t0 give greater efficacy to the just and 
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Africa of slaves captured fit sea by American cruisers, Frotn time to 
time, provision has been made by this Government for their comfortable 
support and maintenance during a limited period after their restoration ^ 
and it is much to be regretted that this liberal policy has not been adopted 
i?y Great Britain. As it is, it ?eems to me that tlje policy it has adopted 
is calculated rather to perpetuaite than to ^suppress the trade, by enlisting 
Very large interests in its favor. Merchants and capitalists furnish the 
means for carrying it ^on ; manufactures for which the negroes ^e ex* 
changed are the products of her workshops ; the slaves, when captured^ 
instead of being returned back to their homes, are transferred to her colonial 
possessions in th|d West Indies, and made the means of swelling the amount 
of their products, by a system of apprjenticesihip for.a term of years; and 
the officers and crew who capture the vessels receive on the whole nunabec 
pf slaves so many pounds sterling per capito, by way^of bounty. 

It must be obvious, that while these large interests, are enlisted in favpr 
of it8;Coniino«nce, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to suppress the ^ 
nefarious traffic, and that its results wpuld be in effect bu]t a continuance 
of the slave trade of another ^nd more cruel forni; for it can be but a 
matter of little difference with the African, whether be is torn from jiis 
country and transported to the West Indies as a slave iq the regular cpi^se 
pf.thetrade, or captured by a cruiser, transported ta the same place,^ knd 
made to perform the same labor, under the najx^ of an apprentice, which 
is at present the practical operation of the policy adopted. ^ 

It is to be hoped, that Her Britanpic^Majesiy's Government will, upon a 
review of. all the . circumstances statcKi in these despatches, adopt somc^ 
efficient measures for the suppression of the trade which ^he has so loqg 
Uttempted to put down, with, as yet, sq little success, ^nd more consonant 
with the original poliey of restoring the capti|red African to his home. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, i^edrt/ary 20, 1845. 

The meissage was read. - ^ 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 
Ordered^ That it be referred to the- Committee oh the Judiciary. 
The folloAving message wad received from the President of thia United 
States,by Mr/ Tyler, his secretary r^^^^ ^.^^^^ ^^ ^ ; '/ . 

Tothe Senate a/the Ufd^d Sfatesf: 

I herewith return the bill entitled ** Ab act relating tp revcniie cutters 
and steamers," with the fpllo wing PbjectioniS tP its booming a law : 

The Executive haA found it necessary, and esteemed it important to the 
public interests, to direct the building of two revenue boats, to be pro- 
pelled by wind or steam, as occaisioh hfiay require ; the one for thetjoast 
of Georgia, and th€f other f6r Mobile bay, to be used as despatch vessels 
if necessary; The models have been furnished by the Navy Department, 
and side wheels have been Prdered,' as being b^st tested, and least liable 
to failure. The one boat is directed to be bii.ilt at Richmond, Virginia ; 
the other at Pittsburg, Pennsylviania ; and cbntracts have been regularl^ 
entered into for their construction. The contractors have made and are 
making all necessary arrangements in procuring materials and sites for 
building, &c., and have doubtless been at considerable eipenSe in the neces- 
sary preparations for cotripfcfin^fhirtr engagfJrii^ti It W8t§ fid part of 
13 
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the intention of the Senate in oiriginaiihg the bill, I am wejl eohvinced, to 
violate the sanctity of bontractsr regularly entered into by the Government. 
Tbe language of the act, nevertheless, is of a character to produce, in all 
probability, that effect Its language is, " that no revenue cutter or reve- 
nue steamer shall hereafter be huntf {exeepHiig such as" are now in the 
course of building or eqtcipfnenif) nor purchased, unless an appropriation 
be first made by law therefor.^' The auUding of the two cutters under 
contract cannot be said properly to have commenced, although prepara- 
tions have been made for building ; but even if the construction be am^ 
btguous, it is better that all ambiguity should be removed, and thus the 
hazard of violatmg thjB pledged foith of the country be removed along 
with it. 

I am firee to cbiifess, that, existing contracts being guarded and protected, 
the kw to operate M/tifwra would be reffaMed as both proper and wise. 

With these objections, I return the bill to the House in which it origi- 
nated, for its final conistitutiou&l action* 

JOHN TYLER. 

WJLSUIV&T0V9 February 20, 1645. 

The message was read. 

Whereupon, ^ > 

The Senate proceeded to the retconsideration of the bill entitled ^ An act 
relating to revenue cutters and steamers ;" and. 
On motion by Mr. Huntingtbn, 

0^£/erf£f, That the further consideration thereof be postponed untii to- 
morrow; and that the message df the President, returning the same with 
his objections, be printed. 

; The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution (H. R. 46) for 
annexing Texas to the United States ; and 

After debate. 

On motion by Mr. Simmons, 

The Senate adjourned. 

FRIDAY, PistauAav J?l, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Seo- 
retai^ of the Treasury, made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, accompanied by statements showing the amount df duties paid on im- 
portations, and refunded, since the close of the last session of Congress, the 
number of pending applications lor refunding duties, and communicating 
the instructions relating to the refunding the same ; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. ^ 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, communicating a report of chemical analyses of 
sugar and molasses ; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of the United States, praying that 
the public lands may be bestowed, in suitable proportions, and without 
cost, upon such citizens of the United States ds may wish to occupy and 
cultivate them ; which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the memorial of David Haas, proposing tofur- 
tiish for tlie use of the Senate, at a moderate cost, an accurate map of Texas; 
which was referred to tj^e Poja^tajtlcfe op 4he Library* 
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\^ Mr. Fairfield presented tesotutions passed h}r the Legistature of the State 

c^fMalne^ urging upon Congress |he propriety of a splee^ adjuistpient of the 

claims of American citizens to indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1806. 

Ordered^ That they be printed. / 

Mr. Miller presented a petition of citizens of the counties of Fairfoz and 
f^nc^ Wiltiaiii, in th^ State of Vii^inia, praying that the bill authorizmg 
the corporation of Georgetown/ in the Disti^ict of Columbia, to change the 
location of the southerti draw of tho bridge across the Potomac river, may 
not become a law ; which Was referred to the Committee on the Dntrict of 
Columbia. 

Mr. Dickiniion presented ^ memorial of citizens of Allegany oounty, 
New York, praying the adoption of measifreid for an adjustmei^t of interna- 
tional disputes whidh may hereafter irise without a recourse to wiur ^ which 
was referred to the Committee oft the Judiciary* , 

Mr. Foster presented the memorial of John L. Allen, praying that an inn- 
proved method in the construction of fire arms, invented by him, may he 
adopted by the United States, for the use of the army ; whicli waa referred 
to t^e Conwnittee on Military Aflairs, 

M^. Berrien subihitted the following r^olution, which was considered 
hy unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committeeron the Judiciary be authorized to employ 
a clerk during the remainder of the session. 

Mr. Sevier submitted the follo^t^ing resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved J That the Secretary of War be requested to transmit to the 

Senate the report of Creneral Roger Jones, Colonel Mason, and P. M. 

Butler, Esq., who have recently. Under his instructions, as a board of in- 
quiry, prosecuted an examination into^ the causes and extent of the discon- 
tents and difficulties among the Cherokee Indbns, with the instructions, 
correspondence, and evidence, c6nnected therewith ; and also a copy of any 
correspondence held by said board, with the heirs or re)presentatives of 
the Ridges and Boudinot, or any of them. : 

On mbtion by Mr. White, 

^Ordered J That the Committee on Indian Afiiairs be dischai^d from the 
furtbet consideraticm of the following subjects : * 

Petition of P. Prescott. 

Resolution of the Legislature of Ndrth Carolina, relating to claims of the 
tJherokee Indians. 

Memorial of the Cherokee Indians, presented the 10th February. 

Mr. Poster, from the Committee of Claimi^, reported a resolution (S. 25) 
for the relief of Putney & Riddle j which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent. * 

On motion by Mr. White, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be discharged from the 
consideration of the biH (S. 90) for the relief of William Hollinger, and 
from the further consideration of the petition of Alfred Stewart ; and that 
the said bill and petition be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs^ 

Mr. White, from the Committee oh Indian Afiairs, to whom the follow- 
ing bills were referred— 

H. R. 407. An act forthe reKef of Joseph and Lindsay Ward^ 

11. R, 553. An act for the relief of George B, Russell— reported the 
same without amendment. 
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Mr. Wliite^ fmm the Commitlte on lodian Affairs^ to whom wa^reftrred 
the resolution (U. R. 68) iar the benefit of Frances Slocum and her chilr 
dren and grandchildren^ of the Miami tribe of Indians^ repoitad it with- 
out amendment/and submitted a report on>the ^ubje^; which was 0rdered 
to be printieid. c - - '*■ 

Mr. DiXy from the Committee on Ck)mmerce9 to whom was reffarred ti^ 
bill (H; R. 152^for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan Farm^worth^ re- 
ported it without ^amendment, and submitted an adv^rae report on the sub- 
ject ; which was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Allen, directing the special order of the day to be called at 19 o'clock ; 
and the fesolution was agreed to. 

Mt. Miller, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 141) for the relief of the corporation of WasWngton. 

The said bill was read the ftrst and second times by unaninQdus eon- 
sent^^and considered ae^in Committeie of the Whole; and no amendment 
being made, it was repiM^d to the^enate.< 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in ComniUtee of the Whole^ the 
bill (Hi R, 607) making appropriations fox the payment of navy penfiofi)? 
for the year ending 30th June, 1846 ; and no amendinent being m$^de, it 
was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it pass to a thifd reading* 

The said bill Was read a third time, * , 

Besohedy That it pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the Hpuse of Repjresentaiives a<^! 
cordingly. , ^ > i 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole^ the 
biU (S. 11) relating to thjB appdmtment of the assifl^ant$ to the Postmaster 
General of the United, States, with the amendment reported thereto ; and) 
On motion by Mn Huntingtoii) 

Orrfererf,. That it lie on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of th^/W^^^l^y ^^^ 
following resoluticm and hills: 

S. 23. Resolution directing an examination of Putnam's ploughing and 
dredging machine ; ! 

S. 36. Bill extending the jurisdicUon Qf the district courts to certain 
cases upon the lakes and navigable waters leading into or connecting the 
same;^ • :■, •! -■ 

S. 56. Bill to amend an act entitled " An act to carry into effect, in the 
States of Alabama ahd Mississippiythe existing oompact^ with those Stat^ 
with regard to the five per cent, fund and the school reservations j and, 
having been severally amended, they were reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the bills be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The following b^ls were read a second time, find considered as iii Con^« 
mitfee of the Whole : 

S. 8^. Bill for the relief of Noah Miller; 

S. 121. Bill to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth ; and no amcaidme^ beipg made, they we?e reported to the Senate. 

Qr«fefetf> That they b^ engrossed, and read a third time. 
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^ A' ttiea^e from die Hom6 of R^imsmtetiwb; by Mta S'teoctt, iteir 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives havej^assed the bill ffom; 
the Senate (S. 100) to amend the act entitled <^ Anract making, appropria- 
tioilt f0f the narvfai ^\wlt%i6t the &eal year enetin^ the, 30lh cSsiy of JaQe> 

They have passed a bill (H. R. 546} to grant to the Tennessee and Coosa 
Railroad Company a right of way through the pubHc lands of tt^ United 
Stated; in tPirl|r(^ they fequ^st^he ecinciKrenceof^the^nate. 

The President of the Unitedi States appiwed and signed, the 20t^^ in- 
stant, the following enrolled bills and remution : 

H. R. 49:^, An act making appropriatk»tlsfi3^ the payment olrevoiq- 
tiofmry and othet'penisidneirsof lEhe United Slates for the year endii^ \the 
30th of June, 1846. . v *- . i j l , 

H. R. 440. An act for the purchase of C9rtai^^ cojiies of the Hi^ory of 
Oregon, California^ and the other Territories on the Northwest Qoaat of 
America; - ,. . 

H. R; 556.' An act for the reUef of Peter Von Schmidts 

H. R. 63. Resoliition authorizing the Postmaster Greneiai'Of the UniM 
States to contract with ^Iroad eompanles in ceirtain cases^ viritt^oint adrer* 
tising for proposals therefor. , 

' They hatre passed th»btU(S; 6;a) allowing a drawback upon foreign 
merchandise idxported in the orig^l packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, 
in Mexico, with amendments; in which they requ^t the; iK)nearrence 
of'-ttie-Se^nate;' • ^ ■ '•■■'"■ - ■.■- , ■ • ■<■' ■ ■ ••■'/ ^ • 

The Senate resiiKiied the reeon^deration of thevenroUed bill (^. 66) re- 
lating to revenue cutters and steainei^;^end, r . 

On motibn by Mr. Muntii^oh, * 

» Or$eredj ■ Thattheitaiilher consideiWaon.theroof h€ postponed uutU Mon- 
'dlty'tlext. :• . "- ■^'- ^^.'/: 

The Sisiiate resumedvas in ComnHttee ef the. Wbole^ the consid,e{ationf 
of ttie resolution (H. R. 4^) fbr annesdng Texas^ to the United Stat^si ; and 
-■ ^' '"'After 'debiite,'; ■••^^•- ^v"' '''\ "-■ v'-':-^ ^ ,•■ : . ■;, 

The Sen«tte adjourned; * 
-^^'■•;/. . '.- - \ : ^:- :/ -■ : iv ,., ; •;; ^ ,., ■., . ;, ; . .;. .; ■ 

SATURDAY, FEBauARY Ja2, 1845. 

Tli^ ,Piresjdent pro tempore laid before the Senate a report oif the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, accompanied by statements ot the commerce and 
navigation of t^ United States, prepared agreeably to law; which was 
read.- / .:^ ■.•■■; ^ -^' /-"'"' 

: Ordered, That it ba^irinted, and ibatfifteeiVTiundr^iJ copies, in addition 
teUie usual number, be printed for the Senate. ^ 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of thd Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, showing the official emoluiKients and expenditures 
of theofficers-^f thecjastoms, .fees for certificates, and 4isbu|rsements for 
light-houses, prepared a^eeably to law; whigh was read, and ordered to 
be printed. ; ^ ^ 

. The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made in compliance with a resolutioni of the Sen- ' 
ate, in relation to errors or frauds m the surveys pf public lands in the ' 
State of Michigan ; wjiich was ]re|4i ^^^ ordered tp be printed. ' 
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BIV. Ff ands jm^oted the mraiorial of the i^presenlatms of , the yiearly 
meeting of the Society of Friends, praying that Texas may not be annexad 
to the United States. 

Orderedj That H be printed. 

Mr. Buchanan presented the petition of John HalU prajring a pennon 
for naval services in the revolqtionary war; which was referred to the> 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

Orderedj That the Committee on the Library be discharged frooi the 
further consideration of the petition of Thomas N. firyan> and that he 
have leave to withdraw his papers. 
On motion by Mr. Sturgeon, 

Ordered^ That Margaret and Agnes Bi^ham, heirs at jaw of Thoflaaa 
Armour, have leave to withdraw their petition.and papers. 
On motion by Mr. Bagbjr, 

Orcfer^e/, That A. A. MuUer have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers, 

Mr. Breese, from the ck)mmittee4 imported that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the following bills : 

H. R. 503. An act changing the limes of holding the circuit, and crito^ 
inal courts for the county of Washington. 

H; R. 520. An act to authorize the sale of two Arabia^ horses received 
as a present, by the consul of the United: States at Zanzibar^ from the 
Imaum of Muscat. . 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Laqds, to whom was 
referred the petition of a number of citizens of Indiana, praying the cbr-^ 
rection of an error in the surveys of the public limds, in White county^ in: 
that State, submitted a report ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Choate, agreeably to notice, asked and obtained leave to bring in a 
bill (S. 142) for the extension of Morse's electro-magnetic telegraph it^txt 
Baltimore to the city of New York ; wbidi was read the first and second 
tim^ by unatiinious consent, and referred to the Gonitnittee on Commerce. 
' Mr. Miller, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom 
was referred the bill (H* R. 370) for the relief of (Horgetown, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported it without amendment, and that the bill ought 
not to pass. 
/ Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. Ill) to amend the joint resolution, approved June 15, 1844^ m re- 
lation to collecting, arranging, and classifying statisticar information, re- 
ported it with amendments ; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Evans, from the Conunittee on Finabce, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 493) making appropriations for the support of the military 
academy for the year 1846, reported it with amendments; which were 
read, and ordered to be printed. 
On motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Orfjkredj That the Committee on Naval Affairs be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of James Marsh. 

Mr. Walker presented the credentials of the Hdn. Jesse Speight, chosen 
a Senator by the Legislature of the State ot Mississippi for six years from 
the 4th day of March, 1846; which were read. 

, The resolution (S. 21) authori?iii| and requiring tjie issue of patettlA for 
certain lands granted to the State of Arkansas was read the second time. 
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The bill (H. R.446) to grant to dMiTeDneiM6aQdCo0tt{tfti^^^G^ 
paoy a right of way through the public lands of the Unit^ States waf 
read the first axuI second times by unanimous ccmseiity azid riferr^ to thd 
pommittw on Public Lands. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amisndm^nts of the House of Rep^ 
T^seitf atives to the bill (S« 68) allowing drawback upoQ^i^ign jnevchiin- 
dise exported in the original packagesto Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mex- 
ico; and, 

On motion by Mr. HuntiQgtdn, 

Orderedy That they be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The Senato proceeded to consider the report Of the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims on the petition of Obadiah Blandii^ ; and, in concurrence 
tberewitl^, 

Mesolvedf That the petitioner be denied the relief prayed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of tiie Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims on the petition of )?mncis Sumter ; i^ndi , 
On amotion by Mr. Hugi0r, , 

Or Are^f, That it lie| on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations on the petition of A. P. Briitingbam ; andr in concarrewse 
tk^rewithi v 

Sesolvedy That the committee be discharged from tbe lurthei; oonsidem- 
tion of the petition. 

The Senate piroeeeded to consider the report of the Qommittee on For- 
eign Relations on the petition of John Baldwin; and, in concurrence there- 
with, 

Retohedy That the committee be discharged from the farther consid- 
eration of the petition. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
mns on the petition of Ellison Williams; and, in concurrence therewitti, 

fit^vedy Thti the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The following bills, having been reported by the committee correctly en** 
grossed, were read a third time: 

S. 36. Bin extending the jurisdiction of the district courts to eertaia 
cases upon the lal^es And navigable waters leading into or connecting Ae 
same. -'■ 

S. 56. Bill to amend an act entitled << An act to carry into effect, in the 
Slates of Alabama and Miteissippi, the existing compacts with those States 
with regard to the five per cent, fund and the sdiool reservations. 

S« 89. Bin for the relief of Nbah Miller^ of Lineoltiville, in the State of 
Maine. 

S. 121. Bin to extend a pattint heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth. 

S. 137,. Btll supplenientary to an act to repeal ^^An act for the better or- 
nnintion of the district court of the United States within the State of. 
Louisiana," and for other purposes, approved Febrmiry 13, 184^^ 

S. 141. BiU forthe relief of the corporatien of Washington. 

Reaohedy That the said bills pass, and that their respective titlea be as^ 
aforesaid. 

Ordei^y Itiat the Secretary request the concurrence of the HoUse of 
Representatives therein. 

The resolution (S. 23) directing an exammsAidn^ Puilti^in^s ploughing 
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waAditiii^ng inftcMB^^ haipkig been reported by the commitiee correctly 
en^oiltod^wt$^ead » third time. 

A^b/t^ That this res0i<at{<ni pass, and thtit its title ^ 

Ordered^ That the Sectetary request the c6ncurretld6 of the Hdilse of 
Rd]>#e8eii^ttves it) Aiis^ resolution. -r • 

llie Senate rc^utbed, as in Cbmmittee of the Whole, the eonsidftt'afioti 
of the resolution (H. R. 46) fbt annexing Texats^to the United States; and 

After debate, 

On motion, by Mr. Dayton, that the S^ate adjourn, 

f ■ '' . ^ "^CYeaS' >..-•" Df4 

It wa^ determined in the affirmative, j %f^y^. * * * ^ ' ' 2i 

On motion by Mr. Walker, " 

The yeas arid nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Meitefs. Archer, Atchison, Barron, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden^^^Dayton, EvanSj Fbster, Francis, Himtington, Jarnagin, 
Johnson, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Rives, SiitomonS, White, Wood- 
oridge. ^ ^ 

Tiaose t^ho vot^d in the negatitevare, ^ " 

Messrs. All^n, Ashley, Athferftn,Biigby, Benton, Br^ese, Buchanan,: 
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, HUger, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Nilcs; 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan,'Walkerj Woodbury. 

So the Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, FiiRUART 24, 1845. 

'The Presideejt pirp tempore Ui^ before the S^pfite a xeppr4 pf ike^^cm- 
tary of the Treasury, exhibiting, agreeably to law, tbeeaglri^ pmiJb «^' 
th^fTrea^uryPepartm^nt dicing, the y l3449andifaaf^re)atiQg^c ^fbt-- 
houses wd floating lights^ bupys, and ^takaagies v alsei, payi^iQta at the 
Treasixry for miscellaneous claims not otherwiae' provided for, and expei^- ^ 
ituresfpr the relief of sick and' disabled-seamen ; which was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the. Senate a report aftlje Sec- 
riNtoy of War, made iu compliant with a resolution of the Senate, ac- 
companied by a report of a board of inqtiiry into the causeaand ejitentof 
the discontents and difficulties among the Cherokee Indians; which war 
reiid, and oiidered to b«t printed. ^ % . 

. Tfcci Premdent pro tetnppre laid; befor^e the Senale a r^pft of the Trena^ 
urer of the United States^ accompanied by accountSF of receipts a^ dis^ 
buraemi^aifof the s^viceof tl|e Post Office Department for tfieyi^r endiiig 
the 30th of June, 1844 ; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

The Pre^dent pro len^iqre laid befprp the Senate a^ report of the Poet- 
master General, made in compliance with a resolution af the Senate, 6X« 
hibiting the reyenuee apd expenditures ofthjs Post Office peparanem^ from 
April l,i84l,rto June 30r 1844; whyi waa»ead. 

On motion. by JMr. White^ -r ^ ,r '^? x' 

Ordered^ That Thomofs GibsQA^ admmi8il;r!atpr jof Jehu Jud^e^ have lea^e 
to^withdraw hia petUiauij^i^i papefS/ j : f^ . *^ 

Mr. Dickinson presented a petition of citizens of Seneca county,- I^ieir 
York, {H^aying the annexati^a of T^xas to the^nited States^ a)id the Jtd^- 
tion of measures for the occupation and settlement of the Oregon Tef rilory.. • 

OrderedfTl^i it Ue onithe^tfiWe./ J ^ 
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Mh Dix pf^ented two petitions of citizeiis of }»J^^ Ydi^, prAyiftg tlie 
rejection of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States*.^: ' ' ■ - ■'' ^ ■[■-■,' ' 

Ordered, Thfet they lie on the table. ' 

Mr. White presented a petition of John Lowe and othfersj settlers on the 
Miami reservation, in the State of Indiana, praying the right of pre-emp- 
tion to^ the lands settled by them ; whieh.was deferred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. Woodbury presented the memorial of Alexandre Vattemare, a citi- 
zijn 6f Flrance^ praying the establishment of a pefnianent systete of inter- 
nsitidnsai ^changes, between the United States and foreign GbvemiiientSi 
of the books and public documents published by their authority ; which 
Was rtrferrdd to the Committee oil the Libraryw 

Mr. ^Tappdri presentiwi a cotnmimicatidti from C. P. Van Ness> collector 
of the customs for the port of ^ew York, in relation td certain books for- 
warded by the French Government to the United States, to be deposited in 
the Library of Congress. 

Ordered J That it lie on the table, ( 

On motion by Mr. Bates, ' 

Ordered^ That John Woolley have lea,ve to withdraW the* documents 
relating to his claim. ' ^f 

, Mr/ Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the bill (H. R. 607) making appropriations fdr the pay- 
liientof navy petisions fot the yeaf ending 30th June, 1846. 

Mr. Dix, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
bill (H/R. 558) for the benefit 6f Joseph Craigmiles,^ of the State of Ten- 
nessee, reported it Without amendment, and suboHtted an adverse report; 
M^hfch^^as^oi-defed to be printed. . ■ ^ * 

^ Mi^. Dix, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
b4irfH. R. 515) foi* the relief of Justin Jacobs, reported it without amend- 
ment, and submitted an adverse report; which was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee 6rt Pensions, to whom was referred the 
bfll^(H. R. 414) fdr the relief of Joseph M. Rhea, reported it without 
antiendrtwht, and submitted ^n adverse repoi^t; which Wa^ ordered to be'' 
pritfted: ' ^ * V 

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee on Patents iind the Patent Offlce/re*..^ 
porteda bill (S. 143) fbr the relief of the heirs of the late Uri Emmons, 
which was read, and passed to the second redding. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-* 
fefr^d' the bill (R. IT. 628) to extend the provisions of an act passed the 
31st of May, 1844, eillitled " An'act to amerid the judiciary act pass^' 
the ?4th of September, 1789,*' reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was rts- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 497) for thfe admission of the States of Iowa and 
Florida into the Union, reported it without amendment. 

Mir. lfat«s, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of the heirs of Moses White, submitted an adverse report; which 
wtts ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Lucy Ann Roberts, submitted an adverse report; which wsts' 
ordered to be printed. • 

Mr. Bates, from the Cpmmittee on Pensions, t6 whom was referred the 
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petition of the heirs at law of Martha Hough, sub^iitted an adverse re- 
pwt ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Bates, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
petition of Stephen Snow, submitted an adverse report; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. Bates, 

.Orderedf That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from ^e fur^ 
ther consideration of the petition of John Hall, and from the further cpn^ 
siden^tion of the petition of William Carman*, \ " 

Mr. Bates, from the GommiHee on Pensions, {o whom was refenred the 
bill (H. K. 3M) for the relief of Samuel Neely, reported it with i^a amen4« 
ment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole, together with the amendment reported thereto { and having been 
amended, it was reported to the Senate; and the amendment wits concur- 
red in. 

Orderedj That the amendment be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The amendment to the said bill having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time. 

jResolvedy That this bill pass, with att amendment. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendment. 

The following bills were severally read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole : 

S. 87. Bill to enable the Chickasaw nation to try the validity of their 
claims in the courts of the United States ; 

S. 131. Bill for the payment of certain arrearages equitably due to the 
Stockbridge nation of Indians, and for other purposes ; and haying been 
severally amended, they were reported to the Senate, and the amendmelnts 
were concurred in. 

Ordered, That they be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider^ as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 493) making appropriations for the support of the nulitary 
academy for the year ending the 30th of June, 1846, with the amend- 
ments reported thereto ; and haviixg been amended, the bill was reported 
to the Senaie; and the amendments were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the amendments be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The amendments to the said bill haying been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time as amended^ 

On the question, <^ Shall this bill pass, with amendments ^'' 

It was determined in the affirmative, i j^^y^^ * [ ] [ ] [ lo! 

On motion by Mr. Breese, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators praeent^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, # 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Bea- 
ton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate,Claytpni Colquitt, Dayton^ Dfckinson, Dhr, 
Evans, Francis, Henderson. Huger, Huoangton^ Johnson, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Phelps, Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge* 
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Those who Toted in the negative, are, . 

Messrs. Allen,, A^herton, Breeze, Fairfield, Foster, Hannegan, Niles^ 
Semple, Tappan. Woodbury. 

So it was 

Hesolvedy That this bill pass, with amendments. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendments. 

, The resolution (S. 18) for the relief of A|rs. Mary W. .Thompson was 
r^ad the second time, an(^ cbnsidered as in Committee of the Whole ; and. 
no amendment beins made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Orcferei/, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate resumed the reconsideration of the bill (S. 6$) relating to 
revenue cutters and steamers ; and 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Or4isr«rf, That tbQ further consideration thereof be postponed to Thurs- 
<^ay next. . , 

A message, from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: .'. ^ ' 

Mr. PreridBfU: The House of Representatives have passed bills of the 
Senate of the following titles; 

S.56. An actio amend an acientitled ^^ An^actto carry into effect, in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing compacts with those States 
with regard to the five per cent.^ fund and the school reservations.'' 

S. 137. An act supplementary to an act to repeal <^ An act for the better 
organization of the district court of the United States within the State of 
Louisiana, and for other purposes," approved February 13, 1845. 

The House of Representatives have passed a bill (H. R. 433) making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the dOth of June, 1846, and for oth^r purposes; in whieh 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill from the House of Representatives last mentioned was read the 
first and second time» by unanimous consent, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

The ^nate resumed, as in Gomqiittee of the^ Whole, the resoli^tion (H. 
R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States ; and after debate. 
On motion by Mr. Berrien, 

Ordered^ Tha^t the Sen^a^te take a recess until 5 o'clock, P. M. 

FIVE o'clock, p. M. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr^ French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. PreHdeni: The Spef^fer of (he House of Representatives having 
signed three enrolled bills, I am directed to bring them to the Senate, for 
the signature of their President. 

The President signed the three enrolled billalast reported to hftve lusen 
examined, (H. R. 503, 520, and 607,) and they were delivered to the com- 
mittee, to be presented to the President of the United States. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the bill 
(H. R. 601) to alter the corporate limits of Cteoi^etown ; and no amend- 
ment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Orderedj That it pass ta a third reading. 

The said bill was read a third titne. 
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Sesohed, That this bill pass. 

Ordered f That the Secretary notify the House of RepreseniaMires ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of thp Whole, the 
following bills : 

H. R. 441. An act for the relief of Joseph Ramsey ; ■ ' ' ■ \ 

H. R. 522. An act for the relief of the president atnd directors of the Dis- 
mal Swamp Canal Company ; and no amendment beidg made, they were 
reported to the Setete. ^ 

Ordered, That they pass to a third reading. 

The said bills were read a third tini^i ' ^ 

Resolved, That they pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac-' 
cordingly. 

The bill (S. 138) authoriSsing the payment of a sUm of money to 'Robert 
Purkis was read the second time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole; and ho amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate.^ 

Orrfererf, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. - 

The said bill, having beetl reported by the 'committee correctly engross- 
ed, was read a third time by unanimous consent. ' 

jRMofocrf, That this bill pass, and that its title be as aforesaid: 

Ordered, That the Secretary requeist the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

The bill (S. 87) to enable th6 Chickasaw nation to try the validity of 
their claims in the courts of the United States, having been reported by the' 
committee: correctly engrossed, was read a third time. ' 

Btwhed, That it pass, and that its title be as aforesaid-. ^ 

On mbtibri, by Mr. Evans, the vote on passhig the bill la«t meijtioned^ 
Was reconsidered ; and 

The question recurriag on passing the said bill, 
''On motion by Mr/1>ayton, 

O^derhd, That the farther consideration of the bill be postponed until to-* ' 
morrow. 

The folio wfhg bill and resolution, having been reported by the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, were severally read a. third time" by unatiimoiiS 
consent: * 

S. 131. Bill for the pay rhent of certain arrearalges equitably due ^o the 
Stockbridge nation of Indians, and for other purposes. 

S. 18. Resolution for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. 

Resolved, That the said bill and resoliuion pass, and that <heiT fespiecttye 
titles be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary refquestt the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

On motion, that the Senate proceed to the (consideration of the resohition' 
(H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States,* 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^ ^^^3 ' * * ' * / ,/ 

*^Nays, . . . • ; , ' ; 11. 

On motion by Mr. Walker, 
The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, ' 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atchisorv Atheftem, Bagby, Bdnton, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dickinson>Dix,Fairfii^, Foster, Qaimegiln, 
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Mor^jsad, Niles^Semple, Simmons^ Sturgepn^ Uphamj Walker, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, - 

' Messrs. BarfoW) Bates, Choate, Clay ton,^ Day ton, Evans, Francis, Huu- 
tiogton, Miller, Phelps, Wopdbridge. 

' ^ the Senate Fesm^^ed^^s in Commiittee of t)^ Whole, the consideration 
oftheaaid resplmian; and , ^. 

After x^bfUe, ^^ 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The Senate adjourned. 

^ TUESDAY, Fbbwary J^5, 1845. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Senate, in compliance with a 
resolution of t|ie Senate, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, accom- 
panied by copies of opinions of the Attorney General in relation to cer- 
tain patents for land issued in cases where patents for the same had been 
previously issued; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Johnson presented a preamble and resohition, passed by the Legis- 
iature of the State of Louisiana, urging the adoption of measures to insure 
a greater degree of regularity in the transmission of the mails from Wash- 
ington to New Orleans; which were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed; 

Mr. Jijhnson presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Louisiana, requesting the Senators and Representatives of that 
State in Congress to use their eflforts to obtain an appropriation for Com- 
pleting the marine hospital at New Orleans; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. ' 

Mr. Johnson presented a resolution, passed by the Legislature of the 
State of Louisiana, requesting the Senators and Represertta-tives of that 
State in Congress to use their efforts (o obtain an appropriation for remov- 
ing obstructions to the navigation of the Sabine and Red rivers ; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Johnson presented a resolution, passed hy the Legislature of tha 
State of Louisiana,. requesting the Senators and Representatives of that 
State in Congress to use their efforts to obtain an appropriation for build- 
ing a custom-house in the city of New Orleans ; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. Miller submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the President of the United Stateis be requested, if not 
incompatible with the public interests, to furnish the Senate with copies of 
all the correspondence between the commander of the East India squadron 
and foreign Powers or United States agents abroad, during the years 11842 
and 1843, relating to the trade and the other interests of this Governmerit 
On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered^ That there be printed, for the use of the Senate, fifteen hundred 
additional copies of the report of the Secretary of State showing the 
changes and modifications in the commercial systems af foreign nations, 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined dnd 
found duly enrolled the following bills : 

S. 56. Bill to amend an act entitled «< An act to carry into eifect, in 
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the States of Alabama add Mississippi^ the existing compacts with those 
States with regard to the five per cent, fund and the school reservations.*' 

S. 100. Bill to amend the act entitled " An act making appropriations 
for the naval service for the fisoal year ending the 30th day of June, 1845." 

S, 137. Bill supplementary to "An act to repeal an act for thet)er- 
ter organization of the district court of the United States within the State 
of Louisiana, and for other purposes/^ approved February 13, 1845. 

The! following message was received from the President of the United 
l^tates^ by Mr. Waggaman : 

To tlie SencUe of the United States : 

I herewith transmit to the Senate, in answer to their resolution of the 
14th instant, a report of the Secretary of State, with the accompanying 
papers. 

JOHN TYLiJft. 

Yf ASMisQToVf February 21 yl^AS. 

The message was read. 
. Ordered^ That it be printed, with the accompanying documents. 

Mr. Huntington, from the Conunittee on Commerce, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 68) entitled " An act allowing drawback upon foreign 
merchandise exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, 
in Mexico," with the amendments of the Hoiise of Uepresentativesi thereto, 
reported thereon. 

Mr. Barrow, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred 
the bill (S.i42) for the extension of Morse's electro-niagnetic telegraph 
from Baltimore to the city of New York, reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whol^, the 
* following bills : ^ 

H. R. 377. An act for the relief of John Adams and John Adams^ jr.; 

H. R. 415. An act for the relief of Walker^ Caruthers, &, Company ; aiul 
no amendment being made, they were reported to the Senate. 

Orderedy That they pass to a third reading. 

The said bills were read a third time. 
. Resolved, That they pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill {S. 132) for the relief of John R. Bryan, administrator of Isaac 
Garret3on, deceased, late a purser in the United States navy, was read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole \ and no 
amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole^ the 
bill (S. 71) for the relief of the legal representatives of William D. Cheever, 
deceased ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Orc?er«rf, That it be engrossed, and read a third tirwe. , 

The Senate resumed^ as in Pommittee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the bill (S. 84) for the relief of the State of Michigan ami of certain 
railroad companies ; and, 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until to- 
morrow. 
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The ^liaterlisumed) as in Committee of the Whole/the resolution (H. 
R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States ; and 
After debate. 

On motion by Mr. Bai;row, 
Ordered, That the Senate tate a recess until 5 O'clock^ P. M. 

FIVE o'clock, p. j^. 

A message from the Houie of Repre^ntatiyes, by Mr. French, thdir 
Gterk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed bills origin- 
ating in the Senate of the follow^ing titles : 

^ S. 36. An act extending the jurisdiction of the district courts to cer- 
tain cases upon the lakes and navigable waters connecting the same; 

S. lOL An act explanatory of an act entitled <^ An act ndaking appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 0f Government for the year 
1839; . 

S. 102. An act to authorize a retocation of land warrants numbers 
three, four, and five, granted by Congress to General Lafayette ; 

S. 117. An act vesting in the county commissioners of the county of 
Wyandot the right to certain town lots and oujc lots in the town of Upper 
$andusky, in the State of Ohio; 

S. 121. An act to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Wood^ 
worth; 

S. 127. An act to authorize the South Carolina Railrpad Company to 
import certain pipes and machinery free of duty ; 

Hie House of Representatives have passed the bill from the Senate 
(S. 1) to change the time of holding the Federal courts in ]^entucky, with 
amendments ; in which they request the concurrence of tiie, Senate. 

They have passed bills and a joint resolution of the following titles : 

H. R. 71. Joint resolution directing the Secretary of the Treasury, when- 
ever any State shall have been or may be in default for the payment of 
interest or principal on investments in its stocks or bonds held by the 
tJoited States in trust, to retain certain moneys to which such State is en- 
titled, for the purposes therein named; 

H. R. 629. An act in alteration of an act entitled <VAn act to establish a 
pprt of delivery at the city of Lafayette, in the State of Louisiana ;" 

H. R. 637. An act regulating comniercjal intercourse with the islands of 
IVf iquelon and St. Pierre; in which they request the concurrence of the 
iSenate. 

. Th& Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed eight en- 
rolled bills, I ani directed to bring them to the Senate, for the signature of 
their President. 

' Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the following bills : 

H. R. 377. Ah act for the relief of John ^dams and John Adams, jr. 

H. R. 415. An 8tct for the relief of Wsilker, Kinkle, & Caruthers. 

H. R. 441. An act for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 

H. R. 522. An act for the relief of the president, directors, and company 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal Company. 

U. R. 601. An aet to alter the corporate lindits of Georgetown. 
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Mr. Potter submitted Ihe following i^eaolutioa, which wms coitoidered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed ^o ; , 

Resolvedj That the Sergeant-at-af ms be authorized to continue Patrick 
Hi Brooks as an assistant messenger of the Senate, and that the usual pay 
be allowed him, for his services as sucb^froi^ the 6th of J^nufiry last to the 
end of the session. 

The President pro tempore signed, tbQ. eight enrolled bills this day re- 
ported to have been examined; and they were delivered to the committee, 
|o be presented to the President of the United S^tes. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (U. R. 427) for the relief of Benjaimn S. Roberts ; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it pass to a third reading. 

The said bill was rend a third time. . 

liesolved. That it pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives acr 
cordingly. 

The bill (S. 1 10} for the relief of John P. Skinner and the legal repre- 
sentatives of Isaac Green was read the second time, and considered asin 
Committee .of the Whole ; and no amendment being made, it was reported 
to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. ' 

Th^ Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the resolution (H. 
R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States; and after debate, 
Oil motion by Mr. Miller, 

The Senate adjourned. 

; WEDNESDAY, Fbbruahy 26, 184i. 

Mr. Breese, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they 
had examined and found duly enrolled the following bills : 

S. 36. An act extending the jurisdiction of the district courts to certain 
^ases upon the lakes and navigable waters connecting the same. 

S. 101. An act explanatory of an act entitled <^^ An act making appro^ 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expetisbs of Government for the year 
1839. 

S. 102. An act to authorize a j-elocation of land warrants numbers three> 
four, and five, granted by Congress to General Lafayette. ^ 

S. 117. An act vesting in the county commissioners of the county of Wy- 
andot the right to certain town lots and out lots in the town of Upper 
Sandusky, in the State of Ohio. 

S. 121. An act to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth. 

S. 127. An act to authorize the South Carolina Railroad Company to 
import certain pipes and machinery free of duty. 

Mr. Fairfield presented a petition of citizens of the State of Main^, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Fryeburg to Norway, in that 
State ; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and post ' 
Roads. 

Mr, Fairfield presented a petition of citizens of the State of Maine, pray- 
ing the erection of a light-bpnse on Eastern Island, in the harbor of Goulds- 
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boTougb^ in that StJite; which was referred to the Coinmittee on Com* 
nierce, ' - '' ' \ ' - ' "V ' '■ r - ' - ■' r^' ^' ^' '"' - ■'• 

Mr, Sturgeon presented a petition of citizens of Allegany coxinty, Penn- 
sylvania, praying an amendment of the naturalizatioh law^ of the ynited 
Stales ; which v\ras referred to thxj Committee on Foreign Relations. ' 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of qitis^ens of the county of Niagara, New 
yotk, praying that, in any plan fof the annexation of Texas to the United 
fStates, provision may be made for including the provinces of Canada. 

Orc^erefi^, That it lie on the table. v ^ 

!Mr. Dickinson presented three petitions of citizens of Seneca connfy, 
New York, prayirtg the annexation of Texas to the United Stafe^ and th6 
adoption of measures for the occupation a:nd settlement of the Oregon Ter- 
ritory. ' • ■ ^ "' ' ' " . '^- ■ ■ • ■' - ^ 

Or^/cre£3f, That they. lie on the ta(ble. 

The President pro tempore presented additional documents in reflation to 
the official conduct of Silas Reed, surveyor general of Missouri and Illinois^ 
which were ordered to be printed, in conhexioh with th^ messages of the 
l^iresident oh the subject 

Mr. Ashley submUted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : ^ '' * ■' 

Whereas the General Assembly of the State of Arkansas has provided^ 
by law, for the opening of a road from Little Rock to Fort Smith, on the 
south side of the Arkansas river; therefore, , 

Resolvedy That the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads be in- 
structed, to inquire into^ the expediency of estabtrshin^fif a post route ftoni 
Litile Rock to Fort Smith, on the soutli side of the Arkansas river, in tHia 
^State of Arkansas. 

Mr. Foster submitted the following resolution, \Vhich was, considered- 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : '' ' 

Resolved"^ That there be paid, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, 
.and under the direction of the commiUee to audit and cohirol the same, td 
each of the messengers^, assistant messengers, pages, and laborers, in the 
service of the Senate, the same amoiihts, respectively, that were paid then^ 
under a resolution of the Senate at the last $ession> ' 

■ Mr. Pearce submitted the following resolution, which wais considered 
;by unanimous consent,'and agreed to : r . 

Resolved^ 'V^dii the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire 
into the e>tpediency of printing the astronomical and magnetic bbservations 
made by Lieutenant Gilliss, under the instructions of the NaVy Depart- 
naentof the I3th Awgtist, KSJJS. 

Mr. Archer submitted the follbwing resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and {|greed to : 

Resolved^ Tliat the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to transmit 
to the Senate a report of the synopticalindex of the Treasury instructions 
for the administration of the revenue laws from 1789 to the present time, 
which was commenced under the direction of Mr. Secretary Forward, and 
continued under several provisions of law; and that he accompany the 
'same with an estiinate to defray any existing arrear for its prej^aration.^ 
On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

Ordtred^ That the Committed on the Library be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of David Eaas, and of thd memo- 
rial pf Alexandre Vattqmare. * • ■ 
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Mr. Barrow, from the Cornmittee on Militaiy Affairs, to Whom wa» re- 
ierred the bill (H. R. 438) to regulate the pay of .the army of the United 
States, and for other purposes, reported it without amendment, and that it 
ought not to pass. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands on the petitions of citizens of Missouri, on the discontinuance of 
the land districts of Fayette and Palmyra, and the establishment of a laud 
office at Bloomingtouf and, in concurrence therewith, \ -. 

Ordered^ That the committee be discharged from the further conadera- 
tion of the subject. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on the petition of William W. Buchanan; and, in concurrence there- 
with, 

Btaolvedy^hdX the prayer of the petition of William W. Buchanan 
ought not to be granted. x " / 

: TY^e bill from the House of Representatives (H. R. 629) in alteration of 
an act entitled '* An act to establish a port of delivery at the city of Lafay- 
ette, in the State , of Louii^iana/' was r^d the £rst and ;$econd time^ by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and 
DO amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 
, Ot»flfer«rf, That it pass to a third reading* 

The said bill was read a third time by unanimous consent. 

i?W07t;tfrf, That this bill pass. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives a6^ 
^cordirigly. . . 

The bill from the House of Representatives (H. R. 637) regulating^ 
commercial intercourse with the islands of Miqueloo and 5t. Pierre was 
read the first and second times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The resolution (H. R. 71) directing the Secretary of the Treasury, when- 
ever any State shall hav^ been and may be in default for the payment of 
interest or principal on investments in its stocks or bonds held by the United 
States, to retain certain moneys to which such Slate is entitled, for the pur- 
poses therein named, was read the first and second times by unanirnouj? 
consent, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of Rep - 
. resentatives to the bill (S. 1) to change the time of holding the Federal 
. courts in Kentucky ; and, 
[ Hesolvedy That they concur therein. 

Orderedy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill (S. 110) for the relief of John P. Skinner and the legal repre- 
,8^ntatives of Isaac Green, having been reported by the committee correctly 
eingrossed, was read a third time. 

tie^olvedy That it pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk:. . 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed the bill from 
the Senate (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 
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rect Ihe 9,biase of the franking ptivili^is, and for the prerentibn of frauds 
on the revenues of the Post Oflice Department, with a^mendmeul^ ; in\ 
which they request the concurrence of the Sienate. . 

The Speaker of the House of Bepresentatives^ having signed six en? ^ 
. foiled hills. I am directed to bring them ta the Senate, for the signature of 
their President. 

The President pro tempore signed the six enrolled bills this day xeported ^ 
to have been examined ; and they were delivered to the committee, to be 
presented to the President of the United States'. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consideration 
of the, bill (S. 84) for the relief of the State of Michigan and of certain 
railro€fcdcot^anies; and no amendment being made, it -was reported to the 
' ■ Senate.' ^ ^ v > .-^ , .'."'; ^-, ' i^- ., ■ ■■, -' ;■ / • 

. Orrferferfj That it be engrossed, and' re^d a third time. 

The bill (S. 92) for the relief of Reuben Gentry, William Head, and . 
ether$, was read the second time, and considered as in Committee of th^ 
Whole ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. > 

Ordenedj That it be engrossed, and read a third tinae. 

The resolution (S. 25) for the relief of Putney dnd Riddle tvas read the 
second lime, and considered as in Conamittee of the Whole ; and no amend* 
menl being made, it w^Ls reported to the (Seriate. 

The bill(S. 103) further to provide for the punishment of offences against 
the United States was read ^he second time, and considered as in Oom^ 
' mittee of :the Whole ; and ^ 

On motion by Mr. Tappan, 

Ordered^ T\\^i the further consideration thereof be postponed until to- 
morrow. ., 

X Mr.'Breese reported, from the eommittee^ that they had this day presented , 
' to the Presi3ent of the United States the following enrolled bills : 

H. R, 377. An act for the relief of John Adanls, and John Adams,^ 
junior. - ^ 

H. R. 415. Auact for the relief of Walker, Kinkle, & Caruthers. , 

H. R. 441. An act for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 

H. Rl 522. An act for ihe relief of the president, directors, and company 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal Company. 

H. R. 601. An act to alter the corporate limits of Georgetown. 

S. 56. An act to amend an act entitled "An act to carry into effect, in < 
the Stiittes of Alabama and Mlssisseippi, the existing compacts with those 
States with regard to the five pet cent, ftmd and the school reser^tions." 

S. 100. An act to iimend the act entitled " An act making appropriations 

for the naval service for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of Jupe, 1345." 

^ S. 137. An act supplementary to "An act to repeal ?in dct for the better 

organization of the district court of the United States within the State of 

Louisiana,*' and for other purposes, approved February 13, 1845. 

Oi^ motion by Mr. Breese, 

Ordered^ That a member be added to the Committee 6n Enrolled Bills, 
and that he be appointed by the President pro tempore ; and 
, Mr. Ashley was appointed. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bin (H. R. 498) making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of Governrrient for the year ending the 30th of June, 1846, and for 
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otter purposes, reported it with amendments ; whieh were ofdered to be 
printed. 

T)ie Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution (H. R. 46) for an* 
nexing Texa$ to the United States; and ' 

After debate, and the consideration of Executive business, by unanimouf 
consent, 

-On motion by Mn Sevier, 

Ordered, That tlie Senate take a recess until 5 o'clock, P^ M. 

PIVJB o'clock, p. M. 

Mr. Br^ese reported, from the committee, that they had this day {^resei^ed 
to the President of the United States the following enrolled bills: 

S. 36. An act extending the jurisdiction of the district courts t6 certain 
cases upon the lakes and navigable waters connecting the same. 

S, 101. An abt explanatory of an act entitled " An act making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic expends of Government for the 
year 1S39.'' . 

S. 102. An act to authorize a relocdtion of land warrants numbers three^ 
four, and five, granted by Congress t6 General Lafayette. 

S. 117. An act vesting in the county o^missioners of the county of 
Wyandot the right to certain town lots and otit lots in the town of Upper 
Sanduskyj in the State of Ohio. 

S. 121. An act to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Wood^ 
worth. . 

S. 127. An act to authorize the South Carolina "Railroad Company to 
import certain pipes and machinery free of duty. 

The following message was received ftom the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Waggaman : ' 

To the Senate of the United States: 

of the( Senate of tl 
for. 

JOHN TYLER. 



In compliance with the resolution of the( Senate of the 3d instant, I here- 
with transmit the information called for. 



Washington, Feirwory 26, 1845. 

Tbes message was read. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the consid^ntion of 
the resohition (H. R. 46) for annexing Texas to the United States^ 
After debate, 
•On motion, by Mr. Bates, that the Senate adjourn, \ - 

It was determined in the negative, i]^^* ' ' ' * V * * ^?i' 

On motion by Mr. Walker, . 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Ciil* 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagip, Miller, Morehead^ 
Phelps, Porter,. Rives, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atcbispn, Aiherton, Bagby, Benton, Bucbftnan, 
Colc^uitt, Dickinson, Fairfield, If &]^ood, Henderson^ Huger, Lewis, 
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Woodbury. 
J. After furtber debate^ 

On motion, by Mr. Dayton, that the Senate adjourn, 

It was determiined in the negative^ 5^^®^^ • • * * ' • • ||i 

On motion by Mr. Walker^ 
The yeas and jiaygi being desired by oae-fifth of the Senators present, 
Those who voted in tlie affirmative, are, . > 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, ^errien^ jChoate, Clayton, Cril- 
tenden,^ Dayton, Evans, Poster, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, 
Mahgnm, Miller, Morehead, Pearce^ Phelps, Porter^ Rlve$, Simmonii, 
Upham, White^ Woodbridge. 
\> Those who voted in the negative, are> 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Brecst,' 
Bttdutnan, Colquitt, Dickinson,' Dix^ Foiirfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Hi^n* 
dfrson, Huger, X«ewis, McDuffie, Merrick^ Niles^Senjple, Sevier, Stur^eouK 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. . V 

The debate having been continued. 

On motion by Mt. Crittaiden, . * 

. The Senaite adjourned. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUABr 27, 1845. 

The President pro tempore presented a.memorial of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying the establishment of ^ 
United Stlates road from the falls of St. Croix to Lapointe, on Lake Su- 
perior; 

A memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin , 
praying the establishment pf a post route from Milwaukie to Fort Madi- 
son, in said Territory ; and , 

A memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, praying i fee construction of a road from Fort Howard, on Green bay, 
to Fort Wilkins, at Copper Harbor,^ on Lake Superior.. 

Ordered^ Tliat the memorials t)e printed. • 

Mr. Merrick presented a .petition of ciiizens of Natchez, Mississippi, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage, and the discontinuance of th(^ 
franking privilege. 

Ordered^ That it lie on the table. 

Mr. Bates presented a report of a committee, adopted by the Legislar 
tare of the Comnaon wealth of Massachusetts, P,ccomp^nied by resolution;^^ 
which 4?assed that body, declaring their opposition to the acquisition of 
any foreign territory to the United States by legislative efiaqtment as re« 
pugnant to the Constitution ; and objecting to the admission into the Union 
of Texas or any State or Territory not now within the limits of the Union 
on any ofher basis than that of the " perfect equality of freemen," 

Ordered, That the report and resolutions be printed. 

Mr. Pearce presented the petition of John Smith Hanna, praying that 
Texas may not be annexed to the United States. 

Orflfef»^, that it be printed. . 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, reported a bill (S. 144), 
supplementary to an act entitled ^< An act to fix the value of certain for- 
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e%Q monejF^ of accomit, in computationi^ nt the custam-hoases ;'' wtui^ ^ 
was read the first and second tirnes by unahimous consent, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole; and no amendment being made, it 
- was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered J That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The said bill, having been reported by the committee correctly engrossed, 
was read a third time by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title be as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives ther^n. 

. Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public LandS| reported a bitt 
(S. 145) to discontinue the land office at Fort Wayne, in Indiana, to. mod- 
ify the boundaries of certain land districts, and to provide for the sale of 
certain lands acquired from the Miami Indian^, in the same State ; whicb: 
Was read the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

The bill (S. 135) for the relief of William Henspn was read the second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no amendment ^ 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. ./r 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. Pearce, from the Committee oh Naval Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of J. Melville Gilliss, submitted a report, accompanied by. 
a resolution, (S. 26 ) for the relief of J» Melville Gilliss ; which was read, ^ 
and passed to tha second reading. ' 

Or^/ere^/, That the report be printed. 

Mr. Bayard, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, who were instructed 
by a resolution of the Senate, to inquire into the expediency of printing 
Certain asirononjical and magnetic observations made by Lieutenant Gil- 
liss, reported. : 

Whereupon, ^ 

Ordered, Thdii the astronomical and magnetic observations made by 
Lieutenant Gilliss, iinder the instructions of the Navy Department of this 
13th August, 1838, be printed for the use of the Senate; and that fiv^ 
htiridred copies, in addition to the usual number, be printed; two hundred 
of which shall be for the use of the department. 
On motion by Mr. Choate, ' 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Library be dii^eharged. from the ^ 
further consideration of the memorial of the American Statistical As^dcia- 
tion; and that the accompanying report be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole> the 
bill(H. R. 498) making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of Government for the year ending thef 30th of June, 1846, to- 
gether with the amendments reported thereto; and the reported >amend- 
Inents having been agreed to, with an amendment, 
/ On motion by Mr. Archer, 

.Orcfer^rf, That the bill lie on the table. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolution (H.' R. 46) for 
annexing Texas to the United States ^ and / 

; After debate. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, / / 

Ordered, That the Senate take a recess until 6 o'clock in the evetting. 
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SIX qV;LOC£ IN S^llB EVSNiNG. 

The Senate i^sqmed, as inComtnUtee of the Whole, the consideration ' 
"of the resolution (H.R. 46) fof annexing Texas to the United States. 

On motion, by Mr. Walker, to amend the resolution by adding thereto 
the following: - ^ 

^'Jindbe il further rtsohed, That, if the President bf the United States 
shall> in his judgment and discreti&n, deem it most advisable, instead of 
proceeding to submit the foregoing resolution to the Republic of Texas at 
an overture on the part of the United States for admission, to negotiate , 
with that Republic, then, ^et/re^o/vcrf, That a State, to be formed out. of 
the present Republic of Texas, with suitable extent and boundaries, with 
two' Representatives in Congress until the next apportionment of repre- 
sentation,* shall be admitted into the Union, by virtue of this act, on an 
equkl footing with the existing States, as soon as the terms and.conditions 
of such admission, and the cession of the remaining Texan territory to the 
United States, shall be agreed upon by the Governments of Texas and the 
United States ; and that tjie sum of one hundred thousand dollars be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated to defray the ej^penses of missions and 
negotiations^ to agrt^e upon the terms of said admission and cession, either 
by treatylo be submitted to the Senate, br by articles to be submitted iot , 
the two. Houses of Congress, as the President naay direct." 

A noiotion was made, by Mr. Foster^ tp amend the proposed ^mendmenti 
by inserting, in the 13th line, after "United States," ^^Jindprovidedyfur^ , 
/Aer, Thatjin fixing the terms and conditions of such admission,it shall b0 
expressly stipulated and declared, that the State of Texas, and such other 
Spates as may be formed of that portion of the present territory of Texas 
lying south of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude^ commonly 
known as the Missouri compromise line, shall be admitted into the Union 
with ot without slavery, as the people of each State so hereafter asking 
adntission may dejsire: Ai^d providedj furthermore^ That it shall beleilso 
stipulated and declared, that the public debt. of Texas shall ' iu no event 
become a Charge upon the Government of the United States." 

A division of the amendment proposed by Mr. Foster was called for 5^ 

and the question being taken on agreeing to the ^r^^ /?r<?mo thereof, 

C Yeas ^ IS 

It was determined in the J^^&^^^^^/yiJovg' * .... . . , 

- • On motion by Mr. Foster, - ■ ■ 

The yeas, and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Crittenden, Foster, 
Hamiegan, Huger, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, 
. Pearce, Phelps, Rives, Sevier. ' 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison^ Atherton, Bpgby, Bates, Benton, 
Breese, Buchanan, Cboate, Colquitt, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fair- 
field, Francis, H^y Wood, Henderson, Huntington, Lewis, McDuffie,MUler| 
Niles, Porter, Semple, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, Walker, White, Wooct 
bridge, Woodbury. 

On the question, to agree to the second proviso thereof, 

C Yeas ' 20 

It was determined in the negative, ^ ,.t^' ' * ' ' * ' / „;' ' 

o Oojtoc)|ifef^n;J}y Mr^Fpsler, , . ... 1 >. 

The yeas and nays being desire^ by one-fifth of the Senators? present^ 
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Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, C9ioate, Clayton, EirlanSy 
Foster, Frarida, Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson, Miller, Petirce, Pbelp^, 
Porter, Rives, Sinimous, Upham. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Alherton, Bagby* Behton, Bre^se, 
Buchanan, Colqiiitr, Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan,Ha7^ 
Wood, Henderson, Huger,'Lewis, McDaffie,Mangtim, Merrick, Morehead, 
Nilns, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, While, Woodbridge^ 
Woodbury. 

So the amepdment proposed by Mr. Foster to the amendment of Mr; 
Walker was not agreed to. 

On mo.tion, by Mr. Archbr, to amend the amendment proposed by Mr, 
Walker, by striking odt all after the word Besolifedf where it first occurs', 
and inseriing the following: 

** Thai (he Prendenl of the United Slates &€, and he is hereby^ requested 
to order iie^otiatwns to be entered into with the Governmeiit of Texus^for 
iJie transfer to t tie United States^ ivith the assent of the people of Tt^as^ 
of the territory^ with all rights incident thereto^ which now constittUa 
the said Stale of Texas ; and that the incorporation into the Union of 
the United States of the inhabitants of said State, and their adminssion 
to all the rights, privileges, and immunities, of t tie citiiens of the United 
States, as soon as may be consistent with the principles of the Federal 
Constitution, be stipttlated in suehtreaty^^^^ s 

It was determined in the negative, Sj^^y^^^^ ;. " " ' fj 

On motion by Mr. Walker, - 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the iSenators presetit, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
/ Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evaijs, F.ister, Francis, Huntington, Jamagin, Johnson, \ 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Up- 
ham. White, Woodbridgc. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Bt'eeSe, 
Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood,' Hen- 
derson, Huger, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles,Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 

So the amendment of Mr. Archer was disagreed to. 

On the question, to agree to the amendment proposed by Mr. Walker, 

It was determined in the affirmative, i X^^^' ' , ' * * ' ' IV 

^j^ays, • • • • • • xo» 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of thei Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

-Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagbj^, Bfenton, Breese, 
Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hitnnegan, Haywood, Hen- 
derson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles, Scrapie, Sevier, 
> Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negativfJ, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, JBayv^rd, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, I>ayton, Evans, Foster^ Francis, Htlmxngton, Jarntt|in, Mangum, , 



Miller, Moreheaai Pearce, Phdps, Porter, RSresiSlrtimons, Uphanti, Whifc^i 
Woodbridge. • . 

So the amendnfent was agreed toe 

No furtlicr ameridment being made, the reisolQtion was^ reported tt>th# 
Senate. ^ ^ 

The question being an conciirritig in the amendment made in Committee . 
of the Whole, on the motion of Mr. Walker, 

On motion, by Mr. Berrien, to amende the amendment, by striking oi^ 
the word *< eilher," in line 18 ; and after ihe word "^nate/* in the 19tt|- 
line, by striking out the words, ** or by aiiicl^&s to be submitted to the tw0 
Hoiises of Congress^ as the President may direct*^--^ 

; It was determined in. the negative^ J J^^^ ; -^ ! 'v* «'^ 

On motion by Mr. Beirrien, ^ 

^ The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
Thb$e who voted in the affirmative, are, / ' 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Chbate,Clayt(Mi^ OritM 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Franci?> Hnntington^Jarnagii^^ Johnson, Mangiim, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Uphaiiii 
White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, dre, ' 

Messrs. Alten, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bentoti, BreeseJ 
Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickiiison, Dix, Fairfield^ Haniicgan, Haywood, Uexi* 
derson, iluger, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles,Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 
On the question, to concur in the arifiendrhent. 

It was determined in the affirmative, J »^'' ' V/ * ' * 25* ^ 

On motion by Mr. Bates, . s ^ 

The yeas and najrs being desrired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted id th^ affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ath^irtrtn, Bsgbt, Beiit6n| Breese, 
Buciianan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dkx, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Heridersohj^Huger; Johnson, Lewis,' McDuffie, Merrick, Niles, Semple,. 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappaii, Walker, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit* 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives^ Simihons, Upham, 
White, Woodbridge. . 

On motion,. by Mr. Crittetiden, to amend the resolution, by striking otit, 
after the word « assembled," in the sjecond line, the following: 

"That Congress doth consent that the territory properly included withih 
and rightftilly belonging to the Republic of Texas may be greeted into a 
new State, to be calledthe State of Texa's, with a republican form of 6ov^ 
emment, to be adopted by the people of said Republic, by deputies in con- 
vention assembled, with the consent of the existing Goyernment,*in ord«r 
that the samo may be admitted as one of the States of this Union. 

"Sec. 2. ^nd belt further res^lved^ Thai the foregoing consent of COh^ 
gress is given upon the following conditions, and with the following guar^ 
;anties, to wit: ^ 

L "First Said 9ta!e to beformed, subject to th^ «^cwtment bf ihii Q^^\t^ 



«lt ; JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. im.m 

mem of all'qu6Stkmi» of boundary that may ntim with other Go v^nmeibts; 
and the Constitution thereof, with the proper evidence of its adoption by 
the people of said Republic of Texas, shall be iransnutted to the President 
of the United States, to be laid before Congress, for its final action^ on or 
before the first day of January, one thpusand eight hundred and forty-sixv 
. "Second. Said State, when admitted into the Union, after ceding to the^ 
United States all public edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and harbops, 
pavy ai3d iiavy yards, docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other 
property and means pertaining to the public defence belonging to said Re- 
public of ^Texas, shall retain all the public funds,* debts, taxes, and dues of 
every kind, which may belong to or be due and owipg said Republic ; and 
shall also retain all the vacant: and unappropriated lands lying within its 
limits, to be applied to the payment of the debts and liabilities of said Re- 
public of Texas ; and the residue of said lands, after discharging said 
debts and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may direct ; but in no 
event are said debts and liabilities to become a charge upon the Grovern- 
merit of the United States. 

"Third. New States, of convenient size, not cjxceeding four in number, 
in addition to said State of Texxs^ and having sufficient populdtibn, m^iy 
hereafter, by the consent of said State, be formed out of the territory 
thereof, which shall be entitled to admission upder the provisions of the 
Federal Constitution. And 6uch States as may be formed out of that ppr- 
tioaof said territdry lying south of thirty^six degrees thirty initiates north, 
latitude, commonly known as the 'Missouri conipromise line, shall be ad- 
mitted into the Union with or without slavery, as the people of each State 
asking admission may desire.* And in such State or States as shrill be 
formed out of said territory north of said Mis^souri compromise linej sla- 
very or involuntary servitude (except for crimes) shall be prohibited. 

*^^nd be it further resolved*^ ^-^ : 

It was determined in the negative, $y^^^^' ' ' * ' * ' ' ft' 

* 'iNays, ^ .... . . 28. 

Oa motion by Mr. Evans, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the^enaitors present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Bfjrrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit?^ : 
tenden, Dayton, Evahs, Francis, Huntingtpi^, Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Pearce, Phelps> Porter, Rives,. Simmons, Upham, White, 
Woodbridge, 

Those who voted in the negative, are, ^ 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, 
Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson^ Dix, Fairfield, Foster, Hapnegan, Hay- 
\irood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles, Sem- 
pie, Sevier, Sturgeon, iTappan, Walker, Woodbury. , 

On motion,^ by Mr. Archer, to amend the resolution, as amended, by strike 
iqgout all after the enacting clause, and in lieu thereof inserting, *' That 
4 he President of the United States bejOnd he is hereby y requested to or- 
der negotiations to be entered into with the Government of Texas, for the 
transfer to the United States, unth the assent of the people of Texas, of 
the territory, with all rights incident thereto, which now constitutes the 
said State of Texas; and that the incorporation into the Union of.the- 
United States oj the inhabitants of said State, and their admission t() 
all tM,r%hfs, prmle^i^^fi^d in^unUi^pf the citi^p^ of the- Uriiled 
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^tates^ as soon as map he consistent with the principles of the Federal 
ConstitutionyJ^e stipulated in such treaty^^--' 

A motion was made^ hj Mr. Foster, to ^iinend the amendmeiyt by adding 
ti^etetOy ^^ ^fidprovidedj furthery That, in fixing the terms and conditionf 
of such admission, it shall be expressly stipulated and declared, that the 
State of Texas, and such other States as may be formed of that portipn of 
fhe presenj; teTritory of Texas lying south of thirtj^six degrees thirty min* 
liites north latitude, commonly known as the Missouri compromise line, 
f hall be admitted into the Union with or ^^ithout slavery, as the people of 
each §tate so hereafter asking admission, may desire: JInd provided ^ fur- 
Jhermore^ That it shall be ab6 stipulated and declared^ that the public debt 
of Texas shall in, no event become a charge upqn the Government of the 
United 8tates''-r- 

j It was determined in the negative, 5 j^®^^* ,. .< . . . . . , 

On motion by Mr. Foster, ^ . 

. The yeas aud nayi^ being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Thosj^ who voted in the affirmative, are> . 

Mi^ssrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Crittenden, Foster, 
Henderson, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangiim, Merrick, -Morehead, Pear^l 
Rives, Sevier, 

Those who voted in the negative, are, . 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bates, Benton, Breese, 
Buchanan, Choate, Colquitt, Dayton, Dickins^on, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, 
Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Huntington, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Miller, Niles, Semple, Sturgeoh, Tappan, Upham, Walker, White, Wood ^ 
bridge, Woodbury. / 

,So the amendment proposed to the amendment was disagreed to. 

The .question recurring on agreeing to the amendment proposed by Mr. 

Archer, , ^ 

C Veas ' 2S 

It was determined in the negative, Iim ' ' ' ' * * ' ot' 

On motion by Mir. Evails, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators preaenty 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayird, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton^ Evans, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum^^ 
Miller, Mofehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Upham, Whit€f,' 
Woodbridge. 

Those who Voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
cbanan> Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, 
Henderson, Huger, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Stur- 
gepuy Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, 

So the amendmeiit was disagreed to. ' 

On motion, by Mr. Miller, to amend the resolution by striking out ail 
after the enacting clause, and inserting the following : 
' "TJiat the President of the United States be, and hpe hereby is, author- 
•ized and advised to open negotiations with Mexico and Texas^ for the ad- 
justment of boundaries, and dheunnexatipn of the latter to the United States, 
W the following basis, to wit : , . / 

«<I. The boundary of the annexed territory to be in the d^rt prairie 
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iiireitt oftfae Nnec^s, and alopg the MgMoiKis and im^mtain heights whi^ 
divide the watera of the Mississippi from the watera of the.Rio del Noite^ 
and to latitude forty-two degrees north. 

" II. The people of Texas, by a legislative act, or by any authentic tii^ 
which shows the will of the majority, to express their ^assent to said an- 
negation: .. 

« III. A Slate, to be called *the State of Texas,' with boundaries fixed 
by herself, and an extent not exceeding that of the largast State in the 
Vni6n,be admitted into the Union by viitue of this act, on an equal footing 
with the original Slates. 

"IV. The remainder of the annexed territory to be held and disposed of 
by the United States as one of their Territories, and lo be called ^the South-' 
west Territory.* 

« y. The existence of slavery to be forever prohibited in the northern 
and northwestern part <:^f said Territory west of the 100th degree of lati^* 
tude west from Greenwich, so as to divide, asequally as may be, the whole 
of the atmexed country between slaveholding and non-slaveholding States.; 

'•^ VL The assent of Mexico to be obtained by treaty to such annexation 
and boundary, or to be dispensed with when the Congress of the United 
States may deenci such assent to be unnecessary. ^ 

" VII. Other details of the annexation to be adjusted by treaty, so far as 
the same may come within the 5cope of the treaty-making power"-^ 

It was determined in the negative, 5 ^^*®' ; • / ^ ' ' • g^' ' 

On ihotion by Mr. Miller, ) 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative,' are, ' . ^ 

Messrs. Archer, Berrien, Ghoate, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, 
Miller, Phelps, Upham, Woodbridge. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Alleii, Ashley, Atchison, Aiherton, Bagby, Barrow, Benton, 
Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Foster, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Jarnagin, Johnson, Lewis, Mc- 
Duffie, Merrick, Niles, Pearcd, Rives, Semple^ Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury. 
Sb the proposed amendment Was disagreed to, 

,0n the question, " Shall' the amendment be engrossed, and the resolutioii 
ircad a third time ?" ^ 

It was deiermined in the affirmative, \1^^^' I .'•''•• f^' 

^ iN aysj' i' • . , ■ . . ; • j»d. 

On motion. 
The yeaaandnay^ being desired by one-fifth of the Senatotrs present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, ^ / 

Messrs Allen, Ashley, Atchison, AthertOn; Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bif- 
chanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hay wood, Hender- 
son, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, McDuffie, Merriok, Niles, Semple> Sevier> 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 
Those who voted iq the negative, are, . • . 

Messrs. Areher, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Ctlt^ 
lenden, Dayton, Evat^, Foster, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangmn, 
Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter> Rive», Sinaftoons, Upham, Whit0, 
We^bridgew 
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,-'S6it"waS' ^'-^ •■'■,, ^ - ■'■ . •■/.-: 

Gr(/ertf(/v That the attiendment be engrossed, and the rescrlution read a 
third time. •• ' " , 

The araendment to the said res6lntion,ha^ngbefetiTeported by thecora- 
aailteedorrectly engrossed, wasreada thirdtimei ' 
. /^^^p/v^^j That the resolution pass, with an amendment. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House, of 
Representatives in the araendment. , 
On motion, 

The Senate aiJjdumed. ; 

FRIDAY, FiaBBUAEY 88, 1S45. 

Mr. Dickinson presented two peiitioos of citizens of Seneca county. New 
York, praying the annexation of Texas^ and the adoption of oi^asujpes for* 
the /Occupation an4 settlement of the Oregon Territory. 

Ordered^ That they lie on the table. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a petition of citizeijs of Wyoming valley, Penn-_ 
sylvania, praying the passage oXthejointresplutioi;) for the relief of FraQ- 
ces Slocunci, of the Miami tribe of india.ns; which W)as referred to the 
Gonomitieeori Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Dix presented a petition of citizens of the United States, .praying , 
that negotiations may be directed to be ^ntc^red it^to by the United StateSf 
with the Govjernment of Great Britain^ for the acquisition of the provineet 
of Canada. - . 

Orderedy That it lieon the table. 

Mr. Cboate presented a petition of the iheirs at law of John Manning, 
deceased, praying indemnity for French spoliations prior ^o 1800. . 

Orflf^reflf, That it lie on tfie table* 
On motion by Mr. Allen, < ^ 

Ordtrtdj That Holly Raper have leave to withdraw bis petition 9rnd 
f(apers. , ^ ' 

On motion by Mr. Barrow, ^ ^ 

^Ordered, Tliat Thomas W. Chinn have leave to withdraw his petiti(^t| 
and papers. 

Mr., Ashley submitted the following resplittiQU; whjich vfiui. considered 
by unanimous consent,, and agreed to. 

Resolvedy Tbat thirty thousand copies of the report of the Com|iM^on«> 
ernf Patents, (omitting the list of patents,) in addition to thpse lieretofpiro 
ordered, be printed for the u^ of the Senate. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following resolution, which wns considered 
by tinaninfious consent, and agreed to. 

Resolved f That the Secretary of the Treasury be diriocted to report io 
t))e Senate, at the next session pf Congress, the nuipber of the pre-emption 
land claims in the State pf Louisiana for which patents cannot be isi^ued, 
on account of irregularities in the entries^or from other causes, and a plan 
£pr their adjustment, . ^ 

A message from the Hpu^e of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Bepresentatives have passed the fbllpwiiig 
resoliitipns from the Senate: , 
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S. ISI. A resolutkm ataiendatory of thQ resolutbn, pkjBsed Apri^^ 
r^spectipg the application of certain appropriations heretofore n\ad<?, 

S. 16. Resolution for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. . 

The following message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Tyler^ his secretary : 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit, herewith, a communication from the Secretary of the Treas^ 
ury, enclosing reports from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
dated the 25th instant, and acconxpanying papers, in compliance with your 
resolution of the 17th instaht, asking for information relative to reserva- 
tions of mineral landain the State of Illinois, south of the b^e line, and 
west of the third principal meridian. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Vfx^BmQTOTS^ February 2^^ \SAb. 

' The message was read. " . ^ 

The President pro tempore laid before the Setiite a report of the Secre- 
tfiry of the Treasury, made in compliance with a riBsolution of the Senate, 
on the subjectof printing a synopsis of the commercial ancl revenue system 
qf the United States ; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance, 

^ The President pro tempore laid before the Senate a report of this Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, showing the progress which has been made, during 
the year 1844, in the construction of standard weights, measijres, and bal- 
ances; which was read. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Ordered^ That it bis printed, and that two hundred copies, in addition 
to the usual number, be printed fox the use of the office of the superin- 
tendent. • 
On motion by Mr. Miller, ^ 

Ordered^ That the message of the President of the United States, of 
the 2$th instant, in relation to the operations of the United States squad- 
ron on the coast of Africa, be printed. 
On motion by Mr. Archer, 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Foreign Relations be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of a number of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, presented the 26th instant; and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee 6n the Judiciary* 

Mr. Dix, from the Comndittee on Pensions, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 535) for the relief of George Wentling, reported it without 
-amendment, and subnaitted a report on thesubject; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Archer, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 637) regulating commercial intercourse with the 
islands of Miquelon and St. Pierre, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to, whom was referred the 
.resolution (H. R. 71) directing the Secretary of the Trieasury, whenever 
istny State shall have been or may be in default for the payment of interest 
or principal on inv^tments, in its stocks or bonds held by the United States 
in trust, to retain certain moneys to which such State is entitled, for the 
purposes Ihereih named, reported it without -amendment. 
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The Senate proceeded to oonsidehr the report of the Committee on Pett- 
siona on the petition of the heirs pf Martha Hough; and in concurrence 
therewith, . 

'5ei?o/vcrf; That the ptJ^yer of the petition ought not to be. granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions on tKe petition t)f Stephen Snow ; and, in concurrence therewith, 

Besolvidy That the pirayer of the petition ought tiot to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to cbrisider the report of the Committee on Pen- 
sions oil the petition of Moses White ; and in condurrenc? therewith, 

^e^o/verf. That theprayet of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pen- . 
jSions on the petition bf Lucy Ann Roberts ; and in concurrence therewith, > 

Resolved^ That the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted. 

The Sedate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Pub- 
lie Lands on the petition of citizens of White ccTunty, in Indiana, reilatin^ 
to errors iti surveys 6i public lands;, and in concurrence therewith, 

Ordered^ That th^ comtnittee be discharged from the further considera* 
tion of, the subject. 

The Senate resumed tlve consideration of the bill, on its third reading, 
(S. 87,) to enable the <Jhickasaw nation to try the validity of «their claims 
in the courts of the United States^and \ , ' .'' 

On the* question, "Shall this bill pass?" 

It was determined in the aflBrmative, ^ j^,' ' ' * ' * ' ^5 

On motion by Mr. Jarn^gin, 

The yeas and nays being desired, by one-fifth of the Sensators present, 
. Those who voted in the affirmative, are,' ' '>' 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Barrow, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan,'. 
Choate, Colquitt, Dickinson, Foster, Hannegan, Henderson, Johnson, Por- 
ter, Sturgeon, Walker, Woodbury. 

Those w;ho voted in the negative, are, ' 

Messrs. AUeUj Atchison, Bagby, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Evans, Jarga- 
gin,McDuffie, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Scrapie, Tappan, White. 
' So it was 

jResohBd, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be as aforesaid.: 
- Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Rfjpresentatives therein. . 

The bill (S: 84) for the relief of the State of Michigan and of certaiti rail- 
road companies, having been reported by the committee correctly eh-^ . 
grossed, the bill was reaxi a third time. ^ 

On the qtiestion, ^' Shall this bill pass ?'* 

C Yeas 22 

It was determined in the affirmadve, I p^y * / * '' * ' * jg' 

On motion by Mr. Sturgeon, > 

/ The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Clayton, Colquitt, Crittenden, Evans, 
Foster, Francis, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, McDuffie, Morehead, Phelps, . 
Porter, Semple, Simmons, Upham, White, Woodbridge, AVoodbury. 
Those who voted in the negative, are, 
Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
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Daytpn, Piokinsoij, Dlx^'Fairfield, Hjinnegan, Hayiy'dod, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Sturgeon, Tappan. 

So it wasr v 

Resolved^ That this biitl pass, and that the title thereof b^ a;$ aforesaid. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. . . 

On motion, by Mr. Allen, that the previoiis orders be postponed, and 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (H.R. 497) for the 
admission of Iowa and Florida into the Union, 

* C Yeas 2 '^ 

It T^as deterniined in the xiegative, ^ ^^^g^ ^ • • • ' ' ' '26 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one fifth of the Senators present, ^^ 
. Those \yho voted in the affirmative, are j .. ^ 

Messrs. AlleUj^ Aslilcy, Atchison, Atherton,Bagby, Bentpn, Breese, 
Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hay wood, lin- 
ger, McDuffie,Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, AVoodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard^ Berrien, Choate, Clayton,. Critr 
tepcien, .Dayton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Johnson, Manguu), Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Simmons^ 
Uphani, White, Woodbridge. 

The following bills and resolution, having been reported by the conimit-. 
teecorrectlyjengrossed,werd read a third lime: 

S. 93. Bill for tjie relief of Reuben Gentry, William Head, and others. 

S. 135. Bill for the relief ofWilliam Henson. 

S. 25. Resolution for the relief of Putney and fiddle. 

Besolvedf That the said hills jand resolution pass, and that their respectivij 
titles be as aforesaid. ^ 

Orderedf That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives therein. 

A message from the Hpuse of Representatives, by Mr. French, th^ir 
Clerk: V , 

<Mr. Presidenir The House of Representatives have passed a hi)} (H,^ 
R. 541) making appropriations for certain harbors an4 rivers, in which' 
they request tbe concurrence of the Senate. 

They concur in the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 392) fpr 
the relief of Samuel Neely, and iii the amendment of the Senate to the 
iaBsolutiQn (H. R. 46),for annexing Texas to the United States. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the following bills : 

H. R. 427. An act for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts. 

tt. R. 629. An act in alteration of an act entitled f< An act to.establish 
a port of delivery at the city of Lafayette, in the State of I-ouisiaua. 

S. 1. An act to change the time of holding the Federal conns in Ken- 
tucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Louisiana. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary: 

Mr. President: The President of the United States has approved and 
signed the following acts: 

S. 127. An act to- authorize the Sojith Carolina Railroad Company to 
import certain pipes and machinery free of duty. 



S. 117. An act vesting. iath^ county commissioners of the cownt]^ of 
Wyandot the riglit to certain te^wn lots and out lots ih the town of tipper 
Sandusky, Ohio. 

S. iOI. Anaiet explanatory^ ai^aiot f entitled <^. All act j&aliiQgiappro* 
priations for the civil and diplomailic e:i^p^iiaes of CrovedrB«iei;it for the year 
IBB9.'^ . ..,•'..•; ^...■: ■ . ■ ,^ •• . . :■.< 

& 1 2 1 . An act to exitend a patent; heretofore granted to WiUiaia Wmii- 
worth..' - , ^ / .■ .-> .,;:•' •■ . ,i :: -■; , ■ -:• .r ■, -.., 

S. 102. An act to authorize a relocation of land warrants nuir^eralhree, 
four, and fiye, granted by Congress to Gen^rai Lafory^^ 
, S. 36. An act extendiog the jurisdiction of the distriotj courts t0 Qc»tei$ 
cases upon the lakes and navigable waters couPQetingJbe^sanije. . 

S. 64. An act supplementary to ^ An act ifor the better organization of 
the distcict court of the United St&tea within the State ^f Jyouisiaiia/^ an4 
for other purposes, approved Febd^uary 13, 1345. , 
1 Si 100* An^ct Ui ai3(Kend. the act entitled ^^ An aet making appraprialions 
for the naval service for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845." r . 

S. 56. An act to amend an act entitled <VAn act to cairxy^iDtoJeffect, in 
the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing ea«|^ftet9 wHh thbae 
States with regard to the five per cent, fund and the school reservations." 

Ordetedy That the Secretary notify this HoUise. of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in eointaittee of the Whole; the 
bill (H. R. 498) niaking appropriationis for the Civil and diplomatic expenses 
of Government for the year ending the 30th June, one thousand eight 
hundred arid forty ^ix, and for other purposes ; and haying beeri ameirded, 
the bill was reported to the Senate. 

On the question, to cdncur in the folio wing amendment : • ' 

Section 7, page 34, aftet line 51, irisen: 

For paying the ApHl and July instalments of the Mexican indemnities 
due in 1^44, the slim 6f two Imhdrecf and seventy^ve thousand dollars; 
provided it shall be asdeitained, to tji^ satisfaction of the Atnerican (Jov- 
ernment, that said instalments have beeri paid by the Mexican Governinent 
to the agent appointed by the Utiited States to receive the same-— 

• '! "''-■' C YeftS' sfi ^ 

It was determinecJ in thjg ^ pegatiye, ^j Navs' ' ' * * ' * ' 24 

On motion b^ Mr. Evans, ' ' ' 

'- The yeas and ndys being dtesiifed ^)y one^fth of the Senal5qrs present, 

Those who voted in the aflSrmative, atei, . ' 

Messrs. Allen, Archer; Ashley, Atchfeon, Biigby, Barrow, Benton, 
Breese, Chdate^ Diddhdon^ Dtx, Frauds, Hannegan, Haywood, Jarnagin, 
ifevier, Sitoirions, Walkeir,^ White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, ' 

Messrs.^ AthertOtt, Bates, Bay atd^ Berrien, Budianan, Clayton, Colquitt, 
Gfittenden, > Dayton, fivWsi T%irfield, Poster, Huger, Huntington, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Marigurtl, Miller, Mofehead,Niles, Phelps, Semple, Uphairi, 
Woodbury;-" ...:.-»: ^^ ..,-'./■.!:.—.:.. . -Is 

On motion by Mr. Lewis, / ' . ^' 

That the Senate reeohsMer the vote ta^ ttieritiohed, . ' ;; 

It w^s deterniiftefd in the affirfhative ; and 
On the Question, to confcur in ttfe said iamendment, '^ 
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iryrf^s ^etermiped in ihq affirmative, ^ pj* V " • • • • • ^^» 

On motion by Mr. Eyan$, 
' Tl» 3rea»«iid nays being desiribd bf oii«-6fth of the Senatois present, 

Thote vrho voted m the affirmaUvey ave^ 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby , Barro w, Benton, Choate, 
]>iridHsan, DiK, Fra^neis, Hftnnegan, Haywood, Jsurnagin, Johnson, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Porter, Sevier, Simmons, Walker, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bates, Berrieii, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, , 
iVwler, Huger, Huntington, Lewis, McDi;iffie, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Semple, Upham, Woodbury. 

So the am^sdment was concurred in. 

The amendments made as in Committee of the Whole having been 
concurred in, and the bill being further amended, 

(Mttmedy ThM the amendments be engrossed, and that the bill be read 
a third time. 

On motioA^ 

The Senate adjourned* 

SATURDAY, Mahc^ 1, 1845. 

Mr, A^^l^^ pr^ese^ted a peUtipn of citizc^n^ pf Wasbioglon cQunty^ JVEis- 
§|puri,jpr^yip[g^ ^mepdnfient of the n^tm:^l|?:atipn law? pjf the Vnit^d $|at^sj 
^hich, Was refiprred to the Qqpamittee on the Judiciary. 
Mif. Johnson sul;)mitte4 the fpllowiog re^p^Uon for coni^ideJ[8^Uon;^ -^ 
Resolved f That the Secretary of War be (jUjccted tp^repprt tp th§ S^^at^^ 
at the next session of Congress, thp condition pf th^ h^^bpr £^t tjbe q^piith of < 
the river Lafourche, in the State pf LpuipiaBa,apd the sum r^quir^ to ipa- 
prpve th^ same, and to renw)ye therefrom tb,^ obstructiQns pepasipn^d U>«ire- 
in, and tp the paviga^tion of the s^id river^ in its vicinity, by ordwof G^»fv 
e|^l Jftck?9n, during the ii;iv4;^ip>i of ^^ouisjana ii?,thi^ y^ar J814, 
^ir. Crittenden submitted the fojlp wing resolutiopa whjcli^ rc^d: 
Resolved^ That there l^e paid, out pf tfje po?iting^i|| ftmd of the Sen%ti^, 
to ^ch of the messengers of the ^epate, the same per diem as is now al- 
lotted to Robert P. Anderson, cpm^eneing With the present session. 
Mr. Morehead submitted the following rp^olqtipfi for cppsidoT^Uon : 
jB^4?9/v/^£/, That the Sei^r^j^ry of Wfir I?p ir^cya^si^d Jp cpmI^unicf^(te to 
. the Senaife, if it be prepared, and if not, to the Sepr^tftry of thfS; Senate dur- 
ing tb^recei^r Pie vet Cgtgtaia yrepaont^s p^port p^f b^ lat^ pxppditipii to 
Or§gop, in the yp^rs 1843 ^^i4 1844^ ^n^ tjfi^t tjj^jr^ be print0^* fpr thp u^ 
of the Senate, five thousand e:KUa cppips pf ^i v/^]^qrtf tpgpthpj. witti th0 
report of his expedition to the Rpcky Moumaips in i^^^2, whiph is Wr?by 
4jr^9t9d to be reprinted with theieport p^ thf-lftsfepW^l^WPO 

Mr. Wopdb^^icjg^ pr^$ewtpd the predepti^ii? pf the honojc^bl? Lewi^ CfW?# 
c^(^^ A Sen^tpr bj^ th^Xiegi?)aiur^ pf thp State pfMiclj|gjB^fl,fpjr thet^up of 
SIX y^ars, commencing^ on the fourth day ojf March, one thousand ^igtitbUQ- 
dred and forty-five ; which were read. >,. v , 

The President pro ^p[^porp J§id. pe^i^s tl^^Seiwitp 4 f ppprt of the Saore- 
tary of War, made in complianp^ wi;h A^^iffif^u^qn fff the^ Senate, sbptwing 
the persons who have rppeivpd j^ny 54;ri|^TS^<^ fflp^eiy, ciertifipi^^ 
ty, or property, on account of certain Chickasaw and Cho^tfiw Indians, 
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since Ihe 1 St of J^Quaryy 1^40^ Which, was readv&iidlyOti motiim bf Mr. 
Merrick, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Sevier, ff0m the Committee on Pensi<^i^, to whom the following 
bills were referred— 

H. R. 45S. An act granting a pension to Riehard Elliot ; 

H. K. 45&. An act for the relief of EUMbeth Fiteh ; t 

H. R. 461. An act for the relief of £!lijah Blodgetr-r-repoxled the sani» 
/without amendment, and that they ought not lo pass. 

Mr. Sevier j from the Committee on Pensionis, to whom was referred «be 
bill (H. R. 460) for the relief of Isaac Allen^ report^ it Without ameod- 
mtnt. 

Mr. Evans, iro^ni the Conimittee on Finance, to whom was refer:red the 
bill (H. R. 491} making appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Ii^ian department, and for fulfiUiog treaty stipulattons with 
the various Indian tribes, for the fiscal year commencing the first day 'of 
loly, 1846, and ending the 30th day of June, 184^ reported it with 
amendments ; which were ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. Berrieuy from the Committee on the Judicuiry, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution (H. R. 61) in relation to the issuance 6fgraiM of eei!' 
tain lands in Louisiana^ reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. Bagby, from the Committee on Territories to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. $98) making approprkuions (or certain knprovementsi in 
ibe Territory of Iowa, reported it ^vithout ame£idment. 

Mr. I^vans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
memorial of merchants and ship owners of New York, praying tha^t cer- 
tain duties paid by them upon the importation of coffee may be refunded, 
submitted a report ; whieli was ordered to be printed. 
.On motion by Mr. Jamagin, 

Ordered^ That the Conamittee on Revoiutionary Claims be discharged 
fio^m the further conRBideiatiofi of the petition of the execu^r of Robett 
Wilmott. 

On motion by Mr. Bagby, 
; Ordered f That the Committee 011 Territories b«^ discharged fn>m the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. 506) authorising the PreiMeBtof the 
United States to issue patents for lots sold in the town of Mineral Point, in 
the Territory of Wisconsin. 
On motion, 

Mr. Ashley was excused from serving on tfae Gammittee on Enroll^ 

ma. 

' On motion by Mr. EJvaus, 

Orcferefl^, That a member be appointed on the Conimittiee an Enrolled 
Bills, in place of Mr. Ashley, excused ; that an additional member be ap« 
pointed ; and that the appointments be made by \he President pro tem- 
pore; and , ^ 

Mr. Sturgeon and Mr. Jarttagin were- appointed. 

Mr. Dickinson, fron^ the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was re^ 
fenred th» metmorial of Samuel H. Thompson, submitted an advei^ report ; 
whieh was ordered to be printed. - 
On moftion by Mr. Berrien, 

Orderedy That the Committee ou the Judiciary be diseharg^d from the 
fiirther canei(feratton of the message xif the Prudent ^ the United States 
of the 20th instant,^ communicating copies of despatchesirpHij^ AnSferit 
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can minister at the Ganrt of Brazil; and that the meMage and the accom- 
panying docunoients be printed. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr, President : The House of Representatives have passed a resolu- 
tion to suspend the Idth joint rule, so far as respects the bills (fl. R. 501) 
'entitled <^An apt making appropriations for the support of the army for 
the year ending the SOth of June, 1846," (H. R; 502,) entitled <^Aii0)et 
making appropriations for the naval service for the year ending 30th June, 
1846/^ and (H. R. 4«6,) entitled " An act to establish certain post rbutes.** 

The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, to consider the resoluti<m 
from the House of Representatives to suspend the I6th joint rule ; and 
' Resolved^ That they concur therein. 

Orrftfrerf, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

A message from the House of Representatives^by Mh French, their 
€lerk: * ^ 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives havepassed bills of the 
iidlowing titles : 

H. R. 501. An act making appropriations for the support of the army 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1846 ; 

H. R. 500. An act making appropriations for the> naval service for the 
year ending 30th June^ 1846; in which they request the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

The two bills last mentioned, from the House of Representatives, were 
lead the first and second times by unanimous consent. 

Orderedy That they be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill (H. H. 541) ihaking appropriations for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors and rivers therein mentioned, and for other purposes, was read 
the first and second times by unaniinous consent, and referred ta the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

The amendments to the bill (H. R. 498) making appropriationfi( for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year ending the 30tli 
of Janie, ia46, and for other purposes, having been reported by the com- 
mittee correctly engrossed, was read a third time. 

Resolved^ That this bill pass, with amendments. 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendments. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of Rep> 
resedtatives to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (M;R/494) making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department for the fiscsu 
year ending 30th June, 1846. 

On motion by Mr. Erans, ; 

Resolvedy That the Senate concur therein. 

Orderedy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill (S. 46) to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the 
use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and. for the prevention 
c^ frauds on the reyenues of the Post Office Department. 

On the question, lo concur in the two foUowing amendments of the Hous€l 
of Repreeenttttives: > ,.. 
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Line 8, after the word <* mail/' insert " for any flistalice utidet rtiree hun- 
dred milesj*' 

Line 9, after the word "cents/' insert <* for any distance over three hun- 
dred miles^, ten cents''^- 

/ C Yeas " ^5 

It was detei:min^d fn the affiroiatiye, j j^ J * V ' * ' ' 7' 

Qn motion by Mr. Woodbridge, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of th^ Sehcltbrs present, 

Those who troted in the affirmative, are, 
' Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchatian^Choate, Clayton, Colquitt, Dayton, Dibkmson, Bist, Evans,' 
Fairfield, Francis, Hanfiegan, Heinderson, Huger, Huntington, Johnson^ 
Lewis, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Sevier, Simmons, Tappan,' 
Upham, White, Woodbury: 

Those who voted in the negative, ai'e, 

Messrs. Atchison, Bree^, Hay wood/ Jarhagin, Semple, Sturgeon, Wood- 
bridge. - '' ■ 

So the amendments were concurred in. 

On the question, to concur in the following amendment : 

Line 3, strike out "passage of this act," and insert, in lie^ thereof, " first 
day df July next"— 

A motion was made, by Mr. Benton, to amend the amendment by adding 
thereto ** Members of Congress and Delegates from Territories may receive 
letters, riot exceeding two oiinces in weight, free of postage, during the re- 
cc^ss of Congress, any thing to the contrary in this act notwithstanding ; 
and the same franking privilege which is granted by this act to the mem- 
bers of the two Houses of Congress is hereby extended to the Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States; and" — ' 
i C Yeas ' »« 

It was determined in the affirmative, I j^.J * * ' 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 

The yeas and nAys being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, .1 

Messrs. Alien, Archer, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, fienton, Berrien, CoU 
quitt, Dickinson, Dix, Evatns, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Johns<>n, Lewis, 
Mtogum, Morehead, Phelps, Semple, Sevier, Stu^rgepn, Walker, Wood - 
bridge, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atherton, Bayard, Choate, Clayton, Fairfiield, Francis, 
Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Merrick, Miller, Niles, Porter, Siifnmo^s, 
Tappan, UphatiJ, White. 

80 the amendment to the amendnl^nt of the Hbuse was agreed lb. 

On the question, to Concur in the amendment as amended, 

It was determined in the affirmative. 

On motion, by Mr. Sinimons, to reconsider the vote on concurring in the 
two amendments in lines 8 and 9, relating to the rates of postage— 

' C Yeas 3d 

Jt was determined in the "^g^^^v®, ^ ^^ ' \ ' * * ' ^^ 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 
The yeas and nays being desired by one^fifth of the Senators j[>re9^nt, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Barirow, Breese, Choate, Colquitt, Francis^ 
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Haywood, UnxtUngUknyMerndii MUler^ MorebeadjJ^iMvI^rt^i'^ ^t^P^e^ 
Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Woodbridge. 
.Those who voted in the negatire^ are, • 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Bayard, Benton, Berrien^ Clay* 
ton, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Ers^ns, Fairfield, Foster, Hannegan. Render*^ 
son, Huger, Johnson, Lewi3^ McDuffie, Manguni, Phelps, S^vier^ Upham, 
Walker, Woodbury. 
. So the motion to reconsider was disagree4 to. 

Whereupon, 

Mesolvedf That the Senate concur in the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the said bill, with an amendment to the fir^t amendment.: 

Orderedy That the Secretary request the concurrenoe of the House of 
Representatives in the amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committ^ of the Whole, the; 
resolution (H. R. 71 ) directing the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever any 
State sdiall have been or may be in default for the payment of inteifest or 
principal on investments in its stocks or bonds held by the^ United States- 
in trust, to retain certain moneys to which ^ch Slate is entitled, for t-he 
purposes therein named. 

On motion,^y Mr. Hannegan, that the resolution lie on the table, 

C Yeas ' 18 '• 

It was determined in the negative, ) j»j« ' ' * * ' * ' ' 05*^ ' 

On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 

The yeas, and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the afiirm^tive, are, 

Messrs- Allen, Ashley^ Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Breese^ Bucbana^^ 
Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix^ Hannegan, Haywood, Huger^ Semple, Sevier^ 
Sturgeon, Tappan, White. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Cikytbn, Dayton, 
Evans, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Huntington. Jarnagin, Jobneon, Lewis, 
McDuffie^ Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, 
Upham, Woodbridge, Woodbury. 

Aftei; debate. 

On motion, by Mr. Dickinson, timt the resolution lie on the table, 

C Yeas 18 

It was determined in^ the negative, j ^^ ' ... . . . 9 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

The yeas and nays being desired hy one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in tfie affirmpitive, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, B|reese, Bu- 
chanan,rfj0lquitt, Dickinson, Dix, HannegaUi Haywood, Huger, Sempte, 
Sevier, Sturgeon^ White. 
' Those who voted in' the negative, are, 

Messrs, Ajreber, Barrow, Berrieti^: Choate, Clayton^ CritteiMlen, Dayfon, 
Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, John^p • 
son, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, MiHer, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Upham, Walker, Woodbridge, Woodbury. 

No amendment being made, the resolution was reported to the Senate. 

On the qiiestkm, " Shall this resolution pass to a third reading ?" 

It was, determiuied in the affirm^^tive, f j^^^^' V ' ' *, * 1% 
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On moticMi by Mr. Breese, ^ : 

The yeas and nays being desired by one- fifth of the Sdnsftotd presi^tj 

Messrs. Archer^ Atherton, Barrow, BetriM^i^hodt^Oltcytlni^GntCendei^^ 
Dayton, Eirans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, |l6i]dkrsM,HmitiDgtoii,'Jarna- 
§^ <(0ltW>n> 1^1^ Mangtim, M^rfMclreK^adyNile?^ Phd^s, 

S>kttiitK»|}ft^ Tappany Upham, W^alterf, Wotedbridg©^ Woc^dbur^.» r ■ 

Those who voted in the negative, are, i :^ ♦ ' t 

iM!ef9f84 AUen^ Aishley, Atobison^ Bagby, Besitoh^ Breese^ Budhartan, 
Ci»^uilt^ Dicittiison^ Dix, Hannegad, May'wood^ Huger, P^tfierf S^ti^kf 
Sey|B^,.Slpigfe0ii,:Wlitoe^ ' . '^ •■-•: ^; s- ■,- ^i .:-:■! 

1^ ^aiii resdiitieB was leiri » ifaM 
^e90iv$iti l^at this reilolution pass/ v' ' ^ 

Ordenedy That the Secretary notify the Hbttei^ df Repre^ferltorflvt^aei^ 

A lM9sag^ ffomi tha MoBse of Representatives, by Mr. Fr^dh, ihQff 

' Mr. President: TheHotiSe of - ReprfteeliWtives concur^ iti the attteild*^ 
ment of the. S^tiat^ (d the &isti ameBdnibnt of the House* ^ Ra^r^sMmtiviss^ 
tb l(be bill(&46) td]?ediiceithe mtes of pM^ us^ atid^cotrect 

theaibttseof the ftank&ig frivile^^ andtoipreveiitifrsteds on ttie^ t^vetiiftii^^ 
of the Post Office Department 

They have passed ^he btlf fntMn the Senate (S. 8) to grdtrt Cifrtebin lands 
to the Slaie of Indianay the belter to enable the ^\i. State* to extetld atid^ 
dtNsnplete the Wabash and Brie eaiial from Terw Haute to the Ohio riir^r. ' 

They have pass^ a biU (M^ R; 4d#) to establicih c&t^m post itnrt^$, in> 
which they re^rtestthe concurrence of the Senate. 

I am directod lK» infbhn the Senate that M^. Benton and Mr. Sretigle 
helve been added to the Commi^e on Bnrdlkd Bills dit th«r part of the 
House of RepresiantativeSi '- ; f^ 

The Speaker of the House of RepccsentMivds having signed four en- 
rolled bttiB and three onroUed resolutions, I am directed to bring thenito 
tW'Senale^foq* the sigcM^re of their President. ^ - ■ 

Mr. Breese reported, iironi the commiueis, thid; tiiey had exiiiititied and' 
feulhd duly enrolled the bin (H. R. 392) for the relief of Samuel Neeljr, and 
the foJtowing enf oiled resolutions r 

S. 12. Resolution amendatory of the resolution passed April 30^ 11^44^' 
rl«pectttig the appltcatioh of cerlfein appropriations heneitofof^ made. 

S. 18. A resolution for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. TTiofn^dti. 

H.a»4d. ftftsolution fdr annexing Texas^o the United Stktee. 

The PreaMent signed the three enrolled bills (& 1, H; R. 4S7^ai9) re-^ 
poMed to hiiVe been examined the; 2^th February, and the* erii^oiled bU^ 
(H. R. 3^) a«d the three enrolled reiolimdns (H; R. 46> 8. 12, 18) la^' 
reported to; have been examdned ; and they Were delivered to the coiti^-'^ 
mittee, to be presented to the President of the United States. i 

.' Oh metionbyMr. Evani^ 

Ordered^ That the Senate take a recess from 3 to 6 b'clock, P. M. 

SIX o'clock IN THE EVENING. _ 

Mr. Dix, from the Cemmittee on Penaons^ to whom the followhig petiw i 
tMHas were referred-^ , 
^.Petitioii of Mary Ann Q^Brien^ ' . ; a i; u 
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Petition of He^ekiah Hamlet; 

Petition of Smith Oam } r 

Petition of Mary Blakesle^— eubmitted an adverse report if> each case; 
which was ordered to be priated. 
On motion by Mr, Dix, 

Ordered^ That the Cootunittee on Pensions be disohAr|ed iibm the ifntthei: 
consideration of the petition of Robert Ralnsay^ and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Dix^ from the Comniittee on Pensions, to whonf^ was referred ihe 
bill (H. R. 516) placing the name of Benjamin Alien on ihef invalid pen- 
sion roll, submitted an adverse report; which was ordered. la b& printed. 

The bill (H. R. 426) to establish certain poet rontes Was read tlie first 
and second times by unanimous consent^ and referred to tkk Committee 
on the Post Office dnd Post Roads. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the' 
repcfrt df Ihe Sei^fetary of the Treamtry, transmitting, im complianee with 
a resolution of the Senate, statements showing the amount of duties upon- 
foreign merchandise which has been refunded since the last session of 
Congress, submitted a report ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Committee on Pensions, to whbm was referred 
the bill (H. R. 510) fbr the relief of March Farringtonr reported it withont 
amendment. 

Mr, Woodbridge, from the Committee oh Comuiercie, to whom vras re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 541) making appropriations for the improvement of 
certain harbors and rivers therein named, and for other purposes, reported 
it wiUi. amendments; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution for consideration: 

Resoived^ That the Secretary of War ^be directed to tra<Asmit to ttie Sen- 
ate the reporttnade by John Stockton, »iperititendent of the mineral lands 
on Lake Superior, with the map accompanying the same. ? 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 

Qrdelred, That two hmfidred additional copies of the report of the Secre • 
tary of the Treasury on the commerce and navigation of the United States 
bs printed, for the use of the Treasury Department. 

The Senete proceeded to consider, sis In Comraitteeof the Whole, the^ 
bill (H. R. 497) for the admission of the States of Ibwa and Florida into 
tbaUnion.- • ■ J .• - ;;• - ^•- :,.."'.' 

On motion, by Mr. E vansy to amend lite bill by ins)sl^tfItg, at t h^ enidl 
of the bill,thefoUolting: provisor ; ^ 

^^Providedi h&wever^ That^ so far as retatesito iFlorida) this act shatl not 
take e^timtil after a conveiilti6n of delegates^ elected' by the' qualified 
viH^rsdf Florida, shall havesdalteied the Cdnetftotien adopted' by the^ c^n^ 
ventioni of delegates on the I Ith January, l»Q9,li8i to itrifce fr6m article 
14ihi ineaidCdnstitation, the first and third sediaws, in the foHowii^ wordis; 
namely: .^ ' ^- - . '.:. ■ - ^ ■'-? -■ ■ '^ ^ ; 

" * Sec. 1. The General Assembly shall have Ao powerto. pass laws for 
the emancipation of slaves. I ' ' 

"«Sec. 3. The General Assembly shall have power to pass laws to pre- 
vent free negroes, mulattoes, or other persons of color, from emigratii^ to 
this State,^r from being diechaarged- ftbtti' on bofard 'any vessel m kny of 
the ports of Florida;* and nothing contained in the same, in substance *0^' 
principle, shall be inserted in place theredO'W lA'ttn^ ^Ih^r piartd <tf said 
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Gonslituitom As soon^asthe akemtionsr herein rei^red ^all hav^ been 
made, and proof thereof laid before the Presiddtit of the United States^ 
he sliaU annoimce the same by proclamation; and thereupoti; and without 
any further ^ pfoceedings on the part of Congrees, the adfiiission of sa^id 
State of Florida into the Union, as one of the United States of A^nerica, 
^H be coiwddeted as complete'*— 

It was determined in the ^^^g^^ive, Jj^^^V V V ' * * * * Jt^ 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Tbci ye^s and nays being desired by one*^f^h of the Senators pregsent, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are/ - ■ 

Me£»r8. Choate, Dayton, Evtfns, Francis, Huntington, Miller, "Phelps, 
Porter, Simmons, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negs^tive, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Blagby, Barrow, 
Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Colcmitt, Crittenden, Dickih- 
son, Dix, Fairfield, Foster, Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Httger, John- 
son, Lewis, MeI>^ffie,Mangum, Merrick, Mo^ehead,N 
Sturgeon, Tappan,WalkerjWoodbqry. . ^ 

No amendment being made, the bill wasreportied to the Senate. 

Orffet»^rf, That it pass to a third reading. 

The said bill was read a third time. 

On the ii«estion,i**<Shiall this bill pass ?*' 

' rt4 " ' ' ' ■' ■ ' ' ■ c ' Yeas '' .'•.•' ' ^ '^<% ■ - 

. It was determined in the «'ffii''native, < j^ ^-' '. ' . ' ' ' "' 

On 'motion, * 

The yeas and nays being desired by oiie-frfth of the Senators present, 

Thdse who voted in the affirmative, are, i / 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Athfertbn, Bagby, BarrpWj 
Bayard, j^enton, Berrien, Breese, Bubhanan, Golquittj Crittehdetf, Dickin- 
stm, Dix, Fairfield, Foster, Hiilinegan, Haywood, Henderson, Hucer, John- 
soli, I^Wis,McDiiffle,iMftngum, Merrick^ Morehead, Niles, Semple, Sevier, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker^ White, Woodbury. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, ^ 

Messrs. Chbate, Evans, Francis, Huntington, Miller, Phelps, Simmons, 
Upham, Woodbridge. 
••So-it waft ' - * • ' ■'- ^ • • : ' ■ ■ 

Re6oli^ed, That this bill pass. ' v 

Ofder'edj That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac-' 
coidingly. 

Mi. Merrick, from the Committee on the P6sl Office and Post Roads, t6 
whom was referred the bill (H, R. 486) to establish certain post routes, re- 
ported it with amendments. 

A message frotn the House of Bepresdntatives, by Mr. French, their 
CleA: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in some and dis- 
agree to other amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 498) making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gavfernment for the 
year ending the 30th Jlme, 1846, and for o«theT purposes. 

They disagree to the first and concur in the seccrnd amendment of the 
Senate to the bill' fH. R. 584) making appropriations fbr certain fortifiea- 
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tians of Ibe Uoked Stete« for ibe fisoal y^r be^fiOHig oti the 1st d&^rof 
July, 1845, and eadifig on tb« M)th of J«ne, 1846. 

Tbey disagree to the aiDendmeGtta df the Sraate to Ibe bill (H. tL 49a^ 
making appropriations for the support of the military a:cade»y hrtlmy^sf 
ending on the 30th of June, 1846. 

They have passed the bill from the Senate (S. 40) renewing certain DftvaiV. 
pensions for the term of five years, and the resolution from the Senate (S, 
6) to authorize the Attorney General to contract fbt copies of a propo^d 
edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United Stales, 

The Senate pr<0Geeded to consider their amendments, disagreed to by llie 
ffouse of Representatives, to the bill (H. R. 498) making api^sopmi^ns 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of GrovernmeBt for the year eisding 
the 30th June, 1846, and for other purposes ; andj 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Resolved^ That tbey insist on th^ir amendments to the said bill, and ask 
a conference on the disagreeing votes of the twd Houses. 

On motion, > 

Ordered, That the managers at the conference oh th^ pirt of the S^na^ 
be appointed by the President pro tempore ; and , . r 

Mr. Evans, Mr. Barrow^ and Mr. Benton, were appointed. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Represeintaiiv^s ac- 
cordingly, r 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had ^xamip^d and 
found duly enrolled the following bills and resolution : 

S. 46. An act to reduce the rates of t)ostage, to limit the use and correct 
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of francb on the 
revenues^of the Post Office Department. 

H. R. 494. An act making appropriations for the service of the Poet Of- 
fice Department for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R. 7X. Resolution directing the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever 
any State shall have been or ^nay be in default for the paynieat of interest 
or principal on investments in i^stocks or b^dsbdldby the United Sfatae^ 
in trust, to retain certain moneys to whieh. stich State is entit-led, for th^ 
purposes therein named. 

A message from the House of Representatives^ by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives insist on their disagi^- 
ment to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R; 49B) leaking llp- 
priations for the civil atid diplomatic expenses of Government for the y^r 
ending the 30th of June, 1846, and for other purposes ; agree to the confef^ 
ence asked by the Senale on the disagreeing votes of the t Wo Houses; acid 
have appointed Mr. McKay, Mr. Gairett Davis, and Mr. Dromgoole, man- 
agers at the same on their part. . 

The Speaker of the House of Repr^ntatives to ving signed t\y<^enrolied 
bills and an enrolled resolution, I am directed to bring them to the Senate, ^ 
for the signature of their President. 

The President pro tempore signed the two enrolled bills (S. 46, H. R.; 
494) and the enrolled resolution (H. R. 71) last reported to have been ejEf . 
amined; and they were deliv^^to^ the committee, to be presented to the 
President of the United Stales; 

Mr, Breese reported) from the committee, that they had this day pre- 
sented to the President of the United States the following acts : 
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S. t. An aet to chsm^ th)e tune of holding the FBiJefal coiH?i3 in. Ken- 
tueky, North Carolina^ South C^rolii^a, Georgia, Alabania, ^nd (.ouieiana. 

K|[. R. 392. An act for the felief of Sanwiei Neely. 
-■ H. R. 437i An act for the reflief of Benjamin S. Roberts* 

H. R« d03^ Ar^ ac^ changilig the tidies of holding the .circuit and crimitial 
courts for the county of Washington. 

H. R. 607. An act making appropriations for the payment of navy pen- 
sions for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R. 629. An act in alteration of an act entitled " An act to establish a 
port of delivery at the city of Lafayette, in the State of Louisiana/' ' 

H. R. 46. Resolution for annexing Texas to the United States. 

H. R. 520. An act to authorize the sale of two Arabian horses received 
eis^ present, by the consulof the Uiiited Sta^tesat Zan!!ibai';ifrom the Imatim 
of Muscat. 

S. 12. Resolution amendatory of the resolution, passfed April 30, 1844^ 
** respecting the application of certain appropriations Heretofore made.'' 

S. 18: Resdirition for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. 

A mesisage from the Hotise of Representatives by Mt. French, thei^ 
Clerk: 

Mr. Pf^esidenf: The President of the United States this' day approved 
and signed the following enrolled bills and resolution : 

H. R. 46. Resolution for annexing Texas to the United St«tte«. 

H. R. 6^7. An act making appropriations for the payment of navy pen- 
sions for the year ending 90th June, 1846. 

H^R. 629. Aiiact in alteration of an act emitted « An act to establish a pogrt 
of delivery at the city of Lafayette^, in the State of Louisiana." 

H. R. 427. An actfor the reliefofBenjamkiS. Roberts. 

H.R. 3^2. An act for the relief of Samuel Neely. 

H. R. 503. An act to change the time for holding thfe circuit and crtminar 
courts in the county of Washington. ^ ' 

fi. R. 520. An act to authorize the sale of tWo Aratbittn fior8«» rec^Ved 
as a present, by the consul of^ the United States at Zanzibar, from thct Imauni' 
of Muscat. 

H. R. 601. An act to alter the corporate limits of Georgestown. 

H.R.441. An act for the relief of Joseph RamsEly. 

H. R. 377. An act for therelief of John Adams, and John Adams, jr. 

H. R. 41 5. An act for the relief of Walker, Kinkle & Caruthers. 

H. 1^,592. An act for the relief of the president and dtrectoHs of the Dismal 
Swamp Canal Company. r 

A message froraf the Preadent of thfe United States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary: < ; 

Mr, President: The President of the United States this day approved 
and signed the following enrolled bill and resolutions: 

S. 1. An act to change the time of holding the Federal courts in Ken- 
tucky, North Carolina^ South Carolina, Alabama, and Louisiana. 

S. 12, Resolution amendatory of the resolution passed April 30, 1844, 
respecting the application of certain appropriations beretdfore made. 

S. 18. Resolution for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. » 

Orderedy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly, s f 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered J That when the Senate adjourn, it be to meet at 10 o^clnckst 
Monday morning. 
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The Senate prdceededto consider, as iA Committee 45f the Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 491) making appropriations for the carrent and coutingett^ 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fttlfiUing treaty stipulations 
with the various Indian tribes, for the fiscal yeslr commencing on the Ist 
day of July, 1845, and ending on the 30tb of June, 1846, .with the amend- 
ments reported thereto. 

After debate. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, March 3, 1845. 

The following massage was received from the President of the Uoited 
States, by Mr. Tyler, his secretary: 

To the Senate of the United States : 

I transmit herewith, to the Senate, m answer to its resolution of the 
17th instant, a report from the Secretary of State, together with the copies 
of papers therein referred to. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, uFleArwary 88, 1845. 

The message was read. 

iMr. Breese submitted resolutions^ passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Illinois, in favor of the re-annexation of Texas to the United^ 
States, and instructing the Senators of the said State in Congress to ttse 
their best endeavors to ^iye effect to the views therein expres^Kl. 

The resolutions were read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Archer presented a petition of a number of citizens of the Statei of 
Mississippi, praying a modification of the naturalization laws ; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

\ Mr. Choate presented the petition of Sapauel Fletcher and other citizens 
of Audover, Massachusetts, £Lgainst die annexation of Texas to the Umted 
States.. 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 
On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 

Orderedj That Clara H. Pike, widow of Zebulon M. Pike, have leave 
to jgithdraw bef petition and papers. 

IKr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 544) supplemental to an act for the relief of Jehu 
Hollings worth, of Blount county, Alabama^ approved June 28^ 18S8, re- 
ported it without amendment, and submitted an adverse report ; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole; and. 

On motion by Mr. Woodbridge, 

Resolvedj That it be postponed indefinitely. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. WoodbridgCyfrom the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 545) for the relief of John Boyd, reported it with- 
out amendment, and submitted an adverse report ; which was ordered to 
beiprinted. > : 
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The StiuUe proceeded la consider the^aid bill as in.Cami)aJICi6e 6£;tha 
Whole; and, 

On motion by M r. Woodbridge, 

Besolvedf That it be postponed iodefinitely. 

Or^krefl^, That the Secretary notify the House of Represeataiives ac- 
cordmgly. . 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Public I^inds, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R..546) tagrant to the Tennessee and Coosa Raikoad 
Company a right of way through the public lan^s of the United. States, re«» 
ported it without amendment, and submitted an adverse i:ep;»rt ; which 
was ordered to be printed^ ^ 

/ The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whqfle, the 
following resolution and bills : 

H. R. 67. Resolution for the relief of Sellers & Pennock ; 

H. R. 414. An act for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea ; 

.'H. R- 461. Ap ftct for the relief of Elijah Blpdget ; 

H. R. 506. An act authorizing the President of the United States to is- 
sue patents for lots sbid in the town of Mineral Point, in the Territory of 
Wiiseonsin; 

H- R. 459; An act for the relief of Eliaabeth Fitch ; 

H. R. 457. An act granting a pension to Susannah Seott, widow of 
William Scott ; > 

H. R. 15;^. An act for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan Farns- 
worth; 

H. R. a70- An act for the relief of Georgetown, in the District of Co- 
lumbia; / 
/H. R* 515* An aot for the relief of Justiu Jacobs ; 

H. R. 438. An act to regulate the pay of the army of the United States^ 
imd for other purposes; 

. H. R. 558. An act for the benefit of Joseph Craigmiles, of the State of 
Teimesseof 

iH.R.458. An act granting a pennon to Richard Elliott; and, ' 

On motion, v 

Jtesahedy That they be postponed indefinitely. 

Orderedf That the Secretary notify the House <^f Representatives ac- 
oerdingty. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report^f thet Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims on the petition of Francis Su^mter, administrator of 
Thomas Sumter, deceased ; and, in eancurjrenee |herewith,> 

Seaolvfdy That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the Committee on Revo* 
lutionary Clain» on the petition of the heirs of Nathaniel Ashby ; and, in 
concurrence therewith, 

Rtsolvedy That the claim of the petitioners be f ejected. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the li^ in«> 
stant by Mr. Johnson, relative to the improvement of the harbor at the 
mouth of the ri^.«r liafourche ; and the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. White, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was. refers 
r^ the resolution (H. K« 40) authomic^ the Secretary of War. to pay any 
balance that may be due to the Shawnee Indians who served in the Flor- 
ida war, reported it without amendn»^t 

The Senate prooeeded to collider the said leeokiUon as in Goi^ 
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of tbe Wlidle ; wd no aihendment being made, iiwus teporf^d to the 
Senate. 

Ordered^ That it pass to a third reading. 

The said resolution was read a third time. 

Jtesolvedj That this reeolntion pass. 

Ordef*edy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac* 
cordingly. 

Mr. Woodbridge, from the Committee on Pidi^ic Xiands, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 183) for the relief of Stanley White, reported it 
<ilritbout amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider (he said bill as in Committee of the 
Whole -y and no amendment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 

The said bill was read a third time. 

Resolved, That it pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of RepreseMatives ac- 
cordingly. \ 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

That the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. 430) to 

organize a Territorial Government in the Oregon Territory, and for other 

purposes-^ 

C Yeas ^ '21 

It was determined in the negative, \ ,j^, ' *' * ' ' ' ' oo' 

Q iNays, • ... • • . -• i^3. 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The y«e^ and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison; Ath^ton, Pagby, Benton, Breese, Bu- 
dmnan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Lewis, 
Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury. 
. Those who voted in the negative, are/ 

Messrs. .Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, 
Evans, Fostef^ Francis, Huger, Huntington, Jarm^n, Johnson, MeDuffie, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, White. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enrolled the following bills and resolution : 

S. 3. An act to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the bettor (o 
enable the said State to extend and complete the Wabash aivd Erie canal 
fifom Terre Haute to the Ohio river. 

S. 40. An act renewing certain naval pensions. 

S. 6. A resolution to authorize the Attorney Qeneiral to co|itract for 
eopies of a proposed edition of the laws and- treaties of the United States. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of RepcesentfetiVee teve passed bills of the 
Senate of the following titles : 

S. 4. An act to confirm the survey and location of lands in the State of 
Mississippi, east of the P^arl river, and south of the thirty-first degree of 
Rerth latimde. 

S« 97. An act to enable the Chickasaw nation to try the valMiiy of theiv 
claims in the courts of the United States. 

S. 144. An act supplementary to an act entitled << An act to fix the value 
of <(ert8jii foreign moneys of aceount, in cc>tt4mGations at the casiom-houses.'' 
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■-" The^eftkietdl^iht Hou9e o€R^prei€fntatt¥es havillg i%n«d'two ettibUi^ 
biUs and an enrolled resolution, I am directed to bring them to the^SMAtt, 
lor itie j^igfiamFe of theiy President 

The President signed the two durolled bills and the enfjoUed resdotton 
(S. 3, 40, and 6) last reported to have been examined ; ahd they wefre 
cMivered to ihevcotrimittee, to be presehteA to the Presad^nt of the Dnited 
States. 

'Mr. Breeee Fe{M>rtedyik>m the ^^^tUMtttee, that they had ptescnted to the 
President of thd United Sl&tes the enrolled resdhttien (S. 6) to authorize the 
Attorney Oeneral to con tract for eoplesof a proposed edition of tte Laws and 
Ih'oaties of the United Slated;/ the enrolled bill (S. 3) to grant oertam lands 
to tbo Staid of Indkina, the better to enable the said Stam to ext^ad and 
complete the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute to the Ohio rivei; 
aild the enrolled bill (S. 40) renewing cettain naval pensions for the term 
»# five years. 

A message from the Housi^ of Representatives^ by M?. French, their 
Cteri::- . - ^ - ■ ■ '■ y > ■ -• • 

Mp. President: The House of Representatives have passed the resoki^ 
tion of the Senate (S. R. 93) direetihg an examination of Putnam^s ploi^h» 
ing wd dredging machine, and 4he bill of the Senate (S% e&) for the relief 
of Josiah Simmohs. 

Mr. Sturgeon reported, from the committee, that they had eotannined and 
found disly enrolled the followii^ a€is: 

S. 4. An act to confirm the survey and location of claims for land m the 
Stirteof Miesissqjpi, east of Pfearl river, and south of the 31st degree of 
north latitude. 

S. 144. An act supplemental to an abt entitled «« An act to fix the 
lvalue of certain moneys of account, in computations at the oustom-hdnses.'' 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amendment to the bill (H« E« 
493) making appropriations for the support of the militaty aeademy ftE» 
the yea^ ending thie 30th of Jnrle, 1S46, disagreed to by tho HotMof Rep- 
resentatives; and. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 
• i?esofoerf, 'ITiat they recede therefrom. 

Ordered^ That ther Secreta^ry* notify the House of Reprieisemi^tiTes ae- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their first amendment lo the bill (H. R, 
ir94) mltkhi^ appropriations for eeitain fortification^ of tho United States 
for tfhe fisieai year beginning on the 1st day of July> 1845, and ending o» 
iiie 30th of June, 1846^ disagreed to by the House of Reiprisentiitires $ 
and. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, ' 

Resolved^ That the Sernate adhere lo their said amendmenf; 

Orderedi T^at flfe Secretary notify the House of Representatires ac- 
cordingly. • 

Mr. Etans> firom the Committee of Co^i^neo, on the partx>f the Sen- 
ate, upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the Hnnendmeilta 
to the bUl entitled << An act making app^opria^Ons for the ci^il and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the yeiar en^^g tbd BOlh of li»iia^ 
1846,'^ reported: 

^< That ^ey have metHie eonftfrecbs dn Ihopartof the Mouai, Md^ after 
free and full conference upon the subject of said disagreeing votes, the |<itet 
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eonfereei^liave agreed to teGommeQd,ai^ do recommelid,tQ the respective 
Houses, as follows : 

^<That the House recede from its disagreemeut to amendments oum? 
bered 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, la, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20,21, ^^, 28,38, 44, 56, 
59, 61, 63, 64, 65, 66, and 67. 

<< That the Senate recede from its amendments numbered 19, 23, 94^ H^ 
26, 30, 32, 33, 34, 49, 54, 57, 60, and 68. 

^'That the Senate recede from so much of its amendment numbered 55 
as proposes to strike out all in the 4th section after the word Maw,' in thf 
19th line, to the end of the section, and agree tp the same so amended as 
to substitute ^ six' for ^ three;' and the ^ouse recede from its disagreement 
Co so much of said amendment numbered 55 as is contained in the pro* 
viso. ' 

<< That the House recede from its disagreement to the amepd^ient num- 
bered 31, and agree to the same so amended as to strike out < tweqty^four 
thousand five himdred,' and insert ^ fifteen thousand.' 

<< That the House recede from its disagreement to amendment nnmbered 
62, and agree to the same, with the following amendment : Add at the 
end of the clause, Mn such manner as to discharge all claims on the Mex- 
ican GoTernment, and said agent has been delinquent in remitting the 
money to the United States.'" 

The Sejtiate proceeded to consider the report; and 

Resolvedy That they concur therein, and that the bill be amended acf 
cotdingly. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives thereof. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had presented to the 
President of the United States the following IhUs and resolutions : 

S. 46. To redilce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse o&the franking privilege, add for the prevention of frauds on the 
revenues of the Post Office Department. 

H. R. 494. An act making appropriations for the service of the Pon^ 
Office Department for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R. 71. Resolution directing the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever 
any State shall Jiave been or may be in default for the payment of inte)!«st 
or principal on investments in its stocks or bonds held by U^e United States 
in trust, to retain certain moneys to which such State is entitled, foi: th<^ 
purposes therein napaed. , 

Mr. Sturgeon reported, from the committee, that they had examiiied imd 
found duly enrolled the resolution (S. 23) directing an examina^tion of jpiit- 
nam's ploughing and dredging machine, and the bill (S. 69) for the relief 
of Joseph Simmons. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the contmittee> that they, hp^dexanuned and 
found duly enrpU^d the following bills and rei^of ution : : , 

H. R. 493. An act making appropriations for the support ^f the rniUts^ry 
academy for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R. 497. An apt for the admiasion of the SMttes of Iowa and Flpjrida 
into the Union. . ^ 

H. R. 40. Resolution to authorize^ the Secretary of War to pay ftny 

balance that may be due the Shawnee Indiap^ ^ho sei:vevd intbe Floiifi^ 

•war. ,.• i 

A message from the Hoase of Bepwiaenti|ti|re6,hy ^r* F^epch, ^ir 
Clerk:-- . ., ■ V , • ..^ ,. . .. , _ ,... ... , , ,_..^: 
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Mr. President : The House of Repi-e90ptaitiy^ cpncur ifi the iepo|rt'of 
the oommitteaof oanfetreDce on the diaagre$ing yote« of the two Houses 
jon the bill (H. R. 498) majcmgappropryitions for the pinl aud di{>lo^latiG 
expenses of the GoveriljU)ent for the year ending the 30th June, 184^. . 

.The House of Representatives have passed a resolution requestiog the 
rcititrn to die Iloiise pf Represioint^tives of the bill (S. 87) entitled <^ An 
^Uo enable the Chickasaw nation to try the validity of their claima in 
the courts of the United States," there beiiig a motion toreconsider the vote 
by^ which the House passed the sam§. 

\ The Speaker of tl^ House of Representatives hatving sigaed &ve bills 
and.two enrolled resolutions, I ani directed to bring them to the Senaite, for 
the signature of their President , 

The President pro tempore signed the five enrolled bills (H.R,497, 
4»Sj S.Ay 69, 144) and/the two enrolled resolutions (S. R. 23, H. R. 40) 
last reported to have been examined f^ and they were delivered to the com^ 
niittee, to be presented to the President of the United States. 
On motion, 

Ordered f That the^cr^acy return to the House of Repre^utatiyes^ itt 
conformity to their request, the bill (S. 87) entitled ^< An apl^ to enable the 
Chickasaw nation to try the validity of their claims in the courts of th# 
United States/' 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, tbeconsideration of> 
the bill (H. R»491) making appropriations for tlie current and contingent 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
wi4i) the^ various Indiftn tribes, for the fiscal year :^ on the fourth 

day of July, 1845, and ending on the 30th day of J^ne, 184$, together 
with the amendn^ents reported thereto. 

On the question, to agree to a reported amendment, amended as^ follows: 

Add at the end of the first section the folio wiog: 

<^ F0r the removal of aach of the Choclenv Indiansy now citizens qfthe 

State of Mississippi, as may desire to emigrate to the west qf the Mis- 

si^sy^ river, and for their subsistence for ttoefvemonfh^ after thej/ shall 

have reached their new homesyin addition to fgrmer appropriations^ 

fifty thousand dpllars^ to he expended umler the direction of the Secrc" 

tory of War ; andno part of the said sum of fifty thousand dollars 

shall be applied in fulfilment qf any contract or contracts made by the 

Wat Department in the year one thousoaideight hundred ^nd forty -four, 

fbr tM removal o^ subsjistcnce of the Chmtow Ind^anss which contrajpts 

are hereby declared to have been made without the authority of law ; 

and no contract for such removal shall be entered into, nor shall any re* 

movdl be madeiunder any contract which shall wH be entered into upon 

proposals received after due advertisement therefor: Provided, That so 

many of said Indians c^ have already emigrated, or are now on the way, 

ufuter said contracts, shall be subsisted during the period agreed upof^ 

and the expenses of their removal and subsistenccy agreeably to such 

contracts, shall be paid foi"" out of previous appropriations for their re^ 

movaP^ — * 

c Yeas ''O 

It was determined in the negative, ^ ^^„J * ' ' * * * * z:^ 

J - . ^ r^ s.y s, • • • • • , • t * * • 

On motion by Mr. Walker, - 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 



i42 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. [MitrckS. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, ' ' 

Mcissrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, Golquitt, Dayton, Etans, 
Fairfield, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mcthiffie, Miller, Niies, Por*- 
ter, Sevier, Tappan, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton,Bagby, Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, 
Choate, Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, Francis^ Hannegan, Hendersoo, Htfgef ^ 
Johnson, Lewis, Mangiini, Morehead, Sturgeon, Walker. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Evans, to amend the bill by inserting at the end of 
the first section the following proviso: ^^ Provided j Thaiifihesjcrip 
which has been awarded, or which shall be awarded, lo Chociaw Indiansy 
under the provisions of the law of the twenty- third of August ^ One thoU' 
sand eight hundred and forty-two, that portion thereof not deliverable 
east, by the third section of said law, in these words — ^not more than 
ont'half of which shall be delivered to said Indian, until afi^ hisrez 
moval to the Choctaw territory west of the Mississippi river, shall not , be 
issued or delivered in the west ; but the amounts awarded for land on 
which they resided, but which it is impossible for the United States now 
to give them, shall carry an interest of fve per cent., which the United 
States will pay annually to the reservees, umier the treaty of one. thbu- 
sand eight hundred and thirty^ respectively, or to their heirs and legal 
representatives, forever, estimating the land to which they may be entitled' 
at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre : Provided, further, That so 
much of the law of twenty -third August, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-two, as is inconsistent herewith, is hereby repealed?^^r- 

It was determined in the affirmative, X^^^l ' * ; ' / ' ^\' 

On motion by Mr. Walker, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Beuton, Berrien, Breese,- 
Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, 
Franeis, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johhson, Lewis, Morehead, Nilesf 
Phelps, Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, itpham, Walker, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative j are, 

Mr. Haywood and Mr. Henderson. 

The bill, having been amended, was Reported to the Senate; and having 
been further jimended, on the motion 6i Mr. Porter, the amendments were ' 
concurred in. > 

Ordered, That the amendments be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The amendments to the said bill having been reported by the committee 
cdrrectly engrossed, the^ill was read a third time. 

Resolved, That this bill pass, with amendn^ents. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the HoUse of 
Representatives in the amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr; President : The Honse of Representatives have passed a resolu- 
tion to *< suspend the iseventeenth joint rule, which provides that no bill or 
resolution, that shall have passed the House of Representatives and the 
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Senate, shall be pts^iit^d to the President of ttie Unit^ States^forhis ap- 
proval, on the last daf of the session ;" in which they request the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 

The House of Representatives ha^e rejected the bin (S. 87) to enable. 
the Chickasaw nation to try the validity of thdr claims in the courts of* 
the United States. 

Mr. Walker, by unanimous consent, had leave to submit the following 
resolution: 

Besolved, That the difference between the salary of Vice jpresident and 
the amount received by the honorable Willie P. Mangum, as Senator, for 
mileage and for pay as a Senator, and the additional pay as President pro 
tempore, from the thirty-first of May, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two, and the third March, one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, 
be paid from the contingent fiind of the Senate, 

The said resolution was read the first and se<^ohd times by unaninK>us 
consent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordere4r That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The said resolution was read a third time by unanimous consent. 

Resolved^ That it pass, 

Mr. White, by unanimous consent^ submitted the following resolution : 

Resolvedy That there be allowed and paid, out of the contingent fund of 
{the Senate, under the direction of the committee to audit and control the 
same, to each of the officers and clerks of the Senate, the same amounts, 
respectively, as was paid them under a resolution of the Senate at the last 
session. 

^ The resolution was read the first and second times by unanhnous con- 
sent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered f That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The said resolution, having been reported by the committee correctly en- 
grossed, was read a third lime. 

On the question, " Shall this resolution pass ?'' 

C Yeas 27 

It was determined in the affirmative, if^^yl ' * ' * * * tg' 

On motion by Mr. Leiwis, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, ^ 

Messrs. Archer, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Gboate, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Fostier, Francis, Henderson, Huger, Huntington, Johnson, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Sturgeon, 
tJpham> Walker, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Athertoo, Breese, Dickinson, Dix, 
Evans, Fairfield, Hannegan, Hay wOod^ Lewis^ Niles, Sevier, Tappan, 
Woodbury. 

So it was 

Besolvedf That this resolution pass. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom were re- 
ferred aundry memorials and resolutions relative ta ib) naturalization laws 
of the United States, submitted a report on the subject, together with M 
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abstriK^t of the MitioMHiy colieeted^ r^atiifg. to the «9^iitioii of tha natu^ 
ralizaiion jaw& ai^d abuses of the elective franchise. 

Ordtrtdy That it be printed. 

Qn motion, by Mr. Archer, that five thousand cdpiee,. in adiHtion to the 
uiwal number, be printed — 

' A motion was made, by Mr. Woodbury, that the motion lie on the- ta»- 
blei and 

It was determined in the negative, $ j^®^^' * ' ' * ^ V ' oa 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 
r The yefis and nays being desired by one^fifth of the Senaiorsi presml^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley ,^ Atchison, Atherton, Bagby , Bentoii, Breese, Bu«- 
chanan, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield^ Hannegan, Hay wood, LewisyMcOuffie^ 
, NiJes, Semple, Sevier, Sturg^on^ Tappan, Walker, Woodbiiiry^ 

Those wJk) voted in the negatiycj are, / 

Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Dayton^ E5raBs,Fo9terv 
Francis, Henderson, Huntington,. Jaruagin, Johnson, MtUer, M^^ebmdy 
Phelps, Porter^ Simmons, Upham, White j Woodbridge. 

On the question, to agree to the motion, . 

It was determined in the affirmative, j j^®^^J ' • * • ' ' 3^* 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present^ 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Criltendj«i> 
Payton, Evans, Foster, Francis, Henderson, Hunlipgton^ Jarnagin, John-^ 
son, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmqns, Upiham, Whitey 
Woodbridge. - 

Those who voted in the negative, ara, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese^ Bi^* 
chanan, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hieinnegan, Haywood, Lewis, McPuffie. . 
Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury- 

So it was 

Ordered^ That five thousand copies of the said report be pritited, for the 
use of the Senate, in addition to the usual number. 

A message from the House of fiepresentatives, by Mr. Freucb^ their 
Clerk: 

Mt, Pr^idsnt : 'Y\i^ House of Representatives have passed a resok^on 
to suspend the 16tb joint, rule, so far as respe;cis a resolution (H. R. 78) to^ 
fix the time when the act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use ; 
and correct the abuse of the franking privileige, and to preyeimt frauds on 
the revenues of the Post Office Department, shall gp into effect; in which 
thpy request the concurrence of thcv Senate. , 

The $enate proceeded, by uqanimous. consent, to consider the resolu- 
tion last mentioned ; and, 

i?Mo/t;««^, That they concur therein. 

Ordertdy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordiiagly. 

A mei^age frx>m the House of Repre$entatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk:'. ■.... .v. - 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a resolution 
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(H. R. 78) to fix the tinie when the act to reduce thte rates of postage^ to 
limit the use and correct the abuse of the flunking privilege /and for the 
prevention of frauds on the revenue^ of the i^ost Office Department, paaaed 
atthis^eBsion, shalt go into effect ; in which thef request the concurrence 
of the Senate. ^ 

The said resolution was read the first and second times by unanimous 
consent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no anlend-^ 
\ ment being ma^e, it was reported to the Senate. 

Orrfcr^rf, That it pass to a third reading. 
, BesQlueefy That this resolution pass. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary potify the House of Representatives Jtuc- 
cordingly. 
' On motion by Mr. Eyans, 

Orderedj That the Senate take a recess until 5 o^clock. in the evening. 

FIVE C'CX,O0« IN THE SYENZNG. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 501) maldpgappr^priations for thesuppoM of the army for the 
year ending 30th June, 1846^ reported it with amendments. 

Mr. Evans, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was retferred the 
. |l>ill (H. R, 502) making ^appropriations ^or the naval -service for the year 
ending 30th June, 1846, reported it with amendments. 
• Mr. Bagby, from th^ Cominittee on Territories, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. SM) making appropriations for certain improvements in 
the Territory of Florida, reported it without amendment, and that it ought 
riot to pass. 

The Senate prjpceeded to 'Cprisider the bill la^t mentioned (H. fi. 599) as 
4n Committee of the Whole ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Bagby, 

jRe^focrf, That it be postponed indefinitely. 

Ordet&dy That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac^ 
cordingly. 

, Mr. Atherton, from the Cotnmittee on Pensions, to whom the following 
bills were referred — 

H. R. 413. An act for the relief of Isabella Baldridge, widow of Captain 
John Baldridge, deceased ; 

H. R. 562. An act for the relief of Francis Summeraner ; 

H* R. 578. An act for the relief of Joseph Watson^^-rreported them sev- 
erally without amendment, and submitted^an adverse report in each case; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Atherton, from the Committee on Pensioos, to whom w^re refeiqred 
-the following bills— v 

H. R. 560. An act for the relief of Daniel H. Warren ; 

H. R. 561. An act for the relief of Thomas Bmnaugh^-^epoi^ted them 
-severally without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Ordered, That^the Committee on Naval Affitirs be di^chotrged from the 
forther consideration of the memorial of Fitch^ Brothers, & Co. ; atid that 
the memorial, with the accompanying documenls, be printed. 

The following message was received from the Prasidtsnt of tbe United 
States, by Mr. Tyler, his secretary : 
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Th the Senate qf the United States r 

I transmit herewith a report of the Secretary of State, in reply to the 
resolution of the Senate of the 23d February, 1843. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washiitgton, -9/arcA 3, 1845. 

The message was read. 

The President pro tempore laid before the Seriate a report of the Scic- 
retary of the Navy, made agreeably to law, accompanied by a report of a 
board of officers and engineers, on the relative properties and advantages 
of a dry dock, and the different kinds of floating docks, with or without a 
basin and railways; which was read; ind, 
On motion by Mr. Bayard, 
Orderedf That it be printed. 

On motion by Mr, Choate, 
Ordered, That Lucy Eaton have leave to withdraw her petition and 
papers. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, 
Ordered^ That Hugh Wallace Wormley have leave to withdraw his pe- 
tition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. Dix, r ^ 

Ordered^ That John B. Walback have leave to withdraw his petition 
and papers. 

On motion by Mr. White, 
Ordered, That Stanley White have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers. 

On motion by Mr. Archer, 
Orcfer^flf, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be discharged from 
the further consideration of all subjects referred to that cojlimittee, and not 
reported on. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Finance be discharged from the further 
consideration of all subjects referred to that committee, and not reported 
on. 

On motion by Mr. Huntington, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of sundry memorials of citizens of Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, asking an appropriation for the repair of the piers of Port Penn; 
and from all other subjects referred to that committee, and not reported on. 
On motion by Mr. Simmons, 
Ordered^ That the Committee on Manufactures be dischargied from the 
memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, adverse to any present change in the 
tariff; and from all other subjects referred to that committee, and not re- 
ported on. 

On motion by Mr. Upham, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Agriculture b^ discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Thomas Bassnett. 
On motion by Mr, Crittenden, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be discharged from the 
fiirther consideration of the petition of John Stockton ; 
The petition of Robert McCarty^ 
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The petition of John L. Allen ; and of ^11 o^her sobjectft referred to that 
committee, and not reported on. , ^ 

On motion by Mr, Bayard, i 

Ordered^ That the Committee on Naral ASaits be discharged from the' 
further consideration of the memorial of William Dnff ; of sundry memo- 
rials of officers of the navy ta be allowed an assimilated rank; and df all 
other subjects referred tb that committee, and not reported on. 

On motion by Mr. Woodbridge,- ' , , : 

Or«fere</, That the Committee on Public Lands be diischarged from tte 
farther consideration of the petiti^^n^ of James Mitchell ; the petition of Cad-* 
wallader Wallace ; the petition of the heirsi of John Steely ; and of all other 
subjects referred to that committee, and not reported on. \ 

On motion by Mr. Hendersoa, 
Or^^^fif, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Nathaniel Hoggatt; the 
petition of Richard Phillips^ the petition of George De Passaii; and of all 
other subjects referred to that committee, and not reported on. 
On motion by Mr. White, - 
Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be discharged frbin the 
further consideration of the documents relating to the claim of A. R: S. 
Hunter; the petition of James Irwin ; the documents relating to the elatm 
of Lorenzo N. Clark ^ ami of all other subjects referred to that comtxiitlee, 
and not reported on. 3 

On motion by Mr. Foster, , 

^ Ordered^ That the Committee pf Claims be discharged from the farther 
consideration of the petition of the legal representatives of George Mayo, 
deceased; the petition of Daniel Homans; the petition of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Harman Blennerhassett; and of all other subjects referred to 
that committee, and not reported on. , 

On motion by Mr/ Sevier, 
Orderedy That the Committee on Pensions be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill ( H. R. 483) for the relief of William Gump. 
On motion by Mr. Jamagin, 
Ordered J That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be discharged 
from the further Iconsideration of the petition of the heirs of Lord Stir^- 
ling; the memorial of Robert Wilmott ; and of all other subjects referr^ 
to that committee, and not reported on. 
On motion by Mrs Berrieny 
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be discharged from the 
farther consideration of the petition of the Mexican Gulf Railway Compa- 
ny ; the petition of Eward S, Osgood; the petition of Nathaniel Gpddard 
and others ; and of all other subjects referred to that committee, and not re- 
ported on. 

On motion by Mr. Merrick, 
Ordered, Thatlhe ^Committee on the Post Office aind Post Roads be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the documents relating to the 
claim of William I>e Buys ; the petition of Thompfion Barnett; and of all 
other sul)je6ts ra^Brred to that comipittee, and not reported on. 
On motion by Mr. Porter, 
Orderedy That the Committee on Roads and Canals be discharged from 
the fiurther oonmdera^tion of all subjects r^f^rred to that committee, and not 
reported on. 
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On mtnioD by Mx. Athertoiiy 
Ordered^ That the Committee on Pensions be discharged £rom the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Jane Clark; of the petition of Philip 
Ward.; the petition of Tbotmas Halt; and of all other subjects referred to 
Ihat . committee, and not report<ard on. 
On motion by Mr. Miller, 
Ordered^ That ihe Commiltee on the District of Colnmbia be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of ci^eds of Alexandria for 
an amendment of their charter ; the petition of John Carter ; and <^ all 
o^r subjects referred to that cpmnrittee, and not reported on. 
On motion by Mr. Phelps, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Patents and the Patent Oflfce be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of David Baker; the v 
petition of Charles 6. Page ; and of all other subjects referred to that com- 
mittee, and notreported on. 

On nH>tion by Mr. Bagby^ 
Ordered, That the Committee on Territpriea be discharged from the 
further consideration of all subjects referredto that committee, and not re- 
iportedon. 

On motion by Mr. Day ton, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public buildings be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Alexander Tail; and of all other 
aubjects referred to that committee, and not reported on. 

On motion by Mr^ Choate, ^ 

V Ordered, That the Committee on the Library be discharged from the 
lurther consideration of the petition of Enos Stevens ; the tnemoriai of the^ 
National Institute ; and of all othqr subjects referred to thatcommittee>and 
Slot reported on; 

On motion by Mr. Simmons, , 

Cjrdered, That the Committee on Printing be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the proceedings of a number of citizens of Perry eoun« 
ty, Ohio, in favor of the am^exatioh of Texas. 

The following message was received from the P^sident of the United 
States, by Mr. Tyler, hie secretary: 

7b the Senate of the Untied States: 

I tratismit, herewith, a copy of the correspondence relative to claims of 
citizens of the United States on the Mexican Republic, requested by the 
resolutiont)f the Senate of the 86th: Deceihber, 1843. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, F^&rt/ary 12, 1845. 

The message was read. 

On motion by Mr. Bayard, 

Ordered, That the reports ot Ihe Secretary of the Treasury^ of the fe4th 
df May, m of June, and 18th of February, iii refetion to the subititmion 
iof gas for dl in the light-lious^ establishment, be printed. 

Mr. Evans subi^itted the follotj^ing resolution, which i;i^eie considered by 
unanimous consent^ and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to procure two 
hundred and fifty copies of House Document No. t5, ox^ the Funding Sys- 
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lasiD, provided that the siufite <^n be o4xt$iiied at a piice not e!xx30e^g^ one 
dollar and fifty cents per copy. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, submitted the first 
JDstaiit by Mr. Moreheajd, in relation to the printing of Bisevet Captain 
Fremont's report of his late expedition to Oregon^ and the reprinting of 
the report of his expedition to Oregon in the years 1843 and 1844 ; and 
having been amended, on the motion of Mr. Buohakian, it was agreed to, 
asfoUaws: , , 

, RBsohf^y That the Secretary of War be seqiibested to communicatee to 
the Senate, if it be prepared, and if not, to the Secretary of the ^nate 
during the recess, JSreVet Captain Fremont^s report of his Jate expedition 
to Oregon in the years 1843 and 1844 ; and that there be printed, for the use 
of the Senate, ten thousand elctra copies of that report, together with the 
Import of his expedition to the Rocky Mountain^ in l84iB, which is hereby 
directed to be reprinted, with the report of ;the fast expedition. 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committee on Planting, reported-the folio wi^^ 
resolution, which was considered by unanimQUs consent, and agref^d to: 

Resohedy That one. thousand additional copies of tbe report of the Secre* 
tary of State, showing Ibe Changes an4 .modificatioiis in the oommerdal 
systems of foreign nations, communioated to the Senate the 1 3th ulthap, 
be printed for the use of the Senate* 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committee on Panting, reported the following 
resolution, which was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to ; 

Resolved J That five hundred extra copies of the report in relation to 
sugars, molasses, &c., and made by Professor R. S. McCuUob, under the 
superintendence of Professor A. D. Bache,be printed for the use af4he 
Seilate. 

Mr. Simmons, from the Committer on Printing, reported the fpUowiog 
resolution, which was considered by unanimous cons^t, and agreed vto : 

Besoltfedy That there be printed five thousand extra copies of the report 
of the Seeretary of the Treasury of the 6th of J^uary , 1 S45, of stat^tioat 
information in relation to the agriculture, manufactures, domestic trade, 
fcc, of the United Stati&s. 

Mr. Simmons submitted the following resolution, which Was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved f That the Postmaster General be, and he is trareby, 'instructed 
to cause an account to be kept, for the month of October next, i^ the num- 
ber of letters which pass in the mail subject to the postage of "five cbnts for 
a single letter, and those subject to a postage of ten cents for a sipgle 
letter, and the amount ^of postage chargeable on «ach class, ^and for all 
other letters ; and to transmit an account of the same to the S^a^, at the 
commencement of the next regular session of Congress. 

Mr. Miller, by unanimous eonsent, submitted the following resolution; 

Resolvedy That there be allowed and paid, out of the contingent fund of 
the Senate, to the Rc^presentatiyesof the late Samuel L.Siouthard, formerly 
Senator of the State of New Jersey, and President pro tempore of the 
-Senate, the difference between the amount of his pay and mileage as Sena- 
tor and President pro tempore, from the 4th of April, 1841, till the 3lst 
May, 1842, and that of the Vice President of the United States for :a lilDe 
period. 

The resolution was read the first and /seomsid Xim^ by unanimous con- 
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sent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole, and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The said resolution, having been reported correctly engrossed, was read 
a third time. ^ 

Reeolvedy That it pass. 

The resolution, submitted by Mr. Crittenden the 1st instant, increasiog 
the pay of the messengers of the Senate, was read the second time, amd 
considered as in Conunittee of the Whole; and liaring been amended, it 
was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered^ That it be engrossed, and read a third time. 

The said resolution, having been reported by the committee correctly 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed, as follows : 

Resolvedy That there be paid, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, 
to each of the messengers of the Senate, and to the attendant of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the same per diem as is now allowed to Robert P. 
Anderson, commencing with the present session. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to the bill (S. 68) allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
chandise exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa F6, 
in Mexico ; and 

Resolved, That they concur therein. 

Ordered J That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac^ 
cordmgly. 

Mr. Sturgeon reported, from the committee, that they had presented to 
the Piresident of the United States the following acts : 

S. 4. An act to confirm the survey and location of claims for lands in 
the State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river, and south of the .31st 
degree of north latitude. 

S. 144. An act supplementary to an act entitled ^^ Act act to fix the 
.value of certain foreign moneys of account, in computations at the custom- 
houses.'V V . 

S. 23. Resolution directing an examination of Putnam's ploughing and 
dredging machine. , 

S. 69. An act for the relief of Joseph Simmons. 

H. R. 493. An act making appropriations for the support of the military 
academy for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R. 497. An act.for the admission of the States of Iowa and Florida 
into the* Union. 

H. R. 40. Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to pay any 
balance that may be due the Shawnee Indians who served in the Florida 
war. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: / 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives concur in the amehd- 
ments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 491) making appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfil- 
ling treaty stipulations with the vairous Indian tribes, for the fiscal yeat 
commencing on the first day of July^ 1845, and ending on the 30th June, 
1846. 

They have passed a resolution to su^iend the sixteenth joint rule of the 
two Houses, so far as respects the following bills : 



Match 3.] JOURNAL OF tHE SENATE. 251 

H. R. d39i A bill supplemental ta the act far the admission of the States 
of Iowa and Florida into the Union, and for other purposes. 

H. R. 640. A bill supplemental to the act for the admission of the States 
of lawa and Florida into the Union, and for other purposes. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution last mentioned, to sus* 
pend the sixteenth joint rule,sofaf as respects bills of the House numbered 
639 and 640; and 

i?c*o/rerf. That they concur therein. 

Ordered J That the Secretary notifythe House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed bills of thip 
following titles : 

H. R. 639. Au act supplemental to the actfof the adn^ission of the States 
of Iowa and Florida into the Union ; 

H. R. 640. An aet supplemental to the act for the admission of the States 
of Iowa and Florida into the Union, and for other purposes; in which they 
request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The bill (H. R. 640) last mentioned was read the first and second times, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
resolution (H. R. 61) in relation to the issuance of grants of certain lands in 
Louisiana ; and having been amended^ it was reported to the Senate, ^hd 
the ameudmente were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the amendments be engrossed, and the r^olution ^ad a 
third time. 

The amendments to the said resolution having been reported by the 
committee correctly engrossed, the resolution was read a third time, and 
the title was amendisd. 

i?£«o/t*^</. That this resolution pass, with amendments. 

Ordered f That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the aniendments. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined £tnd 
found duly enrolled the following bill and resolution: 

S. 68. An act allowing drawback updn foreign mercbatidise exported in 
the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa Pe, in Mexico, and to the 
British North American provinces adjoining the United States. 

S. R. 16. A resolution authorizing the employment of additional inspect-* 
ors of the customs at the port of New Orleans. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary: 

Mr. President: The President of the United States approved and signed, 
-the first instant, the following acts : 

S. 69. An act for the relief of Joseph Simmons. 

S. R, 23. A resolution directing an examiitation of Putnam^ ploughing 
and dredging machine. 

S. 4. An act to confirm the survey and location of ciaimsfor lands in the 
State of Mississippi, east of th& Pearl river, and south of the 31st degree 
of north latitude. 

S. 144. An act supplementary to an act entitled << An act to fix the value 
of certain foreign moneys of account, in computations at the custom-houses." 
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S. 46. An act to seduce the Fftte9 of postage, to limit the usie and'Cotrect 
the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prereotion of frauds on 
ihe revenues of the Post Office Department. 

S. 40. An act renewing certain naval pensions for the term of fi'Ve 
years. 

S. it, 6. A resolution to authorize the Attorney iSenetial to contract for 
copies of a proposed edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States. 

S. 3. An act to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the better to 
enable the said State to extend and complete the Wabash and Erie canal 
from Terre Haute to the Ohio river. 

Ordered, That the. Secretary notify the House of B^reaenlatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whote, the 
bill (H. U. 502) making appropriations for the naval service for the^ear 
ending the 3(Hh June, 1S45, together with the amendments reported 
thereto. 

The reported amendments having been agreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. McDaffie, to amend the bill, by inserting at the end 
of the first section : , ' ■ 

" For compensation to the heirs qf Robert Fuli6n,jinfuH for the claim 

qf said Robert Fulton against the United StuttSj due at the time of the 

<death of said Fulton, for inventing floating ssteatn batt^riesj and super- 

intending the construction qf the steam ^hip Fulton, for deteniittmimd 

damages to his steamboat Vesuvius, €mdfor the great ben^s conferred 

on the country by the application of steam to natvigaiion, ^seveniy'-stx 

thousand three hundred dollars^' — 

C Yeas 19 

It was determined in the negative, i tw„,J . * * ' ' * * * o^^ 

Q xvays, .' . ' • .. • . • . • ^« ■•<• I. 

On motion by Mr. Mclhiflk, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the^Senatora present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
^ Messrs; Bsiyard, Berrien, Choate, Foster, Francis, Huget, Johnson, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmoiis, 
:Sturgeoq, IJpham, Walker, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Alton, Archer, Ashley, Atchison^ Atbert^n, Bagby, Barrow, 
iBenton, Bceese, Buchanan, Clayton, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickin- 
son, piX| Fairfield, Hannegan, HaywocMil, Henderson, Jarnogin, LeiRis, 
Nile9, Semple, JSevier, Tappan, Woodbury. 

The bill, having been amended, was reported to the. Senate, and the 
amendments were coniGurred in. 

Ordered, That the amendments be engrossed, and the bill read .a tbifd 
time. 

The amendments to the said bill having been n^ported by Uie Gommit- 
tee correctly engrossed, the bill wHs read a third time as an^ndod* 

Resolved, Tha4 this bill pass, With aniendments. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the HotUe of 
Representative in iheamendmentfi. ' 

The Senate proceeded to coni^der, as in ComoMttee of ^ Whole, the 
bill (H. R. 501) making appropriations for the support of thibartny forthe 
year ending the >30th of June, 1 846, together with the amendntentsrepprted 
tharetp. , : 
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On the question, to agree to the following amendment — lines 131, 132, 
1 33, and 1 34, strike out the following words: " For purchasing the site and 
commencing the necessary works for an armory at Fort Massac, in the 
State of Illinois^ the sun) of twenty tht>usand dollars^ to be expended rnid^r 
the direction of the Secretary of War" — ^ 

It was determined in the negative, 5 j/*^ * " * * ' ' 22* 

On motion by Mr. Breese,. 

The yeas and nays being desired by on^Hfifthof the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, ' 
/Messrs. Barrow, Berrien, Clayton, Crittenden^ Dayton, Evansi, Francis^ 
Huntington, Xarnagin, Lewis, McDuffie> Mangtim, Miller, Morehead, 
Niles, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, White. - 

Those who voted in the negative, are, . - 

Messrs. AUen,Aahley, Atchison, Att^ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Col- 
quitt, Dickinson, Dix, Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson^ 
Porter, Semple, Sevier, Tappa^, Walker, Woodbridge, Woodbury.^ 

On motion, by Mr. Crittenden, to amiend the bill, by adding thereto : 
. " F^or the improvemefnt of the Ohio river abare the falls at Louisvillej one^ 
hundred thousand dollars. ^ 

^vFor the improvement of the Ohio river below the falls at Louisville, and 
of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arjcansas rivers, two hundred and forty 
thousand dollars/^ , 

A motion was made, by Mr. Haimegan,. to amend Ihe proposed amend* 
ment, by jadding thereto^ ^^and for the conUnuation • of the Cumberland 
roj^i in the States df Ohio, Indiana, and Illinoisf two hundred and twenty- 
five thousand dollars, in equal proportions in. each of said States;'' and 

The question being taken, on agreeing to the amendmetit proposed 
by Mr. Hannegan to the amendment p^ropos^ by Mr. Crittenden, 

' It was determined in the negative, ^T^* • • ' ' ' ' * **q/ 

" • ' ' C. -L^aySj # . • • • '. •• . •'■ So*' 

On motion by Mr. Dickinson, 

Th§ yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those Vfho voted in the affirmative, are, 

^ M^srs. Allen, Breese, Buchanan, Hannegan, Jarnagin, Sempl^, Stur^ 
geon, Tappan, White. 

Those who voted in the negative, are j 

Messrs. Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, BarroW, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Praneis, Haywood, Huntington^, Johnson, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Mapgum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Sevier, Sim- 
monsi Upham, Walker, Woodbridge. 

Whereupon, Mr. Crittenden withdrew the said amendment. 

No further amendnient being made, the bill was reported to the Senate ; 
and the.amendmenta were. concurred in. 
-On motion, by Mr. Borrow^ further to amend, by adding thereto : 
^ << For the improvement of the Obid river above the falls at Louisville, 
one hundred. thousand dollars; 

"For the improvement of the' Ohio river bdow the falls at Lo^iisville, 
and of the Mjisiissippi, Missouri, and Arkansas rivers, two hundred and 
forty thousand dollars'^ — . 
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C Yeas 21 

It was determined in the negative, < pjj. ' * ' 25' 

On motion by Mr. Barrow, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Borrow, Bayard, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Breese, Buchanan, Crittenden, Hannegan, Henderson, Johnson, Man- 
gam, Merrick, Morehead, Sevier, Tappau, Walker, White. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton^^ Bagby, Choate, Clayton, Colquitt, Dayton, Dickinson, 
Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Miller, Niles, PheJps, Porter, Semple, Simmons, Upham, Wood- 
bridge, Woodbury. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

On motion, by Mr. Evans, to amend the bill by striking out the follow- 
ing: 

^^ For purchasing the site, and commencing the necessary works for an 
armory at Fort Massac, in the State^of Illinois, the sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars, to be expended Under the direction of the Secretary of War*^ — 

It was determined in the affirmative, $ ^^^^ * * * ' ] * '^7* 

On motion by Mr. Breese, . 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer^ Atherton, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, Hannegan, Huntington, Jarna- 
gin, McDuffie, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Sim- 
mons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upharbf White. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

M^sfrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Colquitt, Dickin* 
son, Dix, Haywood, Henderson, Johnson, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Walker, 
Woodbury. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill having been amended, 

Ordertdy That the amendments be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The amendments to the said bill having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time a* amended. 

jResplvecfy That this bill pass, with aniendments. 

Ordered. That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives in the amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
rierk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representative have passed a resolution 
to suspend the 16th joint rule of the two Houses, so far as respects the bill 
of the House of RepresentaUves (H. R. 646) to authorize the sale of two 
Arabian horses presented to the consul of the United States by the Imaum 
of Muscat; in which they request the concurrence of the Sedate. 

The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, to consider the resolution, 
last mentioned, to suspend the 16th joint rule of the two Houses ; and 

Resolved, That they concur therein. 
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Orderedj That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

A message from the House of Representatives^ by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr, President : The House of Representatives have passed a bill(H. R. 
646) to authorize the sale of two Arabian horses received as a present, by 
the consul of the:. United States at Zanzibar, from the lolaum of Muscat; 
in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed four enroll- 
ed bills and an enrolled resolution, I am directed \o bring them 16 the 
Senate, for the signature of their President. 

Mr. Sturgeon reported, from the committee, that they bad^jicamined and 
found duly enrolled the following billff : 

H. R. 188. An act for the relief of Stanley White. 

H. R. 491. An act making appropriations for the current and contingent 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with the various Indian tribes, for the fiscal year commencing on the Ist 
day of July, 1845, and ending on the 30th day of June, 1846. 

H.R. 498. An act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending on the 30th June, 1846. 

The President signed the four enrolled bills (S. 68, H. R. 183, 491, 498) 
and the enrolled resolution (S. 16) last reported to have been examined; 
a^d they were delivered to the committee, to be pre^nted to the President 
of the United States. 

The Senate proceeded lo copsider, as in Committee of the Whole, the 
bill (H, R. 426) to establish certain post routes, together with the amend- 
ments reported thereto ; and the reported amendments having^ been agreed 
tp, and the bill being further amended, on the motion of Mr. Atchison, it 
was reported to the Senate, and the amendments were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the ametidments be engrossed, and the bill read a third 
time. 

The amendments to the said bill having been reported by the committee 
correctly engrossed, the bill was read a third time as amended. 

Resolved, That this bill p^uss, with amendments. 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of the Hous^ of 
Representatives in the amendments. 

A message from the President of the Unitejd States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary: 

Mr. President: The President of the United States has approved and 
signed a resolution, (S. R. l6)aut][H>rizing the employment of additional in- 
spectors of the customs at the port of New Orleans, and the bill (S. 68) al- 
lowing drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in the original pack-r 
ages to Chihuahua and Santa. Fe, in Mexico, and to the British North 
American provinces adjoining the United States. . 

The resolution (H. R. 78) to fix the time when the " Act to reduce the 
rates^of postage, to limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking privi- 
lege,'and to prevent frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Department,'V 
shall go into effect, ws^s read the first and second timesi by unanimous 
consent, and considered as in Committee of the Whole; and no amend- 
ment being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Offlfererf, That it pass to a third reading. 

The said resolution was read a third time. 
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Resolmdy That it pass. 

Orderedy That the Secretary notify the House of Repre8eDtati^re» ac- 
cordingly. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President: The Ht)us© of Rfepresetttatives agree to the first amend '- 
mentof the Senate to the bill (H. R. 502) making appropriations for tfae> 
naval service for the year ending the 30th Jdne, 1846, with an amendment ; 
in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. They disagree to 
the 12th and I^t amendment, and agree to the residue of the amendments 
of the Senate to the said bill. 

The President of the United States this day approved and signed the 
following acts: 

H. R. 40. Resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to pay any bal- 
ance that may be due the Shawnee Indiatis who served in the Florida 
war, 

'H. R. 497. An act for the admission of the Sts^es of Iowa and Florida 
into the Union. 

H. R. 493. An act making appropriations for the support of the military 
academy for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R, 494. An act making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department for the year ending 30th June, 1846. 

H. R. 71. Resolutiott directing the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever 
any State shall or may be in default of the payment of interest or princi- 
pal on investments in its stocks or bonds held by the United States in trust, 
to retain certain moneys to which said State is entitled, for the purposes 
therein named. 

H. R. 183. An act for the relief of Stanley While. 

H. R. 498. An act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year ending 3Gth JunCj 1846, and fpr 
other purposes. 

' H. R^ 491. An act making appropriations for the current and cotitingent 
expenses of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty^tipulations 
with the various Indian tribes, for the fiscal year commencing on the 1st 
of July, 1845, and ending on the 30th of June, 1846. 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amendments, amended and disa- 
greed to by the HoiTse of AepFesehtatives, to the bill (H. R. 502) making 
appropriations for the naval service for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1846; and. 

Resolved^ That they agree to the amendment of the Hduse of Repre- 
sentatives to their first amendment, and insist on their 12th amendment, 
disagreed to by the House of Representatives ; and that they ask a con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the tw^o Houses. 

Ordered, That Mr. Evans, Mr. Crittenden, and Mr. Bentton, be th^ com- 
mittee of confei-encd on the part of the Seriate. 

Ordered, Tha,t the Secretary nbtify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

The Senate resumed the reconsideration of the bill (S. 66) entitled " An 
act relating to revenue cutters and steamer^,'' returned to the Senate by 
the President of the UnitedlStates, with his objections; and, 

On the question, " Shall this bill pass ?" 



Mtf^eh 54 TOITRNAL OF THE «BIfAtfi. 0*f 

It ivsLS determined in the affirmative, $^^^^ ' • . . . . 4h 

Those who \roted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atphison, Atherton, Bagty, Barrow^ 
Bayard, Berrien, Buchanan, Cboate, Clayton, CrtttendeWj Dayton, ©idcin- 
ion, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Foster, Francis, Hanneg9.n, Haywood, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Mill^^ Morehead, Niles, 
t^helps, Porter, Semple, Simmofas, Sturgeon, Tappan, Uphatn, Walker, 
•White, Woodbridge, Wdodbiiry. * ^ 

Mr. Colquitt voted in the negative. ' » 

Ordered, That the Secretary cotiimunicate' the said bill, the message 0f 
the President returning the same to ilie Senate wi^h hfe objedians, and tlte 
proceedings of the Senate thereon, to the House of Representatives. 

The Senat^^prociBedfedt^coluaderja^ in Comttritieeofthe Whole, the bill^ 
(H. R. 541) ifnaking appropriatfensfor theinipraveaiehtof certahihar)^^^ 
and rivers therein mentionied, together with the artiendm^nts xeparted 
thereto; and, > . - 

The reported amendments having be^n disagreed to,,tli^ bill was ^^pprt- 
ed to the Senate, ' 

On motion, by Mr. Evans, to am^d the bill :by inserting, after line 124, 
the fpUowihg: / . ; , ' 

^*^Fpr the construction and improvement of the harbar of Shefcoq^n, on 
the western shore of Lake Michigan, in the Temtory of Wisconmn, Ifteen 
thousand ddlars ; - 

»<i "For straightening and deepening the channel of the west shore of it^ 
straits of Detroit, opposite Malden,/in Canada, and within the State #f 
Michigan, twenty thousand dollars ; 

. ^fPoir continuing the iiiiprovements of the channel leading to th© riv^r 
Thames, leading to the harbor x>f Norwich, in Connecticut, ton thonsaikL 
dollars; , 

"For the improvement of the navigation of the Kennabeck river, in the 
^tate of Maine, ten thousand dbUars; 

"For surveying the channel kt the ^ Pass Christian,' and removingHii 
Ibaw whieh therein obstruct the Usuatmail routai between Mobfle and New 
Qjrleans,ten thousand dallars.'' ^ 

Add at the end of line 127, " by the officers of the corp* of lo];k)gTaph^ 

ical engineers, as far as the same is x)r may be practicable^'--^ 

CYeas 11 

It was deterniined in the negative, x^jg^^g' ' ' ' * ' * * ^ <■ 

On motion by /Mr. Evans, 
' The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the- Senators pteseiit, ^ 

Those who voted in the affirrpative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Haywood, Huntington, Ja*- 
nagin, Miller, Upham, Woodbridge, Woodbury. 
■ Those who voted in the negative, are, 

* Messrs. Alien, Archer, Ashley, Atchison^ Bagby, BarroW, Bayard, BeP^ 
lien, Breese, Buchanan, Ohoate, Crittenden^ Dickinson^ Dix, Foster, Han^ 
ifegan, Henderson, Huger, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons^ 
Tappan, White. 

So th& amendment was disagreed to. ^' 

On n^otion, by Mr. McDufiie, that the bill lie on the table, 
"' ^ ••■ ^ 17 ^ •■■" ■■■ \ ■ -■ ^ ■ - "^. ■•"••■"' -. 
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It was determined in the negative, j j^ J ' * ' * * 34 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

The yeas and navs being desired by one«fifth of the Senators present, 

Tliose who votea in the aflSrmative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, AthertoB, Bagby, Evans, Fairfield, Huger, McDuffi^, 
Niles, Sevier, Woodbury. r . 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Qayard, fienton,- Berrieii, 
Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fostety 
Francis,. Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Jarnagin^ Johnson, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Sample,. Simmons, Sturgeoij, Tappao, 
Upham, Walker, White, Woodbridge. 

Np amendment being made, the bill was reported to th^ Senate. 

Ordered J That it pass to a third reading. 

The said bill was read a third time. ^ 

On the question, " Shall this bill pass ?^ , 

C Yeas 27 

It was determined in the aflSrmative, i ;J, ^J- * * ' ' . ,' 

On motion by Mr. McDuffie,^ 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the afl5rmative,;are, '/ 1 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, Buchanani 
Choate, Crittenden, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Foster, FranciSj/Hannegan* 
Hay wood, Johnson, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Sorter, Semple, Simmons, 
Sturgeon, Upham, White, Woodbridge. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Berrien^^ Evans, Fairfield* Huger^ Jarn^iht 
I^ewis, McDuffie/Niles^ Woodbury. 

Salt was 

jHwo/i;<»</, That this bill pass. ,, ^ ^ ^ 

/ Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. ,/ / 

A message fi^om the House of Representatives, by Mr. French,], their 
Clerk:-- / \' V ^ - . .'. 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives insist on their disagreer.. 
ment to the twelfth amendment of the Sens^te to the bill (H. R. 503) mik- 
ing appropriations for the na.val service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1846, agree to the conference asksd by the Senate thereupon, and 
have appointed Mr. A. V. Brown, Mr. Winthrop, and Mr, Cobb^ th^ com 
tijilt^e on their part. /^ ^ 

The House ot Representatives concur in the amiBndmeAts of the Senate 
to thebill (H. R. 601) making appropriations for the support of the army 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1846. 

They adhere to their disagreement/to the first amendmerU of the Senate 
to the bill (H. R. 524) making appropriations for certain fortifications ojf the 
United States for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st day of July, 1845, 
and ending on the 30th of June, 1846, ask 0. conference on the disagree- 
ii^ votes of the two Houses, and hate appointed Mr. Dromgoole, Mr. 
darrett Davis, and Mr. Burke, a committee of co;iference on thejr part. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered, That the Senate do agree to the conference asjked by the Hduae 
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of Representatives OQ the disagreeing votes of- the two HoUsefton tbe bill 
(H. R. 524) making appropriations for certain fortifications, for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1846, and that the committee of conference on 
the part of the Senate be appointed by the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Evans, Mr, Woodbury, and Mr. Choate, were accordingly ap-' 
pointed. / » 

Ordered^ That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives 
thereof. \ ^ 

Mr. Crittenden submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Besolyedy That the synoptical index of Treasury instructions for thfe ad- 
ministration of tb0 revenue laws, transmitted to the Senate by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury on the 27th of February instant, be printed, in pur- 
suance of his recommendation ; and that th^ sum of seven hundred and 
sixty-six dollars, estimated in his letter to defray an arrear.for the pr^epaca- ; 
tion thereof, be paid by the Secretary of the Senate, out of the contingent 
fund of the Senate. , t .v 

The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, to consider the resolU- 
.tiou; and^ '■^. '^ ^ '. . ..__ ^ ■. _ - ^ •••■*, /• ■ \' 

On, the question, to agree thereto, . ^ v 

It was determined in the negative.*' 1 

The Senate proceeqied to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, ttie 
following resolution and bills : 

H. R. 68. Resolution for the benefit of Frances Slocwm and her children 
and grandchildren, of the Miaini tribe of Indians ; 

H.R. 362. An act for the relief of Dunning R.MQNair; 

H. R; 419. An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Alexan- 
der Mitchell ; ' ^ V ^ 

H. R. 421. An act for the relief of Edward A. Lambert ; 

H. R. 460. An apt for the relief of Isaac Allen ; 

H. R. 475. An act for the relief orPhilipSchwartz|arawber„Qf Ohio; V 

H. R. 477. An act for the relief of William Rich;- ^^ 
■ H. R. 511. An act for the relief of John H. Mcintosh; 

Hi R.. 5 12. An act for the relief of March Farrington ; ^ 

• H. R. 562. Ah act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugli; 

H. R. 563. An act for the construction and improvement of pertnin roads 
ill the Territory of Wisconsin ; 

H. R. 564. An act to continue the harbor improvement already com- 
menced at the to wn of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin ; 

H . R. 59Si An act making appropriations for certain improvements in 
the Territory of Iowa ; 

H. R. 637. An act regulating commercial intercourse with the islands of 
Miquelon and St. Pierre : and no amendment being made, they^ weire 
severally reported to the. Senate^ 

Ordered, That they pass to a third reading. 

The said bills and resolution were.severally read a third time.^ 

Resolved, That they pass; 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representalivea. ac- 
cordingly- 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee, of the Whole, t^ 
*ilL (H. R. 592) providing payment for certain military seryic^s in Piori- 
ida,;togetherwii)^tbe amendments reported thereto ;. and the aiip»ndtn^)|ts 
reported h^vihg been disagreed to, the bill was reported to the Senate. ' 



ttg JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. lMm^% 

Qnieredy That it pass to a third i?adia;. 

The said biU was read a third time. 

Resohedf That it pass. 

Ordered, Tha^ the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
oordiugly. 

. The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, tl^e 
following billlB, with the amendments reported thereto^ 

H. R. 379. An act for th0 relief of Harvey and Slagg ; 

H. R. 404. An act for the relief of Elisha Morreli, administrator of Jo- 
seph {card, deceased; 

H. R. 47€. An act for the relief of Daniel Romans ; 

H.-R. 559. An act granting a pension to John E. Wright ; and having 
been severally amended, they were reported to the Senate, and, the am«;id- 
netits were concurred in. 

Ordered^ That the amendments be engrossed, and that the bills be read 
a third time. 

. The amendments to the said bills having ^n reported bjr the commit- 
tee correctly engrossed, the said bills were read a third tinde, as amended. 

i^€^o/ve£/, That they severally pass, with amendments. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary request the concurrence of the House of 
^epresentatiires in the anaendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. President : The House of Representatives have passed the bill 
from the Senate (S. 7$) to provide for the transportation of the mail be- 
tween the United States and foreign countries, with amendmentsj in wbidi 
they request .the concurrence of the Senate. 

The House of Representatives agree to all the isimendnients of the Sen- 
ate to the bill (H. R. 42&) to establi^ certain post routes, except the seventh, 
e$tablishin§ a post route to Oregon ; to whidi they disagree. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the am^draents of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the bill (S. 72) to provide for the transportation of the mail 
between the United S^^tes and foreign countries ; and, 
On motion lyy Mr. Merrick, 

.fie»^^, That thi^y concur therein. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. • 

The Senate proceeded to consider their amendment, disagreed to by the 
House ^f Representatives, to the bill (H. R. 4^6) to establish certain post, 
routes 5 and. 

On motion by Mr. Merridc, 

Bei&lvtdi That they recede therefroi^ 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ae- 
cordingly. 

A messiag^ from this House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. Preiridenf: The Speaker of the House of Representatives havings 
signed an enrolled bill, (H. R. 541,) I am directed to bring it to the Senate, 
'for the sigrmtuw of their President. 

The Preeidenrt pro tempore signed the eofroUed bill (H. R. 541) making 
^pptoffthxiomfw the imprpvemeot ci eerlain harboi^a mi mersy and for 
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other, purpbsee;; a^ it wad deliTdred to tb» committee, to be preiwl»d im 

the President of the United States. 

Mr. Breei^ reported, from the committee, that they had examuied mi 
found duly enrolled tl^e bill (H. R. 501) making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year ending 30th Jnne, 1846^ alsp^ the reso* 
lation (H. R. 78) to fix the timewhen^the act to reduce the rates of post* ^ 
age, to linoit the use and correct \fhe abu^ of the franking privilege, and 
for the prevention of frauds on the revenues bf the Post Office Deparunent, 
shall go into effect, 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of E. S. Porter and ottiers, citizens 
of Wyoming valley, in behalf of Franees Slocbm, who \^a» captured, when 
young, by a party of Indians, in the year 1778 ; x^hich was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. ^Buchanan presented the^ petition of Henry Wood and others, in- 
habitants of Allegany county, Pennsylvania, prayir^g, that a professorship 
of agriculture may be established in the Smithsonian Institute ; that a board 
of agriculture may be appointed; and that means may be used lot the 
purpose of making known the rfecent advances in agricultural science. 

Orflfer^rf, Thi^t it lie on the table. , 

Mr. Benton presented the petition of Margaret E. Cromwell, widow of 

Samuel Cromwell, late a seaman in the navy cff the United States, who 

was executed for alleged mutiny ; also, a petition' of resident) of New 

•York, in her behalf, praying that she may receive ftomahe (Government 

somie provision for her support. - 

Ordered, That it lie on the table: 

Mr. Bagby, from the Committee on Territories, tb whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 640) siipplemental to the act for the admission of the States 
of Iowa and Florida into the Union, reported it without amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said bill ( H. R. 640) as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole ; and no amendment being made, it was reported to the 
iSenate. '.."•'• 

Ordered, That it pass to a third reading. 
. The said bill was read a third time by unanimous consent; 

i?e5o/ved. That it pass. 

Order^d^ That the Secretary notify the House pf Representatives ac- 
cordingly. . 

The bill (H. JR. 6S9) supplemental to the act for the admission of thr 
States of Iowa and Floridaintothe Union was read the first and second 
times, and considered as in Committee of the Whole ; and no amendment 
being made, it was reported to the Senate. 

Ordered, That it pass to to a tjiird reading. 

The said bill was r^d a third time by unauimolis consent. 

i?Mo/iitf(/, That it pass. 

Ordefred, Thiat the Secretary notify the House of Representatives ac* 
oofdingly. 

Mr. Evans, from the committee of conference, ori the part of the Senate, 
on the subject x>f the disagreeing votes of the two Houses upon the amend- 
ment of the Senate to thie bill (H. R. 502) maiking appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending June 30ih, 1646, reported : 

" That they have met the conferees on the part of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and, after full and free conference, have agreed to redomtoehd, 
and do recommend to their respective Houses, that the House recede froni 
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its dis^greenient to the amendment of the Senate to the said biU, and agree 
to said amendment.*' 

A message from the Honse of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Cierk. > . 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in the report 
of the committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
upon the bill (H. R. 502) making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending June 30th, 1846, and, in conformity thereto, recede froni 
their disagreement to the tv^lfth amendment of the Senate to the said 
bill, and agree to said amendment. 

They have proceeded, in pilTsuance of the Constitution, to reconsidet the 
bill entitled " An act relating toTevenue cutters and steamers," returned 
to the Senate by the President of the United States, with his objections, 
and sent by the Senate to the House of Representatives, with the message 
of the President teturning the bill; and, ■ ' 

Resolved J That the bill do pass, two-thirds of the House of Representa- 
tives agreeing to pass the same. 

They have appointed Mr. Ramsey and Mr. Reding additional members 
of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, on their part. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed three en- 
« roUed bills and an enrolled resohition, I am directed to bring them to the 
Senate, for the signature of their President. 

Mr. Breese reported, from the committee, that they had examined und 
found duly enrolled the resolution (H. R. 68) for the benefit of Frances 
Slocum and others, of the Miami tribe of Indians. 

Mr. Dickinson reported,, from the committee, that they had examined' 
and found duly enrolled the following bills: 

S. 72. An a6t to provide for the transpoTtation of the mail between the 
United States and foreign countries, and for other purposes. 

H. R. 511. An act for the relief of John H. Mcintosh. 

H. R. 637. An act regulating conMnercial intercourse with the islands of 
Miquelon and St. Pierre. 

H, R. 563. An act for the construction of certain roads in the Territory 
of Wisconsin. 

The President pro tempore signed -the fpilr enrolled bills (S. 72, H. R; 
511, H.R. 637, H. R. 563) and the enrolled resolution (H. R. 68) last re- 
ported to have been examined ; and they were delivered to the committee, 
to be presented to the President of the United States. 

Mr. Huntington submitted the following resolution, wfaich was consider- 
ed by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

. Resolved^ That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to present to the 
Secretary of State the bill entitled " An act relating to revenue cutters and 
steamers,^' with certified extracts from the journals of the Senate and House 
of Representatives,showing the proceedings in the two Houses of Congress, 
respectively, on the said bill, after the same had been returned to the Sen- 
ate by the President, with his objections thereto. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resohuion from the House of Rep- 
resentatives to suspend the 17th joint rule of the two Houses; and, 
On motion by Mr, Evans, 

i?e5o/vcc?. That they concur therein. 

Ordered^ That the Secretary notify the House of Represent6.tives ac- 
cordingly. ; . . 
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A message- from the House of Representatives, by Mt. Ftehch, their 
Clerk: ^ 

Mr, President: The House of Representatives cohcar in the amendments 
of the Senate ta the following bills: . 

H. K. 379, An act for the relief of Harvey & Slagg. 

H. R. 404. An act for the relief of Elisha Mbrrell, administrator of the 
estate of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

H. R. 4T6. An act for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

H. R. 559. Art act granting a pension to John E. Wright. 

The House 6f Representatives further adhere to theif disagreement to the 
first amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 5S4) making appropfia* 
tions for certain fortifications of the United States for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1846. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed thirteen en- 
rolled bills, I am directed to bring tljiem to the Senate, for the signature of 
th^ir President. , * ^ 

The Senate proceeded to consider their first amendment tt) the bill (H. 
R. 524) making Istppropriations for certain fortificationsof the United Statei 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1846 ; and, 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

fie^ofoerf. That they recede therefrom. 

Ordered, That the Secretary nptify the Housn of Representatives ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. Sturgeon reported, from the committee, that they had examined and 
found duly enroUea the following bilis : 

H. R. 362. An act for the relief of Dunning R. McNair. 

H. R. 541. Ah act making appropriations for the improvement of the 
navigation of certain rivers therein mentioned. 

H. R. 598. An act making appropriations for certain improvements in 
the Territoryof Iowa. 

The President pro tempore signed the following enrolled bills: 

H. R. 319. An act for the relief of Harvey & Slagg ; 

H. R. 404. An act for the relief of Elisha. M0rrell> administrator of 
the estate of Jbsephlcard, deceased; 

H. R. 4^6. An act for the relief of Daniel Homans; 

H. R.481. An act for the relief of Ed vizard A. Lambert; 

H. R. 460. An act for the relief of ^eaac Allen 5 

H. R. 475. An act for the relief of Philip Schwartztrawber, of Ohio; . 

H. R. 477. An act for the relief of William Rich; 

H. R. 419. An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Alex- 
ander Mitchell ; 

H. R. 559. An act granting a pension to John E. Wright ; 

H, R. 563. An act for the construction and improvement of certain 
roads in •the Territory of Wiscbnsin; 

H. R. 502. An act making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending 30th June, 1846 ; 

H.R. 561. An act for the relief of Thomas Bronatigh ; 

H. R. 512. An act for the relief of March Farrington ; and they were 
delivered to the committee, to be pr^sentecl to the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. Stiirgebn reported, from the committee, that they pi'esented tp the 
President of the United States the following enrolled bills : , 



$g^ jpuaNAL OF Tlii: 8ENA:m. [MarjsbX 

U. ^. 3^ An ad foY tha relief of DuoDing ;R. McNw. 

H. R. 541. An act making appropriatrons for the improvement of th«. 
IHkvigatioa o^rtain 4y€^^ .herein mentiOQjfed. 

II. R. 598. An act making approprigitiofls for certain improvemeiats iii 
Ibe Territory of Iowa. 

, A jaaessajge from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Fr^och^ their 
Clerk. V 

Mr, President : .The Spemk^v of the House of Representatives having 
signed five enrolled bills, I am directed xo bring them to the Senate, for 
ji^ jBignatiue of theiv President : /^ 

; ' H. R. 426. .An act to establish certain post roj;ites. 
. r H. R% 524. An act making appropriations foj certain fortifications of the 
United States for the year ending the 30th June, 1846. 
, H. R^ 502. An act providing for cejtaii; military services in Florida. 
\- H. R. 63.9. Ati act supplemental to an ax^t for the admission^ of Florida 
and Iowa into the Union, and fpr other purposes. r , . 

H. R. 640. An act supplemental to the actfortheadmissionof the States 
pf lowfa and Florida into the Uniwi. 

The President pro tempore signed the five ei^rolled billjs last signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and they wer^ delivered to 
the committee, to be presented tothe President of th« United States. 
.A message from the, President of the United States, by Mr. Tyler, his 
secretary: 

Mr. PretiderU : The President of the United States this day approved 
and signed an act (S. 72) to provide for the transportation of the niail be^ 
tween the United States and foreign countries, and for other purposes. 
. Ordered^ That the Searetfiry notify the House of Representatives thereof. 

A message, from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 

Clerkr ^ 

Mr. President : The President of the United States this day approved 
and signed the following acts^: - ■ > 

H. R. 362. An act for the relief of Dunning R. McNair. . 
yH'.^SQA. An act to continue the harbor imj^rovement already com- 
menced at the town of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

H. R. 501. An act mal^ng appropriations for i^be support of the amy 
for the year .ending on the SOth Jun?, 1846. 

H. R. 637. An act legqlating cominercial intercourse with tbe islands of 
Miq^elon and St, Pierre. 

' H. R. 511. An act for the relief of Joim H.McIntosb. 
, ;H. Rf 476% An act for the relief of Daniel Homaa^. 

H. R. 512. An act for the relief of March Farrington. 

H. R. 477. Aja act -for the relief of William Rich- 

H. |l. 475. An aat for the relief pf Philip Schwartztrawber, of Ohio. 

H. R. 419. An act for the relief of the l^al representatives of ^Alexan- 
4^]r Mitchell 

H. R. 561. An act for the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. . 

H. R. 563. An act forihe construction and in^prpyement of c^rl^in roads 
ill the Territory of Wisconsin. 

H. R. 4!60, AnaQt for the relief of Isaac Allen; , 

H. R. 421. An act for the relief of Edward A. Lambert. 

B, R.,596. An act milking approii^iations for certiun imprpv.ep|^ni9 in 
the Territory of ^pw^. 
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H. B. 559. An aot granting a pension to John E. Wright. 

H. R. 404. An act for the relief of EUshaJSforrell, administrator of So* 
seph Icard, deceased, 

H. R. 379* An ^act for the relief of Harvey & Slagg. 
; H. K 500% An act making appropriations for the naval service for the 
year ending the 3Qth June^ 1846. 

^ H. R. 524. An act snaking appropriations for certain fortifications of thp 
ynited States for the year ending on the dOth of June, 1846. ' , 

H. R. 426. An act to establish certain post routes. 

H. R. 592. An act providing payment for certain military services in 
Florida. 

H. R. 639. An ac^t supplementary to an act for the admission of Florida 
and Iowa into the Union, and for other pnrposes. 

H. R. 640. An act supplemental to the act for the admission of the 
States of Iowa and Florida into the Union. 

H. R. 78. Joint resolution td fix the time when the act te reduce the 
rates of postage^ to limit the use and correct the abuse of- the franking 
privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post 
Office Department, parsed ^his session, shall go into effect. 

H. R. 68. Jpint resolution for the benefi:t of Frances Slocum and her 
children and grandchildren, of the Miami tribe of Indians. 
On motion, 

Ordered J That Mr. Choate be excused from serving as the chairman of 
the Committee on the Library; and that a member be appointed, by the 
President pro tempore, in his stead ; and 

Mr. Pearce was appointed. . 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. French, their 
Clerk : 

Mr. Presid^ni : The House of Representatives have passed a resolu- 
tion fqr the appointment nf a committee, to join such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on the President of the 
United States, and notify him, that, unless he may hav^ other communica- 
tions to make, the two Houses of Congress, having finished the business 
before them, are ready io close the present scission by an adjournment^ 
and have appointed M^r. Weller and Mr. Winthrop the committee on their 
part. > 

lam directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Representatives, 
having completed the business before them, are now ready to adjourn. 

The Senate proceeded, by unanimous consent, to consider the resolution, 
from the House of Representatives, for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee to wait on the President of the United States, and inforiQ him, that, 
unless he may have other communications to makie, the two Houses of 
Congress are ready to close the present session by an adjournment ; and 

Resolved, That they concur therein. 
On motion. 

Ordered J That the committee be appointed, on the part of the Senate, 
by the President pro tempore ; and 

Mr. Sevier and Mr. Miller were appointed accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives 
thereof. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by.unanimous consent, and agreed to : 
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Hesolvedf unanimously ^ That the thanks of the SetiUte be presented 
to the hondrable Willie P. Mangum, for the abiHty and impartiality with 
which he has discharged the duties of President pro tempore of the Senate. 

Mr. Sevier, from the committee appointed, on the part of the Senate, to 
wait on the President of the United States, and notify Him, that, unless he 
may have other communications to make, the two Houses of Congress are 
r^ady to adjourn, reported that they had performed the duty assigried 
them, and that the President replied^ he had no further communication to 
make. ■ 

Whereupon, . 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned sine die. 



LIST OF ACTS 



DURING THE »EGONI) SESSION OP tHE TWENTY-EIGHTH COJ^GRBSS. 



Public ads. 

An act to change the time of holding the Federal courts in Kentucky, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Geoirgia, Alabama, and Louisiana. 

An act to grant certain lands to the State of Indiana, the better to ena- . 
ble the said State to extend and complete the Wabash and Erie canal from 
Terre Haute to the Ohio river. 

An act to confirm the survey and location of claims for lands in thcf 
State of Mississippi, east of the Pearl river, and south of the 3IiSt degree of 
north latitude. 

An act confirming and assenting to an act of the Legfelature of Virginia, 
entitled " An act further to amend the act incorporating the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Company .'* ^ 

An act extending the jurisdiction of the di3trict courts to certain cases 
upon the lakes and navigable waters connecting the same. 

An act to organize a new land district in the southern part of the State 
of Arkansas. 

An act renewing certain naval pensions for the terni of five years. 

An act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and correct the^ 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on the 
revenues of the Post Office Department. 

An act to amend an act entitled " An act to carry into effect in the States 
of Alabama and Mississippi the existing compacts with those States with 
regard to the five per cent, fund and the school reservations." 

An act to repeal "*An act for the better organization of the district court 
of the United States within the State of Louisiana/* and for othet pur- 
poses. 

An act relating to revenue cutters and steamers. 

An act to amend the- act entitled "An act to provide for the enlisttoent 
of boys for the naval service, and to extend |he term of enlistment of 
seamen.'' • 

An act to amend the act entitled "An act making appropriations for 
the naval service for the fiscal year ending the 30th day of June, 1845." 

An act explanatory of an act entitled "An act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year ending 
1839.'' 

An act restricting the grant of pensions in cejctain cases. 

An act supplementary to " An act to repeal * An act for the belter or- 
ganization of the district court of the United States within the State of 
Louisiana,' and for other purposes," approved February 13, 1845, 
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Aqt act sapplementary to an act entitled ^^ An act to fix the value of cer- 
tain foreign moneys of account^in computations at the custom-houses/' 

An act allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise exported in the 
original packages lo Chihuahua and Santa Fe, in Mexico, and to the Brit* 
ish North American provinces adjoining the United States. 

An act to provide for the transportation of the mail between the United 
States and foreign countries; 

An act to establish certain post routes. 

An act to estabji^b a uniform time for boldipg electiops for elsetore of 
President and Vice President in all the States of the Union. 

.An act for the purchase of certain copies of the History of Orej^on, Cal- 
ifornia, and the other Territories on the Northwest Coast of America. 

An act making appropriationis for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the va- 
rious Indian tribes for the fiscal year commencing on the 1st day of July, 
1845, and ending on the 30th day of June, 1846*. 

An act making appropriations for the payment of revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the Vear ending the 30lh June, 
1846. 

An act making appropriations for the support of the military academy 
for the year ending the SOth June, 1846. 

An act making appropriations for the service of the Post Office Depart - 
taent for the year ^ding the SOth June, 1846. 

An act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
Government for the year ending SOth June, 1846, and for other purposes. 

An act making appropriations for the niival service for the year ending 
the 30fh June, 1846. 

An act making appropriations for the support of the army for the year 
ending on the 30th of June, 1846. 

An act making appropriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year ending the 30th June, 1846. 

An act for the admission of the Slates of Iowa and Florida into the 
Union. 

An act to change the time for holding the circuit and criminal courts in 
the county of Washington. 

An act to authorize the sale of two Arabian horses received as a pres- 
ent, by the consul of the United States at Zanzibar, from the Imauna. of 
Muscat. 

An act to correct a clerical error in the act supplementary to an act to 
regulate arrests on mesne process in the District of Columbia, and to amend 
the title thereof. 

An act for the construction and improvement of certain roa^ds in the Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin. 

An actio continue the harbor improvement already commenced at the 
town of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Ah act making appropriations for certain improvements in the Territory 
of Iowa, 

An act to alter the corporate limits of Georgetown. 

An act making appropriations for the payment of navy pensions for the 
year ending 30th June, 18r4'6. 

An act in alteration of an act entitled " An act to establish a port of de- 
livery at the city of Lafayette, in the State of Louisiana.'' 
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An act regulating commercial interc<mm with £he islands of Miqpa^^lon 
an^ St. Pierre. » 

An act supplem^tal to the act for the admission of the States of Iowa 
and Florida into the Union, and for other purposes. 

An act supplemental to the act for the admission of the States of Iowa 
and Florida into the Union. 

Joint resolution for annexing Texas to the United States. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Postmaster General of the United States 
to contract with railroad companies in certain caises, Without adyertbing 
for proposals therefor. 

Joint re^lution directing the Secretary of the Treasury, whenever any 
State shall have been or may be in default £d^ the payment of interest or 
principal on investments in its stocks or bonds held by the United States in 
trust, to retain certain moneys to which such State is entitled; for the pur- 
poses therein named. 

Joint resolution explanatory of "An act making appropriations for the 
payment of revolutionary and other pensions of the United States for the 
fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845.*' 

, Joint resolution to. authorize the Attorney General to contract for copies 
of a proposed edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States. 

Joint resolution for distributing the work on the exploring expedition. 

Joint resolution amendatory of the resolution, passed April 30, 1844, 
" respecting the application of certain appropriations heretofore made.** 

Joint resolution to suspend a part of the 3d section of the joint resolu-. 
tion of the llth of September, 1841, relating to armories. 

Joint resolution authorizing the employment of additional inspectors of 
the customs at the port of New Orleans. 

Joint resolution to fix the time when the act to reduce the rates of post- 
age, to limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking privily, and 
for the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Department, 
passed at this session^ shall go into efiect. 

Private acts. 

An act for the relief of Mark Simpson. 

An act granting a pension to ^^ames Dufiy. 

An act for the rislief of James Ritchie. 

An act for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and others. 

An act for the relief of J. McParlane. 

An act to quiet the titles to certain lots of land in the towns of Per- 
rysburg and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio. 

An act Rranting a pension to George Whitten« 

An act for the relief of Asahel Brainard. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Simmons. 

An act to authorize a relocation of land warrants numbers 3, 4, and 
5, granted by Congress to General Lafayette. 

An act vesting in the county commissioners of the county of Wyan- 
dot the right to certain town lots and out lots in the town of Upper San- 
dusky, in the State of Ohio. 

An act to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Woodworth, 

An act to authorize the South Carolina Railroad Company to import 
certain pipes and machinery free of duty/ 
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An act for the relief of Stanley White. 

An act for the relief of Dunning R. McNair. 

An act /or the relief of John Adams^ and John Adams, junior. 

An act for the relief of Harvey & Slagg. 

An act for the relief of Samuel Neely. 

An act for the relief of Elisha Morrell, administrator of Joseph Icard^ 
deceased. 

An act for the relief of Walker, Kinkle, & Caruthers. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives of Alexander MitpheU. 

An act for the relief of Edward A. Lambert. 

An act for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Ramsey. 

An act for the relief of Isaac Allen, 

An act for the relief of Philip Schwartztrawber, of Ohio. 

An act for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

An act for the relief of William Rich. 
.An act for the relief of John H. Mcintosh. 

An act for the relief of March Farrington. . ^ 

An act for the relief of the president and directori? of the Dismiil 
Swamp Canal Company. 

An act for the relief of Peter Von Schmidt. 

An act for the relief of John E. Wright* 

An act fof the relief of Thomas Bronaugh. 
, An act providing payment for certain military seryice in Flor^da. 

Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to pay any balance 
that may be due the Shawnee Indians who served in the Florida war. 

Joint resolution for the benefit of Frances Slocum and others, of the 
Miami tribe of Indians. 

Joint resolution authorizing an allowance to Purser D. M. F. Thorn- 
ton, in the settlement of his accounts. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Mrs. Mary W. Thompson. 

Joint resolution directing an examination of Putnam's ploughing and 
dredging machine. 



PROCEEDmOS 



A SESSION SPECIALLY CALLED- 



TUESDAY^ March 4, 1845. 

To the Senators of the United Staies, respectively : 

Washington, January 8, 1845. 
Sir : Objects interesting to the United States requiring that the Senate 
should be in session on Tuesday, the 4th of March next, to receive and 
act upon such communications as may be nnade to it on the part of the 
Executive, your attendance in the Senate Chamber, in this city, on that 
day, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, is accordingly requested. 

JOHN TYLER, 

In conformity with the above-recited summons from the President of 
the United States, the Senate assembled in their Chamber in the city of 
Washington. 

Present : 
From the State of New Hampshire. 

From the State of Massachtisetts. 
The honorable Daniel Webster. 

From the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 

Th, honorable I j*jJSp":srr». 
From the State of Connecticut. 

TK-. v./^«;^rol^la C Jabcz W. Huntington, 
The honorable J j^j^^j^j^jj^^ 

From the State of Vermont. 

Th. honorable JS^Xiupta'^ 
Prom the State of New York. 

•*u 1. ^1.1 ^ Daniel S. Dickinson, 
The honorable J j^j^^^^Uj^ 
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From the State of New Jersey. 

From the State of Pennsylvania. 

The honorable Ji-Sf-^r- " 

Prom the State of Delaware. 
Thehono^bleJ^t^g-p 

From the State of Maryland. 
The honorable Reverdy Johnson, 

From the State of Virginia. 
The honorable William S. Archer, 

From the State of North Carolina. 
™. honorable I Wi|«a.H.H.^ooa,- 

From the Siate of South Carolina. 
The honorable Daniel E, Huger. 

From the State of Georgia, 

The honorable {^^^""fcK'^"""' 

From the State of Kentucky. 

The honorable I J^Sl'J^af.'i. 

From the State of Tennessee. 
The honorable Spencer Jarnagin. 

From the State of Ohio. 
The honorable 5 Sl«nAllenj__ 

From the State of Louisiana. 
Tl.ehonc«ble5Ata.nd.£m,„, 
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Ptoni the State of Indiana, 
The honoifable Edward A. Hannegan. 

From the State of Mississippi, 

From the State of Illinois, 

From the State ofjllabama. 
The b,„.r.b,. jeSSSS:- 
From the State of Maine. 

Frofn the Slate of Missouri, 

From the State of Arkansas, 

FrofH the State cf Michigan* 

The honorable Willie P. Mangum, President pro tempore^ resumed the 
chair. 

The credentials of the following Senators having been heretofore read, 
the oath prescribed by law was administered to them by the President pro 
tempore, and they severally took their seats in the Senate, viz : 

The honorable Thomas H. Benton, from Missouri. 

The honorable Lewis Cass, from Michigan. 

The honorable John M. Clayton, from Delaware. 

The honorable William L, Dayton, from New Jersey. 

The honorable Daniel S. Dickinson, from New York. 

The honorable John Fairfield, from Maine. 

The honorable Albert C. Greene, from Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations. 

The honorable Jabez W. Huntington, from Connecticut. 

The honorable Reverdy Johnson, &om Maryland. 
18 
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The honorable Samuel S. Phelps, from Vermont. 

The honorable Jesse Speight, from Mississippi. 

The honorable Daniel Sturgeon, from Pennsylvania. , 

The honorable Daniel Webster, from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Crittenden presented the credentials of the honorable Thomas CoT^' 
win, elected a Senator by the Legislature of the State of Ohio for six years 
from the dd day of March, 1845; which were read, and the oath pre- 
scribed by law was administered to Mr. Corwin, and he took his seat in 
the Senate. 

The honorable George M. Dallas, Vice President of the United States 
and President of the Senate, having entered the Senate Chamber, the oath 
prescribed by law was administered to him by the President pro tempore j 
and he thereupon took the chair, and addressed the Senate as follows : 

Senators : In directing the Vice President to preside at the deliberations 
of this body, the Constitution of our country assigns to him a sphere and 
a duty alike eminent and grateful. Without any of the cares of real 
power, with none of the responsibilities of legislation, except in rare con- 
junctures, he is associated with the dignified delegates of republican sove^ 
reignties ; he is posted by the entire* American people in your confed- 
erated council, partly, it would seem, as an organ o( Freedom's fun- 
damental principle of order, and partly, perhaps, as a mere Symbol of 
that more popular and "more perfect union,'' on which depend the bless- 
ings of our peace, independence, and liberty. His mission, tranqtiil and 
unimposing, is yet noble in its origin and objects, and happy as well as 
proud in its relations to you. 

No one, gentlemen, can appreciate more highly or recognise more def- 
erentially, than does the incumbent of this chair, the powers, privileges, 
and rules or forms of the Senate of the United States. To maintain these, 
unimpaired and unrelaxed, he feels to be an official duty, second^ in im- 
pressive obligation, only to his constitutional allegiance. To their exercise 
the Republic owes incalculable good j and through them has been grad- 
ually achieved a widespread fame for Wisdom, justice, moderation, and 
efficiency, unsurpassed by any assemblage oi statesmen in former or present 
times. A calm and well-adjusted system of action in this Chamber, care- 
fully devised and steadily pursued by those who have preceded us in it, 
has, indeed, largely contributed to the undoubted success of our great po- 
litical experiment. Instability, haste, procrastination, discourte^, ^nd in- 
decision, habitually discountenanced and banished, leave, in undisturb)ed 
'supremacy here, the powers of enlightened reason and the vigor of prac- 
tidal patriotism. Our country reaps thenee solid and substantial advantages, 
in her policy, institutions, prospects, and renown. 

The citizen whom it has pleased a people to eletaXe by their suffrages, 
from the pursuits of private and domestic life, may best evince his grateful 
sense of the honor thus conferred, by devoting his facuhies, moral and in- 
tellectual, resolutely to their service. This i shall doj yet, with a diffi- 
dence unavoidable to one conscious that almost every step in his appointed 
path is to him new and untried, and sensible how dangerous a contrast 
must occur in the transfer of powers from practised to unpractised hands^ 
In observing, however, upon this floor, a number of those expelriettced 
and skilful statesmen on whom the nation justly looks with pride ahd reli- 
ance, I am assured that there can be but little danger of pt^blsc drsad^ 
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^ntage|from inadvertefices ot mistakes, which their a>unsel mayreadiljp 
averfor rectify. And thus, gentlemen, while aiming, frankly and impai^^ 
Cialljr, to exercise the functions of an unaccustomed station in the spirit of 
the Constitution, for the enlarged and lasting purposes of a revered country, 
and with sincere goodwill towards all, I may cherish the emcournging 
hope of being able, with the assign t of an indulgent providence, at once to 
. perform my duty and to attract your confidence. 

The President of the United States, the ex-President, the Chief Justice 
and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, and foreign ministers, hav- 
ing entered the Senate Chamber, the Senate proceeded, accompanied by 
them, to the eastern portico, where the President of the United States de- 
livered the following address : * 

FeHow-^itizens : Withovii solicitation on my part, I have been chosen 
by the free and voluntary suffrages of my countrymen to the most honora- 
ble and most responsible office on earth. I am deeply impressed with 
jgratitude for the confidence reposed in me. Honored with thi9 distin-^ 
guished consideration at an earlier period of life than any of my predecea- 
• sors, I cannot disguise the diffidence with which I am about to enter on 
the discharge of my official duties. 

If the more aged and experienced men who have filled the office of 
President of the United States, even in the infancy of the Republic, dis- 
trusted their ability to discharge the duties of that exalted station, what 
ought not to be the apprehensions of one so much younger and less endowed, 
now that our domain extends from ocean to ocean, that our people have 
so greatly increased in numbers, and at a time when so great diversity 
of opinion prevails in regard to the principles and policy which should 
characterize the administration of our Government ? Well may the boldest 
fear, and the wbest tremble, when incurring responsibilities on which may 
depend our country's peace and prosperity, and, in some degree, the hopes 
and happiness of the whole human family. 

Jn assuming responsibilities so vast, I ferirently invoke the aid of that 
Almighty Ruler of the universe, in whose hands are the destinies of na- 
tions and of men, to guard this heaven-favored land against the mischiefs 
which, without his guidance, might arise from an unwise public policy. With 
a firm reliance upon the wisdom of Onmipotence to sustain and direct m^ 
in the padi of duty which I ani appointed to pursue, I stand in the .pr09- 
ttnce of this assembled multitude of my countrymen, to take upon myself 
the solemn obligaition, ^^ to the best of my ability, to preserve, protect, ai^4 
defend the Canstitutioa of the United States.^' 

A concise enumeration»of the principles which will guide me in the ad- . 
ministrative policy of the Government, is not only in accordance withtbo 
examples set me by all my predecessors, but is eminently befitting tb# oc- 
casion. 

The Constitiition itself, plainly written as it is, the safeguard of our f^- 
erative compact, the offispring of concession and compromise, binding to- 
gether in the bonds of peace and union this great and increasing family o| 
free a&d independent States, will be the chart by which I shall be directed. 

It will be my first care to adminii^r the Government in the true spirit 
of that instrument, and to assume no powers not expressly granted or 
cksriy implied 16 its tettve^ The Government of the United States is om 
of delegated and limited powers; and it is by a strict adbereqc^ to th# 
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clearly granted powers, and by abstaining from the exercise ofd||^btfuI or 
unauthorized implied powers, that we have the only sure guaranty against 
the recurrence of those unfortunate collisions between the Federal and 
State authorities, which have occasionally so much disturbed the harmony 
of our system, and even threatened the perpetuity of our glorious Union. 

"To the States, respectively, or to the people,'' have been reserved "the 
powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohib- 
ited by it to the States." Each State is a complete sovereignty within the 
sphere of its reserved powers. The Government of the Upion, acting 
within the sphere of its delegated authority, is also a complete sove- 
reignty. While the General Government should abstain from the exercise 
of authority not clearly delegated to it, the States should be equally care- 
ful that, in the maintenance of their rights, they do not overstep the limits 
of powers reserved to them. One of the most distinguished of my prede- 
cessors attached deserved importance to " the support of the State Govr 
ernments in all their rights, as the most competent administration for our 
domestic concerns, and the surest bulwark against anti-republican tenden- 
cies;" and to the "preservation of the General Government in its whole 
constitutional vigor, as the sheet-anchor of our peace at home, and safety ^ 
abroad." 

To the Government of the United States has been intrusted the exclu- 
sive management of our foreign affairs. Beyond that, it wields a few gen- 
eral enumerated powers. It does not force reform on the States. It leaves 
individuals, ov«r whom it casts its protecting influence, entirely free to im- 
prove their own condition by the legitimate exercise of all their mental 
and physical poivers. It is a common protector of each and all the States ; 
of every man who lives Upon our soil, whether of native or foreign birth; 
of every religious sect, in their worship of the A^lmighty according to the 
dictates of their own conscience; of every shade of opinion, and the most 
free inquiry ; of every art, trade, and occupation, consistent with the laws 
of the States ; and we rejoice in the general happiness, prosperity, and ad- 
vancement of our country, which have been the offspring of freedom, and 
not of power. . 

This most admirable and wisest system of well regulated self-govem- 
uient among men, ever devised by human minds, has been tested by its 
successful operation for more than half a century ; and, if preserved froih 
the usurpations of the Federal Government on the one hand, and the ex- 
ercise by the States of powers not reserved to them on the other, will, I 
fervently hope and believe, endure for ages to come, and dispense the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty to distant generations. To effect 
objects so dear to every patriot, I shall devote niyself with anxious solici- 
tude. It will be my desire to guard against that most fruitful source of 
danger to the harmonious action of our system, which consists in sub- 
stituting the mer^ discretion and caprice of the Executive, or of majorities 
in the legislative department of the Government, for powers which have 
been withheld from the Federal Government by the Constitution. By the 
theory of our Government, majorities rule ; but this right is not an arbi- 
trary or unlimited one. it is a right to be exercised in subordination to 
.the Constitution, and in conformity to it. One great object of the Consti- 
tution was to restrain majorities from oppressing minorities, or encroach- 
ing iipon their just rights. Minorities have a right to appeal to the Con- - 
stitution^ as a shield against such oppression. 
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1?hat the blessings of liberty which our Constitution secures may be en- 
joyed alike by minorities and majorities, the Executive has been wisely in* 
vested with a qualified veto upon the acts of the Legislature. It is a negative 
power, and is conservative in its character. It arrests for the time hasty, 
inconsiderate, or unconstitutional legislation ; invites reconsideration, and 
transfers questions at issue between the Legislative and Executive de- 
partments to the tribunal of the people. Like all other powers, it is sub-" 
ject to be abused. When judiciously and properly exercised, the Cdnsti- 
tution itself may be saved from infraction, and the rights of all preserved 
and protected. 

The inestimable value of our Federal Union is felt and acknowledged 
by all. By this system of united and confederated States, our people are 
permitted, collectively and individually, to seek their own happiness in 
in their own way ; and the consequences have been most auspicious. 
Since the Union was formed, the number of the States has increased from 
thirteen to twenty-eight; two of these have taken their position as mem- 
bers of the Goniederacy within the last week. Our population has in- 
creased from three to twenty millions. New communities and States are 
seeking protection under its aegis, and multitudes from the Old World are 
flocking to our shores to participate in its blessings. Beneath its benign 
sway, peace and prosperity prevail. Freed from, the burdens and miseries 
of war, our trade and intercourse have extended throughout the world. 
Mind, no longer tasked in devising means to accomplish or resist schemes 
of ambition, usurpation, or conquest, is devoting itself to man's true in- 
terests, in developing his faculties and powers, and the capacity of nature 
to minister to his enjoyments. ' Genius is free to announce its inventions 
and discoveries; and the hand is free to accomplish whatever the head 
conceives, not incompatible with the rights of a fellow-being. All distinc- 
tions of birth or of rank have been abolished. All citizens, whether na- 
tive or adopted, are placed upon terms of precise equality. All are enti- 
tled to equal rights and equal protection. No union exists between Church 
and State ; and perfect freedom of opinion is guatantied to all sects and 
creeds. , 

These are some of the blessings secured to our happy land by our Federal 
Union. To perpetuate them, it is our sacred duty to preserve it. Wlio shall 
assign limits to the achievements of free minds and free hands, under the 
protection of this glorious Union ? No treason to mankind since the or- 
ganization of society would be equal in atrocity to that of him who would 
lift his hand to destroy it. He would overthrow the noblest structure of 
human wisdom, which protects himself and his fellow-man. He would 
stop the" progress of free Government, and involve his country either in 
anarchy or despotism. He would extinguish the fire of liberty which 
warms and animates the hearts of happy millions, and invites all the na- 
lions of the earth to imitate our example. If he say that error and wrong 
are committed in the administration of the Government, let him remember 
that nothing human can be perfect ; and that under no other system ot 
Government revealed by Heaven, or devised by man, has reason been al- 
lowed so free and broad a scope to combat error. Has the sword of des- 
pots proved to be a safer or surer instrument of reform in Government 
than enlightened reason ? Does he expect to find among the ruins of this 
Union a happier abode for our swarming millions than they now have 
under it ? Every lover of his country must shudder at the tfeavv^ ^1^^ 
possibility of its dissolution, and wi\\1[)e ready xo ado^^ SJew^ 't^vw^'^^^ 
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meat, ^ Our F^dersd Union— it must be preserrecU*' To preserve it; the 
^napromises which alone enabled our fathers to forn^ a common Constitu- 
tion for the Government and protection of so many States and distinct 
communities, of such diversified habits, interests, and domestic insticulioiis, 
must be sacredly and religiously observed. Any attempt to disturb or 
destroy these compromises, being terms of the compact of Union, can lead 
te none other than the most ruinous and disastrous consequences. 

It is a source of deep regret, that, in some sections of our country, mis- 
guided persons have occasionally indulged in schemes and agitations, 
whose object is the destruction of domestic institutions existing in other 
^sections — ^institutions which existed at the adoption of the Constitution, 
and were recognised and protected by it AH must see, that if it were pos- 
sible for them to be successful in attaining their object, the dissolution of 
the Union, and the consequent destruction of our happy form of Qovern- 
ment, must speedily follow. 

I am happy to believe that, at every period of our existence as a nation, 
there has existed, and continues to exist, among the great mass of our peo- 
ple, a devotion to the Union of the States which will shield and protect it 
against the moral treason of any who would seriously contemplate its 
destruction. To secure a continuance of that devotion, the compromises 
of the Constitution must not only be preserved, but sectional jealousies 
and heartburnings must be discountenanced; and all should remember 
that they are members of the same political' family, having a common 
destiny. To increase the*attachment of our people to the Union, our laws 
lihould be just. Any policy which shall tend to favor monopolies, or the 
peculiar interests of sections or classes, must operate to. the prejudice of 
the interests of their fellow-citizens, and should be avoided. If the com- 
promises of the Constitution be preserved,if sectional jealousies and heart- 
burnings be discountenanced, if our laws be just, and the Government be 
practically administered strictly within the limits of power prescribed to 
it, we may discard all apprehensions for the safety of the Union. 

With these views of the nature, character, and objects of the Govern- 
ment, and the value of the Union, I shall steadily oppose the creation of 
thoise institutions and systems which, in their nature,^ tend to pervert it 
from its legitimate purposes, and make it the instrument of sections, classes, 
and individuals. We need no national banks, or other extraneous institu- 
tions, planted around the Government, to control or strengthen it in opfp- 
sition to the will of its authors. Experience has taught us how unneces- 
sary they are as auxiliaries of the public authorities, how impotent for 
.good, and how powerful for mischief. 

Ours was intended to be a plain and frugal Government; and I shall 
tegard it to be my duty to recommeiMi to Congress, and, as far as the Ex- 
ecutive is concerned, to enforce by all the means within my power, the 
strictest economy in the expenditure of the public money, which may be 
compatible witih the public interests. 

A national debt has become .almost an institution of European mon- 
archies. It is viewed, in some of them, as an esse;itial prop to existing 
Governments. Melancholy is the condition of that people whose Govern- 
ment can be sustained only by a system which periodically transfers large 
amounts from the labor of the many to the coffers of the few. Such a 
system is inccnnpatible with the ends for which our republican Govern- 
ment was instituted. Under a wise policy, the debts contracted in our 
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Jtevplmion^ aiid durbg the war of ^81S, have bj$eB happily (^xtin^isheil. 
By a judicious application of the revenues not required for other neces- 
sary purposes^ it is not dpubted that the debt which has grown out of the 
circumstances of the last few years may be speedily paid off. 

I congratulate my fellow-citizens on the entire restoration of the credit 
of the General Governmient of the Union, and that of many of the States, 
Happy would it be for the indebted States if they were freed from thfir 
liabilities, many of which were incautiously contracted. Althoujgh the 
Govermnent of the Union is neither in a legul nor a moral sense bound 
for the debts of the States, and it would be a violation of our compact of 
Union to assume them, yet we cannot but feel a deep interest in seeing all 
the States meet their pubHc liabilities, and pay off their just debts, at th^e 
earliest practicable period. That they will do so, as soou as it can be don^ 
without imposing too he*avy burden^ oa their citizens, there is no reason 
10 doubt. The sound, moral, and honorable feeling of the people of the 
indebted States cannot be questioned ; and we are happy to pierceive a 
Jiettled disposition on their part, as their ability returns, after a season of 
unejcampled pecuniary embarrassment, to pay off all just demands, and to 
acquiesce in any reasonable measures to accomplish that object. 

One of the difficulties which we have had to encounter, in the practical 
administration of the Government, consists in the adjustment of our rev- 
emie laws, and the levy of the taxes necessary for the support of Govern- 
ment. In the general proposition, that no rdore money shall be collected 
than the necessities of an ecopomical administration shall require, all par- 
ties seem to acquiesce. Nor does there seem to be any material diffec^nce 
of opinion as to the absence of right in the Government to tax one section 
of country, or one class of citizens, or one occupation, for the mere profit 
pf another. " Justice and sound policy forbid the Federal Government to 
foster one branch of industry to the detriment of another, or to cherish 
the interests of one portion to the injury of another portion of our common 
country.^' I have heretofore declared to my fellow-citizens, that, in " my 
judgment, it is .the duty of the. Government to extend, as far as it may be 
practicable to do so, by its revenue laws, and all pth^ means within its 
power, fair and jiist protection to all the great interests of the whole 
UQion, embracing agriculture, manufactures, the mechanic arts, commerce, 
and navigation.'^ I have also declared my opinibn to be '^in favor of a 
tariff for revenue^'' and that, "in adjusting the details of such a tariff, I 
have sanctioned such moderate discriminating duties as would produce 
the amount of revenue needed, and, at the same time, afford reasonable 
incidental protection to our home industry ;'' and that I was "opposed to 
a tariff for protection merely, and not for revenue." ^ 

The power "to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,'^ was 
an indispensable one to be conferred on the Federal Government, which, 
without it, would possess no means of providing for its own support. In ex- 
ecuting this power by levying a tariff of duties for the support of Govern- 
ment, the raising of revenue should be the object, ^nd proteciion the inci- 
fient. To reverse this principle, and make protection the object, and 
revenue the incident, would be to inflict manifest injustice upon all other 
than the protected interests. In levying duties for revenue, it is doubtless 
proper to make such discriminations within the revenue principle as will 
afford incidental protection to our home interests. Within the revenue 
limit, there is a discretion to discriminate 3 beyond that limit'? the rightful 
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exercise of the power is not conceded. The incidental protection afforded 
to our home interests by discriminations within the revenue range, it is be- 
lieved will be ample. In making discriminations, all our home interests 
should, as far as practicable, be equally protected. The largest portion o^ 
our people are agriculturists. Others are employed in manufactures, cora- 
i%Brce, navigation, and the mechanic arts. They are all engaged in their 
respective pursuits, and their joint labors constitute the national or home 
industry. To tax one branch of this home industry, for the benefit of an- 
other, would be unjust. No one of these interests can rightfully claim an ad- 
vantage over the others, or to be enriched by impoverishing the others. All 
ate equally entitled to the fostering care and protection of the Government. 
In exercising a sound discretion in levying discriminating duties within the 
limit prescribed, care should be taken that it be done in a manner not to ben- 
efit the wealthy few, at the expense of the toiling millions, by taxing lowest 
the luxuries of life, or articles of superior quality and high price, which 
can only be consumed by the wealthy; and highest the necessaries of life, or 
articles of coarse quality and low price, which the poor and great mass of our 
people must consume. The burdens of Government should, as far as prac- 
ticable, be distributed justly and equally among all classes of our popula- 
tion. These general views,long entertained on this subject, I have deemed 
it proper to reiterate. It is a subject upon which conflicting interests of sec- 
tions and occupations are supposed to exist, and a spirit of mutual (Con- 
cession and compromise in adjusting its details should be cherished by 
every part of our widespread country, as the only means of preserving 
harmony and a cheerful acquiescence of all in the operation of our reve- 
nue laws. Our patriotic citizens in every part of the Union will readily 
submit to the payment of such taxes as shall be needed for the support of 
their Goyernnient, whether in peace or in war, if they are so levied as to 
distribute the burdens as equally as possible among them. 

The Republic of Texas has made known her desire to come into our 
Union, to form a part of our Confederacy, and enjoy with us the blessings 
of liberty, secured and guarantied by our Constitution. Texas was once 
a part of our country— was unwisely ce^ed away to a foreign Power — is 
now independent, and possesses an undoubted right to dispose of a part or 
the whole of het territory, and to merge her sovereignty, as a separate and 
independent State, in ours. I congratulate my country, that, by an act of 
the late Congress of the United States, the assent of this Government has 
been given to the reunion ; and it only remains for the two countries to 
agree upon the terms, to consummate an object* so important to both.^ 

I regard the question of annexation as belonging exclusively to the 
United States and Texas. They are independent Powers, competent to 
contract ; and foreign nations have no right to interfere with them, or to 
take exceptions to their reunion. Foreign Powers do not seem to appre- 
ciate 'the true character of our Government. Our Union is a confederal 
tion of independent States, whose policy is peace with each other and all 
the worl4r To enlarge its limits, is to extend the dominions of peace over 
additional territories and increasing millions. The world has nothing to 
fear from military ambition in our Government. While the Chief Magis- 
trate and the popular branch of Congress are elected for short teritis 
by the suffrages of those millions who must, in their own persons, bear all 
the burdens and miseries of war, our Government cannot be otherwise 
than pacific. Foreign Powers should therefore look on the annexation 
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6f Te^las to the United States, not as tbe conquest of a natioti seeking to 
extend her dominions by arnas and violence, but as the peaceful acquisi- 
tion of a territory once her own, by adding another niiember to our con- 
federation, with the consent of that member — thereby diminishing the 
chances of war, and xjpening to them new and ever-increasing markets fox 
their products. 

To Texas the reunion is important, because the strong protecting arm 
of our Government would ba extended over h6r, and the vast resources 
of her fertile soil and genial cHmate would be speedily developed^ while 
the safety of New Orleans and of our whole Southwestern frontier against 
hostile aggression, as well as the interests of the whole Union, would be 
promoted by it. . 

In the earlier stages of our national existence, the opinion prevailed 
with some, that our system of confederated States could not operate 
successfully over an extended territory; and serious objections have, 
at different times, been made to the enlargement of our boundaries. 
These objections were earnestly ui^ed wh^n we acquired Louisiana. 
Experience has shown that they were not well founded. The title of 
numerous Indian tribes to vast tracts of country has been extinguished. 
New States have been admitted into the Union. New Territories have 
been created, and our jurisdiction and laws extended over them. As our 
population has expanded, the Union has been cemented and strength- 
ened. As our boundaries have been enlarged, and our agricultural popu- 
lation has been spread over a large surface, our federative system has ac- 
quired additional strength a«id security. It may well be doubted whether 
it would not be in greater danger of overthrow, if our present population 
were confined to the comparatively narrow limits of the original thirteen 
States, than it is, now that they are sparsely settled over a more expanded 
territory. It is confidently believed that our system maybe safely ex- 
tended to the utmost bounds of our territorial limits ; and that, as it shall be 
extended, the bonds of our Union, so far from being weakened, will be- 
come stronger. 

None can fail to see the danger to our safety and future peaCe, if Texas 
remains an independent State, or becomes an ally or dependency of some 
foreign nation more powerful than herself. Is there one among our citi^ 
zens who would not prefer perpetual peace with Texas to occasional 
wars, which so often occur between bordering independent nations ? Is 
there one who would not prefer free intercourse with her, to high duties 
on all our products, and manufactures which enter her ports or cross her 
frontiers? Is there one who would not prefer an unrestricted communica- 
tion with her citizens, to the frontier obstructions which must OQCUr if she 
remains out of the Union } Whatever is good or evil in the local institu- 
tions of Texas will remain her own, whether annexed to the United 
States or not. None of the present States will be responsible for them, 
any more than they are for the local institutions of each other. They 
have confederated together for certain specified objects. Upon the same 
principle that they would refuse to form a perpetual union with Texas be- 
cause of her local institutions, our forefathers would have been prevented 
from forming our present Union. Perceiving no valid objection to the 
measure, and many reasons for its adoption, vitally affecting the peace, the 
safety^ and the prosperity of both countries, I shall, on the broad principle 
which formed the basis and produced the adoption of our Constitution, 
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jtnd not in any narrow spirit of sectional pcdiey, endoaror, by all coi^stitu- 
tional, honorable, and appropriate means^ to consummate the expressed 
will of the people and Government of the United States, by th^ r^annexa^ 
tion of Texas to our Union at the earliest practicable period. 

Nor will it become in a less degree my duty to assert and maintain^ by 
all constitutional means, the right of the United States to that portion of 
our territory which lies beyond the Rocky mountains. Our title to the 
country of the Oregon " is clear and unquestionable/' and already are our 
people preparing to perfect that title by occupying it with their wives and 
children. But eighty years ago, our population was confined on the west 
by the ridge of the AUeganies. Within that period — ^within the lifetime^ I 
might say, of some of my hejirers — our people, increasing to many mil- 
lions, have filled the eastern valley of the Mississippi; adventurously ascend- 
ed the Missouri to its head springs; and are already engaged in establishing 
the blessings of self-government in valleys, of which the rivers flow to the 
Pacific. The world beholds the peaceful triumphs of the industry of 
our emigrants. To us belpngs the duty of protecting them adequately 
wherever they may be upon our soil. The jurisdiction of our laws, and 
the benefits of our republican institutions, should be extended over them 
in the distant regions which they^have selected for their homes. The in- 
creasing facilities of intercourse will easily bring the States, of which the 
formation in that part of our territory cannot be long delayed, within the 
sphere of our federative Union. In the mean time, every obligation ini- 
posed by treaty or conventional stipulations should be sacredly respected. 

In the management of our foreign relatioas, it will be my aim to ob- 
(Serve a careful respect for the rights of other nations, while our own will 
be the subject of constant watchfulness. Equal and exact justice should 
characterize all our intercourse with foreign countries.* All alliances having 
a tendency to j'eopard the welfare and honor of our country, or sacrifice any 
one of the national interests, will be studiously avoided ; and yet no op- 
portunity will be lost to cultivate a favorable understanding with foreign 
Governments, by which our navigation and commerce maybe extended, 
sand the ample products of our fertile soil, as well as the manufactures of 
our skilful artia^ixs^^ find a ready market and remunerating prices in foreign 
countries. 

In taking " care that the laws be faithfully executed,'^ a strict perform- 
ance of duty will be exacted from all public officers. From those officers, 
especially, who are charged with the collection and disbursement o( the 
public revenue, will prompt and rigid accountability be required. Any 
culpable failure or delay on their part to account for the moneys intrusted 
to them, at the times and in the manner required by law, will, in every 
insti^nce, terminate the official connexion of such defaulting officer with 
Ijjie Government 

Although, in our country, the Chief Magistrate must almost of necessity 
be chosen by a party, and stand pledged to its principles and measures, 
yet, in his official action, he should not be the President of a part only, 
but of the whole people of the United States. While he executes the 
laws.with an impartial hand, shrinks from no proper responsibility, and 
faithfully carries out in the Executive department of the Government the 
principles and policy of those who have chosen him, he should not be un- 
mindful that ot^r fellow-citizens who have difl!ered with him in opinion 
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lure eotfhled to the full and free exercise oi ifa^r opinions and judgments, 
and that the rights of all are entitled to respect and regard. 

Confidently relying upon the aid and assistance of the coordinate de- 
partments of the Government in conducting our public affairs, I enter 
upon the discharge of the high duties which have been assigtied me by the 
people, again humbly supplicating that Divine Being who has watched 
oyer imd protected our beloved country from its infancy to the present 
hour, to continue His gracious benedictions upon us, that we may continue 
to be a prosperous and happy people. 

The oath of office was then administered to the President of the United 
States, by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; and the Senate returned 
to their Chamber. 

On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, March 5, 1845. 

Mr, Woodbury submitted •the following resolution, which Was consid- 
ered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That a committee be appointed, to wait on the President of 
the United States, and notify him that the Senate is assembled, and ready 
to receive any communication he may be pleased to make to them. 
On motion by Mr. Woodbury, > 

Orderedy That the committee ba appointed by the President of the 
Senate; and 

Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Jarnagin were accordingly appointed* 

Mr. Woodbury, from the committee appointed to wait on the President 
of the United States, and notify him that the Senate is assembled, and 
ready to receive any communication he may be pleased to make to them, 
reported that they had performed the duty assigned to th^m, and that the 
President replied that he would make acommimication to the Setiate. 
On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered J That, unless otherwise ordered, the daily hour of meeting of 
the Senate, during the present special session, be twelve o'clock, M. 
On motion by Mr. McDuffie, 

Ordered^ That the Senate proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business; and, 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned, 

THURSDAY, March 6, 1845. 

On motion, by Mr. Evans, the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business ; and, 
After the consideration of Executive business. 

On motion by Mr. Sevier, 
Ordered^ That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on Monday 
next. • 

On motion by Mr, Evans, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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MONDAY, Mahoh 10, 1845. 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbury, the Senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of Executive business; and, 

After the consideration of Executive business, 
Thp^ Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY, March 11, 1846. 

On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 

Ordertdj That Daniel Palmer have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers, now on the files of the Senate. 

The Vice President presented a memorial from the Legislative Council 
of the Territory of Wisconsin, praying that an appropriation be made for 
surveying and laying out a road from' Prairie du Chien to Lapointe, on 
Lake Superior. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

Ordered^ That it lie dn the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbury, the Senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of Executive business ; and, 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY, March 12, 1845, 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbury, the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business ; and. 
After the consideration of Executive business. 
The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY, March 13, 1845. 

On motion, by Mr, Dayton,*the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business ; and. 
After the consideration of Executive business. 
The Senate adjourned. 

FRIDAY, March 14, 1845. 

Mr. Woodbridge submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved f Thai the Secretary of War be directed to report to the Senate, 
at the commencement of the next session of Congress, whether any, and, 
if any, what further works are necessary or expedient for the enlargement 
and strengthening of the fortifications at the outlet of Lake Huron, called 
Fort Uratiot, together with an estimate of the expense of such additional 
works as may be recommende4. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and agreed thereto. 

On motion, by Mr. Speight, the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business ; and. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 



EXTRA SESSION. i85 

SATtrRDAY, March 15, 1845. 

' The Vice President laid before the Senate the credentials of the honoca- 
ble Simon Cameron, chosen a Senator by the General Assembly of the 
State of Pennsylvania for the unexpired term for which the honoxable 
James Buchanan was elected ; which were read. 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution : 

Resolvedy That the Secretary of War be directed to transmit ta tba 
Senate, at its present session, the report made by John Stockton, superin- 
tendent of the minerallands on Lake Superior, with the map accompany- 
ing the same. 

The Senate, by unaiiimous consent, proceeded to consider the said reso- 
lution, and agreed thereto. 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbridge, the Senate proceeded ta the considera^; 
tion of Executive business ; and. 

After the consideration of Executive business. 

The Senate adjourned. 

MONDAY, March 17, 1845. 

The honorable Simon Cameron, from the State of Pennsylvania, whose 
credentials were yesterday read, attended, and the oath prescribed by law 
having been administered to him by the Vice President, he took his seat 
in the Senate. 

^r. Webster having announced the decease of the honorable Isaac C. 



Mr. Evans submitted the following resolutions, which were considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resclvedyunanimously, That a committee be appointed, by the Vice 
President, to take order for superintending the funeral of the honorable 
Isaae C. Bates, which will take place to-morrow, at twelve o'clock, M., 
and that the Senate will attend the same. 

Hesolvedf unanimously f That the members of the Senate, from a sin- 
cere desire of showing every mark of respect due to the memory of the 
honorable Isaac C. Bates, deceased, late a member thereof, will go into 
mourning for him one month, by the usual mode of wearing crape on the 
left arm. 

JResolvedy unanimously j That, as an additional mark of respect for the 
memory of the honorable Isaac C. Bates, the Senate do now adjourn. 

The Vice President announced the appointment of the following com- 
mittee of arrangements : 

Mr. Evans, Mr. Mangum, Mr. Woodbury, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Sevier, 
and Mr. Cass. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

TUESDAY, Mabch 18, 1845. 

The Senate, in pursuance of the resolution of yesterday, attended the 
funeral of the honorable Isaac C. Bates ; and, having returned to their 
Chamber, 

Adjourned. 
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WSrbNESDAY, Mahch 19, 1»45. 

Mr. Webster sabmitted the following resolution^ which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Buohtd^ That the Vice President be requested to inform the Executive 
of the State of Massachusetts of the death of the honorable Isaac C. Bates, 
late Senator of the United States from that State. 

Mr. Speight submitted the following resolution, which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved^ That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to communi- 
cate to the Senate, at as early a day as practicable at its next session, the 
quantity of public lands now vacant upon each side of Pearl river, and 
within five miles of the same, within the States of Mississippi and Lou- 
isiana. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a report fSrom the Secretary of 
War, communicating, in compliance with a resolution of the I5th instant, 
a report of John Stockton, superintendent of the mineral lands oh Lake 
Superior, with a map accompanying the same ; which was read. 
On motion by Mr. Breese, 

Qrderedy That the report, with the aqcompanying documents and map, 
be printed for the use of the Senate, and that the original papers, as re- 
quested by the Secretary of War, be returned to him. 

Mr. Woodbridge submitted the following resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed so to com- 
plete the manuscript maps now remaining in the committee room of the 
Committee on Public Lands, as that the tracts of the public lands actually^ 
sold or otherwise disposed of rtiay be designated thereon, by being colored, 
or otherwise, according to the plan upon which those maps were originally 
commenced; And that he cause to be prepared, for the use of the same 
committee, diagrams of all the States (not already, prepared) in which the 
public lands are situated ; showing the dates at which the various tracts 
were oflfered at public sale and have been in market. And that the same 
bB completed and returned to the committee room at the commencement 
of the next session, or as soon as practicable. 

Resoivedy That the said Secretary do also cause to be continued the 
work necessary for and preparatory to a continuation of the compilation 
of the Land Laws, instructions and regulations of the General Land Office, 
and such other matter as may more fully illustrate the system and policy 
pursued by the General Government relative to the public lands. 

Mr. Allen submitted the following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That a committee of two members be appointed, to wait on 
the President of the United States, and inform him that the Senate, havii^g 
finished the business before them, are ready to adjourn, unless he may 
have other communications to make. 

It was agreed that the Vice President appoint the committee ; and 

Mr* Allen and Mr. Jarnagin were appointed accordingly. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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THURSDAY, March 2T), 1$45. • 

ITie Vice President presented a joint resolution of the Legislative Coun- 
cil of the Territory of Wisconsin, asking that provision may be made for 
taking a census of the inhabitants of tlmt Territory, and for the holding of 
a convention to form a State Constitution. He also presented memorials 
from the Legislative Council of that Territory — 

1. In relation to the canal lands in that Territory. 

2. That provision be made for a penitentiary in that Territory. 

3. That a certain mail route be established in that Territory. 

On motion by Mr. Speight, 

Ordered^ That the said joint resolution and meniorials lie on the table. 

Mr. Breese submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved J That there be paid from the contingent fund of the Senate 
to David Moore, a substitute for one of the messengers, for his services in 
the delivery of the mails, a like amount to that paid to the messengers of 
the Senate by resolution of the 26th February last. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion ; andj 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbury, it was amended, and agreed to, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolvedy That;, there be paid from the contingent fund of the Senate to 
David Moore, a substitute for one of the messengers, for his services iii 
the delivery of the mails, the amount authorized to be paid to the mes- 
sengers of the Senate by resolution of the 26th February la^t; and that 
the messenger for whom he is a substitute, who has not acted in person 
as such, shall not be entitled to any extra pay under the resolution afore- ^ 
said. 

Mr. Allen, from the committee appointed to wait on the President of the 
United States, and notify him that the Senate, having finished the business 
before them, are ready to adjourn, unless he may have other communica- 
tions to make, reported, that they had performed the duty assigned them ; 
and that the President replied, he had no further communication to make 
at the present session of. the Senate. 

Whereupon, 

On motion by Mr. Allen, 

The Senate adjourned. 



EXECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS 



THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

F|10M WHICH 

The injunction of secrecy has been removed. 



Documents relating to and vote on the ratification of the treaty with 
the Ta Tsin§ Empire {China,) 

THURSDAY, January 16, 1845. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, ' 

Orderedj That the injunction of secrecy be removed from file documents 
communicated by the President to the Senate, in relation to the treaty 
with the Ta Tsing Empire, except such parts as the Committee on Foreign 
Relations may consider improper to be published. 
On motion by Mr. Dayton, 

Orderedy That the injunction of secrecy be* removed from the vote of 
the Senate on the resolution ratifying the treaty with the Ta Tsing Em- 
pire. 

On the question, to agree thereto. 

It was determined in the affirmative— yeas, 42. 

Those who voted, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Choate, Clayton, Colquitt, Crittenden, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Hannegan, Henderson, Hu- 
ger, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Niles, 
Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Up - 
ham. Walker, Woodbridge, Woodbury. 

So it was 

Resolved^ (two-thirds of the Senators present concurring,) That the Sen- 
ate advise and consent to the ratification of the treaty between the United 
States of America on the one part, and the Ta Tsing Empire on the other 
part, concluded at Wang Shia, on the third day of July, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-four. 



Standing Committees. 

MONDAY, March 10, 1845. 

On motion by Mr. Breese, 
Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy be removed from the appoint- 
ment of the standing committees, and that the list of them be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 
19 
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A Committee on Foreigd Relations, consisting of Mr. Allen, chairman, * 
Mr. Cass, Mr. Archer, Mr. Atherton, and Mr. Huger. 

A Commitee on Finance, consisting of Mr. Woodbury, chairman, Mr. 
McDuffie, Mr. Benton, Mr. Evans, and Mr. Phelps. 

A Committee on Commerce, consisting of Mr. Haywood, chairman, Mr. 
Dix, Mr. Huntington, Mr. Johnson of Maryland, and Mr. Sevier. 

A Committee on Manufactures, consisting of Mr. Dickinson, chairman, 
Mr. Sturgeon, Mr. Simmons, Mr. Semple, and Mr. Speight. 

A Committee on Agriculture, consisting of Mr. Sturgeon, chairman, 
Mr, Semple, Mr. Upham, Mr. Bates, and Mr. Barrow. 

A Committee on Military Affairs, consisting of, Mr. Benton, chairman, 
Mr. Hannegan, Mr. Crittenden, Mr. Dix, and Mr. Phelps. 

A Cpmmittee on the Militia, consisting of Mr. Atchison, chairman, Mr. 
Semple, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Fairfield, and Mr. Corwin. 

A Committee on Naval Affairs, consisting of Mr. Fairfield, chairman, 
Mr. Colquitt, Mr. McDuffie, Mr. John M. Clayton, arid Mr. Dickinson. 

A Committee on Public Lands, consisting of Mr. Breese, chairman, Mr. 
Speight, Mr. Ashley, Mr. Woodbridge, and Mr. Jarnagin. 

A Committee on Private Land Claims, consisting of Mr. Hannegan, 
chairman, Mr. Semple, Mr. Johnson of Louisiana, Mr. Dayton, and Mr. 
Thomas Clayton. 

A Committee on Indian Affairs, consisting of Mr. Sevier, chairman, Mr. 
Bagby, Mr. Phelps, Mr. Morehead, and Mr. Atchispn. 

A Committee of Claims, consisting of Mr. Bagby, chairman, Mr. Man- 
gum, Mr. John M. Clayton, Mr. Semple, and Mr. Dickinson. 

A Committee on Revolutionary Claims, consisting of Mr. Semple, chair- 
man, Mr. Jarnagin, Mr. Greene, Mr. Hannegan, and Mr. Colquitt. 

A Committee on the Judiciary, consisting of Mr. Ashley, chairman, Mr. 
Huger, Mr. Webster, Mr. Berrien, and Mr. Breese. 

A Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, consisting of Mr. Niles, 
chairman, Mr. Sturgeon, Mr. Simmons, Mr. Semple, and Mr. Johnson of 
Louisiana. 

A Comniittee on Roads and Canals, consisting of Mr. Atherton, chair- 
man, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Corwin, Mr. Sturgeon, and Mr. Woodbridge. 

A Committee on Pensions, consisting of Mr. Dix, chairman, Mr. Bates, 
Mr. Miller, Mr. Ashley, and Mr. Atchison. 

A Committee on the District of Columbia, consisting of Mr. Colquitt, 
chairman, Mr. Sevier, Mr. Johnson of Maryland, Mr. Miller, and Mr. 
Woodbury. ^ 

A Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, consisting of Mr. Wood- 
bridge, chairman, Mr. Hannegan, Mr. Sturgeon, Mr. Speight, and Mr. 
Lewis. 

A Committee on Retrenchment, consisting of Mr. Lewis, chairman, Mr. 
Morehead, Mr. Atherton, Mr. Dayton, aqd Mr. Dickinson. 

A Committee on Territories, consisting of Mr. Bagby, chairman, Mr. 
Allen, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Evans, and Mr. John M. Clayton. 

A Committee on Public Buildings, consisting of Mr. Dayton, chairman, 
Mr. Simmons, and Mr. Bates. 

A Committee to audit and control the contingent expenses of the Senate, 
consisting of Mr. Niles, chairman,' Mr., Breese, and Mr. Corwin. 

A Committee on Printing, consisting of Mr. Atherton, chairman, Mr. 
Sipamons, and Mr. Semple. 
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A Committee on Engrossed Bills, consisting of Mr. I^pd^ht, chairman^ 
Mr. Greene, and Mr. Jarnagin. 



Proceedings on the nomination of George Bancroft. 

WEDNESDAY, March 5, 1845. 

The following nomination was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. J. Knox Walker : 

"Washington, March 5, 1845. 
''To the Senate of the United States : 

" I nominate George Bancroft, of Massachusetts, to be Secretary of the 
Navy, in the place of John Y. Mason, resigned. 

« JAMES K. POLK.'^ 

On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 
Ordered, That the nomination of George Bancroft be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

THURSDAY, March 6, 1845; 

Mr. Fairfield, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the nomination of George Bancroft, reported. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the said nomination ; and 

After debate, 

On motion by Mr. Speight, 

Ordered, That the nomination of George Bancroft be recommitted to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

MONDAY, March 10, 1845. 

Mr. Fairfield, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to Whom was re- 
committed, on the 6th instant, the nomination of George Bancroft, reported; 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate advise and consent to the appointment of 
George Bancroft, agreeably to the nomination. 
On motion by Mr. Allen, 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy be removed from the nomina- 
tion and the proceedings of the Senate upon the nomination of Geoi^e 
Bancroft. 



Proceedings aiid documents relating to James W. Schaumburg, from 
which the injunction of secrecy has been removed, 

WEDNESDAY, Febkuary 26, 1845. 

Mr. Crittenden submitted the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to inform the Senate 
how it happens that the name of James W. Schaumburg appears oti the 
Army Register for 1845 as a lieutenant in the first regiment of dragoons. 
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after it has been so long omitted, and by what authority it has been re- 
placed, and whether it was not omitted in consequence of his resignation, 
or, if not, that he inform the Senate why it was heretofore omitted, and 
why it has been replaced. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the said reso- 
hition, and agveed thereto. 

WEDNESDAY, March 5, 1845. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a report from the Secretary 
of War, received the 1st instant, in answer to a resolution of the Senate 
of the 26th February last, in relation to James W. Schaumburg. 

The report was read. 

On motion by Mr. Crittenden, 

Ordered, That the report and papers conmiunicated therewith be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affiiirs. 

MONDAY, March 10, 1845. 

Mr. Benton presented papers relating to the case of James W. Schaum- 
burg; which were referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

WEDNESDAY, March 12, 1845. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the 5th instant the report from the Secretary of War, and on the 
lOth instant several papers relating to the case of James W. Schaumburg, 
made the following report : 

The Commitieeon Military Jiff airs, to which wa$ referred the resolution 
of the Senate to inquire into the circutnstances which attended the 
resignation and reappointment of James PV. Schaumburg as an officer 
in the army of the United States, report: 

That, on applying for information to the Department of War, they find 
that the said James W. Schaumburg, on the 6th day of June, 1836, being 
then a second lieutenant of dragoons, and stationed at Fort Des Moines, 
on the upper Mississippi, transmitted his resignation to the then Secretary 
at War, General Cass, in the following terms : 

"I herein desire that my resignation as second lieutenant of the United 
States regiment of dragoons be accepted, to take effect the 31st of Oc- 
tober, 1836. 

"JAMES W. SCHAUMBURG, 
^^ Second Lieutenant U. S, Dragoons ^ 

And that the same was accepted, modified to take effect on the 3ist of 
July, 1836, and promulgated in general orders, through the Adjutant Gen- 
eraPs office, on the 30th day of June, 1836, as follows : 
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, "GENERAL aRDERIfo. 44. 

[extract.] 

"Adjutant General's Office, /wntf 30, 1836. 
" The following resignations have been accepted by the President, to take 
effect at the dates set opposite their respective names, to wit : First Lieu- 
tenant J. W. Schaumburg, United States dragoons, 3 1st July, 1836. 
" By order of Major General Macomb : 

"R. JONES, 
^'Adjutant GeneraV 

This is all that appears in the Adjutant GeneraPs office in relation to the 
resignation of the said J. W. Schaumburg; but, from other papers referred 
to the committee by the order of the, Senate, it appears that the said Lieu- 
tenant Schaumburg was under arrest at the time of his resignation, on 
charges sent to the Commanding General, and on which a court martial 
was demanded ; that at the time of his resignation' he left his post on a 
leave of absence for seven days, (being all that the commander of the 
post could legally allow,) and never returned ta his post, nor has been 
with the army since that time. It does not appear, from any papers sub- 
mitted to the committee, at what time Mr. Schaumburg first applied to be 
restored to the army ; but it does appear that application must have been 
[made] during the time that Mr. Poinsett was Secretary at War, and again 
during the time that Mr. Spencer was at the head of the War Department, 
each of whom refused to* grant or entertain his application. 

The circumstances imder which he was ordered to be restored to the 
army, as appears by a letter from the Hon. Mr. Wilkins, late Secretary at 
War, are these: 

On the 11th day of January, 1844, the President of the United States 
ordered Mr. Sqhaumburg to be restored to the army, in vittue of the gen- 
eral order No. 43, dated June 28, 1836, to come into the first vacancy of 
captain or first lieutenant that should occur in the first regiment of dra- 
goons ; and was ofiicially inforined, on the 2^th July, 1844, that he would 
be commissioned accordingly, ^^ should the Senate^ at their next session <, 
advise and consent thereto.^^ r 

It further appears, from the same letter, that afterwards, (to wit: on the 
25th of January, 1845,) the President, in reply to a letter of Mr/ Schaum- 
burg of the 23d of the same month, decides that Mr. Schaumburg was 
never out of the army ; that he did not require reappointment, but only 
recognition; and orders him to be recognised as an officer, taking rank at 
the head of the first lieutenants of the said first regiment of dragoons. 

This second* order of the President, like the first, is bottomed on the 
general order of June 28, 1836, No^ 43. 

The committee have therefore felt it to be their duty to obtain a copy of 
said order Na 43, and to consider how far it can justify the act which 
the President has done under it; and in discharging that duty the commit- 
tee have come to the conclusion that that order neither has, in terms, nor 
can have, tn /au^, any relation to Lieutenant Schaumburg's case. That 
order was issued for a specific purpose. The Florida war, a most disa- 
greeable service, was raging; and the object of the order was to get as 
many officers as possible into immediate service, by countermanding and 
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forbidding all long leaves qf absence^ and indacing officers who had sueh 
leaves of absence, with prospective resignations, to recall such resigna- 
tions, relinquish their title to absence, and rejoin their regiments for&erviee. 
This could have no relation to Mr. Schaumburg's case. He was under 
arrest upon charges preferred, and a court martial demanded, and could 
make no election, or do any act under the order. He had not a. long leave 
of absence, but only seven days. After the expiration of those seven 
days, he would have been borne upon the rolls of the army as ^^ absent 
without leavcj^ had it not been for the acceptance of his resignation. 

The order of the President of the 25th of January, 1845, directing Mr. 
Schaumburg to be " recogniseiP^ as first lieutenant of the first regimeni 
of dragoons, taking rank at the head of those lieutenants, has, in the opin- 
ion of the committee, no justification in the ^crm« of the general order 
No. 43, nor in its spirit or intention. Even if it found justification in 
the words of that order, it would be overruled by positive law-r— by the 
act of Congress, which gives a legal right to promotion, as vacancies occur, 
throughout the line, as high as the rank of colonel. In this case, promo- 
tions, had been going on {ox tight years and a half, and a right to the 
vacancies accruing belonged to the officer next below the vacancy; and 
this, being positive law, could not be countervailed by orders or regula- 
tions. Should Mr. Schaumburg now return to the army, on the princi* 
pie of not having been out of it, his place would be among the captains, 
next above Captain Steen, and that, without having served since June, 
1836, and while absent without leave^ if bis resignation was not in force. 
But the President does not even put him at the proper place, upon his own 
assumption of facts ; he puts him at the head of the first lieutenants, which 
is neither the place which he resigned in 1836, nor the one to which he 
would now be entitled, if he had remained in the army. 
- Finally, by article 88 of the rules and articles of war, Mr. Schaumburg, 
if now restored, would be freed from the charges preferred against him at 
the time of his resignation. 

The committee' therefore report the following resolution : 

ResQlved, Thai the order of the late President, of the 13th of Jaiitiary, 
1845, directing Janjes W. Schaumburg to be restored to the army, andf to 
be recognised as an officer therein, is illegal and void ; and that the name 
of the said James W. Schaumburg ought not to be continued on the roll 
of the army. 

The report was read. 

Mr. Hannegan submitted the following resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed ito furnish the Seng^te 
a copy of all the correspondence and proceedings on file in the War De- 
partment, in any manner connected with the resignation and restoration 
of Lieutenant James W. Schaumburg, of the United States dragoons. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the resolution; 
and. 

On motion, by Mr. Woodbury, to amend the resolution by adding there- 
to the following: 

\^nd also to inform the Senate whether Lieutenant Schaumburg has 
been allowed to receive any pay as an officer in the army since the year 
^nno Domini 1836 — 

It was determined in the affirmative. 

The resolution, as amended, was, then agreed to. 
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FRIDAY, March 14, 1845. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a report from the Secretary of 
War, in answer to a resolution of the 12th instant, relating to the case of 
James W. Schauraburg ; which was read. 
On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Military Afl^irs ; and 
that the report made by the committee on the i2th instant, together with 
the documents heretofore referred, be recpmmitt^d to that committee. 

SATURDAY, March 15, 1845. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a report from the Secretary of 
War, relating to the case o{ James W. Schaumburg ; which was read. 
On motion by Mr. Hannegan, 
Ordered, That it be referxed to the Commitee on Military Affairs. 

WEDNESDAY, March 19, 1845. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, made the following 
additional report : a 

The Committee on Military ^ffairsyto which was committed the report 
in the case of James W, Schay^mburg, tbith additional papers, do now 
further report : ^ 

That having examined the papers so jeferred to them, have found 
therein much additional matter to confirm the report first niade. They 
therefore report back the same to the Senate, without alteration, and 
recommend the adoption of the resolution first reported. 

THOMAS H. BENTON, Chairman. 

The report was read. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, , 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs on the I2th instant; and after debate. 
On the question, to agree thereto, 

C Yeas 35 

It was determined in the affirmative, ^y.^ ?••••••• ^ 

' i Nays, . ...... 3. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Th&se who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. All^n, Archer, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Berrien, 
Cass, Thomas Clayton, Cameron, Corwin, Crittenden, Dickinson, Dix, 
Evans, Fairfield, Green, Haywood, Huger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Mangum, Niles, Pearce^ 
Phelps, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Upham, Webster, Woodbridge, Wood- 
bury. 

• Those who voted in the negative, are, 
•Messrs. Barrow, Sturgeon. 

So it was 

Resolved f That the order of the late President of 13th January, 1845, 
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directing James W. Schaumburg to be restored to the army, and to be recog- 
nised as an officer thereib, is illegal and void ; and that the name of the 
said James W. Schaumburg ought not to be continued on the roll of the 
army. 

On motion by Mr. Benton, 
Ordered^ That the Secretary lay a copy of this resolution before the 
President of the United States. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 
Ordered^ That the injunction of secrecy be removed froni the proceedings 
of the Senate in relation to the case of James W. Schaumburg, and from the 
reports and such of the documents connected therewith as may be selected 
by the Committee on Military Affairs, and that th^ same be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. Evans, 
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to return to 
the War Department the original papers received therefrom, in relation to 
the case of James W. Schaumburg. 



Proceedings relating to the ^^ joint resolution for the annexation of 
Texas, ^^ from whieh the injunction of secrecy has been removed. 

MONDAY, March 10, 1845. 

Mr. Beriien submitted the following resolution for consideration ; 

Resolved^ That, in executing the authority conferred by the joint reso- 
lution of Congress entitled " A joint resolution for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States,'' the President of the United States will best conform 
to the provisions of the Constitution by resprting to the treaty-making 
power, for the purpose of accomplishing the objects of that resolution. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to lay before the President of 
the United States a copy of this resolution. 

On motion by Mr. Woodbury, 
. Ordered, That the said resolutions be printed in confidenbe, for the use 
of the Senate. 

TUESDAY, March U, 1845. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution yesterday submitted by 
Mr. Berrien; and 
After debate, 
On motion, by Mr. McDuffie, that it be indefinitely postponed, 

C Yeas 2 3 

It was determined in the affirmative, i j^^' * * * ' * * qq 

On motion by Mr. McDiiffie. 

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Aiherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Cass, 
Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, Huger, Johnson of Lou- 
isiana, Lewis, McDuffie, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Wood- 
bury. 



EXECUTIVE PROCEEDINGS. 297 

Those whe voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Thomaa Clay ton, John M. Clayton, 
Corwin, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington; Jarnagin, John- 
son of Maryland, Mangum, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Web- 
ster, Woodhridge. 

So it was 

Ordered J That the resolutions be indefinitely postponed. > 

WEDNESDAY, March 19, 1845. 

Mr. Ashley submitted the following resolution : 

Resolvedy That the injunction of secrecy be removed from the resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Berrien on the 10th instant, and from the votes and 
proceedings of the Senate tl^reon. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the resolution, 
and agreed thereto. 
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Senators of theUniled States whose seats will be vacant in^-^ 



1847. 



1849. 



Mr. Archer, of Vbginia. 
Ashley, of ArUaosas. 

Barrow, of Louisiana. 

fierrien, of Georgia. 

Thomas Ciajrton, of Del. 

Evans, of Maine. 

Huger, of South Carrfina. 

Jamagin, of Tennessee. 

Lewis, of Alabama. 

Mangum, of N. Carolina. 

Miller, of New Jersey. 

Morehead, of Kentucky. . 

Semple, of Illinois. 

Simmons, of Rhode Island. 

WoodbridgBj of Miclngan. 

Woodbury, of N.H. 
Massachusetts : 1 vacant. 
MissisKppi : 1 vacant. 



Mr. Allen, pf Ohio. 

Atchison, of MissQuri. 
Atherton, of N. Hamj^re. 
Bagby, of Alabama. 
Breese, of Illinois. 
Cameron, of Pennsylvania. 
Colquitt) of Georgia. 
Crittenden, of Kentucky. 
Dix, of New York. 
Hannegan, of Indiana. 
Haywood, of N. Carolina. 
Johnson, of Louisiana. 
McDufiie, of South Carolina. 
Niles, of Connecticut. 
Pearce, of Maiyland. 
Sevier, of Arkansas. 
Upham, of Vermont. 



1851. 



Mr. Benton, of Missouri. 

Cass, <ti Michigan. 

John M. Clayton, of Del. 

Corwin, of Ohio. 

Day t(Mi, of New Jersey. 

Dickinson, of New York. 

Fairfield, of Maine. 

Greene, of Rhode Island. 

Huntington, of Connecticut. 

Johnson, oi Maryland. 

Phelps, of Vermont. 

Speight, of Mississippi. 

Sturgeon, of Pennsylvania. 

Webster, of Massachusetts. 
Indiana: 1 vacsit. 
Tennessee; 1 vacant. 
Virginia: 1 vacant. 
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Act 18th April, 1814, bill supplemeatary to an act to authorize 
the Secretary of State to liquidate certain claims 
therein mentioned, passed April 18, 1814 — (See bill 
S. 78.) 
Acts of the 2d session of the 28th Congress, list of - - 267 

Adams county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 
Adams,, John, and John Adams, jr., relief oif — (See bill H. R. 377.) 
Adjourn, motions to adjourn, yeas and nays on - - 200, 212, 213 

Admiralty jurisdiction on the Federal courts of Michigan^ memo- 
rial for conferring, referred - - - - 36 

Africa, west coast of, correspondence relative to the United States 
squadron on the, and the condition of the American 
colonies there, and their commerce /with the United 
States, resolution calling for - - - - 127 

Message from the President in answer - - • 212 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 222 

Agriculture, advancement of, petition - - - - 261 

Aiken, Hendrick, petition - - - - - 126 

Alabama, General Assembly of^ memorials and resolutions — 

Modification of the rates of postage - - - 114 

Location of a national foundry - - ^ 157 

Committee discharged - - . - 185 

Against restricting or abolishing the veto ppwer ; against 
distributing the proceeds of the public lands ; against 
the tariffbf 1842; against a national bank; for the an- 
nexation of Texas ; for the occupation and settlement 
of Oregon ; and for a reduction of the tariff - 157 

Reduction of the price of the public lands in Alabama 170 

Citizens of Cedar Bluff to enter lands at-the minimum 

price - - - - - - 170 

Right of way over the public lands to the Tennessee 

and Coosa Railroad Company — (See bill H. R. 546) 170 

Middle district of, presentment of the grand jury of, re- 
ferred - - - ' - - - 32 
Erection of a district court-house at Tuscaloosa, resolu- 
tion— (See resolution S. 7) - - - - 32 

Southern district of, erection ef a district court-house at 
Mobile, resolution — (See resolution S. 7) - - 32 

Alabama and Mississippi five per cent, fund and school reserva- 
tions— (See bill S. 5Q.) 
Albany, New York — See New York. 
Albany'Lit)erty Association, memorial - - - - 127 

Alexander, William — See William A. Duer. 
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Alexandria, District of Columbia, amendment of the charter of, 

memorial - - - - - - 74 

Committee discharged - - - - -• 248 

Alexandria orphan asylum and female free school, incorporation 

ofthe— (See bill S. 80.) 
Allegany -county, Maryland — See Maryland. 
Allegany county, New York — See New York. 
Allegany county, Pennsylvania— See Pennsylvania. 
Allen, AlbornOj^ documents relative to the claim of - - 70 

Committee discharged - - ... . 96 

Allen, Benjamin, bill to place the name of, on the invalid pension 

roll— (See bill H. R. 516.) 
Allen, Charles.R., relief of— (See bill H. R. 532.) 
Allen, Heman, widow of — See j2bigail Wadham. 
Allen, Isaac, relief o/— (See bill H. R. 460.) 

Allen, John L., meniorial - - - . -195 

Committee dischaxged - - - - - 247 

Allen, Thomas, petitioni^eferred - - - - - 32 

Allen, Hon. William, attended - - - - - 4,272 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Correspondence with the British Government in relation 

to Oregon ..---- 28 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 31 

Message from the President in answer - - 186 

Special order to be called at 11 o'clock - - 184 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 186 

To be called at 12 o'clock ... - 191, 196 

Committee to inform the President that the Senate are 
ready to adjourn - - - - - 286 

Allen, William P., and Martin Thomas, relief of— (See bill S. 108.) 
Alton and Mount Carmel railroad, resolution of Illinois - - 70 

Alton and Shawneetown railroad, resolution of Illinois - - 70 

American archives for the Detroit Young Men's Society, reso- 
lution ..-.-. 115 
American board of commissioners for foreign missions, memorial 99 
Additional documents - * - - - 126 
American colonies on the west coast of Africa, resolution - 127 
Message from the President in answer - - - 212 
Ordered to be printed - , - - - 222 
American Indian mission association, board of managers of, 

memorial - - - - - - 122 

American State Papers for the Detroit Young Men^s Society, 

resolution -,- - - .- 115 

American Statistical Association, memorial, concerning errors in 

the sixth census -, • . . - 27 

Ordered to be printed - - - - - 30 

Committee discharged, and the report ordered to be 

printed - - - - - - 214 

Petition for Congressional documents - • - 111 

Resolution reported — (See resolution S. 24.) 
Ames, David, petition referred - - - - - 148 
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Andover, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 
Andrew county, Missouri — See Missouri. 
Andrews, Asa, relief of— (See bill S. 37.) 

Yeas and nays - , - - - - - 91 

Ann Arbor^ Michigan— -See Michigan. 

Anstill and Rhodes, petition referred - - - - 54 

Appropriations, application of — (See resolution & 12.) 

Arabian horses, sale of — (See bills H. R. 520 and 646.) 

Archer, Hon. William S., attended - - - - 22,272 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Synoptical index of Treasury instructions for the ad- 
ministration of the revenue laws - - - 209 
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 222 
Argus, schooner, and other American vessels engaged in the fish- 
eries, resolution - - - - - 178 

Message of the President in answer - - - 236 

Ariadne and cargo, owners of the— See Nathaniel Goddard and 

others. ^ 

Arkansas, petitions' and memorials of citizens of — 

Bradley county, for the establishment of a mail route 177 

Clarke county, for the estabfishment of a mail route 107 

Washita county, for a land office at Camden - 82 

for the improvement of the Washita 

river - - . . 82 

citizens of, petition for the establishment of mail 

routes - - - - - -70,114 

communication from G. W. Patrick, in relation to the 

estaWishment of a mail route in - - '92 

General Assembly of, memorial of the members of, for 

the establishment of mail routes - - - 29 

communications from members of, for the establish- 
ment of mail routes - - - - '48,66 

resolution of, relative to French spoliations prior to 

1800 - - - - - - 31 

resolution respecting the terms of the district court, 

and extending its jurisdiction - - -86 

lands granted to, patent^ for — (See resolution S.21.) 
Hot Springs reservation, to grant the, to the Stale — 

(See bill S. 122.) 
increase of military force in, completion of Fort 
Wayne, and removal o( troops at Forts Gibson and 
Towson, resolution .... 103 

new land district in, report — (See bill S. 39) - -, 65 

Camden land office, petition for establishing - - 82 

Arkansas and Louisiana, citizens of, petition for the establishment 

ofa mail route - - - - " - 81 

Arkansas and Missouri, citizens of, petition for the establishment 

of a mail route - - - - - 58, 88 

Armories, &c., resolution to suspend the 3d section of the joint 
resolution of the 11th September, 1841, relating to — 
(See resolution S. 14.) 
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' Armour, Thomas, heirs at law of — See Margaret and jSgnes 
Bighatn, 

Arms manufactured in the national armories, expenses of, re- 
port of the Secretary of Wat - - - - 85 

Army, appropriations for the support of — (See bill H, R. 501.) 

Yeas and nays --.-.- 253, 254 
Army, pay of, to regulate — (See bill H. R. 438.) 

Army Register communicated -^ - - . 152 

Arnold, James, petition - - - -- -81 

Adverse report - - - - - - 112,137 

Artillery, Robert McCarty's improvement in, resolution - - 115 

Committee discharged - - - - - 246 

Ascension parish, Louisiana— See Louisiana. 

Ashby, Nathaniel, heirs and representatives of, petition - - 85 

Adverse report - - - - - -112 

Considered ... - 123, 183, 237 

Ashley, Hon. Chester, credentials presented - - - 21 

- attended and took the oath - - 21,273 

appointed on the Committee on Enrolled 

Bills - ... - 211 

excused from serving on same - - 227 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Drawback on merchandise exported in the original 
packages to Chihuahua and Santa Fe, and to the 
British North American provinces-^(See bill S. 68) - 36,41 
Printing additional number of maps of Texas - - 49 

Holding two terms of district court of Arkansas at Van 

Buren, and extending its jurisdiction •• - 86 

Increase of the military force in Arkansas, completion 
of Fort Wayne, and removal of the troops at Forts • 
Gibson and Towson - - . - . 103 

Collection of official instructions and opinions on ques- 
tions arising under land laws since August 17, 1838 - 111 
Referred - - - - - - 116 

Experiments for testing Robert McCarty 's improvement 
• in artillery . - - . - . 115 

Committee discharged - - - - 246 

Respecting the issuing of second patents for lands sold 
by the United States - - - - - 132 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 205 

Increase of pay to military storekeepers - -'135 

Committee discharged - - - - 185 

Post route from Little Rock to Fort Smith - - 209 

Printing additional copies of the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents - - - - - 221 

Astronomical and magnetic observations of Lieutenant Gilliss, 

printing of, resolution - - - - 209 

Ordered to be printed - - - - . 214 

Atchison, Hon. David R., attended - - - - 4, 273 

credentials presented and oath taken - 23 

presented credentials of Mr. Benton, of 

Missouri - - - - 29 
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Atchison, Hon. David R, resolution submitted by, viz : 

Printing of certain acts of the British Parliament for 

the use of the Senate - * - - - - 83 

Atherton, Hon. Charles G., attended - - - . 3,271 

Auditor, Fourth, report of, on navy pension fund - - 45 

Auditor, Second, statement of accounts of persons charged with 

the disbursement of moneys, &c., for the Indians - 165 

Austin, Joseph, papers, referred - - . . . ^ 64 

B. 

Paeon, Frederick A., child of, pension to, resolution - - 72 

Bagby, Hon. Arthur P., attended - - - . 4,278 

presented credentials of Mr. Lewis, of 
Alabama - - - - 113 

Resolutions submitted by, viz: 
Hour of meeting of the Senate - - - - 166 

Erection of district coui^t-houses at Mobile and Tusca- 
loosa — (See resolution S. 7) - - - - 32 

Baker, David, additional documents relative to the claim of - 50 

I Committee discharged - - ... 248 

Baldridge, Isabella, relief of— (See bill H. R. 413.) 
Baldridge, John, widow of— See Isabella Baldridge, 
Baldwin, Ira, relief of— (See bill H. R. 1 &8,) 

Baldwin, John, memorial - *- - • - 127 

Adverse report - - - . . 178 

Committee discharged -, - - - - 199 

Ballard, Benjamin, petition referred - - - - 62 

Report and bill— (See bills. 95) -^ - . 103 

Billiard, Ebenezer, petition - - - - - 126 

Bancroft, George, proceedings on the nomination of - - 291 

Beaigor, Maine — See Maine, 

Bank of the Metropolis, trustees of, memorial— (See bill H. R. 

479) . . . . -. . . 27 

of Potomac, in Alexandria, trustees of, memorial - - 34 

Farmers and Mechanics^ of Georgetown, trustees of, me- 
morial r - - - - - - 29 

Farmers', of Alexandria, trustees of, memorial - - 34 

Nat;ional, resolution of Alabama against a - - 157 

Pennsylvania Bank of the United States — See Miles King, \ ■ 
Bankruptcy, bill to provide for appeals in cases of — (See bill 

S. 81.) 
Barnett, Thompson, documents relative to the claim of - - 187 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Barnum, Daniel, petition - - - - - 117 

Barrow, Hon. Alexander, attended - . . . 35, 272 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Naturalization papers granted in violation of law - 40, 44 
Purchasing one hundred sets of the Laws of the United 

Stiates - - - - - * 54 

Amendment of the naturahzation laws - - 59 
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Barrow, Hon. Alexander, resolution submitted bv, viz : 

Publication of Captain Levjr's chart of soundings from 
the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi river to Gal- 
veston island - - - - - 132 

Referred - - - - - - 154 

Report - - - - - - 175 

Bartholot, Lewis, papers referred - - - - 64 

Bass, Sally, daughter of Charles Pasteur, petition - ' - 63 

Adverse report . . . - , - -112,138 

Bassett, Charles D., and others, memorial - - - 111 

Basnett, Thomas, memorial - - - - - 61 

Committee discharged - - - - - 246 

Batchelder, Gideon, and others, relief of— (See bill S. 34.) 

Bates, Hon. Isaac C., attended ----- 3 

death of, announced, and the resolutions of 

the Senate thereon - - - 285 

Vice President to inforni the Executive of 

Massachusetts thereof - - - 286 

Bates county, Missouri — See Missouri. 

Bates, Lewis H., and William Lacon, leave to withdraw - 28 

Bayard, Hon. Richard H., attended - - - - 4 

Beales, John Charles — See Impresario grants. 

Beatty, Francis, and Samuel Walker, leave to withdraw - 29 

Beaver county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 

Bedford county, Ohio — See Ohio.' 

Bell, James, heirs of, petition referred — (See bill S. 88) - - 27 

Belleview, town of, supplemental to the act for laying oflf the— 

(See bill H. R. 5BB.) 
Bent, St. Vrain, & Company, relief of — (See ipesolution S. 4. ) 
Benton, Hon. Thomas H., attended - - - - 4, 273 

^ Credentials presented - - 29 

Oath administered and seat taken - 273 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
To suspend the 34th rule - - - - 21 

Proceedings orr the inquiry into the official conduct of 

Silas Reed - - - . - . 21 

Messages from the President in answer - - 142, 172 

Additional documents - - - - 209 

Respecting speculations in Texas land or scrip ; time of 
the negotiations for annexation; and relative to a 
" private letter" from London - - - 40, 44 

Respecting the payment of certain instalments of the 
Mexican indemnity ; the agent appointed to receive 
payment ; statement of payments made, and charges 
allowed thereon - - - - - 64, 68 

Message from the President in answer - - 1 34 

Lieutenant Halleck's report on the military defences of 

the United States - - - - - 64, 68 

Message from the President in answer - - 144 

Thanks to Willie P. Mangum - - - . 265 
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Benton, Mr., added to the Committee on Enrolled Bills on the 

part of the House of Representatives - - 331 

Berrien, Hon. John Macpherson, attended - •• - 4, 272 

,. , Resolutions submitted by, viz: 

Information respecting the removal of foreign paupers 
or convicts to the United States, and the number of 
foreigners arriving therein - - - . 54 

Report of the Secre^tary of State in answer - 93 

Amendment of the judicial act of 1789, in respect to the 

award of writ of habeas corpus - - - 64 

Employment of a clerk by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary - - - - - - 195 

Betts, Josiah T., and others, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, relief 

of— (See bill S. 13.) 
Biddeford and Saco, Maine — See Maine. 
Bigham, Margaret and Agnes, heiirs-at-law of Thomas Armour, 

leave to withdraw - - - - - 198 

Bills, printed, to be given to reporters, resolution - - 108 

Birckhead & Pearce, memorial - - - ' - - 181 

Bishop, Joshua, heirs and representatives of, papers referred - 64 

Blakeslee, Mary, petition - - - - . - 39 

Adverse report . - - - - - 232 

Blanding, Obadiah, petition . . - - - 130 

Committee discharged, and petition referred - - 153 

Report -* - - - - - 175,199 

Blennerhassett, Harman, children and heirs of, memorial - 102 

Committee discharged - - -. - - 247 

Blodget, Elijah, relief of— (See bill H. R. 461.) 

Bloomington, Missouri, establishment of a land office at, petitions 100, 107 
Report - - - - - - - 189 

Committee discharged - .. - - 210 

Boggs, Joseph, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Books forwarded by the French Government, resolution - 181 

Communication from the collector at New York, re- 
specting - - - ... . 201 

Books in the State Department, message from the President - 245 

Boston, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 
Boston, Jacob, relief of— (See bill H. R. 384.) 
Bourtty land to representatives of certain officers of the Revolu- 
tion, resolution - - - - - 117 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - - 125 

Bounty lands, relative to— (See bill S, 120.) 
Boyd, John, relief of— (See bill H. R. 545.) 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 
Bradley county, Arkansas — Sqq ^irkansas. 

Bradstreet, Mary, Amos Tappan, and others, memorial - - 38 

Brainard, Asahel, petition - - - - - , 27 

Additional documents . - - - - 29 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 62) - - , - 72 

Brandegee, Jacob, leave to withdraw - - - - 21 

Prandon, Vermont—See Vermont. 
21 
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Brandywine shoals^ constructioD of a light-bouse on the, peti- 
tions - - - - 24, 38, 34, 35, 38, 48, 58 

Breedlove, James W., leave to withdraw - - - 103 

Breese, Hon. Sidney, attended - - - - - 22, 273 

presented credentials of Messrs. Foster and 

Dickinson, of New York - - 22 

presented credentials of Mr. Semple,of Dli- 
nois ----- 114 

appointed on the Committee on Enrolled 

Bills . . . - ' - 138 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Reservation of certain public lands in Illinois as mineral 

lands - . - - . - 174,179 

Post routes in Illinois - - - - - 67 

Increase of salary to the United States district judge, 

Illinois .--.-- 100 

Plan for facilitating intercourse with, and developing 

the importance of the mineral r^ion of Lake Superior 1 53, 1 59 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - - 176 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 188 

Calling for report of John Stockton, superintendent of 

mineral lands - - . . . 232,^85 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer • - 286 

For paying David Moore - - - - 287 

Breese, Samuel S.^and other officers of the navy, petition, discon- 
tinuance of the spirit ration - - - - 78 

Brengle, Mr., added to th6 Committee on Enrolled Bills on the 

part of the House of Representatives - - 231 

British Government, correspondence with, in relation to Oregon, 

resolution calling for - ^ - - 28 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 31 

Message from the President in answer • - 186 

'British North American provinces, drawback on merchandise 
exported in original packages to, resolution — (See bill 
S. 68) - - - - - . 36,41 

British Parliament, act of, to be printed for the use of the Senate 83 

British post office system, resolution calling for information rela- 
tive to - - - - - - 71 

Report of the Postmaster General, in answer - - 92 

Brittingham, A. P., memorial referred - - - - 77 

Adverse report - - - - - 175 

Committee discharged - - - - - 199 

Bronaugh, Thoma?, relief of— (See bill H. R. 561.) 

Brooks, Patrick H., resolution relative to - - - 208 

Bryan, J. R., administrator of Isaac Garretson^ memorial— (See 

bill S. 132) - - - - - - 102 

Bryan, Thomas M., memorial - - - - - 27 

Committee discharged, and leave to withdraw * - 198 

Buchanan, Hon. James, attended - - - - 3, 272 

presented the credentials of Mr. Ashley, 
of Arkansas ^- - - - 21 
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Buchanan, R. E., and others, memorial - - - ^74 

Buchanan, WiUiam W., petition - - - - - 169 

Additional documents - - - - - 18 1 

Adverse report - - . - - - - 185,210 

Buffalo, New York— See New York. 

Buoys — See Light-houses^ ^c. 

Burlington, town of, supplemental to the act for laying off the — 
(See bill H.R. 588.) 

Burlington, Connecticut— See Connecticut. 

Burroughs, N., widow of — See E: Turner, 

Butler, Henry, petition - - - - , - 143 

Butler county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 



Caldwell, J. F., petition referred - - - •* - 39 

Adverse report - - - • - 90 
Caledonia county, Vermont — See Vermont. 

Calendars of business and printed bills to reporters, resolution * 108 
California, &c., history of — See Greenhow^s, 

Calimes, Nancy, petition - - - - - 143 
Calloway county, Missouri — See Missouri. 
<3amden, Arkansas — See Arkansas. 

Cameron, Hon. Simon, credentials presented - - - 285 

attended and took the oath - - 285 

Canada, acquisition or annexation of, petitions, &c. 126, 131, 152, 157, 169, 

173, 177, 184, 209, 221 

Carleton, Mary, petition - - ; . - . . 53 

Adverse report - ... . - 83, 97 

Carlow, John, petition - - - - - - 66 

Referred - - - - - - 96 

Committee discharged - - - - - 96,168 

Carman, William, petition - - - - . 155 

Committee discharged - ... . . 202 

Carter, John, petition referred - - - - - 111 

Committee discharged - - - - - 248 

Carter, Robert B., heirs of, petition - - - - 100 
Caruthers, William T. — See Walker^ KinklCy 4* Caruthers. 

Carysford reef, light-house on, petition - - * - 74 

Cass, Hon. Lewis, credentials presented - - - - 226 

^ttended, oath administered, and seat taken - 273 
Cass county, Michigan — See Michigan. 

Catlin, Peoples, and company, memorial - - - 89 

Report and bill7-( See bill S. 134) - - - 182 

Caton, Benjamin, papers referred . - - - 64 
Cedar Bluff, resolutions of Alabama Legislature in favor of entry 

of lands by the citizens of - - - - 170 
Cedar Keys, report of the Secretary of the Treasury relative to 

new collection district with port of entry at - 142 
Census, sixth, memorial of the American statistical association, 

praying correction of errors in - - - 27, 30 

Committee discharged, and report ordered to be ^\vete^ '^^^'^ 
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Central canal, Indiana, resolution of Indiana Legislature, in favor 

of a grant of land for completing - - - 1 30 

Chamber of commerce of New York, memorials in favor 'of 

warehouse system - . - - - - 5S 

Establishment of a branch mint at New York - 152 

Improvement of the Hudson river - - - 177 

Chamber of commerce of Savannah, memorials in favor of re- 
duction of postage and modification of the franking 
privilege - - - - - - 74 

Constructing a new custom-house at Savannah — (See 

bill S. 130) 95 

Chaplains, election of, by the Senate - . - - 21 

by the House - . . - 23 

Charles Wharton, ship — See Thomas M. Latham and others. 
Charleston, memorial of the citizens, city council, and chamber of 
commerce of, for the estabUshment of a branch mint 
at Charleston . - - - - 103 

Charts and instruments, report of the Secretary of the Navy on 

the erection of a depot for - - - - 180 

Additional number ordered to be printed - - 188 

Chatfield, Silas, leave to withdraw - - - - 100 

Chautauque county. New York — See New York. 
Cheever, William D., widow and sole executrix of — See Jeanette 
C. Huntington. 
Relief of the legal representatives of —(See bill S. 71.) 
Chenango county, New York — See New York. 
Cherokee Indians, residing in North Carolina, resolution of North 

Carolina in favor of settling the claims of - - 153 

Committee discharged - - - - 195 

Memorial of the chiefs, praying compensation for prop- 
erty illegally sold - - - - - 153 
Committee discharged - - - - 195 
Additional documents in relation to memorial - 169 
Report of the board appointed to examine into the causes 
arid extent of the difficulties among the Cherokee In- 
dians, resolution calling for - - - - 195 
Report of the Secretary of War in answer - 200 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, memorial referred - 50 
Assent to the act of Virginia relating to the — (See 
bills. 24.) 
Chicago, construction of a light-house at, i^emorial , - - 89 

To establish collection district of--(See bill S. 26.) 
Chickasaw and Choctaw funds, resolution calling for information 

respecting the - - - - . 171 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - - 226 

Chickasaw nation of Indiaias, memorial of, praying the invest- 
ment of money derived from the sale of their lands, 
and the replacing of that unlawfully paid out of their 
fund - - - . - - - 62 

Report and bill to enable tliem to try the validity of 
their claims in the courts of the United States— (See 
bill S, 87) - - ' . . . . 96 
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Yeas and nays - - - - - 322. 

Return of the bill to the House of Representatives, 

yeks and nays - - - - - 158 

Chickasaw orphan' or incompetent funds, resolution respecting - 158 

Chihuahua, drawback on merchandise exported in original pack- 
ages to— (See bill S. 68) - - - - 36,41 

China, commissioner to, resolution calling for instructions to - 158, 171 
Message from the President in answer - - 206 

Message from the President, communicating abstract of 
the treaty, and recommending provision for a perma- 
nent mission, and measures for giving effect to the 
treaty, - - - - -» - 104 

Motion to print an additional number - - 178, 188 

Documents relating to, and vote on the ratification of 
the treaty with, from which the injunction of secrecy 
has been removed - - - - • 289 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 115 

Chinn, Thomas W., leave to withdraw - - - - 221 

Choate, Hon. Rufus, attended - - - - - 33 

ppesented the credentials of Mr. Webster, of ^ 
Massachusetts - - - - 110 

excused from serving as chairman of the 

Committee on the Library - - 265 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Calling for instructions to comndissioner to China, and 

communications to Chinese Government - -158,171 

Message from the President in answer - - 206 

Amendment of the law on the subject of appeals from 
the commissioners to the courts, for the renewal of 
patents - - - > - . . 54 

Choctaw Indians, resolution calling for information respecting 

contracts for the removal of - - 107, 113, 116, 118 

Report of the Secretary of Warin answer - - 146 

Choctaw fund — See Chickasaw and Choctaw fund. 
Chouteau, Pierre, jr., Louis Menard, and others, petition - 63 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 63) - - - 72 

Christian, Pass, building barracks at — (See bill S. 106.) 
Circuit and criminal courts in Washington county, change in the 

time of holding— (See bill H. R. 503.) 
Civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, amendment to the 
appropriation act of 1839 — (See bill S. 101.) 
Appropriations for the — (See bill H. R. 438. ) 

Yeas and nays on amc^ndments to - • - %%b^ %%% 

Claims, bill supplementary to an act to authorize the Secretary of 
^ State to liquidate certain claims therein mentioned, 
passed April 18, 1814— (See bill S. 78/) 
Claims, miscellaneous, payment of, report of the Secretary of the 

Treasury . . - : . . 200 

Clark, Jane, petition ------ 24 

Committee discharged - - - - - 248 

Clarke county, Arkansas — See Arkansas. 
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Clarke, Lorenzo N., settlement of the accounts of, resolution - 89 

Petition - - - - - - 89 

Documents relating to - - - - - 90 

Committee discharged ----- 247 

Clarke, Thomas H., and others, communication in relation to a 

mail roiite in Arkansas - - - . -48,66 

Clayton, Hon. John M., credentials presented - - - 99 

attended - . - . 272 

oath administered and seat taken - 273 

Clayton, Hon. Thomas, attended -^ - - - 3, 272 

Clayton, William D., administrator of — See Frederick Roach. 
Clifford & Garr and others, petition, erection of light-houses on 

Carysford reef and Sombrero reef - J- - 74 

Cloud, Eliza M., petition referred . ... 82 

Committee discharged - - - - - 90 

Coahuila and Texas — See Impresario grants. 

Coast survey, report of the Secretary of the Treasury on progress of 55 

Ordered to be printed, with additional copies . - 59 

Cocke, John, petition referred— (See bill S. 129) - - 96, 114 

Coddington, Camilla, and other heirs of Joseph Watson, memorial 31 

Coffee, refunding of duties paid on, and repeal of discriminating 

duties in favor of Dutch vessels, naemorial in favor of 39 

Report - - - - - , . . ' 227 

Cogswell, Pearson, petition - - - - . loo 

Collectors of the customs, requiring of bonds from persons per- 
forming the duties- of, resolution - - -108,113 
Duties of— (See bill S. 116.) 
Colonies, American, on the west coast of Africa, resolution con- 
cerning - - - - - - 127 

Message from the President in answer - » - - 212 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 22fi 

Colquitt, Hon. Walter T., attended - - - - 26,272 

Columbia, District of — See JHexandria, Banksy Columbian Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company y Courts, Georgetoion^ 
Slavery y Slave Trade, and Washington. 
Columbian Mutual Fire Insurance Company, incorporation of — 

(See bill S. 125.) 
Columbus, memorial for the removal of the circuit and district 

courts from, to Cincinnati - - - - 122 

Commerce and navigation, report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury on - . - - - . - 197 
Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 232 
Commercial systems of foreign nations, changes in, report of the 

Secretary of State - - - . . gi 

Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 205, 249 

Commercial and revenue system of the United States, synopsis * 

of, report of the Secretary of the Treasury - - 222 

Commissioner of the Public Buildings — See Public buildings. 
Committees, {of conference) — 

On amendments 10 bill H. R. 498 - - 234, 239, 241 

On amendments to bill H. R. 502 - 256, 258, 261, 2&2 

On amendments to bill H. R. 524 . . . 258, 263 
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Committees, (joint) — 

To inform the President of the meeting of Congress - 4 

Report ^ - . - - - 5 

On the Library, appointed - - - 24, 28, 265 

Discharged - - . - . 243 

Mr. Choate excused - - - - 265 

On Enrolled Bills, appointed - 24, 57, 1 38, 2 1 1, 227, 231, 262 

Mr. Hannegan excused - . . . i38 

Mr. Ashley excused - - - - 227 

. To report a mode of examining the votes for President 

and Vice President - - . - a 128,136 

Report - - - - - - 144, 149 

To wait on James K« Polk and George M. Dallas, and 
inform them of their election as President and Vice 

President - - ... -164,171 

Report - - . . . . 174 

To inform the President that Congress is ready to adjourn 265 

Report - - - - - - 266 

Committees, {standing) — 

Suspension of the rule in relation to the appointment of. 21 

On Foreign Relations, appointed - - - 23,290 

discharged - - - 246 

On Finance, appointed - - - - - 23,290 

discharged - - - - 246 

On Commerce, appointed . . , 23, 122, 290 

discharged - - - - 246 

On Manufactures, appointed - - - - 23^290 

discharged - - - - 246 

On Agriculture, appointed - - - - 23, 290 

On Military Affairs, appointed - • . - 23, 290 

discharged - . , . 246 

On the Militia, appointed - - - - 23, 290 

On Naval Affairs, appointed • - - - 23,290 

discharged - - - - 247 

On Public Lands, appointed - - - - 23, 290 

discharged r - - .. 247 

On Private Land Claims, appointed - - - 23,290 

discharged - - - 247 

On Indian Affairs, appointed . • « - 23, 290 

discharged - - - - 247 

Of Claims, appointed - - .- - - 23, 290 

discharged • - - - - 247 

On Revolutionary Claims, appointed - - - 23, 290 

discharged - - - 247 

On the Judiciary, appointed - - - - 23,290 

discharged - - - - 247 

authorized to employ a clerk - 195 

On the Post Office and Post Roads, appointed • - 23,290 

discharged - - 247 

On Roads and Canals, appointed - - - 23, 290 

discharged • - - 247 
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Committees, (standing) — 

On Pensions, appointed - . . 23^ 

discharged . . . . 

On the District of Columbia, appointed 

discharged 
On Patents and the Patent Office, appointed 

discharged - 

On Retrenchment, appointed - - - . 

On Territories, appointed .... 

discharged .... 

On Public Buildings, appointed . - . 

discharged - - 

To audit and control the contingent expenses of the 

Senate, appointed - - ' - 

On Printing, appointed - - - - 

On Engrossed Bills, appointed - - - 

Committees, (select) — 

On bills (S. 45 and H. R. 439) for organizing a Govern- 
ment in the Territory of Oregon, appointed - - 
Report - - - - - . 

Corhmiltees, (special) — 

To inform the President that the Senate has assembled 
Report ---.-. 

To take order for the funeral of Mir. Bates 
To inform the President that the Senate is ready to ad- 
journ- - - - * - 
Report - - 
Common law, petition for abolition of the - - - 
Conference, Committees of — See Committees. 
Congress, quorum assembled - - - - - 
Ready to adjourn 
List of acts of - 
Connecticut, petitions and memorials of citizens of — 

Burlington, against the annexation of Texas 
Durham and Middlefield, against the annexation of 

Texas - - 

East Heu'tford, against the annexation of Texas - 
Hartford, in favor of the annexation of Texas 

for the occupation and settlement of Ore- 
gon - 
Litchfield, for the abolition of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia . « - 

against the annexation of Texas 
New London, against the annexation of Texas 
Norwalk, reduction of postage and restriction of the 

franking privilege 
members of the bar of, memorial, publication and 
distribution of the reports of the Supreme Court 
Constitution of the United States, petition for amendment of 
Contractors of Government, relief of certain— (See bill S. 12.) 
Converse, John P., relief of— (See bill H. R. 534.) 
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Convicts — See Paupers and convicts. 
Cooper, Francis, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Cooper, Sarshall, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Copper rock of Lake Superior, concerning — (See resolution S. 17. ) 

Copper mineral of Lake Superior, report of the Secretary of War 158, 166 

Cornwall, Vermont — See Vermont, 

Corser, Solomon T., and David Shaw — (See resolution S. 1.) 

Corwin, Hon. Thomas, attended - - - - - 272 

credentials presented, oath administered, 

and seat taken - - - ^ 274 

Courts of the United States, issue of writ of habeas corpus — (See 

bill S. 94.) 
Courts, district, extending jurisdiction of, oif the lakes — (See bill 
S. 36.) 
of Arkansas, resolution concerning « - 86 

of Louisiana — (See bills S. 64 and 137.) 
Courts of Michigan, extension of admiralty jurisdiction to the 

Federal, memorial - - - - 36 

Courts of Wisconsin and Iowa, jurisdiction of offences committed 

in the Indian territories — (See bill H. R. 554.) 
Courts, time of holding the Federal, in Kentucky — (See bill S. 1.) 
Courts, district and circuit, resolution concerning costs and fees in 83, 87 

reipoval of, from Columbus to Cincin- 
nati, petition - - - 122 
committee discharged - - 128 
in the northern district of New York — 
(See bills. 104.) 
Courts, circuit and criminal, in Washington county, time of hold- 

,ing— (See bill H. R. 503.) 
Court-houses, erection of district, at Tuscaloosa and Mobile, reso- 
lution — (See resolution S. 7) - - - S2 
Cowperthwaite, Thomas, and Company, petition - - 34 
Craigmiles, Joseph, benefit of — (See bill H. R, 558.) 
Cram, Smith, petition - - - - - - 24 

Adverse report - - - - - - 232 

Crawford, Benjamin, leave to withdraw - - - - 100 

Criminal court in Washington county, change in the time of hold- 
ing— (See bill H. R. 503.) 
Criminals and paupers, transportation of, to the United States, 

resolution concerning - - - -50,56 

Crittenden, Hon. John J., attended - ^ - - - 4, 272 

presented the credentials of Mr. Cor- 
win, of Ohio - • - 274 
Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Concerning the purchase of copies of Alexander Hamil- 
ton's papers - - - - - • - 63 

Concerning an equestrian statue of Washington 96 

As to extending the time for locating Virginia military 

land warrants - - - - - 174 

For equalizing the per diem to messengers of the Senate 226,250 
22 
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Crittenden, Hon. John J., resolution submitted by, viz: 

For printing synoptical index of the Treasury instruc- 
tions relating to the revenue laws, and paying arrears 
for preparing it - - - - - 259 

Croghansville— See Perrysburg and Croghansville. 
Cromwell, Margaret E., widow of Samuel Cromwell, petitions - 261 

Cromwell, Samuel, widow of — See Margaret E. Cromwell. 
Crozier's, John B., company of mounted volunteers — (See bill H. 

R. 555.) 
Cumberland road, extension of, to Alton, on the Mississippi — 
^ (See bill S. 51.) 

Report ... - . 90 

continuation of, in Ohio, Indiaha, and Illi- 
nois— (See bill S. 2.) 

Yeas and nay a- - - - 105 

completion of, resolution of Indiana in fa- 
vor of - - - - - 130 
completion of, through Illinois, resolution of 

Illinois in favor of - - - - 70 

construction of a national road from the, to 

Erie harbor, memorials in favor of - 157 

Cumberland, United States frigate, officers and crew of, petition 127 

Committee discharged - - - , - 178 

Cumming, Alexander M., leave to withdrav^ - - - 29 

Cunningham, George W., report of, relative to copper mineral re- 
gion of Lake Superior, resolution calling for - - - 143 
Currier, David, relief of— (See bill S. 81.) 

Curry, Thomas, and Rice Garland, leave to withdraw - - 27 

Curwen, Joseph, surviving partner of Curwen & WiUing, relief 
of_(See bill H. R. 373.) 

Report - - - . - - 185 

Curwen & Willing, surviving partner of— See Joseph Curwen. 
Customs, collectors of — See Collectors. 

officers of, official emoluments and expenditures of, fees 
for certificates and disbursements for light-houses, 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing - 197 

Cuyahoga county, Ohio — See Ohio. 

D. 

Paily, Rev. William M., elected chaplain of the House of Repre- 
sentatives - --- - - 83 

Dallas, Hon. George M,, oath afdministered to - - - 274 

took the chair, and addressed the Senate 274 

Dallas county, Missouri — See Missouri. 

Danbury, New Hampshire — See New Hampshire. 

Daniel, James, and Stephen Steele, petition referred — (See bill S. 

48) . . - - • - - 25 

Daniel Webster, brig, and schooner Mary Frances, to change the 
names of — (See bill H. R. 47.) 

Danville^ Indiana— See Indiana. 

Darien, Georgia — See Georgia. 
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Darling, Byron M.,and others, additional documents - - 9i 
Davies county, Kentucky— See Kentucky. 

Davis, Eli, and James Dobbs, memorial - - - - 92 

Davis, Lot, relief of— (See bill H. R. 409.) 

Davis, Lucy, leave to withdraw - - - - - 67 

Day, Alver, and others, petition - - - - - 61 

Adverse report - - - - - - 104 

Ordered to lie on the table - - - - 115 

Dayton, Hon. William L., attended - - , . . 3^ 272 

credentials presented - - - 165 
oath administered and seat takfen - 273 
Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
For information as to Duff Green's employment in Texas 131 
Message from the President in answer - - 144 
Concerning books forwarded by the French Govern- 
ment " - - - - - - 181 

Communication from the collector at New York - 201 
Deaf and dumb, New York institution for the instruction of the, 

memorial - - - - - - 127 

Committee discharged - . . - . 188 
Debt, public, payment of the evidences of— (See bill S. 73.) 

De Buys, William, petition referred - - - - 39^ 

Committee discharged . ' - - . . 247 

De la Francia, heirs of, leave to Withdraw - - - 22 

Delano, Thomas, petition -^- - - - 81 

Delaware, petitions and memorials of citizens of, for building 
piers at Port Penn and constructing a light-house on 

Brandy wine shoals - - - - - 24, 34 

tComraittee discharged - - - - 246 

Newcastle county, petition of citizens of, for a new cus- . 

tom-house at Wilmington - - - - 130 

Committee discharged - - « - 148 
Legislature of, resolutions against the annexation of 

Texas . . . . . . 187 

Delaware county, Pennsylvania— See Pennsylvania. 

Dell, Bennett M., relief of— (See bill H. R. 399.) 

Denoyer, John B., papers referred - - - - 64 

De Passau, George, petition referred - - - - 62 

Committee discharged - - - •• - 247 
Depositories of the public revenue, report of the Secretary of 

the Treasury concerning the - - - - 152 

Depot for charts and instruments, report of the Secretary of the 

Navy on the erection of a - - - - 180 

Additional number ordered to be printed - - 188 

Des Moines river, grant of land for the improvement of, petition 143 
Detroit, Michigan— See Michigan. 
Detroit Young Men's Society, American Archives and American 

State Papers for, resolution - - - - 115 

Dickinson, Hon. Daniel S., credentials presented - ^2, 109, 173 

attended and took the oath - 22, 109, 271, 273 
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Dickinson, Hon. Daniel S., resolution submitted by, viz : 

Concerning the preparation of a true history of the rela- 
tions between the United States and the Indians - 36, 41 
Dillard, John, petition referred - - - - -66,182 

Committee discharged - - - - 182 

Dismal Swamp Canal Company,relief of the president and direct- 
ors of— (See bill H. R, 522.) 
District courts^— See Oourts. 
District of Columbia — See Columbia, 

Dix, Hon. John A., credentials presented - - 109 

attended and took the oath - - - 109, 271 

presented the credentials of Mr. Dickinson, of 

New York - - . - 173 

Docks, dry and floating, report of the Secretary of the Navy - 246 

Dobbin, Hugh W., memorial - - - - - 157 

Leave to withdraw . - - . . 177 

Dobbs, James-— See Eli Davis and James Dobbs. 
Dorr, Thomas Wilson, resolutions of New Hampshire, disapprov- 
ing the imprisonment of . . - - 71 
Drawback on merchandise exported in original packages to Chi- 
huahua and Santa Fe, and to the British North Ameri- 
can provinces, resolution concerning - - - 36, 41 
Bill introduced— (See bill S. 68.) 
Drew, Comfort, widow of Noah Smith, petition - - 82 
Dry dock, report of the Secretary of the Navy - - - 246 
Dubuque, Julien, legal heirs of, confirmation of title to land — (See 
bills. 63.) 
Yeas and nays - - - - - - 162 

Dubuque, town pf, supplemental to. the act for laying off the— 

(See bill S. 588.) 
Dudley,' Joseph, and others, committee discharged - - 133 

Duer, William A., memorial - - - - -79 

Committee discharged • . - - - 247 

Duff*, William, petition - - - - - - 169 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Duffy, James, documents referred — (See bill S. 9) - - 24 

Dumfj^ies, Virginia, resolution concerning the discontinuance of 

port of entry at - - - - - 148 

Durham and Middlefield, Connecticut — See Connecticut, 

Dutch vessels, discriminating duties in favor of — See Coffee. 

Duties refunded, resolution concerning - - - - 50, 56 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 1 94 

Report of committee -- - -- 232 

articles the duty on which in 1844 exceeded 35 per cent., 

report of the Secretary of the Treasury, showing the 85 

table of articles free and subject to duty, with the value 
and rates of duty, imported from the 30th June, 1843, 
to' 30th June, 1844, report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, communicating a - - - - 134 
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schedule of the articles in table E,^ annexed to the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, with the rates 
kd valorem to which the duty on them amounted, 
resolution calling for a - - - - 83,87 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 99 

Duval, George, documents referred^ — (See bill S. 93) - - 89 

Dyer, Thomas, and others, p.etition - - - - 34 

E. 

East Hartford, Connecticut — See Connecticut. 

East India squadron, correspondence of the commander of the, 

resolution calling for - - - - - 205 

Eastern branch — See Potomac. 

Eastern island, petition for a light-house at - - - 208 

Easton, William C, petition referred — (See bill S. 57) - - 63 

Eaton, Lucy, leave to withdraw - - - - - 246 

Edwards, Enoch, widow of-^See Frances Edwards. 
Edwards, Frances, widow of Enoch Edwards, memorial - 48 

Adverse report - - - - - - 112,137 

Electro-magnetic telegrapl; — See Morsels. 

Eldred, Elisha — See Julius Eldred. 

Eldred, Francis E. — See Julius Eldred. 

Eldred, Julius, Francis E. Eldred, and Elisha Eldred, petition - 61 

Report— (See resolution S. 17) - - - 153 

Elliott, Jesse D., petition - - - - - 148 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 133) - - - 182 

Elliott, Richard, relief of— (See bill H. R. 458.) 
Elliott, William, jr.— (See bill S. 17.) 

Report - - - - - - - 65 

El well, Joseph, and others, petition - - - - 34 

Emigrants, report of the Secretary of State concerning - - 93 

Emmons, Calvin, petition - - - - - 95 

Emmons, Uri, petition referred - - - - -. 35 

heirs of, relief of the— (See bill S. 143.) 
Engineers — See Revenue service. 
Engraved plates— See Plates. 
Erie county. New York— See New York. 

Erie harbor, Pennsylvania, petition for the construction of a na- 
tional road from the Cumberland road to - - 157 
Erwin, James, and heirs of Daniel Greathouse, petition - - 126 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Essex, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 
Evans, Cadwallader, petition - - - - - 116 

Additional documents - - - - - 131 

Evans, Hon. George, attended ----- 4,273 
submitted the credentials of Mr. Fairfield, 

of Maine - - - - 94 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 

For supplying newspapers to Senators - - . s 
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Evans, Hon. George,. resolutions submitted by, viz : 

Concerning compensation for damages to schooner Se- 
lect ....... 40 

For a statement of applications for remission of penal- 
ties or forfeitures for violations of the revenue laws - 49, 56 
Respecting duties refunded ...» 50, 56 
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 194 

Report of the committee . - . - 238 

For the funeral of Hon. Isaac C. Bates - - - 285 

Procuring of House document No. 15, on the funding 
system ..-.-- 248 

Evans's safety guard, for preventing the explosion of steam 

boilers, petitions, for using . - - - 135 

Evans, Thomas, leave to withdraw - - - - 117 

Expenditures — See Receipts and expenditures. 

Exploring expedition, distribution of the work on — (See resolu • 

tionS. 11.) 
Express, private — See Private express, 

F. 

Fairfax county, Virginia — See Virginia, 

Fairfield, Hon. John, attended - - . . -4,273 

credentials submitted - - - 94 

oath administered and seat taken - - 273 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
CaUing for information as to measures taken to obtain 
redress for illegal capture of schooner Argus and 
other American fishing vessels - - - 178 

Message from the President in answer - - 236 

Concerning engraved plates of the Senate - 49, 60, 101 

Farmers and Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown — See Bank. 
Farnsworth, Nathan — See Elliot Smith, 
Farrington, March, relief of— (See bill H. R. 512.) 
Fayette and Palmyra districts, petitions for discontinuance of land 

offices in - ... . - 100,107 

Report - - - - - - - 189 

Committee discharged - - - , - - 210 

Feaman, Jacob, and others, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, relief of— 

(See bill S. 13.) 
Fen wick, Martin, petition referred - . - - 115 

Ficklin, John, relief of— (See bill H. R. 484.) 

Finances, report of the Secretary of the Treasury on - - 38 

Fisher, William, heirs of, petition referred —(See bill S. 49) - 25 

Fishing vessels, American, redress for illegal capture of, resolu- 
tion calling for information -^ - - - 178 
Message from the President in answer - -. 236 
Fitch, A., of the firm of Fitch, Brothers, & Co., memorial - 135 
Committee discharged, and the memorial ordered to be 
printed ...---. 245 
Fitch, Brothers, & Company— See Jl, Fitch. 
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Fitch, Elizabeth, relief of— (See bill H. R. 459.) 
Fletcher, Samuel, and others, petition - - - - 236 

Floating docks, report of the Secretary of the Navy on dry docks 

and - - - - - - - 846 

Floating lights — See Light-hotises, fyc. % 

Florida, abolition of slavery and the slave trade in, petitions for - 143, 152 
improvements in, appropriations for~(See bill H. R. 

599.) 
military service in, payment^ for— (See bill H. R. 592.) 
Florida and Iowa, admission of, into the Union — (See bill H. 
R. 497.) 
yeas and nays? - - 172, 224, 232, 233 

supplemental to the act for the admission of, 
into the Union— (See bills H. R. 639, 640.) 
Foster, Hon. Ephraim H., attended - - - - 5 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Admission of Texas into the Union — (See resolution S. 

10) - .^ - - - - - 84 

Requiring the Secretary of the Navy to report a plan for 
the naval defences of the lakes, and for the general 
defence in that quarter - - - - 166, 171 

Pay of the messengers, pages, and laborers of the Sen- 
ate . - - - - - - 209 

Foster, Hon. Henry A., credentials presented - - - 22 

atttended and took the oath - - 22 

presented the credentials of Messrs. Dick- 
inson and Dix, 6f New York - - 109 
Ford, Robert — See John Millikin. 

Foreign territory, report of a committee, adopted by the Legisla- 
ture of Massachusetts, against the acquisition of - 213 
Foreigners annually arriving in the United States, resolution call- 
ing for the number of - - - - 54 

Report of the Secretary of State in answer - 93 

Forfeitures — See Penalties. 
Fort Madison, town of, supplemental to the act for laying off 

the— (See bill H. R. 588.) 
Fortifications, appropriations for — (See bill H. R. 524.) 
Fory, Antoine, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Foundry, national — See National foundry. 

Fowler, Jacob, petition --.-.. 39 

Adverse report - - - - - -83, 97 

Fox river,Wisconsin,resolutions of Wisconsin in favor of the ex- 
/ tinguishment of the Indian title to lands lying north of 169 

Fox and Wisconsin rivers, petition for improvement of - - 126 

Prance, resolution calling for the correspondence with, in relation 

to the annexation of Texa§ - - - - 29, 33 

Message from the President in answer - - 55 

Francis, Hob. John B., attended ----- 5 

presented the credentials of Mr. Greene, 
of Rhode Island - - - 173 
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Franking privilege, petitions for the restriction and abolition of 

the . 26, 58, 63, 74, 77, 81, 88, 89, 96, 100, 11 1, 126, 
143, 148, 157, 165, 176, 177, 181, 184, 213 
Resolutions of States, viz : 
Kentucky - - - - - - 126 

New Hampshire ----- 42 

Vermont— (See bill S. 46) - - - - . 117 

Frauds on the Post Office Department — (See bill S. 46.) 
Freeman, Joshua, papers referred . - - . - - 64 

Fremont, Captain, resolutions for printing the reports of - 226, 249 

French Government, books forwarded by, resolution respecting - 181 

Communication from the collector of New York - ' 201 . 

French spoliations prior to 1800, adjustment of— 

Resolutions of Maine - • - - - 195 

Resolutions of Arkansas - - - - 31 

Friends, the religious society of, in New York and Vermont, me- 
morial - - - - - - 70 

Friends, the society of, yearly meeting of the representatives of, 

memorial - - - - - - 158 

Frogge, Arthur R., relief of— (See bill H. R. 485.) 

Fuller, William, and Orlando Saltmarsh, memorial — (See bill S. 

112) - • - - - - - .95 

Fulton, Robert, heirs of, relief of— (See bill S. 6^.) 

' Yeas and nays ------ 44 

Fulton, Hon. William S, death 0/, announced, and proceedings in 

relation thereto . - - - . $2 

Funding system, procuring of House document No. 15, on the, 

resolution - . . - - - ^48 

Furloughs in the naval service — (See bill S. 15.) 

G. 

Gale, James H., petition - - - - - -100 

Adverse report - . - - - 133, 135 
Galena, Illinois — See Illinois, 
Galveston island, publication of Captain Levy's soundings from 

the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi to, resolution - 132, 154 

Report - - •• - - - 175 

Gardner, Henry, and others, leave to withdraw - - - 39 

Garland, Rice, and Thomas Curry, leave to withdraw - - 27 
Garretson, Isaac, administrator of — See J. S. Bryan. 
Gas, use of, for lighting light-houses, report of the Secretary of 

the Treasury - - - - - 180 

Ordered to be printed - - - - - 24^ 

General Armstrong, brig, resolutions calling for papers relat- 
ing to - - - - - 77, 174,.179 

Message from the President in answer - - 191 

General Land Office, report of the Commissioner of - - 38 

Genesee river, fortifications at the mouth of, petition for - - 170 

Committee discharged - - - - - 185 

Gentry, Reuben E., and others, papers referred - - - 64 

House report ordered to be printed — (See bill S. 92) - loi 
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Geological r6port of D. D. Owen, additional number ordered to 

be printed - - - - - - 182 

Georgetown, District of Columbia, alteration of the corporate 
limits of, petition and remonstrance — (See bill H. 
K. 601) " - - - . . 184 

relief of— (See bill H. R. 370.) 
Georgia, merchants and others, citizen-s of Darieh, petition for a 

separate collection district — (See bill S. 115) - 62 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania, , 

Gibson, Thomas, administrator. of John Judge, leave to with- 
draw r - - - - - 200 

Gibson and Towson, Forts, removal of troops at, resolution %- * 103 
Silliss, J. Melville, petition - - - - - 95 

Report and resolution— (See resolution S. 26) - 214 

Report of, on the erection of a depot for charts and 
instruments - - - - - - 180 

Additional number ordered to be printed - - 188 

Astronomical ahd magnetic observations, resolutions 
concerning the printing of - - - -209,214 

Gitkey, light-house at, memorial for * - - - . - 57 

Goddard, Nathaniel, and others, owners of the ship Ariadne and 

cargo, petition - - - - - 85 

Committee discharged - ... . . 247 

Goodenough, Adino, heirs of, relief of— (See bill H. R. 406.) 

Gordon, George, petition referred - - - - 173 

Goshen, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts, 

Gouldsborbugh harbor, light-house on eastern island in, petition 

for - - - - - - - 208 

Gove, William, relief of— (See bill H. R. 408. ) 

Grand river, improvement of, memorial for - - 89 

Grant, James A., and others - - - - - 97 

Gratiot, Fort, resolution concerning - - - - 204 

Gray, Abel — See Walter Losmis, 

Greathouse, Daniel, heirs of, petition - - - - 126 

Green county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania, 

Green, DujBF, employment of, in Texas, resolution concerning - 131 

Message from the President in answer - - - - 144 

Green, Isaac, legal representative'of — Se^ Johrl P. Skinner, 
Greene, Hon. Albert C., credentials presented - - - 173 

attended - - - - 271 

oath administered and seat taken - 273 

Greenfield, New Hampshire— See New Hampshire. 
Greenhow^s History of Oregon, California, and the other Territo- 
ries on the Northwest Coast of America^ purchase 
of— (See bill H. R. 440.) 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 16to 

Grooms, Abraham, papers* referred - - - - 64 

Gump, William, relief of-r(See bill H. R. 483.) 

Committee discharged - - - - - . S47 

23 
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Haas, David, memorial - - - - - - 194 

Committee discharged ----- 209 

Habeas corpus, writ of, amendment of the judicial act of 1789, in 

relation to, resolution concerning - 64 

authority to United States courts to issue, 
in cases not provided for by law — (See 
bill S. 94.) 
Hagan, Malachi, leave to withdraw - - - - 54 

Hall, Elijah, grandchildren of — See Caroline A. Sherburne. 

Hall, John, petition - - - - - - 198 

Committee discharged - - - - - 202 

Hall, Thomas, documents relating to the claim of - - 181 

Committee discharged - - - - - 248 

Halleck, Lieutenant, report of, on the military defences of the 

United States, resolution calling for - - - 64, 68 

Message from the President in answer - - - 144 

Halsted, Henry N., relief of— (See bill H. R. 513.) 
Hamilton, Alexander^ purchase of the writings of, resolution con- 
cerning - - ^- - - - 63 

Hamilton county, Ohio — See Ohio, 

Hamlet, Hezekiah, petition referred - - - - 27 

Adverse report - - -- - - 232 

Hancock, John, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Hanna, John Smith, petition - - - -^- 213 

Hannegan, Hon. Edward A., attended - - - - 4, 273 

presented the credentials of Mr. 

Atchison, of Missouri - - 2S 

excused from serving on the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills - 138 

Harbors and rivers, appropriations for — (See bill H. R. 541.) 

Yeas and nays on amendments to - <- 251,258 

Harrison county, Ohio — See Ohio, > 
Harrison, Francis A., leave given, him to withdraw the petition 

of the citizens of Paducah county, Kentucky - 54 

Hart, John, heirs of, relief of— ( See bill H. R. 552.) 
Hartford, Connecticut — See Coni^ecticut. 

Hartford and New Haven Railroad Company, petition - - 75 

Harvey and Slagg, documents relative to the claim of, referred - 96, 108 

Committee discharged — (See bill H. R. 379) - - 108, 117 

Report - - - - - . 185 

Hatch, Crowell — See Henry Hatch. 

Hatch, Henry, administrator of Crowell Hatch, memorial - 38 

Hawkins, Jane, petition - - - '- - - 157 

Hay wood, Hon. William H., attended - - - - 31,272 

Head, William, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Heath, Robert A. apd John G., papers referred - - - 54 

Henderson, Hon. John, attended - - - - 21 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Permanent barracks at or near Pass Christian, concern- 
ing the construction of - - - - 72 
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HensoD, William, petitions referred — (See bill S. 135) - - 35, 57 

Herkimer county, New York — See New York. 

Hoggatt, Nathaniel, petition referred - - - . 27 

Committee discharged .... - 247 

Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 
HoUingcr, John, relief of—-(See bill S. 90.) 
HoUinsworth, Jehu, relief of— (See bills S. 32 and H. R. 544.) 
Holten, Amos, petition - i - * ^ . . 35 

Homans, Daniel, petition — (See bill H. R. 476) - * - - 130 

Committee discharged - - - - ^ . 247 

Horner, G. R. B., and other surgeons and assistant surgeons in the 

navy, petition - - - - 43 

Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas, grant of, to the State — (See 

bills. 122.) 
Hough, John, and Samuel L. Hough, children and heirs of Walter 

Hough, petition - - - - - 114 

Hough, Martha, heirs of, adverse report - - -201,223 

Hough, Samuel L. — ^ee John Hough. 
Hough, WaUer, children and heirs of — See John Hough. 
Houma claim, resolutions concerning the issuing of patents un- 
der the - - - - - 28,49,77,80 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 81 

Petition - - • . - - 76 

House of Representatives, quorum assembled - - - '4 

Ready to adjourn - - - - - 265, 

Election of chaplains - - - - - 21,23 

Howard, Fort, road from, to Fort Wilkins, memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of Wisconsin - - - 213 
Howell, Laban C, sureties of — ^See Samuel Norris and others. 
Hudson river, improvement of, proceedings of the chamber of 

commerce of New York - - - - 177 

Huger, Hon. Daniel E., attended - - - - 272 

Hunter, A. R. S., documents relative to the claim of - - 53 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Huntington, Jeanette C, widow and sole executrix of William D. 

Cheever, memorial - - - - - 78 

Huntington, Hon. Jabez W., attended - - - - 3, 271 

oath administered and seat taken - 273 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Calling for the correspondence with France in relation 
to the annexation of Texas ,- - - - 29,33 

Message from the President in answer - - 55 

Concerning iron stearriers for the revenue service - 50, 56 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 69, 80 
Concerning the revenues of the Post Office Department 103 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer - 200 

For inquiry as to the expediency of prohibiting assist- 
ants and clerks to act for collectors, and requiring 
bonds from persons acting for collectors of the customs 108, 1 1 3 
Calling for the magnetic observations made at Girard 

College - - - - - - 131 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - - vt:R>>x^v 
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Huntington, Hon. Jabez W., resolution submitted by, viz : 

Directing the Secretary of the Senate to present to the 
Secretary of State the act relating to revenue cutters 
and steamers- - - - » - - 262 

Huron county, Ohio — See Ohio. 

Huron, Lake, fortifications at outlet of, resolution concerning - 284 

I. 

Iberville parish, Louisiana — See Louisiana. 

Icard, Joseph, administrator of — See Elisha MorrelL 

Illinois, petitions of the citizens of — 

Galena city and council, for a marine and city hospital 70 

Peoria county, for reform in the judicial system, and 

abolition of the common law - - - 110 

Will county, for the relocation of a sixteenth section of 
land - - - - - - 143 

Legislature of, resolutions — 
Completion of the National road through the State ~ 70 

Grant of land for the Alton and Mount Carmel and the 

Alton and Shawneetown railroads - - 70 

Erection of a national armory at Massac - - 99 

In relation to sixteenth sections of land - - 100 

Message from the President, communicating resolu- 
tions of- - - - . - 133 

Memorial of, for a pension to Thomas Morgan - 14S 

Resolutions of, for the reannexation of Texas - 236 

Rightof way to, through the public lands — (See billS. 16.) 
Grant of land to, for the Illinois and Michigan canal — 

(See bill S. 50.) 
Continuation of the Cumberland road in — (See bill S. 2.) 
Authority to sell certain salt spring land granted to-r- 

(Seebill H. R. 471.) 
Petition of citizens of, for land to complete internal in|- 

provements - - . -- -61 

Memorial of the members of the bar of, for the distribu- 
tion of the Supreme Court reports - - - 110 
Resolution relative to the establishment of certain post 

routes in - . • ... 57 

Resolution relative to the reservation of the public lands 
in, as mineral lands - - - - . 174^ 179 

Message from the President in answer - - 222 

Resolution in relation to the salary of the United States 
district judge for - - - - - 100 

Assent of Congress to taxing lands hereafter to be sold 
by the United States— (See bill S. 31. ) 
Illinois and Michigan canal, grant of land io Illinois for — (See 

bill S. 50.) 
Illinois, Wjsconson, and Iowa, sale of the lead mines in — (See 
bill S. 38.) 
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Impresario grants and contracts made by the State of Coahuila 
and Texas, to and with John Charles Beales, and 
deeds from him to John Woodward, documents rela- 
ting to - - - . ^ - - 43 
Indiana, LegislaUire of, resolutions — 

Reduction of postage, &c. - - - - 130 

Oregon Territory - - - - - 130 

Grant of land for the Central canal - - - 130 

Improvement of the Wabash river - - . 130 

Completion of the Cumberland road and Michigan city 

harbor - - - - - - 130 

*k Completion of the Wabash and Ohio canal - - 131 

Reduction of the price of the refuse publicjiands iii 
Indiana - - - - - . 131 

Grant of land to Illinois and Indiana, to aid in com- 
pleting the Northern Cross railroad - - 131 
Grant of land for the coastruction of a public road - 144 
Citizens of, petitions — I 

Grant of land for completing Wabash and Erie canal 29, 63 
Danville, reduction of postage and discontinuance of 

the franking privilege - - - - 181^ 

White county, correction of an error in the survey of 

the public lands in that county - - - Ui 

Report - - - - - - 198 

Committee discharged - - - - 223 

Miami reservation, settlers on the, petition for the right 
. of pre-emption - - - - - 201 

^Land districts in, boundaries of — (See bill S. 145.) 
'Cumberland road in, continuation of — (See bill S. 2.) 
Wabash and Erie canal, grant of land to Indiana, for 
the— (^ee bill S. 3.) 
Indian appropriations — (See bill H. R. 491.) 

Yeas and nays on amendments to - - - 241, 242 

Indian department, persons employed in, report of the Secretary 

of War • - - - ' , - 74 

Indian nations, true history of the relations between the several, 

and the United States, resolution for preparing - 36,41 

Indian title, extinguishcnent of the, to lands lying north of Fox 

river, re$olutions of Wisconsin in favor of - •- 169 

Indian tribes, welfare and civilization of the various, memorial* - 122 

Indisfns, accounts of persons charged with the disbursement or 
application of moneys, &c., for the benefit of the, 
report of the Second Auditor - - - - 165 

Insolvent debtors, report of the Secretary of the Treasury - 75 

Ordered to be printed - - - - - 103 

Instruments and charts, erection of a depot for, report on - 180 

Additional number ordered to be printed -* - I88 

Internal improvements, board of, of Michigan, memorials - / 35 

International exchanges, establishment of, petition - - 201 

Committee disctiarged ----- 209 

International disputes, adjustment of, without recourse to war, 

petition - - - - - v<5a^v^^ 
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Iowa Territory, constitutioD for a State GovemmeDt presented • | Jol 
citizens of, petition for a grant of land for is- 

proving the Des Moines river 
imsrovements in, appropriations for — (See bill 

H. R. 598.) 
courts of, jurisdiction to, over offences committed 
in the Indian territories — (See bill H. R. 554.) 
southern boundary of, memorial of the General 
Assembly of Missouri concerning 
Iowa and Florida, admission of, into the Union — (See bill H. R. 
497.) 
Yeas and nays - - 172,224,23i| 

supplemental to the act for the admission of, 
into the Union — (See bills H. R. 639 aod 
640.) 
Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois lead mines,8ale of — (See bill S. 3S.) 
Ipswich, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts, 
Ipswich, New Hampshire — See New, Hampshire. 
Iron steamers — See Revenue service, 

Irwin James, committee discharged - - . . 

Ivey William H. and others, petition - - - - 

J. 

Jackson, George, papers referred - - - . 

Jacob, Nicholas, resolution concerning a pension to - 

Jacobs, Justin, relief of — (See bill H. R. 515.) 
Jamieson and Williamson, petition referred - - . 

Jarnagin, Hon. Spencer, attended - - . '. 59^2?! 

appointed on the Committee on Enrolled 

Bills . . . . 2« 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Concerning contracts for the removal of ChoctavK In- 
dians- - . - - 107, 113, 1U,V 
Report of the Secretary of War in answer .' \ 
Jasper county court, Missouri — See Missouri, 

Johnson, Hon. Henry, attended - - - - - 4, 

Resolutidns submitted by, viz : 
Concerning failures of the mail to and from New Orleans 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer 
Concerning the issuing of patents under the Houma 
claim - - - . -28, 49, Ti 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 
Concerning the modification of the naturalization laws 
Printing additional copies of the maps of Texas « 137^ 

Relating to the transportation of paupers and criminals 

by foreign Governments to the United States - ^ 5( 

Marine hospital at New Orleans, and harbor at Port 

Pontchartrain - - - - - 5J 

Reports of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 88, 92, 

Concerning the claim for brig General Armstrong 77, 174, 

Message from the President in answer 
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Johnson, Hon. Henry, resolutions submitted by, viz : 

Relating to costs and fees in the district and circuit courts « 83, 87 
Concerning the harbor at the mouth of the river La- 

fourphe - - - - - - 226,237 

For a statement of pre-emption land claims in Louisiana 

for which patents cannot be issued - - - 221 

Johnson, Hon. Reverdy, attended - r - - 272 

oath administered and seat taken - 273 

judge, John, administrator of— See Thomas Oibson. 
Judicial act of 17S9, amendment of the, in relation to the writ of 

habeas corpus, resolution concerning - 64 

authority to United States courts to issue 
writs of habeas corpus in cases not provid- 
ed for by law— (Soe bill S. 94.) 
provisions of an act to amend the, extended — « 
(See bill H. R. 623.) 
Judicial system, reform in, and abolition of the common law, pe- 
tition for - " « ' " ' "11^ 

^ K. 

Keen, William C.^ and others, petition - - - . 164 

Kennedy, Joshua, legal representatives of, relief of — (See bill S. 5.) 
Kentucky, memorials and petitions of citizens of — 

Davies county, for a reduction of postage and a restric- 
tion of the franking privilege - - - 143 
Louisville, for a reduction of postage and a restriction 

of the franking privilege - - - - 26. 

Paducah county, leave to withdraw the petition of the 
citizens of - - - - . . 54 

Legislature of, resolutions — 

Concerning hospitals at Louisville and Paducah - 143 

Reduction of postage and restriction of the franking 
privilege - - - - - - 126 

Time of holding the Federal courts in — (See bill S. 1.) 
King, Alexander, executor of Henry King, petition - - 77 

Additional documents - - - - 82 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 126) - - , 164 

King, Henry, executor of — See Alexander King. 
King, Miles, and others, trustees of the Pennsylvania Bank of the 

United States, memorial — (See bill S. 27) - - 36 

Yeas and nays - - - - 85 

Kinkle, John — ^See Walker ^ Kinkh^ fy Caruthers. 

Knight, Susfinnah, widow of William Knight, petition - - 77 

Committee discharged - - - - 83 

Knight, William, widow of— See Susannah Knight, 

L. 

Lacon, William, arfd L^wis H. Bates, leave to withdraw - 28 

Lafayette, General, location of land warrants granted to — ^^^^ 
bill S. 102.) 
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Lafayette, port of delivery at, petition - - - . - 31 

^ alteration of an act to establish a — 

(See bills S. 113,and H. R. 629.) 
Lafayette, Louisiana — See Louisiana. 

Lafourche river, harbor at the mouth of, and removal of obstruc- 
tions in, resolution concerning . . - 226, 937 
Lake Superior — See Copper rock and Mineral region. 
Lakes, naval defences on the, resolution - - - - 166, 171 

Lambert, Edward A., relief of— (See bill H. R. 421.) 
I^nds, bounty — See Bounty lands. 

Public, sold by the United States without authority of 
law, repayment for — (See bill S. 124.) 
Authority to persons to whom reservations of, have been 
made under Indian treaties, to alienate the same in 
, fee— (See bill S. 85.) 
Disposal of> free of cost, to persons to cultivate, petition 194 

Distribution of the proceeds of the sales Of, resolution of 

Vermont in favor of - - - - - 117 

Resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama against 

distributing the proceeds of the - - - 157 

Supplemental to an act to appropriate the proceeds of 
the, and to grant pre-emption rights^ — (See bill S. 107.) 
Sale of lands acquired from the Missouri Indians — (See 

bill S. 145.) 
Distribution of, among the States, for purposes of educa* 
tion, petition for - - - - - 127 

Application of, to the extinction of slavery, petition for 126 

Reduction of the price of, petition for - - - 127 

Completion of maps of, resolution for - - - 286 

Land laws, instructions and opinions,continuation of, and printing, 

resolution for - - - - - HI 

Referred - - - - - -116 

Instructions, &c., continuation of the compilation of, 

resolution concerning - - - - 286 

Lapointe, road from the falls of St. Croix to, memorial of the 

Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin in favor of -. 218 

Road from Prairie du Chien to, memorial of the Legis- 
lative Council of Wi^onsin in favor of - - 284 
Latham, Thomas M., and others, claim of, report of the Secretary 

of War relating to - - - - - 24 

Additional documents - - - - - 38 

l4aws of the United States, purchase of 100 sets for the use of the 

Senate, resolution concerning - - - 54 

Laws and treaties of the United ^States, Attorney General to cqn- . 

tract for an edition of— (See resolution S. 6.) 
Lawson, Ann H. P. — See John Millikin. 
Lead mines in Illinois, Wisconsin, a^;id Iowa, sale of — (See bill 

S. 38.) 
Leavenworth, John M., petition referred — (See resolution S. 15) 67 

Report made May. 17, 1844, ordered to be prihted - 123 
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Leavitt, Catharine, petition - - - - - 27 

Adverse report - - - - - -83,97 

LedoAix, A., and Company, memorial referred— (See bill S. 102) 27, 54 
Leeds, Maine — See Maine. 

Lemon, Martha, leave to withdraw - ^- - - 144 

Levy, Captain, printing of soundings from the Southwest Pas(s 
of the Mississippi to Galveston Island, made by, res- 
olution for - .«. -^. 132 
Referred - - - - - - 154 

Report - - - - ' - - - 175 

Lewis, Hon. Dixon H., credentials presented - - - 113 

attended and took the oath - ' - 113,273 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
For the admission of the Ex-President of Texas on the 
floor of the Senate - - - - - . 178 

Light-houi^es, substitution of gas for oil in lighting the, report of 

the Secretary of the Treasury concerning - - 180 

Ordered to be printed - - - - - 284 

Light-houses, floating lights, buoys, and stakeages, contracts re- 
lating to, since 1844, report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury exhibiting - - - - - 200 

Linthicum, Richard, stone delivered by, for public uses, report of 

the Secretary of the Treasury id relation to - - \oi 

Litchfield, Connecticut — See Connecticut. 
Little, David, petition - - - - - - 89 

Additional documents - - - . . I57 

Livingston county, New York — See New York. 

Long Island Railroad Company, memorial - - - 79 

Loomis, Walter, and Abel Gray, petition - - - 58 

Louisiana, Legislature of, resolutions — 

In favor of the annexation of Texas - - . 127 

Building a custom-house in New Orleans - - 205 

Removal of obstructions in Sabine and Red rivers - 205 

Irregularity of the mails between Washington and 

New Orleans - . - . . 205 

Petitions of citizens of — 
Ascension and Iberville parishes, praying confirmation 

of their titles under the Houmas claim - - 76 

Mayor and council of Lafayette, for amendment of act 
establishing a port of delivery at - - - 31 

Bill to recognise the sale of public lands in — (See bill 

S. 30.) V 

Issuance of grants of land to— (See bill H. R. 61.) 
Pre-emption land claims, in, for which patents cannot 

be issued, resolution for a statement of - - 221 

United States district court in, repeal of an act for the 
better organization of — (See bills S. 64 and 137.) 
Louisiana dnd Arkansas, citizens of, petition for a mail route - 81 

Louisiana and Mississippi, vacant public lands on Pearl river, in, 

resolution for a statement of - - • - 286 

Louisville, Kentucky— See Kentucky. 
24 
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Louisville and Paducah, hospitals at, resolutionis of Kentucky con- 
cerning --.-.- 143 
Low, James W., leave to withdraw - - - - 137 
Low, John, and others, petition - - - - - 201 

McCarty, Robert, improvement in artillery, resolution concerning 

experiments to test its utility - - - 115 

Committee discharged - - - - - 246 

McCle;iehan, John, memorial - - - - - 58 

McColgan, John, petition referred - - - - 131 

McCulloh, Professor R. S., printing of extra copies of report of, 

in relation to sugar, molasses, &c., resolution for - 249 

McDonough, John, against Laurent Millaudon, decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States in the case of, 
ordered to be printed - - - - 114 

McDuffie, Hon. George, attended .... 3 

McFarlane, J. S., petition referred— (See bill S. 42) - - 35 

Mcintosh, John H., leave to withdraw- - ' - - 29 

Relief of— (See bill H.R. 511) 
Mackinac straits, permanent lights near, memorial - - 89 

M^Kown, James, and others, pemorial - ~ - - 177 

McLellan, Arthur, executor of — See Thomas McLellan, 
McLellan, Thomas, executor of Arthur McLellan, and other citi- 
zens of Portland, Maine, petition - - - 31 
McNair, Dunning R., relief of— (See bill H. R. 362.) 
McNelly, Mary, petition - - - - - 166 

Committee discharged - - - - - 178 

Madison county. New York — See New York, 
Madison^s Reports of Debates in the Convention of 1787, reso- 
lution in relation to the printing of, by the publisher 
of Elliott V Debates - - - - . 43,52 

Committee discharged - - - -93 

Magazines and periodicals, postage on, memorial that it be put 

on the same footing as newspapers - - - 170 

Magill, David, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Magnetic observations made at Girard College, resolution calling 

for - - - - - - - 131 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - . - 158 

Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 164 

Magnetic observations of Lieutenant Gilliss, printing of, resolu- 
tion concerning , - - ... . 209, 214 

Mail routes, discontinuance of, petition - - - - 126 

establishment of, petitions, &c., 29, 35, 46, 48, 58, 62, Q6^ 67, 

70, 75, 79, 81, 88,92, 107, 114, 
177, 126, 135, 208, 209, 213, 287 
Establishment of— 

From Clements to Romeo, in Michigan, resolution - 63 

From Sault de Ste. Marie to Fort Wilkins, resolution - 64 

From Olney to Louisville, and by Nicholsville and 
llnolds, to Vandalia, resolution . . . ^7 
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From Little Rock to Fort Smith, resolution - - 209 

From Milwaukie to Fort Madison, memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin - - - 213 

Mail routes 1635 and 1636, additional facilities on, petition - 165 

Mails, transportation of, on railroads — (See bill S. 61 and resolu- 
tion S. 9.) 
between the United States and foreign countries — (See • 

bills. 72.) 
failures of, to and from New Orleans, resolution concern- 
ing - - - « - - - 115 
report of the Postmaster General in answer - - 148 
between New Orleans and Washington, irregularity of, 

resolution of Louisiana Legislature concerning - - 205 

Maine, Legislature of, resolutions — 

For payment of claims for French spoliations prior to 

1800 - - - - - - - 195 

For the annexation of Texas and the occupation of Ore- 
gon - , •- - - - - - 165 

Maine, petitions of citizens of — 

Bangor, against the annexation of Texas - - 157 

Leeds, against the annexation of Texas - - 177 

Portland, for payment of claims for French spoliations 

prior to 1800 - - - - - - 31 

Saco and Biddeford, piers in Saco river - - 88 

Windham, against the annexation of Texas - - 95 

York county, against the annexation of Texas - - 62 

For the discontinuance and establishment of mail 

routes - - - - . - - 126, 208 

Merchants, ship owners; and mariners of, for erection of 

a light-house at Gitkey - - - - 57 

For erection of a light house ori Eastern island, in 

Gouldsborough harbor - - - - 208 

Mangum, Hon. Willie P., attended - - - - 3, 272 

resumed the chair - - - 4, 273 

vote of thanks to - - - 265 

pay of, resolution for - - - 243 

Manitoowoc river, improvement of, memorial - - - 89 

Manning, John, heirs of, petition - - - - 221 

Marblehead breakwater, memorial - - - . - 88 

Marchand, L. D., petition - - . - - 53 

Marine hospital at New Orleans, resolutions concerning - - 59, 63 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 134 

Marion county, Missouri — See Missouri. 
Marsh, James, & Son, memorial - - - - - 164 

Committee discharged - - - - - 198 

Martin, John, leave to withdraw - • . -^ - 27 

Mary Frances, schooner — See Brig Daniel Webster. 
Mary, fishing schooner— See Mary Bradsireet. 
Maryland, General Assembly of, resolutions — 

For free bridges over the Eastfern branch of the Potomac 35 

For the distribution of the Supreme Court reports - 1 10 
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Maryland, petitions of citizens of — 

For free bridges over the Eastern branch of the Potomac 77 

Report ...--.- 84 

Citizens of Allegany county, petition, establishment of 
a Territorial Government in Oregon - - 122 

Massac, erection of a national armory at, resolution of Illinois 

Legislature concerning . - - - 99 

Massachusetts, Legislature of, resolution for a distribution of the 

Supreme Court reports - - - - i87 

Report of a committee adopted by, with resolutions 
against the acquisition of foreign territory by legisla- 
tive enactment, and against the annexation of Texas, 
or any other State or territory, except upon the " per- 
fect equality of freemen" - - - - 213 

Petitions of citizens of — 

Andover, against the annexation of Texas - - 236 

Boston, against the annexation of Texas - - 79 

Boston, female inhabitants, against the annexation of 

Texas -....- 125 

Essex, annexation of, to the Gloucester collection dis- 
trict --.-..- 125 
Goshen, against the annexation of Texas - - 157 
Ipswich, for the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 

in the District of Columbia - - - - 82 

Middlesex county, against the annexation of Texas - 95 

Mendon, legal voters of, against the annexation of Texas 66 

Newton, against the annexation of Texas - - 81 

Northborough, proceedings of a meeting of the legal 

voters of, against the annexation of Texas - - 62 

Reading, against the annexation of Texas - - 137 

Webster, against the annexation of Texas - - 152 

Bill to refund a balance due to — (See bill S. 29.) 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 98, 105 

Mayo, George, legal representatives of — See Robert Mayo. 
Mayo, Robert, legal representative of George Mayo, petition - 61, 170 
Committee discharged - - - - - 81,247 

Meacham, Silas, memorial - - . . - 79 

Report and resolution — (See resolution S. 22) - -» 182 

Menard, Louis — See Pierre Chouteau^ jr. 
Menard, Pierre, and others, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, relief of — 

(See bills. 13.) 
Menard, Pierre, Antoine Peltier, and Joseph Placy, relief of — (See 
bins. 20.) 
Committee discharged, and leave to withdraw - 55 

Mendon, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 
Mercer county, Pennsylvania— See Pennsylvania. 
Merrick, Hon. William D., attended - - - - 22 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
For information concerning the British post office sys- 
tem -- - - - -- 71 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer - 92 
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Merrick, Hon. William D., resolutions submitted by, viz : 

Concerning a private express between New York and v 
New Orleans - - - - - - s6 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer - 99, 10 1 

Relative to the Chickasaw orphan or incompetent fund 158 

Mesne process in the District of Columbia, correction of a clerical 

error in an act in relation to-^(See bill H. R. 521.) 
Messengers^of the Senate, per diem of, resolutions allowing - 226, 250 
Metallic plates — See Plates', 
Metropolis, Bank of the — See Bank. 

Mexican Gulf Railway Company and sureties, petition referred 27, 48 
Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Mexican indemnity, resolution calling for information respecting 

the payment of - - - - - 64, 68 

Message from the President in answer - - 134 

Mexico, claims of Americans on — (See res. S. 13 and bill S. 98.) 
v Message from the President communicating corres- 

pondence respecting » - - - 248 

United States minister to, correspondence of, resolution 
calling for - - - - - . 25, 28 

Message from the President in answer - - 142 

Message from the President in relation to - - 45 

Referred and ordered to be printed • - 48 

Gulf of, printing of Captain Levy's soundings in, reso- 
lution - - - - - 132,154,175 

Miami Indians, sale of lands acquired from-— (See bill S. 145.) 

tribe of Indians, benefit of Francis Slocum and others, of 
the — (See resolution H. R. 68,) 
Miami reservation, settlers on, petition - - - . 201 

Michigan, citii^ens of, petition, improvement of St. Clair flats - 111 

Memorial for conferring admiralty jurisdic- 
tion on the Federal courts - - 36 . 
Petitions and memorials of citizens of — 
Ann Arbor, for the acquisition of Canada - ^ - 173 
Cass county, reduction of postage and restriction of 
the franking privilege - - - - - 81 

Detroit, for the annexation of Canada - - 126 

St. Clair county, for the enforcement of the revenue 

laws - - . . - - 152 

Legislature of, resolution in favor of giving the right to 
sell the salt spring lands in that State — (See bill H. R. 
471) - , - . - - - - - 143 

Board of internal improvement of, memorials for the 
remission of duty on railroad iron — (See bill S. 84) - 35 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 223 

Errors and frauds in the surveys of the public lands in, 
and as to an increased allowance for surveying cer- 
tain lands, resolution for information concerning - 174, 17^ 
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 197 

Relief of the State of, and certain railroad companies — 
(See bills. 84.) 
Yeas and nays - . . . ^ st.su^ 

A 
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Michigan City haibor, completion of, resolution of Indiana in fa- 
vor of - - - - - 130 

construction of a breakwater at, memorial 

for. ----- 89 

Michigan, Lake, light-house on the western shore of, at the town 
of Southport— (See bill H. R. 565.) 
railroad from, to the Pacific, memorial for a 
grant of lands to construct a - - 114 

Middlefield, Connecticut — See Connecticut. 
Middlesex county, Massachusetts— See Massachusetts. 
Military academy at West Point, appropriations for the support 
of— (See bill H. R. 493.) 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 1^02 

Military force in Arkansas, increase of, resolution concerning an 103 

Military establishment, contingent expenses of, report of the Sec- 
retary of War - ... - 75 
Military service in Florida, payment for — (See bill H. R. 592.) 
Military storekeepers, pay and emoluments of, resolution con- 
cerning an increase of - - - - 135 

Committee discharged ----- 185 

Militia of all the States and Territories, statement of returns 
of, with their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, 
report of the Secretary of War - - - 125 

Miller, Hon. Jacob W., attended - - - - 21, 272 

presented the credentials of Mr. Dayton, 

of New Jersey - - - 165 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Calling for information concerning the improvement of 
streets, &c.; the public lots sold or granted; and 
amount expended by Government in making streets, 
&c., in Washington city - . . .- $0 

For information as to bounty land granted to certain 
officers of the army of the Revolution - - 117 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - 125 

JFor information of the operations of the United States 
squadron on the coast of Africa, and the condition of 
the American colonies there, and their commerce with 
the United States - - - - - 127 

Message from the President in answer - - 112, 222 

Calling for the correspondence of the commander of the 

East India squadron - . - - . 205 

Allowance to the legal representatives of Samuel L. 

Southard - - - - - - 249 

Miller, Noah, petition referred - - - - - 25 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 89) - - - 97 

Miller, William, petition - - - - - - 1 52 

Committee discharged - - - - - 183 

Millikin, John, and H. P. Lawson and Robert Ford, petition re- 
ferred 7 - - - - • 158 

Mineral lands on Lake Superior, superintendent of — See John 
Stockton. 
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Mineral lands on Lake Superior, resolution calling for the report 

of John Stockton - - ... 285 

Report of the Secretary of War communicating it - 286 

Mineral land in Illinois, reservations of, resolution - - 174, 17^ 

^ Message from the President - - - - 222 

Mineral regiop of Lake Superior, approach to, resolution - .153, 159 

Report of the Secretary of War - - - 176, 188 

Report of the Secretary of War relative to the copper 
mineral - - - - - - 158,165 

Mint, establishment of a branch at Charleston, South Carolina, 

memorial for - - - - - - 103 

Memorial for the establishment of a branch at New 

York - - . - . . . 152 

Report of the director of, communicated - - 135 

Miquelon and St. Pierre, commercial intercourse with the islands 

of— (See bill R. H. 637.) 
Mississippi, petitions of citizens of — 

For modification of the naturalization laws - - 236 

Natchez, reduction of postage and discontinuance of 

the franking privilege - - - - 213 

Vicksburg, amendment of the naturalisation laws - 67 

Washington county, amendment of the naturaliza- 
tion laws - - - - - - 226 

Confirmation of land claims in, east of Pearl river, 
and south of the thirty -first degree of north latitude — 
(See bill S. 4.) 

Report - . - ^ - - '55 

Mississippi and Louisiana, vacant lands on Pearl river, in, reso- 
lution calling for a statement of - - - 286 
Mississippi and Alabama five per cent, fund and school reserva- 
tions— (See bill S. 56.) ' 
Mississippi river, printing of Captain Levy^s soundings from the 
Southwest Pass of, to Galveston island, reso- 
lution for - . - - - 132, 154 
Report - - - . - 175 
' printing of Nicollet's map of the hydrographical 

basin of the upper, resolution for - - 86 

Mississippi and Ohio rivers, improvement of, memorial for - 70 

Missouri, citizens of, petitions — 

Establishment of a mail route - - - - 135 

Reduction of postage and discontinuance of the frank- 
ing privilege - - - . - . lOo 
Establishment of a land office at Bloomington, and dis- 
continuance of those in the Palmyra and Fayette dis- 
tricts - / - - - - - . 100, 107 

Report - - - - . - 189 

Committee discharged - - - • 210 

Members of the Legislature of, memorial for establish- 
ment of a post route -- -• - - 114 
General Assembly of — 
Resolutions in favor of the annexation of Texas * 94 
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Missouri, General Assembly of — 

Memorial concerning southern boundary of Iowa - 184 

Memorial for occupation of, and extending United States 

laws to Oregon - - - - - 158 

Memorials and petitions of citizens of — 

. Andrew county, establishment of a mail route - - 75 

Bates county, land for the county seat of Government - 43 

Calloway county, petition referred -* - - 64 

Dallas county, establishment of a post road - - 114 

Jasper county court, right of pre-emption to lands 

granted to the county . . . . 70 

«Marion, repeal of the naturalization laws - - 173 

Platte county, establishment of a mail route - - 107 

St. Louis city and county, improvement of the harbor of 

St. Louis - - - - - . 34 

St. Louis, repeal of the naturalization laws - - 181 

Washita county, establishment of a mail route - 107 

Missouri and Arkansas, citizens of^ petition for the establishment 

of mail routes - - - - - 58, 88 

Mitchell, Alexander, legal representatives of, relief of— (See bill 

H. R. 419.) 
Mitchell, James, petition - - - - - 53 

Committee discharged - - - ' - - 247 

Mobile, district court-house at, resolution — (See resolution S. 7) 32 

Molasses — ^See Sugar. 

Moneys, public, resolution in relation to the depositories of - 30,44 
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 152 

Moneys, foreign, value of, at the custom-houses — (See bill S. 144.) 
Monroe, William, papers referred - - ,- - 64 

Monroe harbor, erection of a light-house at, memorial for - 89 

Montgomery county, Pennsylvania— See Pennsylvania. 
Montgomery county, New York — See New York. 
Moore, David, pay of, resolution for - - - - 287 

Moore, Robert, heirs of, leave to withdraw - - - 82 

Morehead, Hon. James T., attended - - - - 22,272 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Captain Fremont's reports of his expedition to Oregon 
and the Rocky Mountains to be communicated and 
printed - - - - - - 22^^ 249 

Morse, Eliakim, memorial - - - - - 126 

Morgan, C. D., and others, petition - - - - 131 

Morgan, Thomas, pension to, niemorial of the General Assembly 

of Illinois in favor of - - - - - 148 

Morrell, Elisha, reUef of— ( See bill H. R. 404.) 

Morrice, Mary Ann, memorial referred . . - - 67 

Committee discharged - - - - - 78 

Morris, brig, indemnity in the case of, message from the President, 
that it had been satisfactorily arranged with Vene- 
zuela- • - - . . - 26 
Morris, Samuel, and others, sureties of Laban C. Howell, petition 92 
Morrison, Joseph, pension to — (See bill S. 86.) 
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Morrison, Thomas D., and Others, petition - - - 22,25 

Committee discharged - - - - * 133 
Morse's electro-magnetic telegraph, extension of, from Baltunore 

to New York— (See bill S. 142.) 

Mulier, Albert A., heir of, petition - - - - 24 

Adverse report <r - - - - 96,104 

Leave to withdraw - - - - - 198 
Miisquito shqjre, petition that the British Government be urged to 

restore it to Guatemala - - - - 169 

^ '• N. \ 

Natchez, Mississippi — See Mississippi. 

National armories, expenses of, and arms manufactured in, report 

of the Secretary of War, showing the - - 85 

National armory at Massac, resolution of the General Assembly 

of Illinois concerning - - - . 99 

National bank^ — See Bank. 

National foundry at Holiidaysburg, memorial for - - 95 

Foundry, resolution of the General Assembly of Alaba- 
ma, praying the location of, within that State - 157 
Comjaiittee discharged - - - - 185 

National Institute, memorial ... - '. 11 1 

Committee discharged - - - - - 240 

National road— See Cum^er/anc? roarf. 

Naturalization laws, memorials and petitions for the amendment, 

modification, and repeal gf 39, 42, 53, 57, 61, 67, 74, 79, 81, 

89, 95, 111, 143, 148, 158, 164, 173, 177, 181, 209, 226, 236 

Resolution by Mr. Barrow - - - - 59 

Resolution by Mr. Johnson - « - -, 30 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 99) - - ' - 112 

Report and abstract of testimony - - - ^ 243 

Additional number ordered to be printed - - * 244 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 244 

Naturalization papers granted in violation of law, resolution - 40, 44' 
Naval service, amendment to the appropriation act for the year 
ending June 30, 1845— (See bill S. 100.) 
appropriations for — ( See bill H. R. 502.) 

yeas and nays on an amendment - - 252 

appropriations for, for the year ending 30th June, 

1844, report of the Secretary of the Navy - 125 

furloughs in — (See bill S. 15.) 
enlistment of men and boys in — (See bill S. 91.) 
school, establishment of, petition — (See bill S. 76) - 135 

Navy, spirit ration in, commutation of, memorial - - 127 

discontinuance of, petition - - 78 

be placed in a proper state of efficiency, petition - - 169 

professors of mathematics in, discontinuance of, petition for 1 35 

surgeons and assistant surgeons in, petition for relative ^ 
rank - - - - - - 42, QQ^ 88 

committee discharged - - . - 247 

pursers in, petition for relative rank - - . 95 

25 
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Navy, appointmenlof assistant surgeons and assistant pursers in — 
(See bill S, 77.) 

yeas and nays - - ' - - - 161 

contingent expenses of, report of the Secretary of the Navy 38 

ordered to be printed . . - ., 54 

officers of, petition of, for discontinuing spirit ration - 78 

officers, seamen, and marines, in, memorial of, for commut- 
ing spirit ration - - - - , - 127 

officers of, sea service of, and other duty, report of the 

Secretary of the Navy, showing - - - 29 

ordered to be printed - - - 188 

' relative rank of— (See resolution H. R. 64.) 
Register for 1845 - - - - - - 158 

Navy pensions to widows and orphans — (See bill S. 28.) 

certain, renewed for five years — (See bill S. 40.) 

yeas and nays - - - -87 

rejected, in 1844, report of the Secretary of the 

Navy ------ 99 

appropriation for payment of — (See bill H. R. 607.) 
Navy pension fund, report of the Fourth Auditor - - 45 

Navy Department, contingent expenses of, report of the Secretary 

of the Navy .... 69 

persons employed in, report of the Secretary 
of the Navy - - - - 69 

contracts made by, report of the Secretary of 

the Navy - « - - - - 109 

Navy, Secretary of the, reports of — 

Navy pensions rejected in 1844 - - - 99 

Services of officers of the navy - - - -29,1 88 

Contingent expenses of the navy - - - 38, 54 

Persons empl6yed in the Navy Department - - 69 

Contingent 'expenses of the Navy Department - - 69 

Contracts made by the Navy Department - - 109 

Appropriations for the naval service - » - 125 

Navy Register for 1845 - - - - 158 

Communicating Lieutenant GiUiss's report on the erec- 
tion of a depot of charts and instruments - - iso 
Additional number ordered to be printed - - 188 
Communicating report of officers and engineers on the 
relative properties of dry and floating docks - - 246 
Neely, Samuel, relief of— (See bill H. R. 392.) 
Newcastle county, Delaware — See Delaware. 
New England Mississippi Land Company, directors of— See 

Henry Gardner and others. 
New Hampshire, citizens of, petitions for — 

Establishment of a mail route . - • . 79 

Annexation of Texas - - - - - \\\ 

Petitions of citizens of — 
Danbury, T. D. Morrison and others, of, amendment to 
the invalid pension law - - - -22,25 

Greenfield, against the annexation of Texas - « 1 65 
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New Hampshire, petitions of citizens of — 

Ipswich, against the annexation of Texas - - 125 

Wilmot, pensions to soldiers in the late War with Great 

Britain - . . • . ^ 75 

Legislature of, resolutions — 
Reduction of postage and abolition of the franking 

privilege - - - - - - 42 

Reannexation of Texas, and the assertion and main- 
tenance of our rights to Oregon - - - 69 
, Repeal or modification of the tariff - - - 71 
Against the imprisonment of Thomas Wilson Dorr - 71 
Settlement of the claims of— (See bill S. 8.) 
New Jersey, Legislature of, resolutions — 

Distribution of the Supreme Court reports - - 110 

Against the annexation of Texas - - - 126 

Members of the bar of, memorial for a distribution of 

the Supreme Court reports - - . . 110 

Princeton Theological Seminary, students of, petition 
for a reduction of postage and abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege - r - - - 126 
New London county, Connecticut — See Connecticut. 
New Orleans, appointment of additional inspectors at, documents 

relatingto— (See resolution S. 16) -, - - 127 

Passengers arrived at, during the first quarter of 1844, 

report of the Secretary of State - - , - 93 

First municipality of, leave to withdraw memorial - 127 

Failures of the mail to and from, resolution concerning 115 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer - 148 

Custom-house, resolution concerning - - - 59,63 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 88, 92, 134 

Resolution of Louisiana Legislature concerning - 205 

Marine hospital, resolution - - - - 59,63 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer 134 

Resolution of Louisiana Legislature concerning - 205 

New Orleans and New York, private express between, resolution 

concerning - - - - - - - 86 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer * 99 

Motion to print referred - . * -101,113 

New Orleans and Washington, irregularity of the mails between, 

resolution of Louisiana concerning - ^ - 205 

Newspapers to Senators, resolution for supplying - - 5 

Newton, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts, 
New York — 

Albany Liberty Association, memorial, against the an- 
nexation of Texas - - , - - - 127 
' Albany, citizens, petition, distribution of the proceeds 

of the public lands for purposes of education - 127 

Allegany county, citizens, petition, against the annexa- 
tion of Texas - . , - - - 173 
Adjustment of international disputes without recourse 

to war - - . • . * 195 
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New York — 

Buffalo and Chicago, masters of vessels trading between^ 

memorial for various objects - - - ^ 89 

Chenango county, citizens of, petition, annexation of 

Canada • - - ... 152 

Petition against the annexation of Texas, to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and the slave 
trade between the States, to extend the laws over 
Oregon, and acquire Canada - - - 177 

Cbautauque county, citizens of, petition, against the an- 
nexation of Texas or the admission of any new slave- 
holding State - - - - - .173 

Erie county, citizens, memorial, improvement of the 

Fox and Wisconsin rivers - - - - 126 

Petitions, annexation of Canada . - . 177, 134 

Herkimer county, citizens, petition, reduction of postage 

and discontinuance of the franking privilege - - -181 

Livingston county, citizens, petition, reduction of postage 

and discontinuance of the franking privilege - - 176 

Madison county, citizens, petition, amendment of the 
naturalization laws - ... - 79 

To abolish slavery in the District of Columbia and 
Territory of Florida, and slave trade between the 
States, to repeal the law for surrender of fugitive 
slaves, and against the annexation of Texas - 152 

Montgomery county, citizens, petition, reduction of post- 
age and discontinuance of the franking privilege - 184 
New York, editors, authors, and citizens, petition, post- 
age on magazines and periodicals to be placed on the 
same footing as newspapers - - - - 170 

Ship owners and merchants, memorial, refunding of 
duties paid on coffee, and repeal of discriminating 
duties on coffee in favor of Dutch vessels - - 39 

Report . . . . . - 227 

Citizens, memorial, rediiction of postage and discontin- 
uance of the franking privilege - - - 58 
Chamber of commerce, memorials, warehouse system - 58 
Establishment of a branch mint at New York - 152 
Improvement of the Hudson river - - - ^177 
Common council, resolutions of regret for the accident 

of the steam ship Princeton - - - . - . 64 

Institution for the instruction of the deaf and dumb, 
memorial,to be supplied with Congressional documents 127 

Committee discharged - - - - 188 

Members of the judiciary and bar, memorial, distribu- 
tion of the Supreme Court reports - - - 1 77 
Citizens, petition, annexation of Texas, occupation of 
Oregon, restoration of " Musquito Shore'^ to Guate- 
mala, United States navy be put in a proper state 
^ of efficiency - - - - - - 169 

Against the annexation of Texas . - 82, 116, 127, 201 
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New York — 

Residents^of, petition in favor of Margaret E. Cromwell 261 

Collector of— See C P. Van Ness. 

Citizens of, petitions, annexation of Canada - - 157 

District and circuit courts in the northern district of — 

(See bill S. 104.) 
Legislature of, memorial of the members of, distribution 

of the Supreme Court reports ... isi 

Resolutions in favor of bill to reduce the rates of 
postage, &c. - - - . - 184 

Niagara county, citizens, annexation of Canada - 209 

Onondaga county, citizens, petition, against the annexa- 
tion of Texas - - - - - 126 

Reduction of postage and restriction of the franking 
privilege - - - . . - 157 

Gtisco, citizens, petition, reduction of postage and re- 
striction of the franking privilege - - - 177 
Richfield, citizens, petition, against the annexation of 

Texas - - - - - - 152 

Rochester, common council of, memorial for construct- 
ing fortifications at the mouth of the Genesee river - 170 
Committee discharged - - - - 185 

Steuben county, citizens, petition in favor of the bill for . 

[ the Smithsonian Institution — (S. 18) - .- 71 

Skaneateles, citizens, petition, against the annexation of 

Texas - - - - - . 122 

Proceedings of a meeting of citizens of, against the 

annexation of Texas - - - - 152 

Petition, annexation of Canada - - . - i69 

Seneca county, citizens, petitions, annexation of Texas 

and occupation and settlement of Oregon - 200, 209, 221 
Salem, petition, citizens, against the annexation of Texas I8I 

Washington county, citizens, petition, against the an- 
nexation of Texas - - - - . 71 

Watertown, citizens, petition, against the annexation of 

Texas - - - - -^ I66 

Yates county, citizens, memorial, adjustment of interna- 
tional disputes without recourse to war - - 102 
New York and Vernlont, religious society of Friends of, memo- 
rial, against the annexation of Texa? - - 70 
New York and New Orleans, private express between, resolu- 
tion concerning - - ... 86 
Report of the Postmaster Genera] in answer - - 99 
Motion to print referred -, - - - 101,113 
Niagara county, New York — See New York. 
Nicollet, J. N., additional copies of the report of, ordered to be 

printed - - - - - - 86 . 

Niles, Hon, John M., attended - -- - ^ 271 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Calling for information concerning depositories of public 
moneys - - - - . - 30^44 

Report of the Secretary of the Tte«».«vy\>j\\i^\!k%N»<^^ ' ^^V3t. 
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Niles, John, widow of — See Olive Niks. 

Niles, Olive, widow of John Niies, petition - ^ - - 77 

Committee discharged - - - . . 83 

Norris, Samuel,, and others, sureties of Laban C, Howell, petition 92 

North Carolina, Legislature of, resolution in favor of the settle- 
ment of the claipis of the Cherokee Indians residing 
in that State .... - - 153 

Committee discharged - . . - . 195 

North river — ^See Hudson river. 

Northwest Coast of America, &c.. History of— See Oreenhow^s. 

Northborough, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 

Northern Cross railroad, grant of land to Illinois and Indiana, 

for the completion of, resolution of Indiana in favor of 131 

Northrop, S. W., and others, petition - - - - 152 

Norwalk, Connecticut — See Connecticut. 

Nourse, Joseph — See Maria S. Nourse. 

Nourse, Maria S., memorial — (See bill S. 105) - - - 57 

0. 

O'Bannon, John, papers referred - - - - 64 

O'Brien, Mary Ann, petition - - - - • - qs 

Adverse report - - - - - - 231 

Offences against the United States, punishment of— (See bill S. 

103.) 
Ohio, falls of the, construction of a canal around, petition for - 71 

Bedford county, petition of citizens against the annex- 
ation of Texas - - - - - qq 

Cincinnati, proceedings of a meeting of citizens, reduc- 
tion of postage and abolition of the franking privilege 63 

Cuyahoga county, citizens, petition, against the annex- 
ation of Texas - - - - - 166 

Cumberland road, continuation of, in Ohio — (See bill 
S.2.) 

Legislature of, resolutions — 

Confirmation of titles to town lots in Perrysburg - 86 

Relating to Oregon - - - - - 102 

Against the annexation of Te^^as - ' - - 102 

For a grant of land to erect a court-house and jail in 
Wyandot county - - - - - 166 

Huron county, citizens petition in favor of bill for the 
Smithsonian Institution — (S. 18) - - • > 70 

Members of the bar of Huron county, petition, occupa- 
tion of Oregon - - - - - 32 

Harrison county, citizens, petition against the annexa- 
tion of Texas « ^ - . . 74 

Hamilton county, citizens, and members of the bar of, 
petition, removal of the district and circuit courts 
from Columbus to Cincinnati - « . 122 

Committee discharged • - - - \2B 
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Ohio, citizens of Ohio, petition, occupation and settlement of 

Oregon - - . . - . . 89, 96 

Perrysburg, citizens, memorial, confirmation of land 

titles - - - - - . . 57 

Perrysburg a,nd Croghansville, quieting titles to lots 

in— (See bill S. 53.) 
Perry county, proceedings of a meeting of citizens, for 
the annexation of Texas - - - - 177 

Committee discharged - - - - 248 

Wayne county, citizens, petition, occupation and settle- 
ment of Oregon - - . . - in 
Wyandot county, citizens, memorial, grant of land for 

the erection of public buildings in the county - 181 

Grant of certain lots in the town of Upper Sanfiusky, 
to Wyandot county— (See bill S. 117.) 
Zanesville, proceedings of a meeting of the citizens of, 
for the occupation of Oregon and the annexation of 
Texas .--... 82 

Ohio and Mississippi rivers, petition of captains of steamboats, 
and others, navigating, for a canal around the falls of 
the Ohio - - - -. - - 71 

Improvement of, memorial of citizens of Pittsburg, for 70 

Onondaga county, New York — See New York. 

Order of the day, special, to be called at 1 1 o'clock, resolution - 184 

Yeas and nays taken, and rejected - - - 189 

To be called at 13 o^clock, resolution - - - 191, 196 

Orders, previous, motion to postpone, yeas and nays - - 224 

Oregon Territory, petitions and memorials for the occupation and 

settlement of, &c. 58, 70,-77, 82, 89, 95, 111, 122, 
152, 169, 177, 200, 209, 221 
Alabama, resolution of the Legislature of, for 

the occupation and settlement of - - 157 

Indiana, resolution of the Legislature of, in re- 
^ lation to - - - - - 130 

Maine, resolutions of the Legislature of, for the 

occupation of - - - - 165 

Missouri, memorial of the General Assembly of, 

for the occupation of - - - 158 

New Hampshire, resolution of the Legislature 

of, in relation to - - - - 69 

Ohio, resolutions of the General Assembly of, 

in relation to - - - - 102 

Correspondence with the British Government 
in relation to, resolution calling for - - 28 

Yeas and nays - - - - 31 

Message from the President in answer - 186 

Establishment of a Territorial Government in — 
(See bills S. 45 and H. R. 439.) 
Yeas and nays taken - - - 53, 238 

Inhabitants of, petition for vqlbW routes - 35 

Reports of Captain Fremont's expedition to, 
resolution concerning - - -. asi^^^-v^ 
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Oregon^ California^ and the other Territories on the Northwest 
Coast of America, purchase of the History of — (See 
bill H. R. 440.) 
Yeas and nays - - - - - - 160 

Orphan Asylum and Female Free School of Alexandria, incor- 
poration of — (See bill S. 80.) 

Orvis, Asena^, relief of— (See bill H. R. 487.) 

Osgood, Edward S., memorial - - - - - 75 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Otisco, New York — See New York. 

Owen, David Dale, additional number of the report of, ordered to 

be printed - - - - - - 182 

Owen, John H.^ sureties of, compromise with^Seebill S. 70.) 

P. 

Pacific ocean, railroad from Lake Michigan to, memorial con- 
cerning - - - - - - 114 

Patiucah county, Kentucky — See Keniticky, 

Page, Charles G., petition .--.-- 79 

Committee discjiarged - - - - - 248 

Palmer, Daniel, leave to withdraw - .. - . 284 
Palmyra and Fayette districts, Missouri, discontinuance of the 

land offices in, petitions for - - - - 100, 107 

Report - - - - - - 189 

Committee discharged - - - - - 210 

Parhament — See British Parliament. 

Partridge, Alden, memorial - - - - - 102 

Adverse report - - -- - - 117 

Pass Christian, permanent barracks at, resolution concerning - 72 
Passengers, number and designation of, arriving in the United 

States, report of the Secretary of State - - 34 

Ordered to be printed ~ - ^ ^ ~ 40 
Passengers arrived at New Orleans in the 1st quarter of 1844, 

report of the Secretary of State - - * - 93 
Pasteur, Charles, daughter of — See Sally Bass* 

Patents, Commissioner of, report for 1344 - - - 122 

Ordered to be printed, with additional copies - - 123 

Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 221 
Patents, renewal of, amendment of the law for the, resolution 

concerning - - - - ,-. - 54 

Patents for lands, issuing of second, resolution concerning - "132 
Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 205 
Patrick, G. W., communication from, in relation to the establish- 
ment of a mail route in Arkansas - - - 92 
Paupers and criminals, transportation of, to the United States, 

resolution concerning - - - - 50, 56 

Paupers and convicts, transportation of, to the United States, res- 
olution - - - - - - 54 

Peachy^ Thomas G., heirs of, petition referred - - - 80 
Adverse report - - - - - -112,148 
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Pea Patch island, title to— (See bill S. 10.) 

Pearce, Hon. James A., attended - - - .5 

appointed chairman to the Committee on 

the Library - - - . 263 

Resolutioi? submitted by, viz : 
Printing of Lieutenant Gilliss's astronomical and mag- 
netic observations - - - - -209,214 

Pearl riv^r, confirmation of land claims in Mississippi, east of, 
and south of 31st degree of north latitude — (See 
^ bill S. 4.) 

Report - - . . . . 55 

vacant lands on, in Mississippi and Louisiana, res- 
olution concerning * - - - - 286 

Peltier, Antoine — See Pierre Menard. 

Penalties or forfeitures for violations of the revenue laws, appli- 
cations for remission of, resolution concerning - 49, 56 
Pennington, John H., leave to withdraw - - - 49 
Pennock — See Sellers fy Pennock. 
Pennsylvania, citizens of, petitions and memorials — 

Application of the public la.nds to the extinction of slavery 126 

Against the annexation of Texas > - 61, 116, 143 

Amendment of the Constitution, to prevent the extension 

and perpetuation of slavery - • - - - 61 

Female inhabitants of, petition in relation to slaves and 

slavery - - - - - - 66 

Amendment of the naturalization laws 39, 42, 53, 57, 79, 89, 95, 

111,143,148, 158, 177 
Reduction of postage and restriction of the franking 

privilege - - - - - - §e 

Establishment of a Territorial Government in Oregon - 77 

Committee discharged from sundry memorial of citizens 

of, in relation to the repairs of Port Penn - - 246 

Committee discharged from the memorial of citizens of, 
• against a change in the tariiBF - - . - 246 

Western portion of, citizens of, petition, relief to sol- 
diers in the old Indian wars, and to indigent and des- 
titute soldiers of the last war with Great Britain - 61 
» Adverse report - - - - - 83 

Western, citizens of, memorial, canal around the falls 

of St. Mary - - - - . . 61 

Adams county, reduction of postage and restricti6n of 

the franking privilege - - • - 88, 89 

Allegany county, reduction of postage and restriction of 

the franking privilege . - - 111 

' Amendment of the naturalization laws 209 

Committee discharged and referred 222 

Henry Wood and others, inhabitants 

of, advancement of agriculture - 261 

Beaver county, against the annexation of Texas - ill 

Bradford county, reduction of postage and restriction of 
the franking privilege - - - - 88 

26 
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Pennsylvania, petitions and memorials of citizens of — 

Butler county, construction of a national road from 

Cumberland to Erie harbor -' - - . 157 

Delaware county, against the annexation of Texas and 
the extension of slavery .... 142 

Gettysburg, reduction of postage and restriction of the 
franking privilege - - - - - 77 

Green county, citizens, petition, mail facilities - ^ 165 

HoUidaysburg, national foundry - . - - 95 

Mercer county, abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia and Florida, and against the annexation of 
Texas - - - - - - 143 

Montgomery county, amendnfent of the naturalization 

laws - - - •"•" 74 

Philadelphia city and county, piers at Port Penn, and 

light-house on Brandy wine shoals - 24 

City and county, piers at Reedy island and 
Port Penn, and light-house on Brandy- 
wine shoals - - - 32, 35, 38 
Common council, piers in the Delaware 

river and bay - - - - 58 

Common council, piers at Port Penn and 
Retdy island, and light-house on Bran- 
dywine shoals - - - - 58 

^ Members of the bar of, distribution of the 

Supreme Court reports - - - 173 

Board of trade, piers at Port Penn, and 

light-house on Brandy wine shoals - - 24 

Association of Friends, against the annex- 
ation of Texas - - - . 63 
County, amendment of the naturalization 

laws - . - - - - 95 

Abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia- - - - - 6^ 

' Against the annexation of Texas - - 88 

Pittsburg, in favor of Evans's safety guard, for pre- 
venting the explosion of steam boilers - 135 
Reduction of postage - - - 1?57 
Board of trade and citizens, improvement of 
the Mississippi and Ohio rivers - - 70 
Somerset county, organization of a Territorial Govern- 
ment in Oregon - - - 58 
Reduction of postage - - - 58 
Springfield, redqction of the price of the public lands - 127 
Washington county, establishment of a Territorial Gov- 
ernment in Oregon - - 70 
Amendment of the naturalization 
laws - - - - 81 

Wayne county, against the annexation of Texas - 148 

Amendment of the naturalization laws, 
for the annexation of Texas, and 
against an alteration in the tariff - 61 
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Pennsylvania, petitions and memorials of citizens of — 

Wyoming valley, for the relief of Prances Slocum - 221 

E. S. Porter and others, of, in behalf 
of Frances Slocum - - - 261 

Pennsylvania Bank of the United States — See Miles King. 
Pension agents, compensation to — (See 6ill S. 55,) 
Pension appropriation act for the year ending 30th June, 1845, 

explanatory of— (See resolution S. 3.) 
Pensioners, revolutionary, and others, appropriations for — (See 

bill H.R. 492.) ^ 
Pensions, granting of, in certain cases, restricted — (See bill S. 114.) 

Rejected, report of the Secretary of War - - 93 

Ordered to be printed . . - . 103 

Navy — See Navy pensions. 

Commissioner of, report of claims rejected • - 93 

Peoria county^See Illinois: 

Periodical publications, postisige on, petition concerning - - 170 

Perry county, Ohio — See Ohio. 
Perrysburg, Ohio — See Ohio. 

Confirmation of titles to town lots in, resolution of 

Ohio in favor of - - - - - 86 

Perrysburg and Croghansville, to quiet titles to lots in — (See bill 

S. 53.) 
Persico, Luigi, employment of, to execute a statute of Washing- 
ton, resolution - - - - - 96 
Persons arriving in the United States annually, for the last eight 
years, with information in relation to emigrants, re- 
port of the Secretary of State - - - 93 
Peru, supplemental to an act laying off the town ,of — (See bill 

H. R. 588.) 
Pettibone, John, heirs of, leave to withdraw *- - - 54 

Peyton, Balie, leave to withdraw - - - - 80 

Phelps, Hon. Samuel S., attended - - - - 3, 271 

credentials presented - - - .42 

oath administered and seat taken - 274 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
For information concerning the public debt and lands 

of Texas - - - . - - - 32, 37 

Message from the President in answer - - 76 

For treaties between Texas and other Powers - - 43, 52 

Message from the President in answer - - 76 

Philadelphia board of trade — See Pennsylvania. 
city and county — See Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company, memorial for re- 
mission of duties on railroad iron - - - - 48 
Phillips, John,'administrator of W. Walker and J. Phillips, leave 

to withdraw - • - - - - 71 

Phillips, Nathaniel, petition - - . . - 34 

Committee discharged, and referred — (See bill S. 109) £KJ 

Phillips, Richard, memorial - - - - • 5S 

Committee discharged - - - • ' " ^^'^ 
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Pike, Clara H., widow of Zebulon M. Pike, petition - - 35 

Leave to withdraw - - - - - 236 

Pike, Zebulon M., widow of — See Clara ff. Pike. 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 
Pittsford, Vermont — See Vermont. 
Placy, Joseph— See Pierre Menard. 

Plates, metallic, engraved for the Senate, resolution concerning 49, 60, 101 
Platte county^ — See Missouri. 

Point La Barque, erection of a light-house on, memorial for - 89 

Pontchartrain, Port, harbor of, resolution concerning - - 59, 63 

Report of the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 1 34 

Porter, Hon. Augustus S., attended - - - - 5 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Printing of J. N. Nicollet's report, and the map of the 

hydrographical basin of the upper Mississippi - 86 

Calling for report of George Cunningham, relative to 

copper mineral region of Lake Superior -. - 143 

Report of Secretary of War in answer - - 158 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 166 

For continuing employment of Patrick H. Brooks - 208 

Porter, E. S., and others, citizens of Wyoming valley, memorial 

in behalf of Frances Slocum - - - 261 

Portland, Maine — See Maine. 

Port Penn and Reedy island piers, memorials and petitions con- 
cerning - - - 24, 32, 34, 35, 38, 48, 58 
. Committee discharged - - - - 246 

Postage on magazines and periodicals, petition concerning - 170 

Postage, reduction of the rates of, petitions and memorials 2^^ 5Sj 63, 71, 

77, 81, 88, 89, 96, 100, 111, 126, 143, 
148, 157, 165i 176, 177, 181, 184, 213 
Resolutions of States .* 

Alabama - - - - - - 114 

Indiana - - - - - - 130 

Kentucky - • : . - - 126 

New Hampshire - - . - '. 42 

New York - - ... . . iq^ 

Vermont - -- - - - 117 

Proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Cincinnati - 63 

Memorial of the chamber of commerce of Savannah - 74 

Bill to reduce the rates of, to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment— (See bill S. 46.) 

Yeas and nays 120, 121, 125, 129, 138, 139, 140, 141, 146, 

147, 151, 229 
Resolution to fix the time for the act to reduce the rates 

postage to go into eflfect — (See resolution H. R. 78.) 
Postmaster General to transmit an account of postage 
for October next to the Senate, resolution directing - 249 

Postmaster General, report of the — 

Extra number of the aanual report of, ordered to be 
printed - - - ... . 34 
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Postmaster General, reports of — 

British post office system - - - - 93 

Private express between New York and New Orleans 99 

Motion to print referred - . - . 101 

Ordered to be printed - * - ' - 113 

Failures of the mail to and from New Orleans - - 148 

Revenues and expenditures of the Post Office Depart- 
ment - - • - - - 200 
Postmaster General authorized to contract with railrdad com- 
panies in certain cases — (See resolution H. R. 63.) 
Assistants to, relative to the appointmetit of — (See bill 
S. 11.) 
Post Office Department, appropriations for the service of— (See 
bill H.R. 494.) 
Assistant messengers in — See Richard White andothers. 
Frauds on the revenues of the, to prevent — (See bill 

. S. 46.) 
Revenues and expenditures of the, report of the Post- 
master General - - - - - 200 

Receipts and disbursements for the service of the, re- 
port of the United States Treasurer - - - 200 
Revenues of the, resolution calling for information con- 
cerning - - - . - - 103 
Report of the Postmaster General in answer - 200 
Post routes — See A4ail routes. 

Bill to establish certain— (See bill H. R. 426.) 
Potomac bridge, petition against an alteration in the southern 

draw of - - - - - - 195 

Potomac, Eastern branch of the, free bridge over, resolutions of 

the General Assembly of Maryland in fjsivor of - 35 

Petition - - - - - - 77 

Bill reported— (See bill S. 75) - - - - 84 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 155 

Pottinger, Francis, petition - - - - - 77 

Committee discharged - - -. - - 90 

Prairie du Chien to Lapointe, road from, memorial of the Legis- 
lative Council of Wisconsin in favor of - - 284 
Pre-emption, rights of, to lots in Jasper county, Missouri, pe- 
tition -..--. 70 
Pre-emption land claims in Louisiana for which patents cannot 

be issued, resolution calling for a statement of - 221 

Pre-emption, rights of, petitioned for by settlers on the Miami 

reservation - - - -. - - 201 

Pre-emptors authorized to enter quarter-quarter sections of the 

public lands— (See bill S, 107.) 
Prescott, P., petition - . - - - . - loo 

Committee discharged - - - - - , 195 

President of the United States- 
Informed of the meeting of Congress * - - 4, 5 
Has no further communication to make to Congress - 865 
Summons for a special session of the Senate - - 271 
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President of the United States — 

Inaugural address - - - - - 275 

Oath administered ..... 2Sd 

Notified of the meeting of the Senate - - - 283 

Has no further communication to make to the Senate - 287 

Messages — 

Annual message - - - - . 5 

Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 21 

Referred - - - - - - 26 

Indemnity in the case of the brig Morris - - 26 
Correspondence respecting the remonstrance of the Ex- 
ecutive against a renewal, by Mexico, of the war . 

against Texas, &c. - - - - - 45 

Referred, and ordered to be printed - - 48 
Payment of the Mexican indemnity, &c. - - 134 
Correspondence touching the relations with Mexico - 142 
Correspondence relative to claims on Mexico - - 248 
Public debt and public lands of Texas - - 76 
Correspondence with France in relation to tlie annexa- 
tion of Texas - - - - - 55 

Treaties between Texas and other Powers - - 76 

Abstract of treaty with China - - . . 104 

Motion to print an additional number - - 178 

Instructions given to the late commissioner to China - 206 

Resolutions of the General Assembly of Illinois - 133 

Report of the director of the mint - - - 135 
Official conduct of Silas Reed .... 142, 172 

Lieutenant Halleck's report - - - - 144 

Employment of Duff Green - - - - 144 

Oregon negotiations ' • - - - - 186 

Schooner Argus and other fishing vessels - - 236 

Error in the direction of a message - - - 72 

Slave trade - - - - - - 191 

Committee discharged, and ordered to be printed - 227 

Returning a bill relating to revenue cutters and steamers 193 

Passed by the Senate - - - - 256 

Passed by the House - - - - 262 

Brig General Armstrong - - - - 191 

Operations of the United States squadron on the west 
coast of Africa, and relative to the American colonies 

there - - . - - - - 212 

Ordered to be printed .... 222 

Reservations of mineral lands in Illinois - - ,222 

Books in the Department of State - - - 245 
President and Vice President — 

Election of electors of— (See bill H. R. 432.) 

Joint committee to report a mode for examining the 

votes for . . . - . -128,136 

Report, and appointment of tellers - - -144,149 

Two Houses of Congress assemble and count the votes 162 

List of votes ...... 153 
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President and Vice President — 

James E. Polk and George M. Dallas declared to be 
elected - - - - ^ - 164 

Committee to notify the President and Vice President 

of their election - - - - t 164, 171 

Report - - - - - - 174 

President of the Senate pro tempore, vote of thanks to - - 265 

Pay of Mr. Mangum as President pro tempore of the 
Senate, resolution - - - - - 243 

Presidents of the United States, marble busts of — (See resolution 

S. 20.) . 

Prince William county, Virginia — See Virginia. 

Princeton Theological Seminary, petition of the students of - 126 

Princeton, stedm ship, payment of funeral expenses of persons 

killed on board - - - 59 

resolutions of the common coflncil of New 
York, in relation to the accident an board 
of . > . . - 64 

Private express between New York and New Orleans, resolution 

concerning - - - - - - 86 

Report of the Postmaster General in answer - - 99 

Motion to print referred - - - - 101 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 113 

Professors of mathematics in the navy, discontinuance of the 

office of, petition for - - - - - 185 

Public Buildings, Commissioner of, report on expenditures - 74 

Public lands — See Lands. 

Public moneys— See Moneys. ^ 

Putnam, James R., widow of, petition - - - - 184 

Putnam's ploughing and dredging machine, examination of — (See . 

resolution S. 23.) 

Putney, True, and Hugh Riddle, petition — (See resolution S. 25) 158 

Purkis, Robert, petition referred — (See bill S. 138) - - 71 

Pursers in the navy, petition - - ... 95 

Yeas and nays on bill S. 77, authorizing the appointment 

of assistant surgeons and pursers - - - 161 

Q. 

Quorum of the Senate assembled ... - 4 

of the House assembled - - - - 4 

R. 

Railroad companies, relief of the State of Michigan and certain — 
(See bill S. 84.) 
Yeas and nays - - - - - - 

Railroads, Postmaster General authorized to contract with, in cer- 
tain cases — (See resolution H. R. 63.) 

Railroads, jtransportation of the mails on — (See bill S. 61 and res- 
olution S. 9.) 
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Railroad iron, memorials and petitions for the remission of duties 
on — 
Board of Internal Improvement of Michigan — (See bill 

S. 84) - - . ... .^ 35 

Yeas and nays - - - - -223 

Hartford and New Haven Railroad Company - - 75 

Long Island Railroad Company - - - 79 

Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company - - 48 

West Feliciana Railroad Company - - - 70 

Mexican Gulf Railway Company, referred - . 27, 48 

Committee discharged - - - - 247 

A. & G. Rallston and Company— (See bills S. 139 and 

140) . . . ... . 67 

Bill te remit duties on— (See bill S. 123.) * 

Bill to authorize the importation of, free of duty — (See » 

bill S. 140.) 
Bill to remit duties which have accrued or been paid 
on^(See bill S. 139.) 
Rallston, A. & G., and Company, petition— (See bills 'S. 139 

and 140) - - - - - - 67 

Ramsey, Robert, petition - - - - - 53 

Committee discharged, and referred ... 232 

Ramsey, Joseph, relief of— (See bill S. 65.) 

Committee discharged, and referred — (See bill H. R. 441) 86 

Randolph, John B., memorial — (See bill S. 100) - - 89 

Raper, Holly, leave to withdraw - - - - 221 

Ray, Joseph, papers referred - - - - - 64 

Reading, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 

Receipts and expenditures, resolution for a statement of certain - 67 

Report from the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 85 

Recess, Senate to take a - -, - 203,207,212,215,231,245 

Red river land district, change in the boundary of — (See bill H. 

R. 505.) 
Red and Sabine rivers^ removal of obstructions in, resolution of 

Louisiana in favor - - '- , - - 205 

Reed, Silas, official conduct of, resolution for copy of proceedings 

in relation to - - - - - - 21,22 

Message from the President in answer ... 142, 172 
Additional documehts - - - - - 209 

Reedy island — ^^See Port Penn. 

Reeside, James, late, claim against — See Henry H, JVilliams. 

executrix of — See Mary Reeside. 
Reeside, Marv, executrix of James Reeside, memorial — (See bill , ^ 

S.' 22) - - - - - . * 29 

Reporters, resolution for supplying calendars and printed bills for 108 

Revenue cutters, increase of pay to officers of, while serving in 
the navy— (See hill S. 21.) 
Yeas and nays - • - - - - - 91 

Revenue cutters and steamers, bill relating to — (See bill S. 66.) 
Message from the President, returning the bill with his 

veto - - - - - - - 193 
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Revenue cutters and Steamers — 

Bill passed, and the result communicated to the House, 

yeas and nays - - - - - 256 

Passed by th^ House - - . - - 262 

Presentation of, t^ the Secretary of State, resolution for 262 

Revenue laws, applications for remission of penalties or forfeitures 

for violations of the, resolution for a report of - 49, 56 

Synoptical index of Treasury instructions for the ad- 
ministration of the, resolutions concerning - - 209, 259 
Enforcement of the, on captains of steamboats navigat- 
ing the St. Clair river, petition for - - - 152 
Committee discharged - - - - 158 
Revenue, public, collection, safe kqeping, transfer, and disburse- 
ment of— (See bill H.R. 216.) 
Depositories of the, report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury concerning the - - - - - 152 
Revenue service, iron steamers for the, resolution concerning - 50, 56 
Report from the Secretary of the Treasury in answer - 69 
Ordered to be printed - . - - 80 
Appointment and promotion of officers in the — (See bill 

S. 43.) 
Appointment and pay of engineers in the — (See bill 
S. 44.) 
Revenue system of the United States, report of the Secretary of 

the Treasury relative to printing a synopsis of - 222 

Revere, Joseph, papers referred - - • - - 64 

Revolutionary army, resolution respecting bounty lands to certain 

officers of the - - - - - 117 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - 125 

Rhea, Joseph M., relief of— (See bill H. R. 414.) 
Rhodes, Thomas, relief of— (See bill S. 128.) 

Rich, William, memorial referred — (See bills S. 41 and H. R. 477 ) 27 

Riddle, Hugh — See TVue Putney, 

Ridlen, Lewis, and others, petition - - - - 34 

Right of way through the public lands to Illinois — (See bill S. 16.) 
Right of way over the public lands to the Tennessee and Coosa 

Railroad Company— (See bill H. R. 546.) 
Ritchfield, New York— See New York. 
Ritchie, James, relief of— (See bill S. 19.) 

Rives, Hon. William C, attended .... 3 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Correspondence of the minister to Mexico - - 25, 28 

Message from the President in answer - - 142 

Roach, Frederick, administrator of William D. Clayton, petition 82 

Committee discharged - - - - - 90 

Roberts, Benjamin S., relief of— (See bill H. R, 427.) 
Roberts, Edmond, and others, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, relief 

of— (See bill S. 13.) 
Roberts, John, widow of — See Lucy Jinn Roberts. 
Roberts, Lucy Ann, widow of John Roberts, petition referred - 25 

Adverse report - - - . - - - 201,223 

27 
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Rochester, New York — ^See New York. 

Rocky mountains, resolutions concerning reporls of Captain Fre- 
mont's expedition to - - - - - 226, 249 

Roddy, James, representative of, petition - - - 100 

Ropes, Hardy, petition - - - ^ - - - 32 

Roy, Francis, papers referred - . - - - 64 

Roy, John B., papers referred ----- 64 

Rules suspended — 

16th joint rule - - - - 228,244,251,254 

17th joint rule . - - - - -242,262 

34th rule - -. - - - - 21 

Russell, George B., relief of— (See bill H. R. 553.) 

Russell, John, petition - - ^ - - - - 86 

Report— (See bill S. 120) - - - - 148 

Russell, Thomas A., memorial - - - - - 38 

Adverse report - - - - - -51,68 

Russell, William, and others, relief of— (See bill S. 25.) 
Russwurm, John S., leave to withdraw - . - - 77 

heir and legal representative of William Russ- 
wurm, relief of — (See bill S. 74.) 
Russwurm, William, heir and legal representative of— ^See John 
S. Russwurm, '^ 

S. , 

Saco and Biddeford, Maine — See Maine. 

Saco river, repair of piers in, petition - - - - 88 

Sabine and Red rivers, removal of obstructions in, resolution of 

Louisiana Legislature in favor of - - - 205 

St. Clair county, Michigan— See Michigan, 

St. Clair flats, imf)rovement of, petition - - - - ill 

St. Clair river, enforcement of the revenue laws on the, petition 152, 158 
removal of obstructions at the mouth of, memorial 89 

St. Croix to Lapointe, road from the falls of, memorial of the 

Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin in favor of - 213 

St. Joseph, light-hou^e at, memorial for - - - - 89 

St Louis harbor, improvement of, memorial for - . - 34,35 

St. Louis — See Missouri. 

St. Mary's, Georgia, to divide the collection district of— (See bill 
S. 115.) 

St. Mark's district, revenue accrued in, with the expense of col- 
lecting it, report of the Secretary of the Treasury - 142 

Si. Mary, falls of, canal around, memorials for - - - 61, ill 

St. Pierre— See Miquelonand St. Pierre, 

St. Vrain, Felix, relief of the sureties of — (See bill S. 13.) 

St, Vrain— See Bent^ St. Vrain, Sr Co. 

Salem, New York — See New York. 

Salt spring lands in Michigan — See Michigan. 
in Illinois — See Illinois. 

Saltmarsh, Orlando— See William Fuller and Orlando Salt marsh. 

Santa Fe — See Drawback. 
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Sappers, miners, and pontoniers, to organize a company of — (See 

biirs. 60.) 
Saunders, Harriet H., petition referred — (See bill S. 40) ^ - 39 

Saunders, James, widow of — See Harriet H. Suunders. 
Saunders & Porter, leave to withdraw - ... . 27 

Savannah chamber of commerce, memorials-^ 

Reduction of postage and modification of the franking 

privilege - . - - . . 74 

Customhouse at Savannah — (See bill S. 130) - - 95 

Savannah custom-house, memorial relating to — (See bill S. 130) 95 

Schaumburg, James W., proceedings and documents relating to, 

from which the injunction of secrecy has been re- • 
moved - ... - . 291 

Schwartztrawber, Philip, relief of— (See bill H. R. 475.) 
Scott, Susannah, relief of— (See bill H. R. 457.) 
Scott, William, widow of — See Susannah Scott. 
Seamen, American, abstract^ of registered, report of the Secretary 

of State - . . . - - 33 

motion to print referred - . - - 34 

ordered to be printed - - - - 40 

sick and disabled, expenditures for the relief of, report 

of the Secretary .of the Treasury - - - 200 

Select, schooner, resolution concerning compensation to owners of 40 

' papers referred - - - * - - 40 

Sellers & Pennock, relief of — ( See resolution H. R. 67.) 
Semple, Hon. James, attended - - . - - - 4,273 

credentials presented,and oath administered 114 

Senate — 

Quorum assembled ----- 4 

Rev. Septimus Tuston elected chaplain - - 21 

34th rule suspended - - - - - 21 

Hour of meeting - - - - 5,166,185,188 

Yeas and nays - - - - 175,186,187 

Ex-President of Texas^ admitted on the floor - - 178 

Takes a recess - - - 203,207,212,215,231,245 

Report of the Secretary, of disbursements from the con- 
tingent fund - - - - - , 69 

Statement of persons employed in his oflSce - 6? 

Pay of Mr. Mangum,as President pro tempore, resolu- 
tion .. - - - - - - 243 

Pay to messengers, assistant messengers, pages, and 
laborers, resolution ----- 209 

Per diem to messengers and to the attendant of the 

President of the Senate, resolution - - -226,250 

Pay to offiqers and clerks, resolution - - - 243 

Yeas and nays taken - - - - 243 

Adjourned sine die - - - - - 266 

Special session called - •• - - - 271 

Committee to notify the President that the Senate has 
assembled - - - - - - 283 

Hour of meeting ----- 283 
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Senate — 



Page. 



Committee to notify the President that the Senate is 

ready to adjourn - . . - . 286 

Adjourned - - - - - - 287 

Senators, supplied with newspapers - - - - 5 

classification of - - - - - 298 

Seneca county, New York— See New York. 

Sevier, Hon. Ambrose H., attended - - - - 57,273 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Concerning the settlement of Lorenzo N. Clarke's ac- 
counts --.-.- 89 
Calling for report of commissioners appointed to ex- 
amine into the discontents and difficulties among the 
Cherokee Indians, with instructions and correspond- 
ence - - - - - - -195 

Report of the Secretary of War in answer - 200 

Shaw, David, and Solomon T. Corser, in favop of — (See resolu- - 

tion S, 1.) 
Shaw, Joshua, leave to withdraw - - - - 25 

Memorial - - - - - - 35 

^ Additional documents — (See bill S. 52) - - 39 

Yeas and nays - ^ - - - -106 

Shawnee Indians whjo served in the Florida war, balance due, to 

be paid — (See resolution H. R. 40. ) 
Sheboygan river, harbor at the mouth of, resolutions of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin in favor of - - 169 
Sherburne, Georgiaiia H. — See Caroline Jl, Sherburne. 
Sherburne, Caroline A., Mary V. Sherburne, and Georgiana H. 

Sherburne, grandchildren of Elijah Hall, petition - 57 

Sherburne, Mary V. — See Caroline •/?. Sherburne. 
Sherburne, John H., leave to withdraw - - - - 177 

Simmons, Hon. James F., attended . - - - -57,271 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Printing additional copies of the report of the Secretary 
of State on, the changes and modifications in commer- 
cial systems of foreign nations . , - - 249 
Printing extra copies of the report of the Secretary of 

the Treasury of statistical information - - 249 

Printing extra copies of the report of Professor R. S. . 

McCulloh, in relation to sugars, molasses, &c. - 249 

For an account of postage for the month of October, 

1845 . - - - - . - ' 249 

Simmons, Joseph, documents relating to claim of - - 39 

Report and bill— (See bill S. 69) - - - 75 

Simpson, Mark, relief of— (See bill S. 7.) 

Report - - - - - - - 55 

Skaneateles, New York— See New York. 

Skinner, John P., legal representative of Isaac Green, petition 

referred— (See bill S. 110) - - - - 111 

Slacum^ William A., administrator of, memorial - - - 79 
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Slave trade ia the District of Columbia, petitions for the aboli- 
tion of - - - - . - 79, 82, 152 

between the States, petitions for the abolition of - 152, 177 
message from the President, commucating despatches 
from Mr. Wise concerning - - -. 191 

Committee discharged, and ordered to be printed 227 

Slavery, petitions for the abolition of— 

In the District of Columbia 66, 82, 114, 143, 152, 173, 177 
In the Territories - - - - - 114 

In Florida - - - - - - 143,153 

. Resolutions of Vermont, against the further extension of 117 

Memorial against the extension of - - - 142 

Petition for the application of the public lands to the 
GKtinction of - - - - - - 126 

Petition for the amendment of the Constitution, to pre- 
vent the extension and perpetuation of - - 61 
Petition in relation to - ..- . 66 
Petition against the admission of any new slaveholding 

State into the Union - - - - - 173 

Slaves, fugitive, petition for the repeal of the act of February 12, 

179,3, in relation to the recapture of - - - 152 

Slocum, Frances, and others, benefit of — (See resolution H. 

R. 68.) 

Memorial in behalf of - -" - 261 

Petition for the relief of - - - 221 

Smalley, James, petition referred - - - - 39 

Report and bill — (See bill S. 96) - - - 104 

Smith, Comfort, widow of Noah Smith, leave to withdraw - 59 

Smith, Elliott, and Nathan Farnsworth, relief of — (See bill H. R. 

152.) 
Sniith, Eugene E. T., leave to withdraw - - - m 

Smith, Noah, widow of — See Com/or i Smith and Comfort Drew. , 

Smith, Thomas, petition referred — (See bill S. b%) - • - 35 

Smithsonian Institution, petitions in favor of the bill for the es- 
tablishment of— (See bill S. 18) - - - 70,71 
Snow, Stephen, petition - - - - - - 169 

Adverse report - - - - , - - 202, 223 

Sombrero reef, petition for a light-house on - - -, 74 

Somerset county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina Railroad Company, memorial — (See bill S. 127) 153 

Southwest Pass Df the Mississippi, publication of soundings made 
by Captain Levy, from, to Galveston island, resolu- 
tion for - X . . . . -132,154 

, Report -----.. 175 

Southard, Samuel L., allowance to the representatives of - 249 

Southport, Wisconsin, beacon light at, memorial — (See bill H. 

R. b6S) . -' - . - - 89 

Southport harbor, improvement of^(See bill H, R. 564. ) 
Special order — See Order. 

Speight, Hon. Jesse, credentials presented - - ^ * 198 

attended ----- 273 
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Speight, Hon. Jesse, oath administered and seat taken - * ^4 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Calling for a statement of the vacant public lands on 
Pearl river, in Mississippi and Louisiana - - 286 

Spirit ration in the navy — See Navy. 
Spoliations by France prior to 31st July, laoi— (See bill S. 47.) 

Yeas and nays - - - ^ . -155 

Springfield, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 
Stakeages — See Light houses. 

State Department, contingent expenses of, report of the Secretary 24 

Ordered to be printed .... 26 

Persons employed in, report of the Secretary - - S5 

Books in, message from the President - - - 245 

State, Secretary of, reports — ^ 

Contingent expenses of the department - - 24 

Ordered to be printed - . - . 26 

American seamen registered - - - - 33 

Passengers arriving in the United States - - 34 

Ordered to be printed - - - . 40 

Passengers arrived at New Orleans in the 1st quarter of 

1844 ..-..-- 93 

Number of persons who have arrived in the United 
States, annually, for the last eight years, and infor- 
mation concerning foreign emigrants - - 93 
Changes in the commercial systems of other nations - 81 
Additional copies ordered to be printed - -205,249 
Persons employed in the department - - - 85 
State, Secretary of, bill supplementary to an act to authorize the 

Secretary of State to liquidate certain claims therein ■ 
mentioned, passed 18th April, 1814— (See bill S. 78.) 
States, Secretary of the Treasury to retain moneys due States, in 
default for the payment of their stocks or bonds held 
by the United States — (See resolution H. R. 71.) 
Yeas and nays -.-..►- 230 

Statistical information, report of the Secretary of the Treasury - 69 

Extra copies ordered to be printed - - - 249 

Amendment to a resolution in relation to the collecting, 
arranging, and classifying of— (See bill S. 111.) 
Steam boilers, explosion of, report of a board of examiners of in- 
ventions and plans for preventing, communicated 1 7th 
June, 1844, referred - - - .... HI 

Steamers, iron — See Revenue service. 

Steele, Stephen, and James Daniel, petition referred — (See bill 

S. 48) - - - - - - 25 

Steley, John, heirs of, memorial referred - - - -127 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

Steuben county. New York — See New York. ' - 

Stevens, Enos, petition - -- - - - 165 

Committee discharged - - - . . 248 

Stevens, 'John, memorial - - - - - -148 
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Stewart, Alfred, heir of Thomas Stewart, petition referred - 103, 195 

Committee discharged - - - . . 1 95 

Stewart, Thomas, heir of — See JlJ/red Stewart, 
Stirling, Lord, heirs of— See William A. Duer. 
Stockbridge nation of Indians, payment of arrearages due— (See 

bill S. 131.) 
Stockton, John, memorial* - - - - - Q2 

Adverse report - - - - - 78 

Report considered - - - - - 87 

Committee discharged - - - - 246 

Stockton, John, communication from, respecting a post route in 

Michigan - - - - - - 64 

Stockton, John, superintendent of the mineral lands on Lake Su- 
perior, report of, called for, resolution - - 232^ 285 
Report of the Secretary of War communicating it - 286 
Starer, Ebenezer, petition . . - - « 102 
Strohecker, John, and others, petition - - - - 74 

Report made, and committee discharged - - 188 

Sturgeon, Hon. Daniel, attended - - - - - 3, 272 

credentials presented - - - 99 

oath administered and seat taken - 274 

Sugar and molasses, report of the Secretary of the Treasury in 

relation to the importation of, ordered to be printed - 54 

Chemical analysis of, report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury - .. .. . 194 

Resolution relative to the. printing of extra copies of 
Professor R. S. McCulloh's report on - - 249 

, Summeraner, Francis, relief of— (See bill H. R. 562.) 
Sumter, Francis, administrator of Thomas Sumter, petition - 74 

Adverse report - - - - - 178 

Report considered - - - - - 199,237 

Sumter, Thomas, administrator of— See Francis Sumter. 
Superior, Lake — See Copper rock and Mineral region. 
Supreme Court reports, petition for aid in publishing — See Thomas 
Cowperthwaite fy Co. 
Distribution of, memorials and petitions — 

Members of the bar of New Jersey , -* - 110 

Members of the bar of New York - - - 177 

Members of the bar of Illinois - - ^ 110 

Members of the bar of Philadelphia - - 173 

Members of the bar of Connecticut - - 131 

Members of the Legislature of New York - - 181 

Resolutions of the General Assembly of Maryland - 110 

Resolution of the Legislature of New Jersey - - 110 

Resolution of the Legislature of Massachusetts - * 187 

Purchase and distribution of— (See bill S. 119.) 

Yeas and nays ----- 161,168 

Surgeons, assistant, in the navy — See Navy. 

Swartwout, Samuel, compromise with the snreties of— (See bill 

S. 35.) 
Swasey, Benjamin S., memorial - - - - - 88 
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Ta Tsing empire — See China. 

Tait, Alexander, petition - - - . - 116 

Committee discharged - - - - 248 

Tappan, Amos — See Mary Bradstreet. 

Tappan, Hon. Benjamin, attended - ^ - - - 4 

Tariff, memorial against an alteration of the - - - ' 61 

Committee discharged - - - - 246 

Resolutions of New Hampshire, for the repeal or modifi- 
cation of the- - - - - - 11 

Resolutions of Vermont, against the repeal of the - 117 

Resolution of Alabama, for a reduction of the, to the 
revenue standard - - - - - 157 

Taylor, Christopher, widow and heirs of, petition - -53 

Adverse report - - - - - - 96, 104 

Taylor, George, petition - .* - . - -. 34 

Taylor, Maria, and William R. Taylor, memorial - - 100 

Taylor, William R. — See Maria Taj/lor. 
Telegraph — See Morsels electro-magnetic telegraph. 
Tennessee and Coosa Railroad Company, right of way to, through 
» the public lands, memorial of the Legislature of Ala'- 

bama— (See bill H. R. 546) - - - - 170 

Territories, abolition of slavery in, petition for - - - 114 

Texas, annexation of — 

Memorials and petitions for - - 61, 82, 111, 131, 152, 169, 

^ 177,200,209,221 

Memorials and petitions against 61, 62, 63, 66, 70,71, 74, 79, 81, 

S2yS5ySS,95j 9Qy 100, 110, 111, 114, 116, 

122, 125, 126, 127, 137, 142, 143, 148, 

152, 157, 165, 166, 169, 170, 173, 177, 

181,187,198,201,213,236 

Resolutions of States for — 

Alabama - - - - - - 157 

Illinois - - - - - - 236 

Louisiana --- - . - 127 

Maine - - - - - - 165 

Missouri - - - - - - 94 

New Hampshire - - - - - 69 

Resolutions of States against — 

Delaware - - - -- - 187 

Massachusetts - - - - - 213 

New Jersey - . . . . j^g 

Ohio - - - . - - 102 

Vermont - - - - ... ny 

Bills and resolutions for— (See bills S. 14, 83, and 118, 
and resolutions S. 2, 8, 10, and 19, and resolution H. 
R. 46.) 
•Yeas and nays on reference of S. bill 118 - - 136 

Yeas and nays on resolution H. R. 46 204, 215, 216, 217, 218, 

219, 220 
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Texas, annexation of — 

Adverse report on resolution H. R. 46, the several bills 
and resolutions of the Senate, the resolutions of State 
Legislatures, and the petitions and memorials of citi- 
zens - - - -- - - 134 

• Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 153 

Proceedings relating to the joint resolution* for the an- 
nexation of Texas, from which the injunction of se- 
crecy has been removed - - - - 296 

Correspondence with France Relative to the, resolution 
callir% for - - - - - - 29, 33 

Message from the President in answer - - 55 

Texas, public debt and lands of, resolution for information con- 
cerning .... - - 32, 37 

Message from the President in answer - - 76 

Speculations in Texas land scrip, time of negotiations 
for annexation, and a "private letter'' from London, 
resolution for information concerning - - 40, 44 

Treaties between, and other Powers, resolution calling 

for - - - - - - - 43, 52 

Message from the President in answer - - 76 

Maps of, resolutions for printing - - 49, 137, 145 

Ex-President of, admitted on the floor of the Senate - 178 

Texas — %eQ Impresario grants. 

Theological seminary at Princeton, students of, petition - - 126 

Thomas, Gregory, and others, memorial - - - - 58, 70 

Committee discharged, and leave to withdraw - - 90 

Thomas, Martin — %bq William Allen. 

Thomas, William H., memorials — (See bill S. 136) - - 53 

Thompson, Charles C. B., widow of — See Mrs. Mary W, Thomp- 
son. 
Thompson, Mrs. Mary W., leave to Withdraw her petition - 54 

Report and resolution — (See resolution S. 18) - 158 

Thompson, Rhodes, memorial referred - - - « 64 

Thompson, Samuel H., memorial referred - • - 131 

Adverse report - - - - - , 227 

Thornton, D. M. F., allowance to, in ihe settlement of his ac- 
counts— i( See resolution S. 5.) 
Throckmorton, J., petition referred^(See bill S. 97) - - 82 

Todd, Elisha, papers referred - - - ' - - -64 

Towson, Fort — See Forts Gibson and Towson. 
Trade, board of, Philadelphia — See Pennsylvania. 
Treasurer of the United States, communicates his accounts - 21 

Report of, receipts and disbursements for the service of 
the Post Office Department .... 200 

Treasury Department, contracts made in, in 1844, report of the 

Secretary ....-- 200 

Treasury instructions, synoptical index of, for the administration 

of the revenue laws, resolutions conc\3ming - - 209, 259 

Treasury, Secretary of the, reports — 

On the finances - - ' - - - 38 

28 
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Treasury, Secretary of the, reports — 

Communicating the report of the Commissioner of the 

General Land Office - - - - - 38 

Importation of sugar and molasses, ordered to be printed 54 

Showing the progress of the coast survey - - 55 

Ordered to be printed, with additional copies - 59k 

Relating to the construction of iron steamers for the 

revenue service - - - - - 69 

Ordered to be printed ... - 80 

Communicating statistical information - - - 69 

Resolution for printing extra copies - • - 249 

In relation to insolvent debtors ... 73 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 103. 

In relation to patents under the Houma claim - - 81 

Rates ad valorem of the specific duties on articles speci- 
fied in the annual report - - - - 99 

Articles, the duty on which, in 1844, exceeded 35 -per 
cent. - - ... - - 85 

Receipts and expenditures in November and December, 

1844 - - ... . .85 

Concerning the New Orleans custom-house - - 88 

Ordered to be printed - - - - 92 

New Orleans custom-house, marine hospital at New 
Orleans, and harbor at Port Pontchartrain - - 1 34 

In relation to stone delivered by Richard Linthicum, for 

public uses - - -- - - 107 

On the expediency of a new collection district at Cedar 
Keys, and amount of revenue accrued at St. Mark's, 
with ihe expenses of collecting it - - - 142 

Concerning the depositories of the public revenues - 152 

On substituting gas for oil in the light-house establish- 
ment •• - - - - - -. 180 

Ordered to be printed - * - - - 248 

With a table of articles free, and subject to duty, with the 
value and rates of duty, imported from 30th June, 
1843, to 30th July, 1844 - - - - 184 

Duties refunded, &c. - - - - - - 194 

Report of Committee of Finance on - - - 332 

Chemical analysis of sugar and molasses - - 194 

Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 249 

Commerce and navigation - - • - 197 

Additional copies ordered to be printed - - 232 

Concerning errors and frauds in surveys of public lands 
in Michigan - - - - - -197 

Contracts made in 1844, and those relating to light- 
houses and floating lights, buoys and stakeages ; also, 
payments for miscellaneous claims, and expenditures 
for sick and disabled seamen - - - - 200 

Relative to certain patents for land, issued in cases 

where patents had been previously granted - - 205 
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Treasury, reports of the Secretary of — 

Showing the progress made in the construction oi stand- 
ard weights and measures - - - \- Z22 
On printing a synopsis of the commercial and revenue 
system of the United States - - - - 222 
Turner, Esther, widow of N. Borroughs, leave to withdraw - 181 
Turner, James, papers referred - .... 54 
Turner, John, papers referred - • - - - 64 
Tuscaloosa, district court-house at, resolution — (See resolution 

S. 7) - - - - . - - 32 

Tuston, Rev. Septimus, elected chaplain - - - - 21 

Tyler, Edward R., petition - - - - - 71 

U. 

United States Bank of Pennsylvania — See Miles King. 
Upham, Hon. William, attended - - - - 3, 271 

presented the credentials of Mr. Phelps, 
of Vermont . - - . 42 

Upper Sandusky, grant of certain lots in the town of, to Wyan- 
dot county, Ohio— (See bill S. 117*) 



Van Ness, C. P., communication from, in relation to books from 

the French Government - - - - 20I 

Vance, Jacob L., relief of— (See bill H. R. 531.) 

Vattemare, Alexander, memorial - - - - 201 

Committee discharged' . . - . . 209 

Veazie, Joseph, additional documents, withpetition referred - 34j, 53 

Committee discharged - - - - - 83 

Venezuela, indemnity from, in case of the brig Morris, message 

from the President - - - - - 26 

Vermont, petitions of citizens of — 

Brandon, amendment of the naturalization laws - 81 

Caledonia, against the annexation of Texas - - 95 

Corn waH, against th§ annexation of Texas - . - 85 

Pittsford, against the annexation of Texas; and ibr the . 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories - - - - - 114 

Warren, against the annexation of Texas - - loO 

Legisl§iture of, resolutions^ — 

Reduction of postage and restriction of the franking 

privilege ... . . • 117 

Distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, and 

against the repeal of the tariff - - - 117 

Against the annexation of Texas and the further exten- 
sion of slavery - - - - - 117 
Vermont and New York, memorial of a religious society of Friends • 
in, against the annexation of Texas - - - 70 
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Vermont militia, payment of— (See bill S. 96.) 
Agent for — See James Smalley. 

Veto power, resolution of Alabama agaiasl a restriction or abo- 
lition of - - - - - - 157 

Vice President — See President and Vice President and George^ 
M. Dallas. 

Vicksburg, Mississippi — See Mississippi. 

Virginia, assent of Congress to an act of the Legislature of, relating 
to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company — (See 
bills. 24.) 
Fairfax and Prince William counties, citizens of, petition 

against an alteration in the Potomac bridge - - 1 95 

Virginia military land warrants, extension of the time for locating 
and returning surveys thereon to the General Land 
Office, resolution— (See bill H. R. 106) - - 174 

Volunteers, Ohio — See ^Iva Day. 

Vpn Schmidt, Peter, leave to withdraw— (See bill H.R. 5S^) - 82 

W. 

Wabash river, improvement of, resolution of the Legislature of 

Indiana in favor of - - - - - 1 30 

Wabash and Erie canal, memorials of citizens of Indiana, for a 

grant of land for - - - - ' - 29^63 

Resolution of Indiana, (or a grant of land for — (See bill 

S. 3) - - - - - - 131 

Report on the bill - - - - - 50 

Yeas and nays on the bill - - « . 68 

Wadham, Abigail, widow of Henian AUep, pelition - ^ 63 

Report, and committee discharged - - - 108 

Wagooshance, light-house at, memorial - - - - 89 

Walback, John B., leave to withdraw - - - - 246 

Walker, James, John Kinkle, and William T* Caruthers, petition — 

(See bills H. R. 415 and S. 23) - - - 89 
,Walker, Hon. Robert J., attended - - - - 22, 27Sf 

presented the credentials of Mr. Speight, 

of Mississippi - - - 198 
Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Appointment of a joint committee to report a mode of 

examining the votes for President and Vice President 128 

Pay of Mr. Mangum as President pro tempore - 243 

Walker, Samuel, and Francis Beatty, leave to withdraw - 29 

Walker, William, legal representative of, leave to withdraw - 27 

. Walker, W., and J. Phillips, administrator of— See John Phillips. 

Wallace, Cadwallader, petition - - - - - S2 

Committee discharged - - - - - 247 

War Department, reports of the Secretary — 

Expenditures of the contingent funds of, and bureaus • 69 

Persons employed in - - - - - ^74 

Contracts made under authority of, in 1844 - - 81 

Appropriations for 1843 and 1844 v - - - 110 
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War, Secretary of, reports — 

Claim of Thomas M. Latham and others, in the cas€f of 

the ship Charles Wharton - , - - - 24 

Additional documents - - - . - 33 

Expenditures fronv the contingent funds of the depart-^ 

,ment and bureaus - " • " - - ^^ 

Persons employed in the Indian department - ,74 

Persons employed in the War Department - - 74 

Contingent expenses of the military establishment - 76 

Contracts made under authority of the department in 

1844 . - - . - • - - 81 

Expenses of the national armories, andjarms manufac- 
tured therein - - - ^ . S5 
Report of the Commissioner of Pensions on rejected 

claims - - - - - - 93 

Ordered to be printed .... 103 

Appropriations for the department, 1843 and 1844 - 110 

Militia of the States and Territories, with their arms, 

accoutrements, and ammunition - - - 125 

Bounty land granted to certain officers of the revolu- 
tionary army . - - - - - 135 

Army Registers for 1845 - - '- - 152 

'' Contracts for removal and subsistence of ^the Choctaw 

Indians - - - - - - 146 

Magnetic observatiorts taken at Girard College - - 158 

Copper mineral of Lake Superior - - - . 158 

Facilitating the approach to the mineral region of Lake 

Superior, and developing its resources - - 176 

Report of John Stockton, superintendent of the mineral 
lands on Lake Superior - - - - 286 

Report of the commissioners, and correspondence con- 
cerning the causes and extent of the difficulties and 
discontents among the Cherokee Indians - - 200 

Concerning persons who have received funds or prop- 
erty of the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians - 226 
Warehouse system — See Chamber of commerce of New York. 

Resolution - - - - - 25 

Ward, Joseph and Lindsay, relief of-— (See bill H. R. 407.) 

Ward, Nahum, and Aaron Weeks, leave to withdraw - - 143 

Ward, Philip, petition - - - - - - 53 

Committee discharged - - - - - 248 

Warren — See Vermont. 

Warren, Daniel H., relief of— (See bill H. R. 560.) 

Washington city — 

Banks in — See Banks. 

Filling and grading square 249 — (See bill S. 33.) 
Resolution calling for information in relation to the im- 
provement of streets, &c.; the public lots sold or 
, granted ; and the amount expended by the United 

States in making streets in - - • . ■ ®^ 

Relief of the corporation of— (See bill S. 141.) ' 
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Washington and New Orleans, irregularity of the mails between, 

resolution of the Legislature of Louisiana concerning 205 

Washington county, District of Columbia, time of holding the 
circuit and criminal courts in — (See bill H. R. 503.) 
Washington county, Mississippi — See Mississippi, 
Washington county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania, 
Washington county. New York — See t^ew York. 
Washington, George, equestrian statue of, in bronze, resolution 

• concerning - - ... 96 

bronze statue of, and marble busts of the Presi- 
dents — (See resolution S. 20.) 
Washington, John, leave to withdraw - . . . 137 

Washington, pilot boat, owners of— See Gregory Thomas and 

others. 
Washita river, improvement of, petition for - - - S2 

Washita county.. Arkansas — See Arkansas. 
Washita county, Missouri — See Missouri. 

Wasson, Thomas, papers referred . - , . - 64 

Watertown, New York — See New York. 

Watkins, Jesse, papers referred - . - . - 64 

Watson, Joseph, heirs of — See Camilla Coddington^ 
Watson, Joseph, petition referred — (See bill H. R. 578) - - 31 

Wayne county, Pennsylvania — See Pennsylvania. 
Wayne county, Ohio — See Ohio. 
Wayne, Fort, completion of, resolution concerning - - 103 

land office at, discontinuance of — (See bill S. 145.) 
Webster, Massachusetts — See Massachusetts. 

Webster, Hon. Daniel, credentials presented - - - 110 

attended - - - - - 271 

oath administered and seat taken - 274 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Vice President to inform the Executive of Massachu- 
setts of the death of Mr. Bates - - . 286 
Weeks, Aaron — See Nahum Ward. 
Weights and measures, standard, report of the Secretary of the 

Treasury on the construction of - - - 222 

Wellman, William A., and others, petition - - - 187 

West Feliciana Railroad, Company, memorials referred - - 27, 71 

Western Marine and Fire Insurance Company and others, peti- 
tion, for the erection of light-houses on Carysford reef 
and Sombrero reef, on the coast of Florida - - 74 

Wethered, Lewin, petition - > - - - - 42 

Adverse report - - - - - - 90, 97 

Whentling, George, relief of— (See bill H. R. 525.) 

Whiston, Harrison, relief of— (See bill H. R. 517.) 

White, Hon. Albert S., attended ----- 4 

Resolution submitted by, viz : 
Pay of the officers and clerks of the Senate - - 243 

Yeas and nays - - - - - 343 

White, Caty, widow of William White, leave to withdraw - 131 

White county, Indiana — See Indiana: 
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White, Moses, heirs of, petition - - - - • - 61 

Adverse report - - - - - -201,223 

White, Richard, and others, assistant messengers in the Post 

OflJce Department, communication - - - 89 

Wbite, Stanley, relief of— (See bill H. R. 183.) 

Leave to withdraw - - - - - 246 

White, William, widow of — See Caty White. 

Whiibeck, James, and others, petition - - - - 82 

Whitney, Asa, memorial - - - . - . 114 

Whitten, George, petition referred — (See bill S. 54) - - 54 

Will county, Illinois — See Illinois, 

William and Mary College, president and professors of, petition 39 

Adverse report - - - - --117,138 

Williams, Ellison, petition - - * , - - - 39 

Adverse report . • - - - - . 182,199 

Williams, Henry H., memorial * - ' - - - - '35 

Adverse report - - ... 43,59 

Williamson and Jamison, petition referred - • - * - ^ 25 

Wilmington custom-house, memorial - - - . 130 

Committee discharged -, - - - - 148' 

Wilmot, New Hampshire — See New Hampshire. 

Wilmott, John F., executor of Robert Wilmott, memorial - 173 

Committee discharged - - - - - 227, 247 

Wilmott, Robert, executor of — See John F. Wilmott. 

Windham, Maine — See Maine. 

Winston, Thomas B., petition - - - - - 95 

Adverse report - - - - - -108,113 

Winter, Elisha and William, leave to withdraw - - - 29 

Wisconsin Territory, Legislative Assembly, resolutions and me- 
morials — 
Harbor at the mouth of the Sheboygan river - - 169 

Extinguishment of the Indian title to lands lying north 
of Fox river - - - - - - • 169 

Mail route from Milwaukie to Fort Madison - - 213 

Road from Fort Howard, on Green Bay, to Fort Wil- 

kins, at Copper Harbor, Lake Superior - » - 213 

R6ad from the falls of St. Croix to Lapointe, on Lake 

Superior - - - - - - 213 

Legislative Council, memorials — ^ 

Road from Prairie du Chien to Lapointe - - 284 

Canal lands, in that Territory .... 287 

Penitentiaty, in that Territory - - - . 287 

Establishment of a mail route - - - - 287 

Asking provision for taking a census of the Territory, 
and holding a convention to form a State Constitu- 
tion - . - - - . - 287 
Citizens, petition, improvement of mail routes - - 62 
Lead mines in — See Lead mines. 
Roads in, construction and improvement of — ( See bill 
H. R. 563.) 
Wisconsin river, improvement of, petition - - - 126 
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Wisconsin and Iowa, courts of, jurisdiction to, over offences com- 
mitted in the Indian territories — (See bill H. R. 554.) 
Wood, Henry, arfd others, inhabitants of Allegany county, Penn- 
sylvania, petition, advancement of agriculture - 261 
Woodbridge, Hon. William, attended - - - - 5, 273 

presented the credentials of Mr. Cass, 

of Michigan - - - 226 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Post road from Clements to Romeo - - - 63 

Post route from Sault de Ste. Marie to Fort Wilkins - 64 

Relative to supplying American State Papers and Ar- 
chives to the Detroit Young Men's Society - - 115 
Concerning errors cy: frauds in surveys of public lands 
in Michigan, and an increase in the allowance for 
surveying certain lands in that Stafe - - - 174 
Concerning the fortifications at the outlet of Lake Hu- 
ron, called Fort Gratiot - . - - .284 
Completion' of maps of public lands, and compilation of 

Land Laws, &c. - - - - - 286 

Woodbury, Hon. Levi, attended - »- - - - 3, 271 

Resolutions submitted by, viz : 
Appointment of a committee to inform the President of 

the meeting of Congress . - - - 4 

Establishment of a more extensive warehousing system 25 

Payment of the funeral expenses of persons killed on 

board the steam ship Princeton - - - 59 

Receipts and expenditures for November and* Deceni- 

ber, 1844 ...--. 67 

' Pension to Nicholas Jacob - . - - 83 

Calendars of business and printed bills for reporters - 108 

Committee to Wait on the President, and inform him of 

the meeting of the Senate - - - - 283 

Woods, Francis, papers referred - - - - 64 

Woodward, John — See Impresario grants. 
Woodworth, William,. administrator of — See William W. Wood- 
worth. 
Woodworth, William W., administrator of William Woodworth, _ 

' memorial— (See bills. 121) - - - - 71 

Woolley, John, relief of— (See bill S. 79.) 

Report - - - - ... 128 

Leave to withdraw ... . . 201 

Wormley, Hugh Wallace, relief of— (See bill S. 67.) 

Additional documents - - - - - 100 

Report - - - - - - - 123 

Leave to withdraw ----- 246 

Wright, John E., pension to— (See bill H. R. 559.) 

Wright, William M., petition - - - - - II6 

Wyandot county, Ohio, lots in the town of Upper Sandusky 

granted to— (See bill S. 117.) 
Wyandot county, Ohio, resolution of the Legislature of Ohio, for 

an appropriation for the court-house and jail in - 166 



Wyandot county, Ohio — See Ohio. 
Wyoming valley — See Pennsylvania, 



Yates county, New York — See New York. 
York county, Maine — See Maine, 
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Zanesville, Ohio — See Ohio. 

Zantzinger, Mary A. E., petition referred — (See bill S. 59) - 35 
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gress to the State of Illinois to 
impose a tax on all lands hereaf- 
ter sold by the United States in 
that State, from and aftei the 
















time of such sale 


41 


55, 60, 73 


76 








33 


A bill supplemental to an act for 
the relief of Jehu Hollinsworth, 
of Blount county, Alabama, ap- 
proved June 28, 1838 - 


41 


. 










33 


A bill for the filling and grading 
of square number^ 249, belong- 
ing to the United States, in the 
city of Washington 


41 












34 


A bill for the relief of Gid^n 
















Batchelder and others - 


41 


51 


57 


149 


154, 159, 167 


167 


35 


A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
ihe Treasury to make an ar 
rangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds 
gi^n to the United States by 
Samuel Swartwout, late collect- 
or of the customs for the port 














of New York - 


41 


56 


59 






36 


A bill extending the jurisdiction of 
the district courts to certain cases 
upon the lakes and nayigable 
waters leading into or connect- 






• 










ing the same - 


43 


128, 196 


199 


207 


208, 211, 212 


225 


37 


A biU for the relief of Asa An- 
















drews - - - - 


43 


65, 60, 91 


93 








38 


A bill to direct the President of 
the United States to cause the 
reserved lead mines in the State 
of Illinois and Territories of Wis- 
consin and Iowa to be exposed 
to public sale - - - 


43 








\ 




39 


A bill to organize a new land dis- 
trict in the southern part of the 
















State of Arkansas 


44 


65, 99 


101 


176 


182, 190 


191 


iO 


A bill renewing certain naval pen- 
















sions for the term of five years - 


51 


87 


90 


234 


238, 239 


252 


41 


A bill for the reUef of William 
















Rich - - - . 


51 


60 


65 








42 


A bUl for the relief of J. S. Mc- 
















Farland ... 


51 


61 


57 


149 


154, 159, 167 


167 


43 


A bill to regulate the appoint- 
ments and promotions of oflficers 
















vice - - 


51 


65, 99 


101 








44 


A bill providing for the appoint- 
ment and regulating the pay of 
engineers and assistant engineers 
















in the revenue service • 


52 


65, 73 


76 


• 






45 


A bill to organize a Government 
for the Oregon Territory, and 










^ 






for other purposes 


52 


93, 172 
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46 


A l»Il to reduce the rates of post- 
age, to limit the use and correct 
the abuse of the franking privi- 
lege, and for the prevention of 
frauds on the Post Office De- 










• 






partment ... 


53 


72,94,113,116, 
119, 124, 128, 
134, 137, 138, 


151 


210 

• 


228, 231, 234, 
240 


252 


47 


A bill to provide for the ascertain- 
ment of claims of Americafi citi- 
zens for spoliations prior to the 




146, 151 












31st day (rf" July. 1801 


55 


155,160,176,190 










48 


A bill to relinquish the reversion- 
ary interest of the United States 
in a certain Indian reservation in 
















the State of Alabama - 


55 


74 


76 








49 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of 
















William Fisher 


56 


91 


93 








60 


A bill to grant a portion of the 
public land to the State of Illi- 
nois, to aid in the completion of 
















the Illinois and Michigan canal 


56 


104 






, ■ 




51 


A bill to extend the National road 
to the city of Alton, on the Mis- 
sissippi river - - - 


56 


90, 172 










52 


A bill for the relief of Joshua 
















Shaw ... - 


56 


67, 98, 106 


106 








53 


A bill to quiet the titles to certain 
lots of land in the towns of Per- 
rysburg and Croghansville, in 
















the State of Ohio 


60 


104, 116 


119 


145; 146, 156. 166, 


191 














171, 190 




54 


A bill granting a pension to George 
















Whitten 


65 


74 


76 


149 


154, 159, 167, 


167 


55 


A bill making compensation to 
















pension agents 


65 


98 


101 








56 


A bill to amend •* An act to carry 
into eflfect in the States of Ala- 
bama and Mississippi the exist- 
ing compacts with those States 
with regard to the five per cent. 
















fund and the school reservations" 


C5 


168, 196 


199 


203 


205, 208, 311 


22S 


57 


A bUl for the relief of William C. 
















Easton . - - 


67 


98 


101 








58 


A bill for the relief of Thomas 
















Smith - - - - 


68 


98 


101 








59 


A bill for the reUef of Mary A. E. 
Zantzinger, widow of Major Rich- 
















ard A. Zantzinger 


68 


98 


107 








60 


A bill for the organization of a 
company of sappers, miners, and 
















pontoniere 


68 


87, 155 


160 








61 


A bill to authorize the making of 
permanent contracts for the trans- 
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portation of the United States 
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mail upon raibroads 


63 


72, 99, 156 
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71- 



72 



73 



74 



75 



76 



A bill for the relief of Asahel 
Brainard - - - 

A bill to confirm the title of a tract 
of land, in tlje Territory of Iowa, 
to the legal heirs and assignees 
of Julien Dubuque, deceased- - 

A bill, to repeal an act for the bet- 
ter organizing of the district court 
of the United States within the 
State of Louisiana, and for other 
purposes - - - 

A bill for the relief of Joseph 
Ramsey - -, - 

A bill relating to revenue cutters 
and steamers — ( Vetoed, and pass- 
ed by two-thirds of the Ssnate 
and House of Representatives) 



A biU for the relief of Hugh Wal- 
lace Wormley 

A bill allowing drawback upon 
foreign merchandise exported in 
the original packages to Chihua- 
hua and Santa Fe, in Mexico - 

A bill for the relief 8* Joseph Sim- 
mons - - 

A bill authorizing the Solicitor of 
the Treasury to compromise and 
settle with the sureties of John 
H. Owen, late receiver of public 
moneys at St. Stephen's, Ala- 
bama - . . - 

A bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of William D. 
Cheever, deceased 

A bill to provide for the transport- 
ation of the mail between the 
United States and foreign coun- 
tries -' . - . 

A bill to provide for the payment 
of the evidences of public debt in 
certain cases ... 

A bill for the relief of John S. 
Russwurm, heir and legal repre- 
sentative of William Russwurm, 
deceased ... 

A bill to provide a free bridge 
acrosa the Eastern branch of the 
river Potomac, in the city of 
Washin^n • . . 

A bill providing for the establish- 
ment of a naval school - 



72 



72 



73 



73 



73 



76 

78 

78 
80 

80 

84 
84 
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fore passage. 
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86, 137 
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97, 206 

90, 161 
90, 119 



96, 172, 176, 
183 



165 
153 



98 



Other proceed- 
ings. 



1,19 122, 128, 133 



107 186 



133 145 



160 



113 



168 
121 



160 



197 
299 



260 



149, 157 



149, 157, 193, 
194, 197, 203, 
256, 262 



199, 206, 250, 
251, 265 

240, 241, 250 
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77 


A biU aathorizing the appointment 
of aasutant surgeons and assistant 
pursers in the navy - 


86 


124, 161 










78 


A biU supplementary to "An act 
to authorize the Secretary of 
State to liquidate certain claims 
therein mentioned," passed 18th 
of April, 1814 


87 










1 


79 


A biU for the reUef of John Wool 
ley - - . - 


87 


128 










no 


A bill to incorporate the Orphan 
Asylum and Female Free School 
of Alexandria, in the District of 
Columbia - - - 


87 


97 










81 


A bill to provide for appeals m 
cases of bankruptcy 


87 


128, 151, 172 










82 


A biU for the reUef of David Cur- 
rier - - - - 


87 


112 










83 


A bill to provide for the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United 
States, and to restore the ancient 
limits of the Republic - 


88 


134 






y 




84 


A bill for the relief of the State of 
Michigan and of certain railroad 
















con^Mmies ... 


90 


162, 206, 211 


223 








85 


A bill authorizing persons to whom 
reservations of land have been 
made, imder Indian treaties, to 
alienate the same in fee 


90 


101 




- 






86 


A bill granting a pension to Joseph 
Morrison - - - 


93 


153 










87 


A bill to enable the Chickasaw 
nation to try the validity of thdr 
claims m the courts of the United 
















SUtes 


96 


202, 204 


204 
223 


238 


241, 243 




88 


A biU for the relief of the legal 
representatives of James Bell, 
















deceased . . - 


96 


124 


124 








89 


A biU for the relief of Noah MUler, 
of Lincolnville, in the State of 
















Maine 


97 


196 


199 








90 


A bill for th0 reUef of John Hoi- 
linger - - - • 


97 


195 










91 


A biU to amend the act entitled 
<< An act to provide for the en- 
listment of boys for tiie naval ser- 
vice, and to extend the term of 
















enlistment of seamen - 


97 


119, 124 


133 


176 


182, 190 


191 


92 


A biU for the relief of Reuben E. 
Gentry, William Head, and 
















others .. . - 


101 


211 


224 








98 


A biU for the reUef of tiie legal 


















101 


179, 190 


190 
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94 


A bill to authorize the courts of 
the United States to issue the 
writ of habeas corpus in cases 
not provided for by law 


101 








' 




96 


A bill to confirm the title to cer- 
tain lands daimed by Benjamin 
Ballard, of Louisiana - 


103 








' 




96 


A bill for the payment of the 4th 
regunent in the 2d brigade of the 




. 












3d division of the Vermont mili- 














tia, for services at the battle of 














/ 


Plattsburg - - - 


104 


180, 


183 








97 


A bUl for the relief of J. Throck- 
















morton •: - - 


108 


179 


183 


■ 






98 


A bill to provide for the adjustment 
and settlement of claims of citi- 
zens of the United States upon 












1 




the Republic of Mexico 


108 


189 






*: 




99 


A bill to amend the naturalization 
laws of the United States 


112 












100 


A bill to amend the act entitled 
** An act making appropriations 
for the naval service for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th day of 
















June, 1846" - 


112 


180 


183 


197 


206, 208, 211 


225 


lOl 


A bill explanatory of an act enti- 
tled **An act making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of (Government for the 
















year 1889" - 


112 


167, 179 


180 


207 


208,211,212 


225 


103 


A bill to authori^ a relocation of 
land warrants Nos. 3, 4, and 6, 
granted by Congress to General 
















Lafayette 


115 


116 


183 


207 


208, 211, 212 


226 


103 


A bill further to provide for the 
punishment of offences against 
the United States 


116 


«U 










104 


A bill concerning the district and 
circuit courts in the northern dis- 
trict of New York 


115 












106 


A bill to authorize, the settlement 
of the account of Joseph Nourse 


117 












106 


A bill making an appropriation for 
the buildmg of barracks at Pass 
Christian 


117 








, 




107 


A bill supplementary to the act en- 
titled « An act to appropriate the 
proceeds of the public lands and 
to grant pre emption rights," ap- 
proved 4th September, 1841, so 
as to authorize pre emptors to 
enter quarter sections of the pub- 
lic lands ... 


118 












108 


A bill for the relief of William P. 
Allen and Martin Thomas 


118 


ISS 










109 


A bUl for the relief of Nathaniel 
Phillips - . - 


124 








\ , 


\ 
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A bill for the relief of the legal 








\ 








representatives of Isaac Green - 


128 


208 


210 








in 


A bill to amend the joint resolution, 
approved June 15, 1844, in rela 
tion to collecting, arranging, and 
classifying statistical information 


128 


181, 198 










lis 


A biU for the relief of WilUam 
Fuller and Orlando Saltmarsh - 


132 












113 


A bill in alteration of an act enti- 
tled « An act to establish a port 
of delivery at the ci^r of La&y- 
ette, in the State of LouisiaDa - 
















132 












114 


A bill restricting the grant of pen- 
















sions in certain cases - 


132 


182 


182 


179 


180, !•», 180 


191 


115 


A bill to divide the collection dis- 
trict of St. Mary's, in Georgia - 


133 












116 


A bill relating to the duties of col- 
'lectors of the customs - , - 


. 136 












117 


A bill granting to the county of 
Wyandot, in the State of Ohio, 
certain lots in the town of Upper 
















Sandusky — (Amended) 


136 


168, 188, 190 


190 


207 


208, 211, 212 


224 


118 


A bill to provide for the annexation 
of Texas to the United States - 


136 












119 


A bill proTtdins^ for the purchase 
and distribution of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court of the 
United States among the several 
















States and Territories - 


137 


161 


108 








190 


A bill in addition to the several re- 
solves, ordinances, and acts of 
Congress, providing for or rela- 
tive to the grants of bounty lands 
to the officers and soldiers of the 
Revolution upon the continental 
establishment - 


148 












1«1 


A bill to extend a patent heretofore 
















granted to Wilham Woodworth 


153 


196 


199 


207 


208, 211, 214 


925 


122 


A bill to grant to the State of Ar- 
kansas the Hot Springs reserva> 
tion in said State 


159 












123 


A bill to remit the duties on rail 
road iron an certain cases 


159 


189 










124 


A bill to authorize repayment for 
lands sold by the United States 
without authority of law 


159 












125 


A bill to incorporate the Colum- 
bian Mutual Fire Insurance 
Company 


160 


167 










126 


A bUl for the relief of Henry 
Kmg*s representative - 


164 












127 


A bill to authorize the South Car- 
olina Raihoad Company to im- 
port certain pipes and machinery 




' 












free of duty - - . 


1«7 


179 


1810 


207 


^08, 211, 912 


224 


128 


A bill for the relief of Thomas 














y 


RbodeB 


168 
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129 


A bill for the relief of John Cocke 


168 












130 


A bill making an appropriation for 
a custom-house at Savannah, in 
the State of Georgia - 


171 












131 


A bill for the payftaent of certain 
arrearages equitably due to the 
Stockbridge nation of Indians, 
















and for other purpoees - 


178 


202 


204 








133 


A biU for the reUef of John R. 
Bryan, ^dmiaistrator of Isaac 
Garretson, late a purser in the 


1 










*- 


United States navy - 


17^ 


206 










133 


A bill for the relief of Jesse D. 
Elliott 


182 












134 


A biU for the reUef of Catlin, 
Peoples, & Company 


1S3 












135 


A biU for the reUef of WilUam 
















Henson - - - 


182 


214 


^24 








136 


A biU for the reUef of William H. 
Thomas - - - 


182 
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137 


A bill supplementary to an act to 
















repeal ** An act for the better or • 














ganization of the district couriof 














the United States within the 








' 




State of Louisiana" 


186 


185, 189 


199 


208 


206, 2CUB, 211 


225 


138 


A bill authorizing the payment of 
















a isum of money to Robert Purkis 


188 


204 


904 








139 


A bill to remit the duties which 
have accrued or been paid upon 














the importation of railroad iron 
















in certain cases 


189 












140 


A bill to authorise the importation 
of railroad iron free of duty in 
certain cases - . - 


189 












141 


A bill for the relief of the corpora- 
















tion of Washington 


196 


198 


199 








142 


A bill for the extension of Morse's 
electro-magnetic telegraph from 
Baltimore to the city of New 












' 




York .... 


198! 198, 20« 










143 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of 
the late Uri Emmons - 


1 • 
20 1 










144 


A bill sui^lementary to an act en- 
titled « An act to fix the value 
of certain foreign moneys of ac- 
comit in computations at the 
custom-houses'^ 


• 












218 


218 


213 


238 


239, 241, 250 


261 


145 


A bill to discontinue the land of- 
fice at Fort Wayne, in Indiana, 
to modify the boundaries of cer- 
















tain land districts, and to provide 


1 












for the sale of certain lands ac- 














quired firom the Miami Indians, 
















in the same State 


214 


214 
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Resolution in &vor of David Shaw 
















and Solomon T. Corser 


22 


26; 53, 60 
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Resolution for annexing Texas to 
the United Stales 


29 












3 


Resolution explanatory of an act 
making appropriations for the 
payment of revolutionary and 
other pensions of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending 








• 








80th June. 1845 


36 


53 


57 


62 


78, 75, 109 


no 
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Resolution for the reUef of Bent, 
















St. Vrain, & Company 


37 


67, 76 


78 
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Resolution' authorizing an allow- 
ance to Purser D. M. F. Thorn- 
ton, in the settlement of his ac- 
















counts- - - - 


41 


51 


57 


149 


164, 169, 167 


167 
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Resolution to authorize the Attor- 
ney General to contract for copies 
of a proposed edition of the Laws 
















and Treaties of the United States 


43 


78, 164 


156 


234 


238, 239 


252 


7 


tary of tiie Treasury to cause to 
be erected or to purchase a suita- 
















ble buildmg in tiie city of Mobile 
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for a court house for the south • 
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em district of Alabama 


75 


109 
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Resolution for the admission of 
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Texas into the Union as a State, 
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on certain conditions, and for 
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other purposes r 


75 


134 
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Resolution to regulate the making 
















of contracts for the transportation 
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of the mails over railroads 


78 


84, 156 
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Resolution declaring the terms on 
which Congress will admit Texas 




1 
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into the Union as a State 


84 


134 
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Resolution for distributing the 
work on the exploring expedi 
















tion - - - - 


87 


137, 154 


160 
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180, 182, 190 
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Resolution amendatory of the res- 
olution passed April 30, 1844, 
"respecting the application of 
certain appropriations heretofore 
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104 


154 
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122 


231, 235 
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Resolution in regard to claims of 
Americans on the Goveilknent 
of Mexico 


108 
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Resolution to suspend the 3d sec- 
tion of the joint resolution of the 
lltii September, 1841, relating 
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to armories, &c. 
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123, 138 
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Resolution for the relief of Setii 
















M. Leavenworth 
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145, 151 
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Resolution authorizing the em- 
ployment of additional inspectors 
of tiie custems at the port of New' 
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Orleans 
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Resolution concerning the copper 
rock of Lake Superior - 
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Resolution for the relief of Mrs. 
















Maiy W. Thompson - 
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Resolution for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States 
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tain lands granted to the State of 
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Resolution relative to Silas Meach- 
am's improved mode of con- 
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States - 
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Resolution directing an examina- 
tion of Putnam's ploughing and 
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villcGilliss - 
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A bill flirthei^ to extend the time 
for locating^ Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning sur- 
veys thereon to the General Land 
Office- - - - 

A biU for the relief o( ElliottSmith 
and Nathan Famsworth . * 

A bill for the relief of Stanley 
White 

A bill for the relief of Ira Bald- 
win - - - 
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disbursement of ^e public reve- 
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A ImU for the relief of Georgetown, 
















in the District of Columbia 


149 


150 


198, 237 








373 


A bill for the reUef of Joseph Cur- 
wen, surviving partner of Wil- 
















ling & Curwen 


149 


156 


185 








377 


A bill for the relief of John Ad- 
















ams and John Adams, junior - 


149 


166 


167,206 


206 


207^808, 811 


885 


379 


A bUl for the relief of Harvey & 
















Slagg- 


150 


156 


185, 260 


260 


868 


265 


384 


A bill for the relief of Jacob Bos- 
















ton - - - - 


150 


156 


175 








392 


A bill for the relief of Samuel 
















Neely- 


150 


166 


202 


802 824. 281, !S35 


886 


399 


A bill for the relief of Bennet M. 








, 








DeU - 


150 


166 


167 








404 


A bUl for the relief of Elisha Mor- 
rell, administrator of Joseph 
















Icard, deceased 


160 


156 


159, 260 


860: 263 


865 


406 


A bill for the relief of the hei Aif 
Admo Goodenough - ^ - 
















150 


156 










407 


A bill for the relief of Joseph and 
















Lindsay Ward 


150 


156 


195 








40S 


A bill for the relief of WUliam 
Gore - - - - 


150 


156 










409 


A bUl for the relief of Lot Davis - 


150 


156 




^ 






413 


A biU for the relief of Isabella 
Baldridge, widow of Capt. John 
Baldridge, deceased - 


150 


156 










414 


A bill for the reUef of Joseph M. 
















Rhea - - - 


150 


156 


201, 237, 245 








415 


A bUl for the reUef of Walker, 






• 










Kmkle, & Caruthers - 


150 


156 


165, 206 


206 


207, 208, 211 


236 


419 


A IttU for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Alexander 
















MitcheU 


150 


156 


178, 259 


259 


263 


264 


421 


A bill for the relief of Edward A. 
















Lambert - - - 


150 


156 


167, 259 


259 263 


264 


426 


A bill to establish certain post 
















routes - 


231 


232 


232, 255 


255 


260, 264 . 


265 


427 


A bill for the relief of Benjamin 
















8. Roberts 


150 


156 


170, 208 


208 


284, 231, 836 


236 


432 


A bill to establish a uniform time 
for holding elections for electors 
of President and Vice President 








J 


? 






in all the States of the Union - 


42 


43 


56, 94 


94 


98, U>I, 109 


123 


438 


A bill to regulate the pay of the 
army of the United States, and 
















for other purposes . - 


183 


183 


210, 237 
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A bill to organixe a Territorial 
Government in the Oregon Ter- 
















ritory - * - - 


128 


133 


238 
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A bill for the purchase of certain 
copies of the History of Oregon, 
California, and the other Terri- 
tories on the Northwest Coast of 






1 
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America - - - 


113 


116 


118, 160 ^ 
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441 


A billfor thereUef of Joieph Ram- 














say - 


150 


- 


204 


204 


207, 208^ 211 


235 


467 


A bill for the relief of Susannah 
















Scott, widow of William Scott - 


150 


156 


178, 237 
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A bill granting a pension to Rich- 
















ard Elliott 


150 


156 


227, 287 








469 


A biU for the relief of Elizabeth 
















Pitch .... 


150 


156 


227, 287 








460 


A biU for the reUef of Isaac Allen 


150 


156 


227, 259 


269 


263 


264 


461 


A bill for the relief of Elijah Blod- 
















get - . . 


150 


156 


227, •287 








471 


A bill to give the assent of Con- 
gress to the sale or other dispo 
sition of certain salt spring lands 
heretofore granted to the Slates 
















of Michigan and Illinois 


119 


119 


158 . 






476 


A biU for the reUef of PhiUp 














Schwartrtrawbcr, of Ohio 


150 


156 


170, 259 


269| 268 


264 


476 


A biU for the relief of Daniel Ho- 
















mans - - ' - 


150 


156 


188, 260 


260 


263 


264 


477 


A biU for the wlief of William 
















Rich . 


160 


156 


170, 259 


260 


268 


264 


479 


A bill for the reUef of the Bank of 








, 






the Metropolis - 


150 


156 


178 






488 


A bill for t^ relief of William 














Gkimp - - . 


150 


156 


247 






484 


A bill for the relief of John FieUin 


150 


15G 








485 


A bill for the relief of Arthnr R. 
Frogge, of Fentress county, Ten- 
nessee ... 


150 


156 


, 






487 


A bill for the relief of Asenath 
Orvia - - . . 


150 


156 




i 




491 


A bill making appropriations for 
cunent and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department and 
for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with the various Ind^n tribes, for 
the fiscal year commencmg Ist 
July, 1846, and ending on the 
30th June, 1846 
















145 


146 


227, 236, 241 


242 


26Q, 255 


256 


492 


A bill makkg appropriations for 
the payment of revolutionary ftnd 
other pensioners of the United 
States for the year ending the 










1 






dOth of June, 1846 . 


138 


128 


186, 154 


154 


166^ 171, 191 


197 


493 


A bill making appropriations for 
the support of the military acad- 
emy for the year ending 80th 
















June, 1846 - 


176 


179 


198^202 


202 


284^ 239, 240, 
241,250 


256 


494 


A bill making appropriations for 
the service of the Poet Office De- 
partment for the fiscal year end- 
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A bill making appropriatioiiB for 
Uie ciyil and diplomatic expenaes 
of the Government for the year 
ending dOth June, 1846 

A bill making appropriations for 
the support of the army for the 
year ending 80th June, 1846 - 
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A bill for the relief of Harrison 
Whiston 
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present, by the. consul of the 
United States at Zanzibar, from 
the Imaum of Muscat - 

A bill to correct a clerical error in 
the act supplementary to the act 
to regfulate arrests on mesne pro- 
cess in the District of Columbia, 
and to amend the title thereof - 

A bill for the relief of the president 
and directors of the Dismal 
Swamp Canal Company 

A bill making appropriations for 
certain forti&cations of the United 
States for the fiscal year begin- 
ning on the 1st day of July, 
1846, and ending on the 80th 
June, 1846 



lo 
1 ^ 



208 

228 
228 

119 
84 

159 
150 
160 
150 
160 

160 
150 

92 

92 
150 

128 



Proceedings be- 
fore passage. * 



1 



208 211, 214, 226 



228 
228 

119 
84 

160 
156 
156 
156 
166 

166 
156 

94 

94 
156 

123 



246, 252 
246, 252 

122, 190 



227, 237 
186, 269 
282, 269 

201, 237 

282 

170 

108, 190 

97 

186, 204 

186, 164 



Other proceed- 
ings. 



228 

252 
252 

190 



269 
269 



233, :ld4, 239, 
241, 266 



258, 261, 264 



266, 266, 258, 
261, 262, 263 



198, 203, 236 



262 
268 



190 198, 203, 236 285 



97 



204 



164 



266 



264 



265 



235 



264 
264 



110, 112, 123, 
183 



207, 208, 211 



149 



286 



233, 239, 268, 265 
259, 263, 264 






INDEX. 

HOUSE BILLS— Continued. 



385 



No. 


* Title. 


U 


bA 


Proceedings be- 


i 


Other proceed- 


. 






.to 


i 


fore passage. 


1 


ings. 


1 






^ 




a< 




, < 


525 


A bill for the lelief of George 
















Wentling ... 


150 


156 222 








531 


A bill for the reUef of Jacob L. 
Vance, of Ohio 


150 


156 185 




• 




532 


A bill for the i^Uef of Charles R. 
Allen, of Ridimond, Virginia - 


160 


156 185 ■ 








534 


A bill for the relief of John P. 
Converse - - - 


160 


156 185 








541 


A bill making appropriations for 
















certain harbors and rivers 


224 


228 


232, 257 


257 


260, 263, 264 




544 


A bill supplemental to an act for 
the relief of John Hollinsworth, 
of Blount county, Alabama, ap- 
















proved June 28, 1828 - 


150 


156 


236 








545 


A bill for the reUef of John Boyd - 


150 


156 


236 








546 


A bill to grant to the Tenness^ 






\ 










and Coosa Railroad Company a 














right of way through the public 
















lands of the United States 


197 


199 199, 237 








^52 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of 
John Hart, deceased - 


119 


119 148 








553 


A bill for the relief of George B. 
Russell 


150 


! 
156| 195 








554 


A bill giving the courts of Wis- 
consin and Iowa jurisdiction 
over offences committed in the 
Indian territories within their 
















boundaries 


119 


119, 122 








556 


A bill te pay Captain John B. 
Grower's company of mounted 


' 














volunteers, Tennessee mihtia - 


151 


156 


185 








656 


A bill for the relief of Peter Von 
















Schmidt 


15« 


156, 167, 180 


180 


184, 190, 191 


197 


558 


A bill for the benefit of Joseph 
Craigmiles, of the State of Ten- 
















nessee - - - 


151 


156 


201, 237 








559 


A bill granting a pension to John 
















E. Wright - - • - 


151 


156 


178, 260 


260 


263 


265 


mo 


A bill for the rcUef of Daniel H. 
















Warren - - - 


151 


156 245 








561 


A bm for the feUcf of Thomas 




1 










Bronaugh . - - 


151 


156, 245. 259 


259 


263 . 


264 


562 


A bin for the relief of Francis Sum- 
















meraner - - - 


151 


156 


245 








5^ 


A bill for the construdtion and im- 
provement of certain roads in<the 
















Territory of Wisconsin 


159 


160 178, 259 


259 


262, 263 


264 


5«4 


A bill to continue the harbor im- 
provement already commenced 
at the town of Southport, in the 
















Territory of Wisconsm 


159 


180 


170, 259 


259 


264 


964 


5«5 


A bill for the erection of a Ught- 
house on the western shore of 
Lake"! Michigan, at the town of 
















SouAport, in the Territery of 
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Wisconsin 


159 


ie% 


170 
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678 


A bUl for the reUef of Joseph Wat- 
















son - 


151 


166 


246 








588 


A bill sapplemental to an act en- 
tiUed *' An act for laying off the 
towns of Fort Madison and Bur 
lington, in the county of Des 
Momes, alid the towns of Belle- 
view, Dubaque, and Peru, in 
the county of Dubuque, Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin, and for 
other purposes,'' approved July 
2, 1836, and the amendatory act 










>* 






thereto, approved March 3, 1837 


259 


160 


179 








592 


A bill providing payment for cer- 
















tain military service in Florida - 


259 


160 


189, 269 


259 


264 


266 


598 


A bill making appropriations for 
certain improvements in the Ter- 
















ritory of Iowa - - - 


169 


160 


227, 269 


259 


263, 264 


264 


599 


A bill making appropriations for 
certain improvements in the Ter- 
















ritory of Florida 


159 


160 


246 








601 


A bill to alter the corporate limits 
















of Georgetown 


146 


146 


149, 203 


203 


207, 208, 211 


23S 


607 


A bill making appropriations for 
the payment of navy pensions 
for the year ending 30th June, 
















1846 - - - - 


176, 179 


185, 196 


196 


201, 203, 235 


236 


G23 


A bill to extend the provisions of 
an act passed 31st May, 1844, 
entitled "An act to amend' the 
judiciary act passed 24th Sep- 
















tember, 1789" 


176 


179 


201 








629 


A bill in alteration of an act enti- 
tled "An act to establish a port 
of delivery at the city of La&y- 
















ette, in the State of Louisiana" 


207 


210 


210 


210 


2S4, 231, 236 


236 


687 


A bill regulating commercial in- 
tercourse with the islands of Mi- 
















quelon and St. Pierre - 


207 


210 


210, 222, 269 


269 


262 


264 


639 


A bill supplemental to the act for 
the admission of the States of 
















Iowa and Florida into the Union 


261 


261 


261 


261 


264 


265 


640 


A bill supplemental to the act for 
the admission of the States of 
Iowa and Florida into the Union, 
















and for other purposes - 


261 


261 


261 


261 


264 


265 


646 


A bill to authonze the sale of two 














Arabia^ horses received as a pres- 
















ent, by the consul of the United 
















States at Zanzibar, from the 














_ 


Imaum of Muscat 
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INDEX. 

RESOLUTIONS OF TttE HOUSE OF REPRroENTAtlVES. 



3S1 



No. 



iO 



46 



47 

53 
61 
63 

64 

67 
68 

71 



78 



Titlfl, 



Resolution authorizing the Secre- 
tary of War to pay any balance 
that may be due the Shawnee 
Indians who served in the Florida 
war - - - - 

Resolution for annexing Texas to 
the United States 



Resolution to change the name of 
the brig "Daniel Webster" to 
<*AdeW and the name of the 
schooner "Mary Frances" to that 
of "Isabella" - 

Resolution to secure a more per- 
fect accountability for the public 
property - -. - 

Resolution in relation to the issu- 
ance of grants of certain lands in 
Louisiana - - - 

Resolution authorizing the Post- 
master General of the United 
States to contract with railroad 
companies in certain cases, with- 
out advertising for proposals there- 
for - - - 

ReBolytion concerning the relative 
rank of certaiQ officers in the na- 
vy of the United States - 

ReBolution for the reJief of Sellers 
(St Pcnnock _ - - 

Besolution for the benefit of Sam- 
uel Slocum and others, of the 
Miami tribe of Indiana - 

Resolution directing the Secretary 
of the Treasury, whenever any 
State shall have been or may be 
in default for the payment of 
interest or principal on invest- 
ments in its stocks or bonds held 
by the United States in trust, to 
retain certain moneys to which 
such State i« entitled, for the 
purposes therein named 

Resolution to fijc the time when 
the act to reduce the rates of 
postage, to limit the use and coi- 
rect the abuse of the franking 
privilege, and for the prevention 
of frauds on the revenues of the 
Post OfEce Department^ passed 
at this ^essioni shall go into effect 
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